Three Stages of Spiritual Development

The work of evolution, being part of the determination of Deity to express divinity through form, is necessarily, therefore, the task of revelation, and as far as man is concerned, this revelation works out as the growth of soul evolution and falls into three stages:

       1. 
Individualization . . . . . . . . Personality.

       2. 
Initiation . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Ego [Soul].

       3. 
Identification . . . . . . . . . . . Monad.  EP2 8 

Individualization, Initiation and Identification are the three main stages in the evolutionary activity of the life of God and condition the quality of each of the three divine centers....

     In the human center, the man becomes identified with himself; in the Hierarchy, he becomes identified with the group; in Shamballa, He becomes identified with the planetary WHOLE.  RI 372

We have thus touched upon the three great divisions which mark the soul's progress towards its goal.  Through the process of Individualization, the soul arrives at a true self-consciousness and awareness in the three worlds of its experience.  The actor in the drama of life masters his part.  Through the process of Initiation, the soul becomes aware of the essential nature of divinity.  Participation in full consciousness with the group and the absorption of the personal and individual into the Whole, characterize this stage on the path of evolution.  Finally comes that mysterious process wherein the soul becomes so absorbed into that supreme Reality and Synthesis through Identification that even the consciousness of the group fades out (except when deliberately recovered in the work of service).  Naught is then known save Deity--no separation of any part, no lesser synthesis, and no divisions or differentiations.  EP2 19

As we close our discussion of the three steps of Individualization, Initiation and Identification, which mark the progress of the soul from identification with form until it loses itself and its own identity in a higher identification with the Absolute One, let us carry our thoughts forward to that point in time and space wherein the spiritual consciousness releases itself from all the categories of awareness and all differentiations, and from the final sense of selfhood, and merges itself in that sublime condition in which self-centeredness (as we understand it) disappears.  EP2 29

The work starts at Individualization, and continues through the two final stages of Initiation and Identification.  These three stages mark the progress of the soul consciousness from that of identification with the form to that of identification with the Self.  These three words--individualization, initiation and identification--cover the whole process of man's career from the time he emerges into the human kingdom till he passes out of it at the third initiation, and functions freely in the fifth kingdom, the kingdom of God.  EP2 27

Therefore, it might be said that:

1.
Through the door of individualization the subhuman kingdoms pass to human vision, leading to mental contact and intelligent impression.

2.
Through the door of initiation humanity passes to spiritual vision, leading to soul contact and spiritual impression.

3.
Through the door of identification the Hierarchy passes to universal vision, leading to monadic contact and extra-planetary impression.  TEV 56

But at this point I should like to emphasize something which applies to every human being.  When animal-man passed through the door of individualization and became a human being he came possessed of an innate potency of sight;  for aeons he has seen in the three worlds, and many have for several lives sought after the vision which stabilizes the aspirant upon the Path.  Through the door of initiation, having attained the mystical vision, each aspirant will become aware of that within himself which permits of a spiritual perception of such an expansive nature that he gets his first real and individual glimpse of the divine Plan; from that moment his entire life is altered.  Later (and this I cannot expect the student to understand; if he thinks he does, he is being misled by words), he will pass through the door of identification.  This is a perfectly meaningless phrase, since its significance is most carefully guarded.  Symbolically speaking and in order to preserve the concept of this door in the mind of humanity, true esoteric meetings are entered on the password.  Only the WORD can enter through this door--this highest and widest of all doors.  Once through that door and once eligible to the Council Chamber of the Great Lord, the Initiate will comprehend what is meant by "monadic impression."  It is not  impression by a  Monad (that meaningless term) upon the brain of a man who has constructed the antahkarana and passed the fourth initiation.  It is an innate responsiveness to the Purpose of the Universal Mind of the One in Whom we live and move and have our being.  TEV 73-74

It is this living realization of Being and of identification with the planetary Logos upon the cosmic mental plane which constituted the unfolding awareness of the Christ upon the Way of the Higher Evolution.  Therefore, experience, perception and Being are the keynotes of:

       1. 
The Path of Evolution.

       2.
The mode of unfoldment upon the Path.

       3.
The state of divine focus upon the Way.

In other words, you have the states of Individualization, of Initiation, and of Identification.  RI 291

The final result of the work of the Christ is to be found in our identification with the whole: individuality, initiation, and identification--these are the terms in which the message of the Christ can be summarized.  He said, when on Earth: "I and my Father are One," and in these words epitomized His entire message.  I, the individual, through initiation, am identified with Deity.  Therefore we have:

The Christ . . the result . . Individualism, Initiation, Identification.

The work of the Christ is expressed for us in words beginning with the ninth letter of the alphabet, the letter I, and this number is the number of initiation.  These things happen not idly but all have their underlying purpose.  EX 413  

Individualization marks one stage of the process in the intensification of "fire by friction."  It has relation to the achievement of Brahma, and marks a point in the energizing of substance.  Certain forms are ready for self-consciousness.  Two cosmic Rays of differing polarities are mutually attracted.

     Initiation marks a stage in the intensification of "solar Fire."  It has relation to the achievement of Vishnu, and marks a point in the evolution of consciousness, through self-consciousness to group consciousness, or universal consciousness.

     Identification with the aggregate of all groups might be the term used to express the final stages of the evolutionary process; it marks a period towards the close of the mahamanvantara when all groups begin consciously to work out the eternal Will.  It involves a type of realization, incredible to man now but which is conceivable (though not yet practicable) to the Chohans of the Hierarchy now on Earth.  They work consciously carrying out the Will of the planetary Logos in the planet, but even They are as yet far from appreciating fully the Will and purpose of the Logos as He works through the system.  Glimpses They may get, and an idea of the general plan, but the details are as yet unrecognizable.  CF 731-732

