






MYTHRA IN THE FORM OF THE 
LEONTOCEPHALIC KRONOS

“At the pinnacle of the divine hierarchy,” writes Franz Cumont, “and 
at the origin of all things, the Mythraic theology, the heir of that of 
the Zervanitic Magi, placed boundless Time. Sometimes they would 
call it Saeculum, or Saturnus; but these appellations were 
conventional and contingent, for he was considered ineffable, bereft 
alike of name, sex, and passions.” (See The Mysteries of Mythra.) 
The figure signifies the inevitable victory of boundless Time 
(Eternity) over every creature and condition. In Time, all beings 
reach completion; in Time, all wrongs are righted; in Time, salvation 
is assured to all. The head of the lion signifies that the mortal concept 
of Time is the despotic ruler of the animal – or irrational – creation; 
that its strength is supreme; and that it devours all the lesser powers 
which exist temporarily within it. The coils of the serpent represent 
the motion of the heavenly spheres through the zodiac, which is 
shown as a human body. The golden key indicates that Time is the 
key to the mystery of existence. The sword is the instrument by 
which the demon of man-made Time is slain and his body divided 
into past and future, while to the gods is given rulership of the 
everlasting now. The double set of wings signifies the flight of Time 
through the inferior worlds of the four elements, and the eight stars 
are the spheres upheld by Time. The dome of the Mythraic cave is 
ornamented with stars to typify the universality of the divine cult, 
and the radiant globe upon which the figure stands is the universe. 
The resurrection of the figure from the darkness of the tomb reveals 
the ascension of boundless duration from the narrow limitations of 
man-conceived time. The three kneeling figures are the limitations of 
the three-dimensional world – length, breath, and thickness – which 
bow before the limitless Æon.







shepherd. The Apostle Paul said that these little ones must be fed with milk, but that meat is the food of strong men. 
Thoughtlessness is almost synonymous with childishness, while thoughtfulness is symbolic of maturity.

There are, however, but few mature minds in the world; and thus it was that the philosophic-religious doctrines of the pagans 
were divided to meet the needs of these two fundamental groups of human intellect– one philosophic, the other incapable of 
appreciating the deeper mysteries of life. To the discerning few were revealed the esoteric, or spiritual, teachings, while the 
unqualified many received only the literal, or exoteric, interpretations. In order to make simple the great truths of Nature and 
the abstract principles of natural law, the vital forces of the universe were personified, becoming the gods and goddesses of 
the ancient mythologies. While the ignorant multitudes brought their offerings to the altars of Priapus and Pan (deities 
representing the procreative energies), the wise recognized in these marble statues only symbolic concretions of great 
abstract truths.

In all cities of the ancient world were temples for public worship and offering. In every community also were philosophers and mystics, deeply versed in 
Nature's lore. These individuals were usually banded together, forming seclusive philosophic and religious schools. The more important of these groups were 
known as the Mysteries. Many of the great minds of antiquity were initiated into these secret fraternities by strange and mysterious rites, some of which were 
extremely cruel. Alexander Wilder defines the Mysteries as "Sacred dramas performed at stated periods. The most celebrated were those of Isis, Sabazius, 
Cybele, and Eleusis." After being admitted, the initiates were instructed in the secret wisdom which had been preserved for ages. Plato, an initiate of one of 

these sacred orders, was severely criticized because in his writings he revealed to the public many of the secret philosophic principles of the Mysteries. 
STOAA:21

WHEN confronted with a problem involving the use of the reasoning faculties, individuals of strong 
intellect keep their poise, and seek to reach a solution by obtaining facts bearing upon the question. 
Those of immature mentality, on the other hand, when similarly confronted, are overwhelmed. While the 
former may be qualified to solve the riddle of their own destiny, the latter must be led like a flock of 
sheep and taught in simple language. They depend almost entirely upon the ministrations of the
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Every pagan nation had (and has) not only its state religion, but another into which the philosophic elect alone have gained 
entrance. Many of these ancient cults vanished from the earth without revealing their secrets, but a few have survived the 
test of ages and their mysterious symbols are still preserved. Much of the ritualism of Freemasonry is based on the trials to 
which candidates were subjected by the ancient hierophants before the keys of wisdom were entrusted to them.

Few realize the extent to which the ancient secret schools influenced contemporary intellects and, through those minds, 
posterity. Robert Macoy, 33°, in his General History of Freemasonry, pays a magnificent tribute to the part played by the 
ancient Mysteries in the rearing of the edifice of human culture. He says, in part: “It appears that all the perfection of 
civilization, and all the advancement made in philosophy, science, and art among the ancients are due to those institutions 
which, under the veil of mystery, sought to illustrate the sublimest truths of religion, morality, and virtue, and impress them 
on the hearts of their disciples. Their chief object was to teach the doctrine of one God, the resurrection of man to eternal 
life, the dignity of the human soul, and to lead the people to see the shadow of the deity, in the beauty, magnificence, and 
splendor of the universe.”

With the decline of virtue, which has preceded the destruction of every nation of history, the Mysteries became perverted. Sorcery took the place of the divine 
magic. Indescribable practices (such as the Bacchanalia) were introduced, and perversion ruled supreme; for no institution can be any better than the 
members of which it is composed. In despair, the few who were true sought to preserve the secret doctrines from oblivion. In some cases they succeeded, but 
more often the arcanum was lost and only the empty shell of the Mysteries remained.

Thomas Taylor has written, "Man is naturally a religious animal." From the earliest dawning of his consciousness, man has worshiped and revered things as 
symbolic of the invisible, omnipresent, indescribable Thing, concerning which he could discover practically nothing. The pagan Mysteries opposed the 
Christians during the early centuries of their church, declaring that the new faith (Christianity) did not demand virtue and integrity as requisites for salvation. 
Celsus expressed himself on the subject in the following caustic terms:

"That I do not, however, accuse the Christians more bitterly than truth compels, may be conjectured from hence, that the cryers who call men to other 
mysteries proclaim as follows: 'Let him approach whose hands are pure, and whose words are wise.' And again, others proclaim: 'Let him approach who is 
pure from all wickedness, whose soul is not conscious of any evil, and who leads a just and upright life.' And these things are proclaimed by those who 
promise a purification from error. Let us now hear who those are that are called to the Christian mysteries: Whoever is a sinner, whoever is unwise, whoever 
is a fool, and whoever, in short, is miserable, him the kingdom of God will receive. Do you not, therefore, call a sinner, an unjust man, a thief, a 
housebreaker, a wizard, one who is sacrilegious, and a robber of sepulchres? What other persons would the cryer nominate, who should call robbers 
together?” STOAA:21
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practically nothing. The pagan Mysteries opposed the Christians during the early centuries of their church, declaring that the new 
faith (Christianity) did not demand virtue and integrity as requisites for salvation. Celsus expressed himself on the subject in the 
following caustic terms:

“That I do not, however, accuse the Christians more bitterly than truth compels, may be conjectured from hence, that the cryers 
who call men to other mysteries proclaim as follows: 'Let him approach whose hands are pure, and whose words are wise.' And 
again, others proclaim: 'Let him approach who is pure from all wickedness, whose soul is not conscious of any evil, and who leads 
a just and upright life.' And these things are proclaimed by those who promise a purification from error. Let us now hear who 
those are that are called to the Christian mysteries: Whoever is a sinner, whoever is unwise, whoever is a fool, and whoever, 
in short, is miserable, him the kingdom of God will receive. Do you not, therefore, call a sinner, an unjust man, a thief, a 
housebreaker, a wizard, one who is sacrilegious, and a robber of sepulchres? What other persons would the cryer nominate, 
who should call robbers together?” STOAA:21



It was not the true faith of the early Christian mystics that Celsus attacked, but the false forms that were creeping in even 
during his day. The ideals of early Christianity were based upon the high moral standards of the pagan Mysteries, and the 
first Christians who met under the city of Rome used as their places of worship the subterranean temples of Mithras, from 
whose cult has been borrowed much of the sacerdotalism of the modem church.

The ancient philosophers believed that no man could live intelligently who did not have a fundamental knowledge of Nature 
and her laws. Before man can obey, he must understand, and the Mysteries were devoted to instructing man concerning the 
operation of divine law in the terrestrial sphere. Few of the early cults actually worshiped anthropomorphic deities, although 
their symbolism might lead one to believe they did. They were moralistic rather than religionistic; philosophic rather than 
theologic. They taught man to use his faculties more intelligently, to be patient in the face of adversity, to be courageous 
when confronted by danger, to be true in the midst of temptation, and, most of all, to view a worthy life as the most 
acceptable sacrifice to God, and his body as an altar sacred to the Deity.
Sun worship played an important part in nearly all the early pagan Mysteries. This indicates the probability of their Atlantean origin, for the people of Atlantis 
were sun worshipers. The Solar Deity was usually personified as a beautiful youth, with long golden hair to symbolize the rays of the sun. This golden Sun 
God was slain by wicked ruffians, who personified the evil principle of the universe. By means of certain rituals and ceremonies, symbolic of purification and 
regeneration, this wonderful God of Good was brought back to life and became the Savior of His people. The secret processes whereby He was resurrected 
symbolized those cultures by means of which man is able to overcome his lower nature, master his appetites, and give expression to the higher side of himself. 
The Mysteries were organized for the purpose of assisting the struggling human creature to reawaken the spiritual powers which, surrounded by the flaming 
ring of lust and degeneracy, lay asleep within his soul. In other words, man was offered a way by which he could regain his lost estate. (See Wagner's 
Siegfried.)

In the ancient world, nearly all the secret societies were philosophic and religious. During the mediæval centuries, they were chiefly religious and political, 
although a few philosophic schools remained. In modern times, secret societies, in the Occidental countries, are largely political or fraternal, although in a few 
of them, as in Masonry, the ancient religious and philosophic principles still survive.

Space prohibits a detailed discussion of the secret schools. There were literally scores of these ancient cults, with branches in all parts of the Eastern and 
Western worlds. Some, such as those of Pythagoras and the Hermetists, show a decided Oriental influence, while the Rosicrucians, according to their own 
proclamations, gained much of their wisdom from Arabian mystics. Although the Mystery schools are usually associated with civilization, there is evidence 
that the most uncivilized peoples of prehistoric times had a knowledge of them. Natives of distant islands, many in the lowest forms of savagery, have mystic 
rituals and secret practices which, although primitive, are of a decided Masonic tinge. STOAA:21-2
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This illustration shows Cybele, here called the Syrian 
Goddess, in the robes of a hierophant. Montfaucon 
describes the figure as follows: "Upon her head is an 
episcopal mitre, adorned on the lower part with towers 
and pinnacles; over the gate of the city is a crescent, and 
beneath the circuit of the walls a crown of rays. The 
Goddess wears a sort of surplice, exactly like the surplice 
of a priest or bishop; and upon the surplice a tunic, which 
falls down to the legs; and over all an episcopal cope, with the 
twelve signs of the Zodiac wrought on the borders. The figure hath 
a lion on each side, and holds in its left hand a Tympanum, a 
Sistrum, a Distaff, a Caduceus, and another instrument. In her right 
hand she holds with her middle finger a thunderbolt, and upon the 
same are animals, insects, and, as far as we may guess, flowers, 
fruit, a bow, a quiver, a torch, and a scythe." The whereabouts of 
the statue is unknown, the copy reproduced by Montfaucon being 
from drawings by Pirro Ligorio. STOAA:21
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Sun worship played an important part in nearly all the early pagan Mysteries. This indicates the probability of their 
Atlantean origin, for the people of Atlantis were sun worshipers. The Solar Deity was usually personified as a beautiful 
youth, with long golden hair to symbolize the rays of the sun. This golden Sun God was slain by wicked ruffians, who 
personified the evil principle of the universe. By means of certain rituals and ceremonies, symbolic of purification and 
regeneration, this wonderful God of Good was brought back to life and became the Savior of His people. The secret 
processes whereby He was resurrected symbolized those cultures by means of which man is able to overcome his lower 
nature, master his appetites, and give expression to the higher side of himself. The Mysteries were organized for the 
purpose of assisting the struggling human creature to reawaken the spiritual powers which, surrounded by the flaming ring 
of lust and degeneracy, lay asleep within his soul. In other words, man was offered a way by which he could regain his lost 
estate. (See Wagner's Siegfried.)

In the ancient world, nearly all the secret societies were philosophic and religious. During the mediæval centuries, they were chiefly religious and political, 
although a few philosophic schools remained. In modern times, secret societies, in the Occidental countries, are largely political or fraternal, although in a 
few of them, as in Masonry, the ancient religious and philosophic principles still survive.

Space prohibits a detailed discussion of the secret schools. There were literally scores of these ancient cults, with branches in all parts of the Eastern and 
Western worlds. Some, such as those of Pythagoras and the Hermetists, show a decided Oriental influence, while the Rosicrucians, according to their own 
proclamations, gained much of their wisdom from Arabian mystics. Although the Mystery schools are usually associated with civilization, there is evidence 
that the most uncivilized peoples of prehistoric times had a knowledge of them. Natives of distant islands, many in the lowest forms of savagery, have 
mystic rituals and secret practices which, although primitive, are of a decided Masonic tinge. STOAA:21-2
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Occidental countries, are largely political or fraternal, although in a few of them, as in Masonry, the ancient religious and 
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THE DRUIDIC MYSTERIES OF BRITAIN AND GAUL

“The original and primitive inhabitants of Britain, at some remote period, revived and reformed their national institutes. 
Their priest, or instructor, had hitherto been simply named Gwydd, but it was considered to have become necessary to 
divide this office between the national, or superior, priest and another whose influence would be more limited. From 
henceforth the former became Der-Wydd (Druid), or superior instructor, and [the latter] Go-Wydd, or O-Vydd (Ovate), 
subordinate instructor; and both went by the general name of Beirdd (Bards), or teachers of wisdom. As the system matured 
and augmented, the Bardic Order consisted of three classes, the Druids, Beirdd Braint, or privileged Bards, and 
Ovates.” (See Samuel Meyrick and Charles Smith, The Costume of The Original Inhabitants of The British Islands.)

The origin of the word Druid is under dispute. Max Müller believes that, like the Irish word Drui, it means "the men of the oak trees." He further draws 
attention to the fact that the forest gods and tree deities of the Greeks were called dryades. Some believe the word to be of Teutonic origin; others ascribe it 
to the Welsh. A few trace it to the Gaelic druidh, which means "a wise man" or "a sorcerer." In Sanskrit the word dru means "timber."

At the time of the Roman conquest, the Druids were thoroughly ensconced in Britain and Gaul. Their power over the people was unquestioned, and there 
were instances in which armies, about to attack each other, sheathed their swords when ordered to do so by the white-robed Druids. No undertaking of great 
importance was scatted without the assistance of these patriarchs, who stood as mediators between the gods and men. The Druidic Order is deservedly 
credited with having had a deep understanding of Nature and her laws. The Encyclopædia Britannica states that geography, physical science, natural 
theology, and astrology were their favorite studies. The Druids had a fundamental knowledge of medicine, especially the use of herbs and simples. Crude 
surgical instruments also have been found in England and Ireland. An odd treatise on early British medicine states that every practitioner was expected to 
have a garden or back yard for the growing of certain herbs necessary to his profession. Eliphas Levi, the celebrated transcendentalist, makes the following 
significant statement:

"The Druids were priests and physicians, curing by magnetism and charging amylets with their fluidic influence. Their universal remedies were mistletoe and 
serpents' eggs, because these substances attract the astral light in a special manner. The solemnity with which mistletoe was cut down drew upon this plant 
the popular confidence and rendered it powerfully magnetic. * * * The progress of magnetism will some day reveal to us the absorbing properties of 
mistletoe. We shall then understand the secret of those spongy growths which drew the unused virtues of plants and become surcharged with tinctures and 
savors. Mushrooms, truffles, gall on trees, and the different kinds of mistletoe will be employed with understanding by a medical science, which will be new 
because it is old * * * but one must not move quicker than science, which recedes that it may advance the further. " (See The History of Magic.) STOAA:22
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The Druid of the Celtae answered in every respect to the Magus of 
the Persians. The Celtic word for magician is Drui, and the magic art 
is called Druidheacht, and the wand or rod, which was one of the 
badges of their profession, was called Slatnam Druidheacht. But 
after all the ingenuity which has been bestowed upon the origin of 
the word Druid, I am by no means certain that the simple derivation 
of Mr. Davies from Taliessin, the Welsh bard, may not be the true 
one. Taliessin says, that it is a compound word composed of the 
Celtic word Gwydd, a priest, and Dar, superior—superior priest or 
chief-priest. –The Celtic Druids:95
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First page of “De bello Gallico”,  
by Julius Caesar– from a 1469 manuscript



Throughout all Gaul there are two orders of those men who are of any rank and dignity: …of these two orders, one is that of 
the Druids, the other that of the knights. The former are engaged in things sacred, conduct the public and the private 
sacrifices, and interpret all matters of religion. To these a large number of the young men resort for the purpose of instruction, 
and they [the Druids] are in great honor among them. For they determine respecting almost all controversies, public and 
private; and if any crime has been perpetrated, if murder has been committed, if there be any dispute about an inheritance, if 
any about boundaries, these same persons decide it; they decree rewards and punishments; if any one, either in a private or 
public capacity, has not submitted to their decision, they interdict him from the sacrifices. This among them is the most heavy 
punishment. Those who have been thus interdicted are esteemed in the number of the impious and the criminal: all shun 
them, and avoid their society and conversation, lest they receive some evil from their contact; nor is justice administered to 
them when seeking it, nor is any dignity bestowed on them. Over all these Druids one presides, who possesses supreme 
authority among them. Upon his death, if any individual among the rest is pre-eminent in dignity, he succeeds; but, if there 
are many equal, the election is made by the suffrages of the Druids; sometimes they even contend for the presidency with 
arms. These assemble at a fixed period of the year in a consecrated place in the territories of the Carnutes, which is reckoned 
the central region of the whole of Gaul. Hither all, who have disputes, assemble from every part, and submit to their decrees 
and determinations. This institution is supposed to have been devised in Britain, and to have been brought over from it into 
Gaul…

The Druids do not go to war, nor pay tribute together with the rest; they have an exemption from military service and a dispensation in all matters. Induced by 
such great advantages, many embrace this profession of their own accord, and [many] are sent to it by their parents and relations. They are said there to learn 
by heart a great number of verses; accordingly some remain in the course of training twenty years. Nor do they regard it lawful to commit these to writing, 
though in almost all other matters, in their public and private transactions, they use Greek characters. That practice they seem to me to have adopted for two 
reasons; because they neither desire their doctrines to be divulged among the mass of the people, nor those who learn, to devote themselves the less to the 
efforts of memory, relying on writing; since it generally occurs to most men, that, in their dependence on writing, they relax their diligence in learning 
thoroughly, and their employment of the memory. They wish to inculcate this as one of their leading tenets, that souls do not become extinct, but pass after 
death from one body to another, and they think that men by this tenet are in a great degree excited to valor, the fear of death being disregarded. They likewise 
discuss and impart to the youth many things respecting the stars and their motion, respecting the extent of the world and of our earth, respecting the nature of 

things, respecting the power and the majesty of the immortal gods.  –'Commentaries on the Gallic War' book 6, ch.13-14
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Upon his death, if any individual among the rest is pre-eminent in dignity, he succeeds; but, if there are many equal, the election is made by the suffrages of the 
Druids; sometimes they even contend for the presidency with arms. These assemble at a fixed period of the year in a consecrated place in the territories of the 
Carnutes, which is reckoned the central region of the whole of Gaul. Hither all, who have disputes, assemble from every part, and submit to their decrees and 
determinations. This institution is supposed to have been devised in Britain, and to have been brought over from it into Gaul…

The Druids do not go to war, nor pay tribute together with the rest; they have an exemption from military service and a 
dispensation in all matters. Induced by such great advantages, many embrace this profession of their own accord, and [many] 
are sent to it by their parents and relations. They are said there to learn by heart a great number of verses; accordingly some 
remain in the course of training twenty years. Nor do they regard it lawful to commit these to writing, though in almost all 
other matters, in their public and private transactions, they use Greek characters. That practice they seem to me to have 
adopted for two reasons; because they neither desire their doctrines to be divulged among the mass of the people, nor those 
who learn, to devote themselves the less to the efforts of memory, relying on writing; since it generally occurs to most men, 
that, in their dependence on writing, they relax their diligence in learning thoroughly, and their employment of the memory. 
They wish to inculcate this as one of their leading tenets, that souls do not become extinct, but pass after death from one body 
to another, and they think that men by this tenet are in a great degree excited to valor, the fear of death being disregarded. 
They likewise discuss and impart to the youth many things respecting the stars and their motion, respecting the extent of the 
world and of our earth, respecting the nature of things, respecting the power and the majesty of the immortal gods.  
–'Commentaries on the Gallic War' book 6, ch.13-14



THE DRUIDIC MYSTERIES OF BRITAIN AND GAUL

“The original and primitive inhabitants of Britain, at some remote period, revived and reformed their national institutes. Their priest, or instructor, had 
hitherto been simply named Gwydd, but it was considered to have become necessary to divide this office between the national, or superior, priest and another 
whose influence would be more limited. From henceforth the former became Der-Wydd (Druid), or superior instructor, and [the latter] Go-Wydd, or O-Vydd 
(Ovate), subordinate instructor; and both went by the general name of Beirdd (Bards), or teachers of wisdom. As the system matured and augmented, the 
Bardic Order consisted of three classes, the Druids, Beirdd Braint, or privileged Bards, and Ovates.” (See Samuel Meyrick and Charles Smith, The Costume 
of The Original Inhabitants of The British Islands.)

The origin of the word Druid is under dispute. Max Müller believes that, like the Irish word Drui, it means "the men of the oak trees." He further draws 
attention to the fact that the forest gods and tree deities of the Greeks were called dryades. Some believe the word to be of Teutonic origin; others ascribe it 
to the Welsh. A few trace it to the Gaelic druidh, which means "a wise man" or "a sorcerer." In Sanskrit the word dru means "timber."

At the time of the Roman conquest, the Druids were thoroughly ensconced in Britain and Gaul. Their power over the people was unquestioned, and there 
were instances in which armies, about to attack each other, sheathed their swords when ordered to do so by the white-robed Druids. No undertaking of great 
importance was scatted without the assistance of these patriarchs, who stood as mediators between the gods and men. The Druidic Order is deservedly 
credited with having had a deep understanding of Nature and her laws. The Encyclopædia Britannica states that geography, physical science, natural 
theology, and astrology were their favorite studies. The Druids had a fundamental knowledge of medicine, especially the use of herbs and simples. Crude 
surgical instruments also have been found in England and Ireland. An odd treatise on early British medicine states that every practitioner was expected to 

have a garden or back yard for the growing of certain herbs necessary to his profession. Eliphas Levi, the celebrated transcendentalist, makes 
the following significant statement:

"The Druids were priests and physicians, curing by magnetism and charging amylets with their fluidic influence. Their 
universal remedies were mistletoe and serpents' eggs, because these substances attract the astral light in a special manner. 
The solemnity with which mistletoe was cut down drew upon this plant the popular confidence and rendered it powerfully 
magnetic. * * * The progress of magnetism will some day reveal to us the absorbing properties of mistletoe. We shall then 
understand the secret of those spongy growths which drew the unused virtues of plants and become surcharged with 
tinctures and savors. Mushrooms, truffles, gall on trees, and the different kinds of mistletoe will be employed with 
understanding by a medical science, which will be new because it is old * * * but one must not move quicker than science, 
which recedes that it may advance the further. " (See The History of Magic.) STOAA:22



Eliphas Levi, the celebrated transcendentalist, makes 
the following significant statement:

The Druids were priests and physicians, curing by 
magnetism and charging amulets with their fluidic 
influence. Their universal remedies were mistletoe 
and serpents’ eggs, because these substances attract 
the Astral Light in an especial manner.

The solemnity with which mistletoe was cut drew 
down upon this plant the popular confidence and 
rendered it powerfully magnetic. It came about in this 
manner that it worked marvelous cures, above all 
when it was fortified by the Druids with conjurations 
and charms… The progress of magnetism will some 
day reveal to us the absorbing properties of mistletoe; 
we shall then understand the secret of those spongy 
growths which draw the unused virtue of plants and 
become surcharged with tinctures and savours. 
Mushrooms, truffles, gall on trees and the different 
kinds of mistletoe will be employed with 
understanding by a medical science which will be 
new because it is old. We shall cease to ridicule 
Paracelsus, who collected moss (usnea) from the 
skulls of hanged men; but one must not move quicker 
than science, which recedes that it may advance the 
further. –The History of Magic:330-31





"Basic research shows that mistletoe extracts may stimulate the immune system to fight cancer. Studies in 
humans show that mistletoe treatment may improve symptoms and reduce side effects of cancer 
treatments. ...More studies are needed to see if mistletoe can be used as supportive therapy in cancer 
care.” –from the website of the Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center



There was a celebrated Druidic college at Autun, and, according to Saint-Foix, its armorial bearings still exist in that 
town. They are azure, with serpents argent couchant, surmounted by mistletoe, garnished with acorns vert, to 
distinguish it from other mistletoe, it being the oak and not the mistletoe which naturally bears the acorns. Mistletoe 
is a parasitic plant which has fruit particular to itself.1 
1 It was supposed to increase the species by preventing sterility, and it was dignified by other ascribed virtues ; it was the ethereal tree and the 
growth of the high summit. It was included among the ingredients of the mystical cauldron of Keridwen, in which genius, inspiration and 
serenity were said to dwell. –The History of Magic:329-30



Not only was the mistletoe sacred as symbolic of the universal medicine, or panacea, but also because of the fact that it 
grew upon the oak tree. Through the symbol of the oak, the Druids worshiped the Supreme Deity; therefore, anything 
growing upon that tree was sacred to Him. At certain seasons, according to the positions of the sun, moon, and stars, the 
Arch-Druid climbed the oak tree and cut the mistletoe with a golden sickle consecrated for that service. The parasitic 
growth was caught in white cloths provided for the purpose, lest it touch the earth and be polluted by terrestrial vibrations. 
Usually a sacrifice of a white bull was made under the tree.

The Druids were initiates of a secret school that existed in their midst. This school, which closely resembled the Bacchic and Eleusinian Mysteries of Greece 
or the Egyptian rites of Isis and Osiris, is justly designated the Druidic Mysteries. There has been much speculation concerning the secret wisdom that the 
Druids claimed to possess. Their secret teachings were never written, but were communicated orally to specially prepared candidates. Robert Brown, 32°, is 
of the opinion that the British priests secured their information from Tyrian and Phœnician navigators who, thousands of years before the Christian Era, 
established colonies in Britain and Gaul while searching for tin. Thomas Maurice, in his Indian Antiquities, discourses at length on Phœnician, Carthaginian, 
and Greek expeditions to the British Isles for the purpose of procuring tin. Others are of the opinion that the Mysteries as celebrated by the Druids were of 
Oriental origin, possibly Buddhistic.

The proximity of the British Isles to the lost Atlantis may account for the sun worship which plays an important part in the rituals of Druidism. According to 
Artemidorus, Ceres and Persephone were worshiped on an island close to Britain with rites and ceremonies similar to those of Samothrace. There is no doubt 
that the Druidic Pantheon includes a large number of Greek and Roman deities. This greatly amazed Cæsar during his conquest of Britain and Gaul, and 
caused him to affirm that these tribes adored Mercury, Apollo, Mars, and Jupiter, in a manner similar to that of the Latin countries. It is almost certain that 
the Druidic Mysteries were not indigenous to Britain or Gaul, but migrated from one of the more ancient civilizations.

The school of the Druids was divided into three distinct parts, and the secret teachings embodied therein are practically the same as the mysteries concealed 
under the allegories of Blue Lodge Masonry. The lowest of the three divisions was that of Ovate (Ovydd). This was an honorary degree, requiring no special 
purification or preparation. The Ovates dressed in green, the Druidic color of learning, and were expected to know something about medicine, astronomy, 
poetry if possible, and sometimes music. An Ovate was an individual admitted to the Druidic Order because of his general excellence and superior 
knowledge concerning the problems of life.

The second division was that of Bard (Beirdd). Its members were robed in sky-blue, to represent harmony and truth, and to them was assigned the labor of 
memorizing, at least in part, the twenty thousand verses of Druidic sacred poetry. They were often pictured with the primitive British or Irish harp--an 
instrument strung with human hair, and having as many strings as there were ribs on one side of the human body. These Bards were often chosen as teachers 
of candidates seeking entrance into the Druidic Mysteries. Neophytes wore striped robes of blue, green, and white, these being the three sacred colors of the 
Druidic Order. STOAA:22
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When the end of the year approached, they marched with 
great solemnity to gather the misletoe of the oak, in order 
to present it to Jupiter, inviting all the world to assist at 
this ceremony, with these words: The new year is at 
hand, gather the misletoe.” Pliny says, “The Druids (as 
the Gauls call their magicians or wise men) held nothing 
so sacred as the misletoe, and the tree on which it grows, 
provided it was an oak. They make choice of oak groves 
in preference to all others, and perform no rites without 
oak leaves; so that they seem to have the name of Druids 
from them, if we derive their name from the Greek. They 
think whatever grows on these trees is sent from heaven, 
and is a sign that the Deity has made choice of that tree. 
–The Celtic Druids:286-7





“The Druids seek studiously for an oak tree, large and 
handsome, growing up with two principal arms, in form 
of a cross, beside the main stem upright. If the two 
horizontal arms are not sufficiently adapted to the figure, 
they fasten a cross-beam to it. This tree they consecrate in 
this manner. Upon the right branch they cut in the bark, in 
fair characters, the word HESUS, upon the middle or 
upright stem the word TARAMIS, upon the left branch 
BELENUS, over this, above the going off of the arms, 
they cut the name of God, THAU, under all the same 
repeated THAU. 

“This tree so inscribed, they make their kebla in the grove 
cathedral, or summer church, toward which they direct 
their faces in the offices of religion…” –Elias Schedius, “De Dis 
Germanis: Sive Veteri Germanorum, Gallorum, Britannorum, Vandalorum, 
Religione, Syngrammata Quatuor”
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The Druids – that is what they call 
their magicians – hold nothing more 
sacred than the mistletoe and a tree 
on which it is growing, provided it is a 
hard-timbered oak [robur]... 
Mistletoe is rare and when found it is 
gathered with great ceremony, and 
particularly on the sixth day of the 
moon.... Hailing the moon in a native 
word that means 'healing all things,' 
they prepare a ritual sacrifice and 
banquet beneath a tree and bring up 
two white bulls, whose horns are 
bound for the first time on this 
occasion. A priest arrayed in white 
vestments climbs the tree and, with a 
golden sickle, cuts down the mistletoe, 
which is caught in a white cloak. Then 
finally they kill the victims, praying to 
a god to render his gift propitious to 
those on whom he has bestowed it. 
They believe that mistletoe given in 
drink will impart fertility to any 
animal that is barren and that it is an 
antidote to all poisons.  
–from 'Natural History’ by Pliny the Elder
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Not only was the mistletoe sacred as symbolic of the universal medicine, or panacea, but also because of the fact that it grew upon the oak tree. Through the 
symbol of the oak, the Druids worshiped the Supreme Deity; therefore, anything growing upon that tree was sacred to Him. At certain seasons, according to 
the positions of the sun, moon, and stars, the Arch-Druid climbed the oak tree and cut the mistletoe with a golden sickle consecrated for that service. The 
parasitic growth was caught in white cloths provided for the purpose, lest it touch the earth and be polluted by terrestrial vibrations. Usually a sacrifice of a 
white bull was made under the tree.

The Druids were initiates of a secret school that existed in their midst. This school, which closely resembled the Bacchic 
and Eleusinian Mysteries of Greece or the Egyptian rites of Isis and Osiris, is justly designated the Druidic Mysteries. There 
has been much speculation concerning the secret wisdom that the Druids claimed to possess. Their secret teachings were 
never written, but were communicated orally to specially prepared candidates. Robert Brown, 32°, is of the opinion that the 
British priests secured their information from Tyrian and Phœnician navigators who, thousands of years before the Christian 
Era, established colonies in Britain and Gaul while searching for tin. Thomas Maurice, in his Indian Antiquities, discourses 
at length on Phœnician, Carthaginian, and Greek expeditions to the British Isles for the purpose of procuring tin. Others are 
of the opinion that the Mysteries as celebrated by the Druids were of Oriental origin, possibly Buddhistic.

The proximity of the British Isles to the lost Atlantis may account for the sun worship which plays an important part in the rituals of Druidism. According to 
Artemidorus, Ceres and Persephone were worshiped on an island close to Britain with rites and ceremonies similar to those of Samothrace. There is no doubt 
that the Druidic Pantheon includes a large number of Greek and Roman deities. This greatly amazed Cæsar during his conquest of Britain and Gaul, and 
caused him to affirm that these tribes adored Mercury, Apollo, Mars, and Jupiter, in a manner similar to that of the Latin countries. It is almost certain that 
the Druidic Mysteries were not indigenous to Britain or Gaul, but migrated from one of the more ancient civilizations.

The school of the Druids was divided into three distinct parts, and the secret teachings embodied therein are practically the same as the mysteries concealed 
under the allegories of Blue Lodge Masonry. The lowest of the three divisions was that of Ovate (Ovydd). This was an honorary degree, requiring no special 
purification or preparation. The Ovates dressed in green, the Druidic color of learning, and were expected to know something about medicine, astronomy, 
poetry if possible, and sometimes music. An Ovate was an individual admitted to the Druidic Order because of his general excellence and superior 
knowledge concerning the problems of life.

The second division was that of Bard (Beirdd). Its members were robed in sky-blue, to represent harmony and truth, and to them was assigned the labor of 
memorizing, at least in part, the twenty thousand verses of Druidic sacred poetry. They were often pictured with the primitive British or Irish harp--an 
instrument strung with human hair, and having as many strings as there were ribs on one side of the human body. These Bards were often chosen as teachers 
of candidates seeking entrance into the Druidic Mysteries. Neophytes wore striped robes of blue, green, and white, these being the three sacred colors of the 
Druidic Order. STOAA:22



Not only was the mistletoe sacred as symbolic of the universal medicine, or panacea, but also because of the fact that it grew upon the oak tree. Through the 
symbol of the oak, the Druids worshiped the Supreme Deity; therefore, anything growing upon that tree was sacred to Him. At certain seasons, according to 
the positions of the sun, moon, and stars, the Arch-Druid climbed the oak tree and cut the mistletoe with a golden sickle consecrated for that service. The 
parasitic growth was caught in white cloths provided for the purpose, lest it touch the earth and be polluted by terrestrial vibrations. Usually a sacrifice of a 
white bull was made under the tree.

The Druids were initiates of a secret school that existed in their midst. This school, which closely resembled the Bacchic 
and Eleusinian Mysteries of Greece or the Egyptian rites of Isis and Osiris, is justly designated the Druidic Mysteries. There 
has been much speculation concerning the secret wisdom that the Druids claimed to possess. Their secret teachings were 
never written, but were communicated orally to specially prepared candidates. Robert Brown, 32°, is of the opinion that 
the British priests secured their information from Tyrian and Phœnician navigators who, thousands of years before 
the Christian Era, established colonies in Britain and Gaul while searching for tin. Thomas Maurice, in his Indian 
Antiquities, discourses at length on Phœnician, Carthaginian, and Greek expeditions to the British Isles for the purpose of 
procuring tin. Others are of the opinion that the Mysteries as celebrated by the Druids were of Oriental origin, possibly 
Buddhistic.

The proximity of the British Isles to the lost Atlantis may account for the sun worship which plays an important part in the rituals of Druidism. According to 
Artemidorus, Ceres and Persephone were worshiped on an island close to Britain with rites and ceremonies similar to those of Samothrace. There is no doubt 
that the Druidic Pantheon includes a large number of Greek and Roman deities. This greatly amazed Cæsar during his conquest of Britain and Gaul, and 
caused him to affirm that these tribes adored Mercury, Apollo, Mars, and Jupiter, in a manner similar to that of the Latin countries. It is almost certain that 
the Druidic Mysteries were not indigenous to Britain or Gaul, but migrated from one of the more ancient civilizations.

The school of the Druids was divided into three distinct parts, and the secret teachings embodied therein are practically the same as the mysteries concealed 
under the allegories of Blue Lodge Masonry. The lowest of the three divisions was that of Ovate (Ovydd). This was an honorary degree, requiring no special 
purification or preparation. The Ovates dressed in green, the Druidic color of learning, and were expected to know something about medicine, astronomy, 
poetry if possible, and sometimes music. An Ovate was an individual admitted to the Druidic Order because of his general excellence and superior 
knowledge concerning the problems of life.

The second division was that of Bard (Beirdd). Its members were robed in sky-blue, to represent harmony and truth, and to them was assigned the labor of 
memorizing, at least in part, the twenty thousand verses of Druidic sacred poetry. They were often pictured with the primitive British or Irish harp--an 
instrument strung with human hair, and having as many strings as there were ribs on one side of the human body. These Bards were often chosen as teachers 
of candidates seeking entrance into the Druidic Mysteries. Neophytes wore striped robes of blue, green, and white, these being the three sacred colors of the 
Druidic Order. STOAA:22








