Saturn in Gemini and Sagittarius
Saturn in Gemini or Saturn in Relation to Gemini:
(from Esoteric Astrology)
1. Saturn in Gemini—Opposition and a Basic Revolution:
[Decanate rulers in Gemini—Jupiter, Mars, Sun] “You will note how two out of the governing planets of the decanates in the case of the ordinary wheel serve to enhance the planetary rulers of the sign, Gemini with Saturn offering at a certain fairly advanced stage the opposition needed to bring about a basic revolution. Note this phrasing.” (EA 369)
2. Saturn in Gemini in Relation to the “Dweller on the Threshold”:
“Saturn can be regarded as the planetary Dweller on the Threshold, for humanity as a whole has to face that Dweller as well as the Angel of the Presence, and in so doing discover that both the Dweller and the Angel are that complex duality which is the human family. Saturn in a peculiar relation to the sign Gemini, makes this possible.” (EA 164)
Specific Expressions of Saturn in Gemini
1. Saturn (in Gemini) in Relation to the Three Personality Vehicles: Congestion and insufficient vitalization may occur in relation to the lungs and the lung centers. Complaints may appear in the arms and hands. Gemini (with Aquarius) rules the etheric body and the nadis. (EA 357), and is always associated with vitalization. The lungs, the lung centers, breath, life, vitality and pranic transmission in the etheric body are all related. Saturn is restrictive and hardening, and may contribute to a ‘narrowing’ of channels of etheric transmission, and, hence, devitalization. As the physical counterpart to the etheric condition, there may be insufficient oxygenation of the blood. Saturn, however,  because it breaks up obstacles, can destroy congestion and, at length, contribute to a freer flow of vitality. Saturn in Gemini will, in general, somewhat limit physical activity or, at least, make it more purposeful and deliberate. The waste motion, to which Gemini so often contributes, will be restrained under this influence.

Because Saturn, transmitting the third ray, rules the throat center (of disciples) and because Gemini is so to speech and ideation, the area of the throat will also an energy focal point when this combination is prominent. Speech is slowed and becomes heavier and more serious. One learns the lesson not to waste his breath through idle talk.

Upon the astral plane, there rages a great conflict between the pairs of opposites. The Tibetan speaks of the “desperate conflict of the imprisoned soul upon the astral plane” (EA  362) which characterizes our planetary life because, Earth is related to dualistic Gemini as its hierarchical ruler. Gemini, though an air sign, and, hence, mentally and buddhically related, has a strong influence on the astral condition. Even the Second Cosmic Path (ruled by Gemini) deals with the regeneration of astral energy. Saturn in Gemini clarifies the demarcation between the kamic/astral pairs of opposites. The realism of Saturn forces one to see clearly the distinctions between the members of the pairs, and to choose. The many conflicting desires are somewhat quieted, their variety lessened, and a few critical choices brought to the fore. Gemini is deeply connected to the energy of love, and when Saturn is found in this sign, the discipline(Saturn) of love (Gemini) is forced upon the desire body, and one is forced consciously to choose between love/soul and desire/personality. The result of choosing wisely, will be the introduction of more second ray energy (Gemini) into the astral nature.

Gemini is the third sign and strongly associated with the third ray. Saturn transmits the third ray. Hence the power of Saturn in Gemini in relation to the lower mind, which is the third of the personality vehicles. Saturn in Gemini makes the mind more structured and rigorous in every respect. Thought (Gemini) is taken seriously (Saturn). The mind is not used for play, but for work; (Saturn). Because of the double emphasis upon the number three, some third ray is necessarily evoked within the mental body because of this combination. There may a capacity for mental intricacy, but a tendency towards mental rigidity as well. Thoughtforms are laboriously built and may become inflexible.

There is, at a certain point of evolution, relatively easy access to the higher mind. Abstraction and concretion mix and blend. The following, from the Old Commentary, uses language very reminiscent of the antahkarana, with which (in its lower aspect) Saturn is associated by H.P.B. “…a younger son (Saturn) sought to rescue his brothers, and to this end he built a triple bridge between the old and new.  This bridge persists, and forms a path whereon escape is possible.” Saturn and Mercury both rule the Path of Discipleship, whereon the “rainbow bridge” is built, and the fourth initiation after which the bridge is the only means of communication between the Triad and personality, for the causal body has been negated. We might say that Saturn in Gemini is effective in relating the manasic permanent atom in the higher mental vehicle and the mental unit in the lower. This combination can contribute to the structuring and stabilization of the bridge between the higher Triad and the lower—the personality.
2. Saturn (in Gemini) in Relation to the Personality as a Whole: Saturn is generically associated with the personality vehicle (the composite lunar lord) just as are Mars, the Earth and the Moon. Gemini suggests the idea of the great pair of opposites, soul and personality. At first, the presence or the soul is latent and unconscious. Saturn in Gemini refers to the environment and the necessity of learning the hard (Saturn) lessons (Gemini) which the environment teaches. One may not learn quickly, but one learns well—eventually. The personality learns to think intelligently and with due respect for the “many things” of life and their inter-relationships.

Later in the evolutionary cycle, the basic opposition between soul and personality becomes a great fact in consciousness. Saturn is the planet of “encounter”—the facing of difficulty, the facing of reality, the facing of the opposite. A conscious confrontation between the two is arranged. It may not yet be the battle which appears in Scorpio, but it is a realistic appraisal, a knowledgeable encounter, and the incarnated human soul (standing between the lower personality and the soul), intelligently understands the contrast.
3. Saturn (in Gemini) and the Presentation of Opportunity on the Path of Discipleship: Presented difficulty is opportunity—to be faced and overcome. The difficulty is the chasm which divides the higher pair of opposites (soul and personality) from each other; on a lower turn of the spiral, the difficulty is everything that prevents communication between man and man, and man and his environment. The aspirant or disciple faces two very different and apparently very separate worlds. Yet the two must be brought together, through right and lawful practice, discipline on all three levels of the personality, meditation, careful thought, and, in general, through right living. The bridge between the two must be built; it will not do for them to remain in cloven opposition. Saturn in Gemini must so train the lower mind that it can receive accurate impression from the soul and Triad. This is laborious, and requires the fostering of serious (Saturn) dialogue (Gemini) between soul and personality. The soul is the Thinker. That Thinker must come into power through an intelligent, mentally polarized personality. The structuring of the mind so that it, eventually, becomes an intelligent instrument for the expression of soul light and pure reason is one of the major tasks at hand.
4. Saturn (in Gemini) and Choices to be Made and Destruction to be Endured in order to Promote a Freer Expression of the Soul: Early choices are between different ones of the pairs of opposites, with the emphasis on intelligently choosing the higher of the opposites, for in most cases the opposites are not equal but graduated. For the individual on the Fixed Cross, the choice (and it must be an intelligent choice) is clearly between emphasizing the soul or the personality.

The destruction to be endured is the destruction of illusion, of obstructive thoughtforms which have been constructed in the half-light of the lower mind. Saturn in Gemini (because of the powerful third ray emphasis) can build a mental labyrinth form which there is no easy escape. Mind alone will not solve the problem which mind has built. The bridge must be well constructed (according to rule and law—Saturn) if the intuition is to be touched, and descend into the world of illusion, dispelling it. This is one of those combinations which emphasizes the truth of the ancient saying, “The mind is the slayer of the real”. A veritable wall (Saturn) of thoughtforms (Gemini) may separate the human soul from the higher sources of light, love and power. That wall must be destroyed, so that the disciple can again breathe.(Gemini rules the breathing process and Saturn represents obstruction.) Another destruction to be endured is of lines of communication which do not carry soul energy. Saturn in Gemini “cuts off communication”—for good or ill. Certain lines of relationship are frivolous or destructive and must be severed with the Saturnian scythe. Serious (Sirius) communications take their place.
5. As “the sacred planets endeavour to fuse the personality and make it the instrument of the soul and the non-sacred planets influence more specifically the form nature”, how does Saturn, a sacred planet, fuse the personality and make it a responsible instrument of the soul in this particular sign? How does it enforce the law(s) of the soul, and assist in the fulfillment of the Purpose, Plan and Dharma conceived by the soul?: The soul knows what the personality must do, but the personality does not know that the soul knows. The lines of communication have never been established, or they have been blocked by mental or kama-manasic obstacles. Proper lines of connection must be built and purposeful dialogue between soul and personality established. There is always a constructive way to communicate—field to field, vehicle to vehicle. The internecine warfare between personality vehicles, and between the personality as a whole and the soul, would not rage if the lines of communication and exchange were open. This combination can be described by the phrase, “Let’s talk seriously.” This talk may simply be non-verbal interplay, between the vehicles, or a more intelligent dialogue between soul and personality, but the messages exchanged have to be serious and purposeful. Miscommunication causes chaos and disintegration. Purposeful communication produces fusion.

Gemini is the sign of the Messenger, and with this combination the soul becomes the Messenger. The soul has serious (Saturn) things to say (Gemini) to its personality. The disciple with this combination learns to listen carefully—not to the many clamoring voices, but, with discrimination, to the “still small voice” which represents the Word. Eventually all is clarity, and the messages received tell of Purpose, Plan and Dharma, and guarantees the availability of a certain intelligent guidance of a higher order.
6. Miscellaneous Meanings of Saturn in Gemini: 
a. Saturn in Gemini represents the confrontation with the Dweller on the Threshold for humanity: 

“From certain angles, Saturn can be regarded as the planetary Dweller on the Threshold, for humanity as a whole has to face that Dweller as well as the Angel of the Presence, and in so doing discover that both the Dweller and the Angel are that complex duality which is the human family. Saturn, in a peculiar relation to the sign Gemini, makes this possible.” (EA164)
b. Abstract thought pursued rigorously

c. Pains taken to understand the patterns of interrelationship

d. The lower portion of the antahkarana uniting personality and soul

e. The exacting pursuit of truth

f. The regulation of Geminian mobility

g. The theme of Saturn is “one and not the other”. When Saturn is in Gemini, the need to choose between the dualities is accentuated. 
h. The disciple faces both dualities intelligently, thinks about them, and makes an intelligent choice. He must choose, because Saturn forces a choice.
i. The pillars of thought
j. Careful, rational thinking.

k. Serious thinking and conversation
l. Formal logic

m. Pedantry

n. Aridity in the thought process

o. Lack of spontaneity in the conversation process

p. Retardation in the learning process

Saturn in Sagittarius or Saturn in Relation to Sagittarius:
(from Esoteric Astrology)
Specific Expressions of Saturn in Sagittarius 

1. Saturn (in Sagittarius) in Relation to the Etheric-Physical Vehicle: Difficulties may occur in relation to the general musculature (dystrophy, sclerosis), the hips and the joints of the hips, the sciatic nerve, and, in general the nerves related to the pelvic area and the thighs. The liver, too, under Jupiter, the orthodox ruler of Sagittarius, may be implicated. Problems with locomotion may arise through disorders of the nervous system. Parkinson’s disease is found along the Gemini-Sagittarius axis. By reflex action with Gemini, asthmatic conditions are not uncommon. Debilities which arise relate mostly to movement. Sagittarius is partially related to the sacral center, and has some connection with the solar plexus, as well, through Mars.

If Mars and Jupiter in this sign (and in relation to the physical-etheric body) promote movement, Saturn may bring difficulty, or, conversely, a particular hardiness and determination with respect to intended movement. Much, as usual, will depend upon the nature of aspects.

The effect upon the etheric body is to focus the direction of energy to be spent. Saturn, the planet of economy, is never prodigal, Its influence upon the etheric body (when found in Sagittarius) is to direct energy purposefully according to will or focused desire. It seeks to see that energy/force intended for a certain task does not go astray. Think of the archer—excess or ill-directed motion will ruin his aim and release, and the flight of his arrow will have been for nothing. So Saturn in Sagittarius, with respect to the etheric body, is a position emphasizing control, steadiness and sustained direction. 

2. Saturn (in Sagittarius) in Relation to the Astral Vehicle: This position blocks the easy fulfillment of desire, or, conversely makes one so determined, intelligent and practical that desire is almost certainly fulfilled—eventually. In early days, there is a dogged determination to “get there—somehow”. Sagittarius, ordinarily so “fleet of foot”, is slowed under Saturn, and plodding takes the place of racing forward. Since it is not possible to fulfill all desires, one learns to choose (Saturn) which desires (Sagittarius) are most important; which desires lead to the goal one really values. This is a constructive position, because it checks impulsiveness, and stops the eager rider from mounting his steed and “riding off in all directions”.

Upon the Fixed Cross, this combination makes the one-pointed disciple even more one-pointed. Desire has changed to aspiration, and Saturn focuses that aspiration. We might call this condition ‘undeviating focused aspiration’. Saturn in this sign helps the disciple know what he wants, and to hold the vision of that objective until it is achieved.
3. Saturn (in Sagittarius) in Relation to the Mental Nature: Very little of value can be accomplished without the power to focus thought. When the stage of mental focus becomes a possibility, Saturn in Sagittarius reduces the chaos of random thoughts and, as it were, “points them all in the same direction”. This influence, therefore, helps to create the one-pointed mind, and later still, the one-pointed disciple. The combination also adds sincerity to the mental process, and truthfulness. Saturn, in general, is realistic and truthful; its more calculating side evolves into a strategic sense, but not into prevarication. Sagittarius is inherently truth-loving (almost to a fault, when blunt and tactless). Thus Saturn in Sagittarius contributes to directness of thought. 

As evolution proceeds, this combination develops what might be called ‘disciplic mind’. The disciple is one who has made an important choice about his objectives. He is oriented towards the soul and its work in the world. The man of the world can be easily deflected and preoccupied with worldly and, ultimately, worthless ventures. This is not allowed to the disciple. A mind which never forgets the goal, which captures stray thoughts and reorients them, when masters the discipline of meditation—this is, in part, the mind of the disciple, and to this “state of mind”, Saturn in Sagittarius makes its definite contribution.
4. Saturn (in Sagittarius) in Relation to the Personality as a Whole: The general effect, even in early days, is to produce a more focused personality. Success in life is conventionally measured by whether or not the human being has achieved his goal. So many untoward things can happen “along the way”. Few there are who complete entirely what they set out to do. Saturn in Sagittarius, because it refuses to waste time on “side issues”, offers a better chance of “getting there”.

On the Path of Discipleship, this influence confers certainty of objective, and helps “keep the eye on the target”. The vision is ever before one’s eyes, and the practical means of achieving that vision are conferred by Saturn. The ability to plan for the future—“long-range (Sagittarius) planning (Saturn)” is a definite strength. Under this influence, the disciple, no matter how temporarily deflected, will right himself, and, reoriented, proceed upon the “way-direct”, to the goal. If the question is, “Who will get there—at last?”, the answer should be, “The disciple with Saturn in Sagittarius.” Although there may be many obstacles (Saturn) upon the Path (Sagittarius), these will be overcome and passed through. The journey is long—this is known by Saturn in Sagittarius individuals; thus, they know how to “pace themselves” for the “long haul”. While Saturn in Sagittarius is not the tortoise, neither is it the hare. It will arrive by following necessary steps to the goal.
5. Saturn (in Sagittarius) and the Presentation of Opportunity on the Path of Discipleship: On the Path of Discipleship the presentation of difficulties is equivalent to the presentation of opportunity. For the Saturn in Sagittarius individual, these difficulties are the “stones upon the path”, and the obstacles which bar the way. What does one do when one encounters an obstacle upon one’s chosen way? This is a big question. For the individual with this combination, there is “no going back”, and even “going around” is not preferred, but the third ray resourcefulness of Saturn in this sign knows that there are a variety of ways to reach the same objective, and that these “ways” are essentially parallel paths to the same goal. The truth is, that while the goal is determined, every turn upon the road is not. Sagittarius has the “homing instinct”; Saturn is practical enough to know that “all roads lead to Rome”. If the way is blocked, choose another wisely, and continue. Saturn in Sagittarius can be trusted to do this.

Also, it must be recognized that any “return to source” (which is, essentially, the nature of the Spiritual Path) is swimming upstream, or a trek on a road which “winds uphill all the way”. The current is against the swimmer; gravity works against the one who would climb (Capricorn is needed). The very nature of return evokes resistance. Saturn in Sagittarius acknowledges the resistance to be found upon the true spiritual path, and gives the determination to resist the resistance. Jupiter proceeds happily along the way, and “gets there” by good fortune or luck; Saturn is not “lucky to get there”; Saturn in Sagittarius, planned and persisted upon the way, taking many pains to remain on the road. Saturn in Sagittarius deserves to reach the goal, inevitably strengthened for all the trials along the way.
6. Saturn (in Sagittarius) and Choices to be Made and Destruction to be Endured in order to Promote a Freer Expression of the Soul: One significant choice to be made is, “Which path do I take.” While the end may be in sight, the means to that end (the path thither) is not determined. Intuition or estimation may suggest one path or another, but a choice must be made. And once made, there are all those choices which determine whether one has the vision and steadiness to stick to the chosen path. The possibility of deflection accompanies the traveler every step of the way. One wrong step, one false move, and the traveler is lost. This is ever a danger, which is why the Great Sacrifice stands on watch “until the last weary pilgrim finds his way home.”

The destruction to be endured is the destruction of misguided visions, however attractive. Glamor can enter; a road leading nowhere may seem appealing. Through illusion, one may settle upon and inappropriate objective which offers slim chance of achievement. It is here that the realism of Saturn helps in the process of selection, refusing to take an errant path.

To the idealistic aspirant, the Path may seem like many things which it is not. Sagittarius is idealistic and has “high hopes”. But what is realistic? What is the real Path. Another destruction, is the destruction of naïve high hopes, and, in general, of false hopes. Once de-glamored, the Saturn in Sagittarius person knows what the Path really is, and can help other overly optimistic aspirants, to see more clearly and soberly where they are going and what they have to do along the way.
7. As “the sacred planets endeavour to fuse the personality and make it the instrument of the soul and the non-sacred planets influence more specifically the form nature”, how does Saturn, a sacred planet, fuse the personality and make it a responsible instrument of the soul in this particular sign? How does it enforce the law(s) of the soul, and assist in the fulfillment of the Purpose, Plan and Dharma conceived by the soul?: When the energies of the three vehicles of the personality are all “aimed in the same direction”, a major obstacle to the fusion of the personality has disappeared. Personality vehicles which have contradictory objectives cannot be fused. For instance, a lazy physical body liking to lie about; an overly emotional astral body, loving the stimulation of incessant dramas; and a curious mind that loves to think about many things—these cannot be integrated and fused because they negate each other’s efforts. But under Saturn in Sagittarius, the discipline of one-pointedness is imposed. The three personality elementals are guided by the director and not allowed a direction of their own. Under such supervision, clearly they become a more useful instrument to the soul.

Sagittarius presents the Vision. If the personality can be motivated by the Vision (Sagittarius), it is far more likely to follow the Laws (Saturn) of the Soul—“of its own free will and accord.” A motivated personality is easier to direct, and moves more surely and swiftly upon the way. Saturn in Sagittarius, when used by the soul, enforces the Laws of the Soul by cutting off options for the pursuit of errant paths. Saturn wields the scythe of realism. Then the disciple will say, there are many possibilities, but “I have no other choice” than to tread the path I have chosen. This combination intelligently reveals the deficiencies of paths leading to lesser goals. One’s dharma, purpose, plan, is ones path in life. If one stays on the soul-seen path (and Saturn does help avoid the tempting byways) then dharma, purpose and plan will be fulfilled. 
8. Miscellaneous Meanings of Saturn in Sagittarius:
a. Utilization of the abstract mind 

b. Persistence upon the Path of Discipleship
c. Careful one-pointed thought
d. The obstacles of the Path
e. The disciplining of the lunar lords
f. Restraining emotional response
g. Strict morality
h. The tempering of enthusiasm
i. The steady aim
j. Denying all paths but one; the strait and narrow path
k. Taking that road that is the correct one and leading exactly in the proper direction.
l. Difficulty meeting the objective
m. Rigid orthodoxy of thought
n. Limitations on the exercise of intuition
o. Narrow, opinionated thinking
p. Not being able to see ahead; shortsightedness
q. Obstructions to the achievement of one’s goals
r. The power to stop others in their tracks through the power of speech
s. Trouble with locomotion—especially hips and thighs
t. Muscular diseases
