Planets in Leo and Aquarius
Saturn in Leo

Saturn in Leo or Saturn in Relation to Leo:

(from Esoteric Astrology)

1. Saturn in Leo—a Detriment:
“No planet falls in Leo and no planet is exalted in this sign, whilst the power of both Uranus and Saturn is somewhat lessened....[The Leo subject] will be distinguished by his personal freedom from outside control. He knows innately that he is king of himself, the ruler of his own life and, therefore, no planet is exalted and likewise no planet falls. The man is not then conditioned by his surroundings or life events but rules them with deliberation, bringing out of circumstances and environment that which he requires. Saturn, therefore, the Lord of Karma, has his power lessened in this sign.” (EA 310)

2. Saturn in Relation to Leo, Capricorn, Shamballa and Humanity:
“Saturn, through which energy flows from Leo, via Shamballa, to Humanity, governs two decanates in Capricorn. Hence its extreme potency today in the triangle of Humanity. Saturn breaks up existing conditions by the force of its energy impact, thus enabling the influence of Mercury to be more fully expressed....Leo is one of the birth signs of the zodiac; it connotes the birth of self‑consciousness...Capricorn is also a birth-sign, because it is also an aspect or one of the arms of the Cardinal Cross—the Cross of that which initiates or brings into being. This has a peculiar relation to Humanity.  It is the birth of the two types of consciousness—self-consciousness and Christ-consciousness—which are brought to the attention of humanity by the fact of this Leo force, pouring through Saturn to Humanity and thus bringing Shamballa and Humanity into a closer relation, via Capricorn, active through Mercury. (EA 442)

Specific Expressions of Saturn in Leo

1. Saturn (in Leo) in Relation to the Three Personality Vehicles: Congestion and insufficient vitalization may occur in relation to the heart and the heart center. There may be complaints related to the spine and back—the upper back especially. By action upon the reciprocal organ system, not only the heart but the circulation may be affected. Hardening of the arteries and arterial blockage are possibilities, just as is the case when Saturn is in Leo. Leo (like Taurus) is one of the pranic signs, and Saturn in Leo will somewhat subdued the natural etheric radiance. Radiance is the lower correspondence to joy, which is also dampened by this ego-emphasizing combination.

In the astral body, and upon the Mutable Cross, this combination will emphasize selfish desire. Leo is always self-centered at first; that is its task—to build the self as a conscious center. Saturn, too, is preoccupied with the materially present condition. Because of uncertainties (Saturn) about the value of the self (Leo)—essentially because of a lack of self-confidence, there may be an unusual insistence upon the fulfillment of desire for the sake of ego-reinforcement (lower ego, of course). The attitude could be expressed as follows: “If I get what I want, I must be someone.” Two indicators of cleavage are therefore at work in the desire body—Saturn the separator, the Leo, the isolationist (under the first and fifth rays).

As selfish as Saturn is upon the Mutable Cross, it is not so, upon the Fixed Cross or Cardinal Cross. Then, Saturn is an Agent of the higher Law, of Plan and Purpose, and in Leo, the lower ego has been “cornered” and relinquished. Saturn in Leo will then work to make sure that selfishness, exactly, is not expressed through desire. The Leonian ego is chastened by Saturn; the selfish materialism of Saturn is overcome by the higher Self which Leo also represents. Desire (now aspiration) serves (Saturn) that higher Self (Leo). The self (now the Self) is confident, and no longer needs the gratification of personal desire to prove its identity and worth.
2. Saturn (in Leo) in Relation to the Personality as a Whole: There is much of the first ray which pours through this combination; this comes from the triangle Leo, Saturn, Shamballa. The Great Bear is also found in this alignment, and at the lower pole, the head center and base of spine of the individual disciple. One can see how willfully determined the personality could become. Upon the Mutable Cross, this would be self-will and the selfishness which inevitably accompanies it. Both Leo and Saturn tend to isolate, until more advanced evolutionary stages are reached; we would have, therefore, the isolated and powerful person, self-aware, calculating, and determined to dominate his environment, including all associated persons. “Let other forms exist; I rule because I am.” (EA 311) The motive is often a fundamental uncertainty (Saturn) concerning the nature and value of selfhood (Leo). But these motives are often hidden or not even understood by the person who insists that his little, separative will be done in this world.

Later in the evolutionary cycle, the strength is still there, but the lower ego has been sacrificed to a higher purpose. The individual knows who his is (Leo) and what his duty (Saturn) may be. He also knows that to perform his duty, his personality must become a living sacrifice. He submits his selfhood (Leo) to a higher law (Saturn)—something the Leo individual is, at first, very loathe to do.
3. Saturn (in Leo) and the Presentation of Opportunity on the Path of Discipleship: On the path of discipleship, difficulty becomes opportunity. At first people with this combination are compensatorily proud; they lack real self-confidence and so make up for this lack with a pride which hides their inherent weakness. But, eventually, the little self is seen for what it is, and the realization comes that this little self must be taken off the center of the stage of consciousness. The opportunities presented are the opportunities to do just that—to put the lower ego down, and raise the higher Self into its place. The difficulties presented are what are called “humbling experiences”. Through challenge to the artificial ‘status’ of the little self, through humiliation, one has the opportunity to achieve self-effacement (completed in Pisces), which will allow the true Identity or true face to emerge.
4. Saturn (in Leo) and Choices to be Made and Destruction to be Endured in order to Promote a Freer Expression of the Soul: If Saturn, through pressure, “breaks up existing conditions” (EA 442), it is precisely the lower ego which must be broken up. Lower ego is a familiar structure of thought and perception which establishes itself as a constant point of reference in the center of the field of consciousness. Really, it is an obstruction to perception, and must be eliminated if the distortions (glamors) for which it is responsible (through the process of refraction) are also to be eliminated. Saturn in Leo (as lower ego) blocks the expression of Saturn in Leo as the Laws (Saturn) of the soul (Leo). Lower ego is destroyed through the disciplines of perspective. The wider life beyond the artificially small ahamkaric ring-pass-not is seen. The little personal ego dwindles in importance. The centralized point (lower ego) becomes the “revealing point” and finally the “relinquished point”. (cf. EA 332) Soul can more freely express because the center which ‘impersonated’ it, has been removed.
5. As “the sacred planets endeavour to fuse the personality and make it the instrument of the soul and the non-sacred planets influence more specifically the form nature”, how does Saturn, a sacred planet, fuse the personality and make it a responsible instrument of the soul in this particular sign? How does it enforce the law(s) of the soul, and assist in the fulfillment of the Purpose, Plan and Dharma conceived by the soul?: Saturn can work for destruction, but it can work as well for stabilization. According to the Tibetan, “Saturn is ever the stabiliser.” (EP I 421) The effect of Saturn is, at least, to define selfhood, and make it more secure through self-knowledge. In Leo, Saturn creates a tightly-knit personality, which is an integrated center of force. This well-defined lower ego may indeed have to be destroyed, dissolved or restructured, but at a certain relatively advanced point in human evolution, it serves a purpose. Under this influence, the personality becomes powerful and efficient—fused, however selfish the initial result.

As soul influence increases, as inevitably it must, this fused instrument becomes responsive to soul law. Under Leo, the individual is ever in danger of becoming a “law unto himself”; but chastening, humbling experiences reveal the futility of selfishness and the value of the higher law. What is revealed is that the way to freedom is through discipline. The Leo individual loathes discipline from an external authority, but when he discovers that the discipline to which he has been subjected is really coming from a higher aspect of himself, then his relationship to Saturn in entirely changed. No longer is Saturn in exoteric detriment when found in Leo; instead it is empowered as the enforcer of one’s own higher will. The Saturn in Leo individual then looks at hardships as if he (as a higher Self) had willed them to exist. He is then willing to conform to higher disciplines, because, by conforming to these Saturnian disciplines, he (as the higher Self), is dominating a false self (the lower self) with which he no longer identifies. Thus, the disciple in Leo comes under his own self-discipline. His center has changed; his point of identification has changed. Far from robbing him of his individual sovereignty, Saturn in this sign, helps him express his higher Selfhood.
6. Miscellaneous Meanings of Saturn in Leo: 
a. Shamballic Law and the distribution of first ray power through—Great Bear/Leo/Saturn/Shamballa

b. The rightful authority of the King

c. The heavy sacrifice and responsibility of the Solar Angels

d. The “Fall” (of the Angels to Earth)

e. The “Laws of the Soul”

f. The karmically required sacrifice of the self

g. Taking responsibility to carry out the will of the soul; a responsible servant to the “King” (however that king is conceived.

h. Bringing the lower ego under law

i. Personal integrity; self-integrity; high personal standards

j. Personal responsibility

k. The curtailment of self (whether for good or for ill)

l. Inhibition of selfish display

m. Work upon the self

n. The facing, taming and training of the “King of Beasts”

o. The concrete expression of soul and personal talents and abilities, often after much difficulty
p. The search for autonomy in the face of a difficult environment
q. Ensuring that identity is definite, distinct, well-defined, if not ‘separate’
r. Tight ego boundaries; personal rigidity

s. Lack of individualism; a willingness to conform

t. Lack of personal confidence

u. Grasping for power as a compensation for sensed inferiority

v. The blocking of the light or radiance

w. Gear of self-disclosure, fear of self-revelation

x. Disinclined to take the risk of self-expression (or a compensation for that fear—i.e., an unnatural and awkward forcing the self forward)

y. Hard-heartedness, coldness

z. Lack of generosity

aa. Gloom; the “light under a bushel”

ab. Thinking “I will be less if you are more” (hence envy and jealousy)

ac. Separatism; the isolated self; “isolated individuality”

ad. Heart-trouble, blocked circulation

Saturn in Aquarius

in Aquarius or Saturn in Relation to Aquarius:

(from Esoteric Astrology)

1. Saturn as Ruler of the First Decanate of Aquarius: 
“Saturn is the planet of discipleship and of opportunity; it is exceedingly active today, presenting to the world disciple those difficult situations and crises which will involve free choice, discriminative pioneering, wise response and correct decision, thus bringing about the destruction of that which hinders without relinquishing any of the true values of which humanity may be aware. The individual disciple has always been faced with these conditioning and releasing circumstances, and today humanity is in the same position....Saturn having offered opportunity and proffered us a choice to bring about the needed changes and to destroy that which holds back the free expression of the soul.…” (EA 148)
2. Saturn and the Opportunity to Suffer:
“Saturn offers opportunity to suffer and, through suffering, to learn to choose rightly, to analyse correctly and to decide upon the higher values.” (EA 283)
Specific Expressions of Saturn in Aquarius

1. Saturn (in Aquarius) in Relation to the Etheric Physical Vehicle: : Trouble or difficulties may occur in relation to the circulatory system and the nervous system as well. By reflex action, the heart and heart center will be involved. The whole question of the general distribution of fluids, currents and subtle energies in the human energy system is focal under Aquarius, and especially when Saturn is found in this sign, for difficult (or even fatal) blockages can occur. The arteries (Aquarius) can harden (Saturn) and become obstructed leading to blood (Aquarius) clots (Saturn); an analogous condition can occur with respect to the nervous system, and nervous transmission be obstructed leading to numbness, and loss of sensation. The questions raised concern the economy of the energy system--how are energy resources used? How are they shared or not? 

Fixed in thoughts—relating to the circulatory system.

One etheric implication of this position concerns the degree to which etheric energy within groups and associated persons can circulate. There is a group mental field, astral field and etheric field. Can vitalizing etheric currents flow between group members, or will there be obstructions and blockages? How well will someone with Saturn in Aquarius receive and distribute the group flow? Clearly, individuals with Mercury, Venus, Jupiter and Uranus in this sign will promote group unification through shared etheric stimulation and vitalization; it will be more difficult for the Saturn in Aquarius person to participate in and promote this flow.
2. Saturn (in Aquarius) in Relation to the Astral Vehicle: Saturn is the planet of the isolated individual; from one perspective, it rules the separative lower ego. Aquarius is the sign of the group, of the “we”. Yet, paradoxically, Aquarius also has the reputation for aloofness, perhaps because of its powerfully observational fifth ray. Saturn in this sign only adds to the aloofness, and may incline one to feel alone within the group. As a general principle, it will contribute to emotional detachment, and will probably work to stabilize the “hill and valley”, exaltation-and-depression experience which the Tibetan associates with the Aquarian response to life. (EA 141-142, TWM 63) Negatively, Saturn can make the “valley” part of the experience even more depressing, and the “hill” part less elevating.

This combination can be valuable on the Path of Discipleship during which time emotional dispassion must be cultivated. Saturn is one of the impersonal planets; Aquarius, also, has the well-deserved reputation for impersonality. During the cultivation of “divine indifference”, this combination will serve well. Personal reactions will fade, and group-centered responses will take their place. Saturn in Aquarius, used properly, can thus contribute to emotional decentralization.
3. Saturn (in Aquarius) in Relation to the Mental Vehicle: Saturn in Aquarius is a strong mental indicator. Saturn manifests entirely upon the hard-line, and Aquarius is associated principally with the fifth and third rays, with some latent first ray through its association with the Great Bear. Saturn is often prominent in the charts of scientists, and Aquarius has its strong scientific orientation. Under this combination, the world can be carefully studied, and causes and effects discovered. There is the ability to focus upon the many influences which contribute to the precipitation of any particular situation. The study of astrology may come under this category. The mind focuses upon whole systems, and nothing is seen in isolation.  Aquarius inclines towards a universal grasp, and Saturn towards practicality and specificity. A capacity as a systems analyst may result—one who can detect and solve the problems within systems, including groups as systems.(Return to this)
4. Saturn (in Aquarius) in Relation to the Personality as a Whole: Upon the Mutable Cross, the evolving human being in Aquarius passes through a phase characterized by “consecration to the service of the lower self.” (EA 151) This is service of a kind, but just the opposite that which is desirable. For the Aquarian during the period of the earlier Mutable Cross, “desire in form [is] ruler”, and the person finds all manner of ways to “shower himself” with the good things of life, pampering to a wide variety of personal desires he considers to be needs. Saturn, with its third ray, only makes this process more selfish and more efficient. The man is both superficial and selfish. He emphasizes only one part of the Aquarian motto—“all for one”.

Later in the evolutionary process, this combination will results in responsible group work with many burdens to carry. One learns, through a dawning realization of the futility of self-service, that he does not “live unto himself alone”. Even in early evolutionary days, those who gather (Aquarius) will assign to him responsibility (Saturn) on behalf of the group. He is forced, always, to consider more than his personal preferences. He will have to take those difficult measure which help any group (or system) work properly. Administrative and organizational responsibilities on behalf of the group are a distinct possibility. As the path of personal accomplishment turns into the Path of Aspiration and the Path of Discipleship, he is more and more willing to assume these burdens on his own initiative.

Upon the later stages of the Path,  this combination is most useful in the service of the Hierarchy. In a way, Saturn in Aquarius symbolizes the “burden of service”, and so one can understand that the Hierarchy itself labors under this influence—although they do not have to do so. Their real work (as Masters) is under Uranus and Jupiter, but they accept Saturnian burdens by free choice and free will Such burdens are not imposed, as is the case with human beings who are still karmically bound. It is interesting to realize how powerful a role Saturn plays in upon the first of the Cosmic Paths—the Path of Earth Service.

In any case, under Saturn in Aquarius, the responsibly serving disciple makes his appearance—taking on the difficulties (Saturn) of service (Aquarius), carrying burdens on behalf of others, and training (Saturn) with the Hierarchy (Aquarius) for a live (and lives) of increasing group usefulness.
5. Saturn (in Aquarius) and the Presentation of Opportunity on the Path of Discipleship: Upon the Path of Discipleship, presented difficulties serve as presented opportunities for progress. The difficulties magnetically attracted to the Saturn in Aquarius person concern the effective use of group potentials. Everywhere people gather, but fail to fulfill their promise; group energies are wasted and disperse. The new potentialities do not materialize as they could. Further, it is just very difficult for people to work together constructively, without disruptions caused by personality differences.

The Saturn in Aquarius individual faces this perpetual mal-coordination of energies. A new pattern is necessary and only the group (a collection of similarly motivated individuals), can really make a difference. How shall they be organized and governed so that constructive outcomes emerge? How shall group ideals become practical results? This is never an easy task, and often falls to the one who, for reasons of principle (Saturn), puts the group (Aquarius) and its welfare first.
6. Saturn (in Aquarius) and Choices to be Made and Destruction to be Endured in order to Promote a Freer Expression of the Soul:  The choices concern the most effective and needed means of service. That Saturn in Aquarius individual knows the great difference between serving as one wishes to serve, and serving as need demands. What action is truly needed for betterment? The responsible (and, now, impersonal) server waits for the answer to this question, and undertakes the service whether or not it is personally appealing. Choices concern how to define the nature and scope of one’s service to make it most effective.

Necessary destructions concern one’s own rigidities in relation to service and, also, apply to methods of group functioning which are outworn, and (no matter how long established) unworkable. Saturn in Aquarius is responsible in service, but not as innovative as Uranus, nor as synthesizing as Jupiter. Sometimes such a one, apparently serving responsibly and dutifully, may be perceived by others as the cause of problems and obstructions within the group. It is necessary to be open to evolving group-will, and to function accordingly to the flow of creative change emerging from the group process. The individual influenced by Saturn in Aquarius, however, may have his own methods, which he seeks to preserve because such methods are tested and reliable (at least in his eyes). In short, flexibility within the group context, is required of an individual influenced by this indication if the most constructive potential of this combination is to manifest.
7. As “the sacred planets endeavour to fuse the personality and make it the instrument of the soul and the non-sacred planets influence more specifically the form nature”, how does Saturn, a sacred planet, fuse the personality and make it a responsible instrument of the soul in this particular sign? How does it enforce the law(s) of the soul, and assist in the fulfillment of the Purpose, Plan and Dharma conceived by the soul?: Personality integration occurs (after the vehicles have been sufficiently developed) through a process of right flow and coordination between the three vehicles. If one vehicle is malfunctioning or out-of-alignment, integration is prevented. Aquarius is the sign ruling a “free flow” between the different aspects of a system. The threefold personality is such a system. Saturn in Aquarius structures the exchange of energies between the personality vehicles, and does so according to law. The pervasive, integrating energies of Aquarius, and the organizing, structuring, energies of Saturn combine to fuse and blend the energies of the personality, then insist that the fused personality offer itself in responsible service to the group. The effect of the group upon the individual is both revelatory and disciplining. To fit oneself (Saturn) to be a true group member (under Aquarius) is no easy task. Saturn in Aquarius submits the personality to group discipline. It is precisely within the group context that the Laws of the Soul are meaningful, effective and can be expressed: sacrifice for the group; soul-relationships within the group; service to the group; repulse from all that separates one from the group; and elevation and progress with the group—thus are five Soul Laws epitomized. Soul Laws are laws (Saturn) of group life (Aquarius). (EP II 85) Under Saturn in Aquarius, the individual learns the meaning and importance of these laws, and how to express them within and through the personality (and, of course, in relation to inner and outer groups).
8. Miscellaneous Meanings of Saturn in Aquarius: 
a. Recognition of the Divine Plan and work in group formation in line with that Plan
b. Purposeful group work

c. Purposeful friendship

d. The burden of the group; the burden of service; the burden of humanity
e. The duty to serve

f. Group law

g. Group karma

h. Group structuring; organizing the group
i. Group planning

j. Group responsibility and management
k. Group manifestation
l. Responsible member of the Ashram.

m. Manifestation of Ashramic Purpose.

n. Obeying the will of the higher group
o. Authority within group processes
p. Working slowly towards one’s objectives which are serious in nature
q. The responsibility to ensure creative group work

r. Scientific thought

s. Frozen thoughtforms

t. Fixity of opinion

u. Alone within the group

v. Isolation; few friends

w.  Enforcing conformity and standardization
x. Stifling group expression and creativity

y. Depression; emphasizing the ‘lows’ rather than the ‘highs’
z. Heart conditions; circulatory blockages

aa.  “Party-pooper”; wet blanket at the joyous gatherings
