Prologue

The major task of the Master in the early stages of training His disciple is to bring to an end the period of the disciple's intense preoccupation with himself, with his service, with his reaction to the Master or the promise of future contact with the Master, with his own ideas anent discipleship and his personal interpretations of truth.  The Master takes a group of people with fixed ideas (which they are entirely sure are correct, being the best and highest they have been able to grasp to date) and with the conviction that they have reached a point where they have registered certain spiritual values and concepts, where they have evolved their own formulations of truth and where they are eagerly demanding the next step.  The first thing, therefore, which He has to do is (using a strong and perhaps strange phrase) to blast them wide open, give them a deep sense of insecurity as to the formulas and symbols of the lower concrete mind and so prepare them for the reception of newer and higher approaches to truth.  This is frequently brought about by forcing them to question all the conclusions of the past.

We have all--disciples and initiates of all degrees--to enter the secret place of initiation with a sense of blindness (or loss of direction) and with a feeling of complete destitution.  The disciple needs to bear in mind that he has to become "a moving point and hence a line";  he ascends towards the Hierarchy and assumes the correct spiritual attitude but, at the same time, he descends into what he erroneously regards as the depth of human difficulty and iniquity (if necessary), preserving always his spiritual integrity but learning three important lessons:

1. The recognition that he shares all human tendencies, good and bad, and hence is able to serve.

2. The discovery that the thing which he most despises and fears is the thing which exists most strongly in him, but which is as yet unrecognized.  He discovers also that he has to explore and know these despised and feared areas of consciousness so that they become eventually an asset, instead of something to be avoided.  He learns to fear nothing; he is all things; he is a human being but he is also a mystic, an occultist, a psychic and a disciple.  And—because of all these acquired states of consciousness--he becomes eventually a Master.  He has "mastered" all stages and states of awareness.

3. The uselessness of past attitudes and dogmatic ways of looking at life and people (based usually on tradition and circumstance) when they separate him from his fellow-men.

When he has really learnt these three things, he is initiate.  DNA1 708-709

