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THE PROBLEM OF DIVERSITY
From Kircher's Ars Magna Sciendi

In the above diagram Kircher arranges
eighteen objects in two vertical columns and
then determines the number of arrangements
in which they can be combined. By the same
method Kircher further estimates that fifty
objects may be arranged in
1,273,726,838,815,420,339,851,343,083,767 .0
05,515,293,749,454,795 ,408,000,000,000,000
combinations. From this it will be evident that
infinite diversity 1s possible, for the countless

parts of the universe may be related to each

other in an incalculable number of ways; and
through the various combinations of these
limitless subdivisions of being, infinite
individuality and infinite variety must
inevitably result. Thus it is further evident that
life can never become monotonous or exhaust

the possibilities of variety.
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THE PROBLEM OF DIVERSITY
From Kircher's Ars Magna Sciendi

In the above diagram Kircher arranges
eighteen objects in two vertical columns and
then determines the number of arrangements
in which they can be combined. By the same
method Kircher further estimates that fifty
objects may be arranged in
1,273,726,838,815,420,339,851,343,083,767,0
05,515,293,749.,454,795 ,408,000,000,000,000
combinations. From this it will be evident
that infinite diversity is possible, for the
countless parts of the universe may be related
to each other in an incalculable number of

ways; and through the various combinations of

these limitless subdivisions of being, infinite
individuality and infinite variety must
inevitably result. Thus it is further evident that
life can never become monotonous or exhaust

the possibilities of variety.
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Plato’s Three Orders of Being

1. The Unmoved Mover (also The Prime Mover)
e That which continually moves yet itself 1s unmoved
» The power of abidance is inherent
e [t is the Divine Permanence upon which all things
are established
e Nobler even than self-motion
e The first of all dignities

. The Self-moved
e That in which motion is inherent
e Cannot be separated from its motive power
* Incapable of dissolution
 The nature of the immortals

3. That which is moved

e That which has motion imparted to it from another
 Can be separated from the source of its animating

principle
* Subject to dissolution

* The nature of mortal beings




Absolute Abstract Motion

The Great Breath
Eternal, Ceaseless Motion
An Arcane, Living (Or Moving) Fire

Absolute Unconditioned Consciousness
The Universal World-Soul

Chit

Chaitanya

Mahat

Maha-Buddhi.
Pre-Cosmic Ideation
Universal Mind

Pure Noumenon Of Thought

Immutable Divine Thought




Plato’s Three Orders of Being

1. The Unmoved Mover (also The Prime Mover)

e That which continually moves [others] yet itself is
unmoved

* The power of abidance is inherent

* It is the Divine Permanence upon which all things
are established

e Nobler even than self-motion

* The first of all dignities

2. The Self-moved
 That in which motion is inherent
e Cannot be separated from its motive power
e Incapable of dissolution
 The nature of the immortals

3. That which is moved
» That which has motion imparted to it from another

* Can be separated from the source of its animating
principle

* Subject to dissolution

e The nature of mortal beings




Pythagoras

Socrates
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“No one will deny that the soul of
Pythagoras was sent to mankind
from Apollo's domain, having
either been one of his attendants,
or more intimate associates,
which may be inferred both from
his birth, and his versatile
wisdom.” —Iamblichus




The sect of the Academic philosophers instituted by Plato (427-347 B.C.) was divided into three major parts--the old, the middle, and the
new Academy. Among the old Academics were Speusippus, Zenocrates, Poleman, Crates, and Crantor. Arcesilaus instituted the middle
Academy and Carneades founded the new. Chief among the masters of Plato was Socrates. Plato traveled widely and was initiated by the
Egyptians into the profundities of Hermetic philosophy. He also derived much from the doctrines of the Pythagoreans. Cicero describes
the threefold constitution of Platonic philosophy as comprising ethics, physics, and dialectics. Plato defined good as threefold in character:
good in the soul, expressed through the virtues; good in the body, expressed through the symmetry and endurance of the parts; and good in
the external world, expressed through social position and companionship. In The Book of Speusippus on Platonic Definitions, that great
Platonist thus defines God: "A being that lives immortally by means of Himself alone, sufficing for His own blessedness, the eternal
Essence, cause of His own goodness. According to Plato, the One is the term most suitable for defining the Absolute, since the whole
precedes the parts and diversity is dependent on unity, but unity not on diversity. The One, moreover, is before being, for fo be is an
attribute or condition of the One.

Platonic philosophy is based upon the postulation of three orders of being: that which moves unmoved, that which is self-moved, and that
which 1s moved. That which 1s immovable but moves is anterior to that which is self-moved, which likewise 1s anterior to that which it
moves. That in which motion is inherent cannot be separated from its motive power; it is therefore incapable of dissolution. Of such nature
are the immortals. That which has motion imparted to it from another can be separated from the source of its an animating principle; it is
therefore subject to dissolution. Of such nature are mortal beings. Superior to both the mortals and the immortals is that condition which
continually moves yet itself is unmoved. To this constitution the power of abidance is inherent; it is therefore the Divine Permanence upon

which all things are established. Being nobler even than self-motion, the unmoved Mover is the first of all dignities. The Platonic

discipline was founded upon the theory that learning is really reminiscence, or the bringing into objectivity of
knowledge formerly acquired by the soul in a previous state of existence. At the entrance of the Platonic school

in the Academy were written the words: "Let none ignorant of geometry enter here."

After the death of Plato, his disciples separated into two groups. One, the Academics, continued to meet in the Academy where once he
had presided; the other, the Peripatetics, removed to the Lyceum under the leadership of Aristotle (384-322 B.C.). Plato recognized
Aristotle as his greatest disciple and, according to Philoponus, referred to him as "the mind of the school." If Aristotle were absent from

the lectures, Plato would say: "The intellect is not here." STOAA:15
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Of the prodigious genius of Aristotle, Thomas Taylor writes in his introduction to The Metaphysics: "When we
consider that he was not only well acquainted with every science, as his works abundantly evince, but that he
wrote on almost every subject which is comprehended in the circle of human knowledge, and this with
matchless accuracy and skill, we know not which to admire most, the penetration or extent of his mind.” Of the

philosophy of Aristotle, the same author says: "The end of Aristotle's moral philosophy is perfection through the

virtues, and the end of his contemplative philosophy, a union with the one principle of all things.”

Aristotle conceived philosophy to be twofold: practical and theoretical. Practical philosophy embraced ethics and politics; theoretical
philosophy, physics and logic. Metaphysics he considered to be the science concerning that substance which has the principle of motion
and rest inherent to itself. To Aristotle the soul is that by which man first lives, feels, and understands. Hence to the soul he assigned three
faculties: nutritive, sensitive, and intellective. He further considered the soul to be twofold--rational and irrational--and in some particulars
elevated the sense perceptions above the mind. Aristotle defined wisdom as the science of first Causes. The four major divisions of his
philosophy are dialectics, physics, ethics, and metaphysics. God is defined as the First Mover, the Best of beings, an immovable
Substance, separate from sensible things, void of corporeal quantity, without parts and indivisible. Platonism is based upon a priori
reasoning; Aristotelianism upon a posteriori reasoning. Aristotle taught his pupil, Alexander the Great, to feel that if he had not done a
good deed he had not reigned that day. Among his followers were Theophrastus, Strato, Lyco, Aristo, Critolaus, and Diodorus.

Of Skepticism as propounded by Pyrrho of Elis (365-275 B.C.) and by Timon, Sextus Empiricus said that those who seek must find or
deny they have found or can find, or persevere in the inquiry. Those who suppose they have found truth are called Dogmatists; those who
think it incomprehensible are the Academics; those who still seek are the Skeptics. The attitude of Skepticism towards the knowable is
summed up by Sextus Empiricus in the following words: "But the chief ground of Skepticism is that to every reason there is an opposite
reason equivalent, which makes us forbear to dogmatize." The Skeptics were strongly opposed to the Dogmatists and were agnostic in that
they held the accepted theories regarding Deity to be self-contradictory and undemonstrable. "How," asked the Skeptic, "can we have
indubitate knowledge of God, knowing not His substance, form or place; for, while philosophers disagree irreconcilably on these points,
their conclusions cannot be considered as undoubtedly true?" Since absolute knowledge was considered unattainable, the Skeptics

declared the end of their discipline to be: "In opinionatives, indisturbance; in impulsives, moderation; and in disquietives, suspension.”
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The goal of a good human is to exercise
well and finely the soul's activities
according to reason... Reason knows
what 1s good both for oneself and in the
treatment of others.” —Aristotle




The Son of Mind, the soul, [is] the product of the thought of the Universal Mind, the thinking, perceiving,
discriminating, analysing Identity or spiritual Entity. This aspect of the One Life is characterised by pure mind,

pure reason, pure love, and pure will. EH:511




Absolute Abstract Motion

The Great Breath
Eternal, Ceaseless Motion
An Arcane, Living (Or Moving) Fire

Absolute Unconditioned Consciousness
The Universal World-Soul

Chit

Chaitanya

Mahat

Maha-Buddhi.
Pre-Cosmic Ideation
Universal Mind

Pure Noumenon Of Thought

Immutable Divine Thought

The goal of a good human is to exercise well and
finely the soul's activities according to reason.
—Aristotle

Plato’s Three Orders of Being

1. The Unmoved Mover (also The Prime Mover)

e That which continually moves [others] yet itself is
unmoved

e The power of abidance is inherent

e [t is the Divine Permanence upon which all things
are established

e Nobler even than self-motion

e The first of all dignities

. The Self-moved
e That in which motion is inherent
e Cannot be separated from its motive power
* Incapable of dissolution
e The nature of the immortals

3. That which is moved
e That which has motion imparted to it from another
e Can be separated from the source of its animating
principle
e Subject to dissolution
e The nature of mortal beings

The Son of Mind, the soul, [is] the product of the thought of the Universal Mind, the thinking, perceiving,

discriminating, analysing Identity or spiritual Entity. This aspect of the One Life is characterised by pure mind,

pure reason, pure love, and pure will. EH:511
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Of the prodigious genius of Aristotle, Thomas Taylor writes in his introduction to The Metaphysics: "When we consider that he was not
only well acquainted with every science, as his works abundantly evince, but that he wrote on almost every subject which is
comprehended in the circle of human knowledge, and this with matchless accuracy and skill, we know not which to admire most, the
penetration or extent of his mind.” Of the philosophy of Aristotle, the same author says: “The end of Aristotle's moral philosophy is
perfection through the virtues, and the end of his contemplative philosophy, a union with the one principle of all things.”

Aristotle conceived philosophy to be twofold: practical and theoretical. Practical philosophy embraced ethics

and politics; theoretical philosophy, physics and logic. Metaphysics he considered to be the science concerning

that substance which has the principle of motion and rest inherent to itself. To Aristotle the soul 1s that by which
man first lives, feels, and understands. Hence to the soul he assigned three faculties: nutritive, sensitive, and
intellective. He further considered the soul to be twofold--rational and irrational--and in some particulars
elevated the sense perceptions above the mind. Aristotle defined wisdom as the science of first Causes. The four
major divisions of his philosophy are dialectics, physics, ethics, and metaphysics. God is defined as the First Mover,

the Best of beings, an immovable Substance, separate from sensible things, void of corporeal quantity, without parts and indivisible.
Platonism is based upon a priori reasoning; Aristotelianism upon a posteriori reasoning. Aristotle taught his pupil, Alexander the Great, to
feel that if he had not done a good deed he had not reigned that day. Among his followers were Theophrastus, Strato, Lyco, Aristo,
Critolaus, and Diodorus.

Of Skepticism as propounded by Pyrrho of Elis (365-275 B.C.) and by Timon, Sextus Empiricus said that those who seek must find or
deny they have found or can find, or persevere in the inquiry. Those who suppose they have found truth are called Dogmatists; those who
think it incomprehensible are the Academics; those who still seek are the Skeptics. The attitude of Skepticism towards the knowable is
summed up by Sextus Empiricus in the following words: "But the chief ground of Skepticism is that to every reason there is an opposite
reason equivalent, which makes us forbear to dogmatize." The Skeptics were strongly opposed to the Dogmatists and were agnostic in that
they held the accepted theories regarding Deity to be self-contradictory and undemonstrable. "How," asked the Skeptic, "can we have
indubitate knowledge of God, knowing not His substance, form or place; for, while philosophers disagree irreconcilably on these points,
their conclusions cannot be considered as undoubtedly true?" Since absolute knowledge was considered unattainable, the Skeptics

declared the end of their discipline to be: "In opinionatives, indisturbance; in impulsives, moderation; and in disquietives, suspension.”
STOAA:16
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concerning that substance which has the principle of motion and rest inherent to itself. To Aristotle the soul is
that by which man first lives, feels, and understands. Hence to the soul he assigned three faculties: nutritive,
sensitive, and intellective. He further considered the soul to be twofold--rational and irrational--and in some
particulars elevated the sense perceptions above the mind. Aristotle defined wisdom as the science of first

Causes. The four major divisions of his philosophy are dialectics, physics, ethics, and metaphysics. God is defined
as the First Mover, the Best of beings, an immovable Substance, separate from sensible things, void of corporeal quantity, without parts
and indivisible. Platonism is based upon a priori reasoning; Aristotelianism upon a posteriori reasoning. Aristotle taught his pupil,
Alexander the Great, to feel that if he had not done a good deed he had not reigned that day. Among his followers were Theophrastus,
Strato, Lyco, Aristo, Critolaus, and Diodorus.

Of Skepticism as propounded by Pyrrho of Elis (365-275 B.C.) and by Timon, Sextus Empiricus said that those who seek must find or
deny they have found or can find, or persevere in the inquiry. Those who suppose they have found truth are called Dogmatists; those who
think it incomprehensible are the Academics; those who still seek are the Skeptics. The attitude of Skepticism towards the knowable is
summed up by Sextus Empiricus in the following words: "But the chief ground of Skepticism is that to every reason there is an opposite
reason equivalent, which makes us forbear to dogmatize." The Skeptics were strongly opposed to the Dogmatists and were agnostic in that
they held the accepted theories regarding Deity to be self-contradictory and undemonstrable. "How," asked the Skeptic, "can we have
indubitate knowledge of God, knowing not His substance, form or place; for, while philosophers disagree irreconcilably on these points,
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Of the prodigious genius of Aristotle, Thomas Taylor writes in his introduction to The Metaphysics: "When we consider that he was not
only well acquainted with every science, as his works abundantly evince, but that he wrote on almost every subject which is
comprehended in the circle of human knowledge, and this with matchless accuracy and skill, we know not which to admire most, the
penetration or extent of his mind.” Of the philosophy of Aristotle, the same author says: “The end of Aristotle's moral philosophy is
perfection through the virtues, and the end of his contemplative philosophy, a union with the one principle of all things.”
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concerning that substance which has the principle of motion and rest inherent to itself. To Aristotle the
soul is that by which man first lives, feels, and understands. Hence to the soul he assigned three faculties:
nutritive, sensitive, and intellective. He further considered the soul to be twofold--rational and irrational--and in
some particulars elevated the sense perceptions above the mind. Aristotle defined wisdom as the science of first

Causes. The four major divisions of his philosophy are dialectics, physics, ethics, and metaphysics. God is defined
as the First Mover, the Best of beings, an immovable Substance, separate from sensible things, void of corporeal quantity, without parts
and indivisible. Platonism is based upon a priori reasoning; Aristotelianism upon a posteriori reasoning. Aristotle taught his pupil,
Alexander the Great, to feel that if he had not done a good deed he had not reigned that day. Among his followers were Theophrastus,
Strato, Lyco, Aristo, Critolaus, and Diodorus.

Of Skepticism as propounded by Pyrrho of Elis (365-275 B.C.) and by Timon, Sextus Empiricus said that those who seek must find or
deny they have found or can find, or persevere in the inquiry. Those who suppose they have found truth are called Dogmatists; those who
think it incomprehensible are the Academics; those who still seek are the Skeptics. The attitude of Skepticism towards the knowable is
summed up by Sextus Empiricus in the following words: "But the chief ground of Skepticism is that to every reason there is an opposite
reason equivalent, which makes us forbear to dogmatize." The Skeptics were strongly opposed to the Dogmatists and were agnostic in that
they held the accepted theories regarding Deity to be self-contradictory and undemonstrable. "How," asked the Skeptic, "can we have
indubitate knowledge of God, knowing not His substance, form or place; for, while philosophers disagree irreconcilably on these points,
their conclusions cannot be considered as undoubtedly true?" Since absolute knowledge was considered unattainable, the Skeptics
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faculties: nutritive, sensitive, and intellective. He further considered the soul to be twofold--rational and irrational--and in some particulars
elevated the sense perceptions above the mind. Aristotle defined wisdom as the science of first Causes. The four major divisions of his

philosophy are dialectics, physics, ethics, and metaphysics. God 1s defined as the First Mover, the Best of beings, an

immovable Substance, separate from sensible things, void of corporeal quantity, without parts and indivisible.
Platonism is based upon a priori reasoning; Aristotelianism upon a posteriori reasoning. Aristotle taught
his pupil, Alexander the Great, to feel that if he had not done a good deed he had not reigned that day. Among

his followers were Theophrastus, Strato, Lyco, Aristo, Critolaus, and Diodorus.
Of Skepticism as propounded by Pyrrho of Elis (365-275 B.C.) and by Timon, Sextus Empiricus said that those who seek must find or

deny they have found or can find, or persevere in the inquiry. Those who suppose they have found truth are called Dogmatists; those who
think it incomprehensible are the Academics; those who still seek are the Skeptics. The attitude of Skepticism towards the knowable is
summed up by Sextus Empiricus in the following words: "But the chief ground of Skepticism is that to every reason there is an opposite
reason equivalent, which makes us forbear to dogmatize." The Skeptics were strongly opposed to the Dogmatists and were agnostic in that
they held the accepted theories regarding Deity to be self-contradictory and undemonstrable. "How," asked the Skeptic, "can we have
indubitate knowledge of God, knowing not His substance, form or place; for, while philosophers disagree irreconcilably on these points,
their conclusions cannot be considered as undoubtedly true?" Since absolute knowledge was considered unattainable, the Skeptics

declared the end of their discipline to be: "In opinionatives, indisturbance; in impulsives, moderation; and in disquietives, suspension.”
STOAA:16
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Virgil describes part of the ritual of a Greek Mystery —
possibly the Eleusinian--in his account of the descent
of ZAneas, to the gate of hell under the guidance of the
Sibyl. Of that part of the ritual portrayed above the

immortal poet writes:

"Full in the midst of this infernal Road,

An Elm displays her dusky Arms abroad;

The God of Sleep there hides his heavy Head
And empty Dreams on ev'ry Leaf are spread.

Of various Forms, unnumber'd Specters more;
Centaurs, and double Shapes, besiege the Door:
Before the Passage horrid Hydra stands,

And Briareus with all his hundred Hands:
Gorgons, Geryon with his triple Frame;

And vain Chimcera vomits empty Flame.

The Chief unsheath'd his shining Steel, prepar'd,
Tho seiz'd with sudden Fear, to force the Guard.
Off'ring his brandish'd Weapon at their Face,
Had not the Sibyl stop'd his eager Pace,

And told him what those empty Phantoms were,

Forms without Bodies, and impassive Air."
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Before the Passage horrid Hydra stands, &
And Briareus with all his hundred Hands:

Gorgons, Geryon with his triple Frame;

And vain Chimceera vomits empty Flame.



The Neo-Pythagorean school flourished in Alexandria during the first century of the Christian Era. Only two names stand
out in connection with it--Apollonius of Tyana and Moderatus of Gades. Neo-Pythagoreanism is a link between the older

pagan philosophies and Neo-Platonism. Like the former, it contained many exact elements of thought derived from

Pythagoras and Plato; like the latter, it emphasized metaphysical speculation and ascetic habits. A striking similarity has
been observed by several authors between Neo-Pythagoreanism and the doctrines of the Essenes. Special emphasis was laid
upon the mystery of numbers, and it is possible that the Neo-Pythagoreans had a far wider knowledge of the true teachings
of Pythagoras than is available today. Even in the first century Pythagoras was regarded more as a god than a man, and the
revival of his philosophy was resorted to apparently in the hope that his name would stimulate interest in the deeper systems
of learning. But Greek philosophy had passed the zenith of its splendor; the mass of humanity was awakening to the
importance of physical life and physical phenomena. The emphasis upon earthly affairs which began to assert itself later
reached maturity of expression in twentieth century materialism and commercialism, even though Neo-Platonism was to

intervene and many centuries pass before this emphasis took definite form.

Although Ammonius Saccus was long believed to be the founder of Neo-Platonism, the school had its true beginning in Plotinus (A.D. 204-269?).
Prominent among the Neo-Platonists of Alexandria, Syria, Rome, and Athens were Porphyry, lamblichus, Sallustius, the Emperor Julian, Plutarch,
and Proclus. Neo-Platonism was the supreme effort of decadent pagandom to publish and thus preserve for posterity its secret (or unwritten)
doctrine. In its teachings ancient idealism found its most perfect expression. Neo-Platonism was concerned almost exclusively with the problems
of higher metaphysics. It recognized the existence of a secret and all-important doctrine which from the time of the earliest civilizations had been
concealed within the rituals, symbols, and allegories of religions and philosophies. To the mind unacquainted with its fundamental tenets, Neo-
Platonism may appear to be a mass of speculations interspersed with extravagant flights of fancy. Such a viewpoint, however, ignores the
institutions of the Mysteries--those secret schools into whose profundities of idealism nearly all of the first philosophers of antiquity were initiated.
When the physical body of pagan thought collapsed, an attempt was made to resurrect the form by instilling new life into it by the unveiling of its
mystical truths. This effort apparently was barren of results. Despite the antagonism, however, between pristine Christianity and Neo-Platonism
many basic tenets of the latter were accepted by the former and woven into the fabric of Patristic philosophy. Briefly described, Neo-Platonism is a
philosophic code which conceives every physical or concrete body of doctrine to be merely the shell of a spiritual verity which may be discovered
through meditation and certain exercises of a mystic nature. In comparison to the esoteric spiritual truths which they contain, the corporeal bodies
of religion and philosophy were considered relatively of little value. Likewise, no emphasis was placed upon the material sciences. STOAA:16-17
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In order to appreciate the mind of Apollonius, we cannot
do better than to quote from a letter written by him to the

Consul Valerius on the event of the loss of his son; ‘““There
is no death of anyone, but only in appearance, even as there
is no birth of any, save only in seeming. The change from
being to becoming seems to be birth, and the change from
becoming to being seems to be death, but in reality no one
1s ever born, nor does one ever die. It is simply a being visi-
ble and then invisible; the former through the density of
matter, and the latter because of the subtlety of being—
being which is ever the same, its only change being motion
and rest,”’*

* Apollonius of Tyana by G, R, S, Mead
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The Neo-Pythagorean school flourished in Alexandria during the first century of the Christian Era. Only two names stand

out in connection with it--Apollonius of Tyana and Moderatus of Gades. Neo-Pythagoreanism is a link between the older

pagan philosophies and Neo-Platonism. Like the former, it contained many exact elements of thought derived from

Pythagoras and Plato; like the latter, it emphasized metaphysical speculation and ascetic habits. A striking similarity has
been observed by several authors between Neo-Pythagoreanism and the doctrines of the Essenes. Special emphasis
was laid upon the mystery of numbers, and it is possible that the Neo-Pythagoreans had a far wider knowledge of the true
teachings of Pythagoras than is available today. Even in the first century Pythagoras was regarded more as a god than a
man, and the revival of his philosophy was resorted to apparently in the hope that his name would stimulate interest in the
deeper systems of learning. But Greek philosophy had passed the zenith of its splendor; the mass of humanity was
awakening to the importance of physical life and physical phenomena. The emphasis upon earthly affairs which began to
assert itself later reached maturity of expression in twentieth century materialism and commercialism, even though Neo-

Platonism was to intervene and many centuries pass before this emphasis took definite form.

Although Ammonius Saccus was long believed to be the founder of Neo-Platonism, the school had its true beginning in Plotinus (A.D. 204-269?).
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and Proclus. Neo-Platonism was the supreme effort of decadent pagandom to publish and thus preserve for posterity its secret (or unwritten)
doctrine. In its teachings ancient idealism found its most perfect expression. Neo-Platonism was concerned almost exclusively with the problems
of higher metaphysics. It recognized the existence of a secret and all-important doctrine which from the time of the earliest civilizations had been
concealed within the rituals, symbols, and allegories of religions and philosophies. To the mind unacquainted with its fundamental tenets, Neo-
Platonism may appear to be a mass of speculations interspersed with extravagant flights of fancy. Such a viewpoint, however, ignores the
institutions of the Mysteries--those secret schools into whose profundities of idealism nearly all of the first philosophers of antiquity were initiated.
When the physical body of pagan thought collapsed, an attempt was made to resurrect the form by instilling new life into it by the unveiling of its
mystical truths. This effort apparently was barren of results. Despite the antagonism, however, between pristine Christianity and Neo-Platonism
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The Essenes cardinal principles were active
benevolence and self-discipline. They had an
esoteric school guarded by secrecy, accessible
through novitiate and degrees. Josephus,

describing the rule of a community, presents

the picture of a tranquil life, divided between
practical avocations, assemblies, and ritual
observances. —OTG
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The Neo-Pythagorean school flourished in Alexandria during the first century of the Christian Era. Only two names stand out in connection with
it--Apollonius of Tyana and Moderatus of Gades. Neo-Pythagoreanism is a link between the older pagan philosophies and Neo-Platonism. Like the
former, it contained many exact elements of thought derived from Pythagoras and Plato; like the latter, it emphasized metaphysical speculation and
ascetic habits. A striking similarity has been observed by several authors between Neo-Pythagoreanism and the doctrines of the Essenes. Special
emphasis was laid upon the mystery of numbers, and it is possible that the Neo-Pythagoreans had a far wider knowledge of the true teachings of
Pythagoras than is available today. Even in the first century Pythagoras was regarded more as a god than a man, and the revival of his philosophy
was resorted to apparently in the hope that his name would stimulate interest in the deeper systems of learning. But Greek philosophy had passed
the zenith of its splendor; the mass of humanity was awakening to the importance of physical life and physical phenomena. The emphasis upon
earthly affairs which began to assert itself later reached maturity of expression in twentieth century materialism and commercialism, even though

Neo-Platonism was to intervene and many centuries pass before this emphasis took definite form.

Although Ammonius Saccus was long believed to be the founder of Neo-Platonism, the school had its true beginning in
Plotinus (A.D. 204-2697). Prominent among the Neo-Platonists of Alexandria, Syria, Rome, and Athens were Porphyry,
Tamblichus, Sallustius, the Emperor Julian, Plutarch, and Proclus. Neo-Platonism was the supreme effort of decadent
pagandom to publish and thus preserve for posterity its secret (or unwritten) doctrine. In its teachings ancient idealism
found its most perfect expression. Neo-Platonism was concerned almost exclusively with the problems of higher
metaphysics. It recognized the existence of a secret and all-important doctrine which from the time of the earliest
civilizations had been concealed within the rituals, symbols, and allegories of religions and philosophies. To the mind

unacquainted with its fundamental tenets, Neo-Platonism may appear to be a mass of speculations interspersed with

extravagant flights of fancy. Such a viewpoint, however, ignores the institutions of the Mysteries--those secret schools into
whose profundities of idealism nearly all of the first philosophers of antiquity were initiated.

When the physical body of pagan thought collapsed, an attempt was made to resurrect the form by instilling new life into it by the unveiling of its
mystical truths. This effort apparently was barren of results. Despite the antagonism, however, between pristine Christianity and Neo-Platonism
many basic tenets of the latter were accepted by the former and woven into the fabric of Patristic philosophy. Briefly described, Neo-Platonism is a
philosophic code which conceives every physical or concrete body of doctrine to be merely the shell of a spiritual verity which may be discovered
through meditation and certain exercises of a mystic nature. In comparison to the esoteric spiritual truths which they contain, the corporeal bodies

of religion and philosophy were considered relatively of little value. Likewise, no emphasis was placed upon the material sciences. STOAA:16-17
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“The soul that beholds beauty

becomes beautiful.

Withdraw into yourself and look.
And if you do not find yourself
beautiful as yet, do as the creator of
a statue that 1s to be made beautiful;
the sculptor cuts away here,

smoothes there, makes this line

lighter, this other purer, until he or

she has shown a beautiful face upon

the statue.” —Plotinus
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again liberated by becoming impassive to
the body.

That which nature binds, nature also
dissolves: and that which the soul binds,
the soul likewise dissolves. Nature,
indeed, bound the body to the soul; but
the soul binds herself to the body. Nature,
therefore, liberates the body from the
soul; but the soul liberates herself from
the body.

Hence there 1s a twofold death; the one,
indeed, universally known, in which the
body is liberated from the soul; but the

ST e O T other peculiar to philosophers, in which
“b—'\.m‘{m’,‘:mt’“ '1--.\

the soul 1s liberated from the body.”
—Porphyry




The impact of the soul 1s called forth by the dilemmas and through the emergencies of the later
stages of the path of experience. During this stage, the urgency of the need, and the dilemmas
brought about by the forces of opposition, lead the man to submit to a higher influence. He calls
then in desperation upon the soul and upon the spiritual resources laid up in his divine nature and
hitherto remaining unused. This impact is called the "Touch of Acquiescence," and marks the

acceptance by the soul of the demand of the personality for help and light. The soul acquiesces in

the plea of the personality for guidance. EP2:268-9




“The dyad gets its name from passing
through or asunder; for the dyad 1s the
first to have separated itself from the

monad, whence also it is called "daring.'

For when the monad manifests

unification, the dyad steals in and
manifests separation.

The Triad has a special beauty and
fairness beyond all numbers, primarily
because it is the very first to make actual
the potentiality of the Monad - oddness,
perfection, proportionality, unification,
limit.” —Iamblichus
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“Before the things that really are, even the first
principles of all things, is One Divine Being, prior
even to the first God and King, abiding immovable
in the aloneness of his own absolute unity. For
neither is Intelligence nor any principle else
intermingled with him, but he is established an
exemplar of the God self-begotten, self-produced
and only-begotten, the One truly Good. For he is
the something Absolutely Great and Supreme, the
Source of all things, and root of the first ideals
subsisting in the Supreme Mind. Then from this
One, the God sufficient in himself caused himself
to shine forth, and hence he is self-engendered and
self-sufficient. For he is the Beginning and God of
Gods, a unity proceeding from the One, subsisting
before essence, and the principle of essence. For
from him are being and essence; and he is called
accordingly Noétarch, Chief of the realm of

thought.” —Tamblichus (On the Mysteries: De Mysteriis
Aegyptiorum - The Two Souls of Man)




“Most opportunely friends, has the time now
come for me to leave life, which I rejoice to
return to Nature, at her demand, like an
honorable debtor, not (as some might think)
bowed down with sorrow, but having learned

much from the general conviction of

philosophers how much happier the soul is than

the body, and bearing in mind that whenever a
better condition 1s severed from a worse, one

should rejoice, rather than grieve.” —Julian, mortally
wounded in battle, upon his deathbed, as recorded by

Ammianus Marcellinus




“These things never happened, but always are.”

—Sallustius, from Concerning the Gods and the Cosmos




“The mind is not a vessel to be filled, but a fire

to be kindled.”

““To make no mistakes is not in the power of
man; but from their errors and mistakes the wise

and good learn wisdom for the future.” —Plutarch
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“It 1s told that those who first brought out
the irrationals from concealment into the
open perished in shipwreck, to a man.
For the unutterable and the formless must
needs be concealed. And those who
uncovered and touched this image of life

were instantaneously destroyed and shall

remain forever exposed to the play of the

eternal waves.” —Proclus




"

S Pl

A -

rd

™

e B >~ o

e

-
aw .

Y

i

»

- ——

3 wadid
o Rl e

T xghraxar 3 e

Akas ecwie
BT RS -
of cyons -ml.“cd'ﬂ.u:d‘.. T
ko LRI oma T 5 .
:l‘.::!"-"-q;‘«";tk-urfbd wryirg gl o o LR
p-olof Mh‘.\ wikh -
a7 1 PR crad sl %
P P I.g‘“:x' -~
 erasem e dihe sparto’
axad n e S
cagaaTordux

kg T e

L exhe sy
e or

agser, The monl B aca
r:'v‘:lnl 13w 1% e xd coorly

‘.‘f“wﬁ o, whkehiswn
€

o a1 24
m’:;bu-lm cxrmal o
joer e B o esaines
38d Ko mind orplao oras

tho il i, soaedad imex;
of wn becanieg, qubiny, e,
-‘t:‘ n.ul-wtnﬂ“!" i
(33 wpoce ""“T-"’
-ult‘-':ﬂllnttn R
e soendoed thazhar o sdfvex
mfumziiﬂs Rashjemn
el weons dlarcd b i & O
eiinry o wemores _wb i b
amprxsdol by de vave, e fax
of wori ey pon the o o
3 pocoenr e v o e wil
frewmed iy o allend ke Sxcatge
I“P“""“‘

U D W
T{“M"u “‘m‘tdtxd

””“mﬂvl“m- s

. st the ter lecreal (v
"hb‘hw K\II‘*;' .:'-J and bezcs

oo .
y o o ok Mhr
:‘JN" cpd it L:I“ul ::;;:hx k= Legan widh
suincnbits cenpth g ud oo
';;1 citvand logs 103 jotisa
quiar of v Abuhatz it

ocraRziors e e el g A
the Do Ml was
:::]“ = of thocgle sever s
d, Hegd xoels 8 wny
b\nldﬂv‘m" and N [h ey
ﬁ.lw"“’"""'“_'\ Vi
Borwiag eivakne Banlstiom biom
sopacnaly B novwrandiog Soew of
Dravive L coucienana oot ,1 e M, ot
acar v houghaRet sy ey,
movey ATTiTGS 48 SAY saee ey (e
e o czaxke Sow
Joom Fraclouh Hokas's phoan-
w.,.un..‘.‘mmk_nu.“
o oF Fcher and v S3xlag
To derbne: thu G baad of phiows
Jhe wady pea a0 of pheawmens
-“bo—cﬂw'.‘ih
i i F o amdsacun o phisies
s, howran, dracesie el »
“y"-l' & 2 owel, & bag o
Eapeble o regyiying v mind wich
actsdl i 1...—:.‘;“- Ble wne
[rraca Bowd M wems and
Jrvwecs sraldy. Herber beiove. 0
o vmialy L 00D pheEanens sy
wpareis clemeses ok LY ERGO 0
e ity Aad oot s By whow
Hemamd (St idpcrican be ddusiwd
by thevr roese] Wi Aany macur
and mand, e few & v o el
prepeme, the wond 43 saaiag ob
e, U e & el comac e eing
All thony wasmm gowe o, leewrne s
1o TS etIBLat s worh i .
wideon Markart b prasle o
ctrmd ol TRATEN, AT ey

L Thasgboagatas ol Ming ot dn
THE TS OF CLAMEAL WYTIORER ¢

Bagas g ¥ e s ey & vt wwrgs w M n iy ebenad D e
ek 8 — M——-lz-u---ho‘

Aaed v &) aluemons MW A vmis

Toaies b gy sy g wo phewl

Erscxerns de
reon o the waenres 3ad the phe-
o s (0 32 0 bclogioel evds-
o Ctrmaan saterindal i hom
the oatgpwahol s vvsar phaes of TR S o
Kacr's theerr o Lhe avbniniiie s
,,:ﬁ:dhrt;mcmh nd thostte. The
o Gododh Fchie o 8 peoscrion of Woands phedosple
aheren N wnrgerdes av ez Kan s ponal e wickbo
wezom, Fidwe be d dha: e Lon b meods the ossoms o
wemameesaa {d broavs o b anmoing canpos othed son
wea’ & beorwnes pamm of thowe ooy, Iodhag o+ sl sl
therelonr, cxuge Jae furos of vac's 20w sl expeenee
P Ricigm b e swvesis s o chisr v miites ol
Wb Jpare S biog o cocsded Futes o e o
ol piiwce b o foss Locomr ploredhe Aassos of Lo 4 -
Fes P Y P umndﬁlm, oo Faler
coarded adf a: cheabackas, viw Sl eg concned iy 400
ritrodl Bladiabense o) porvadog oo Pealza o of o 4n
Mnmkmﬂctvkﬂlmlmlmuﬁk“u_
e vl enne Uabba Soncrx gl fem 1
do'yar. Kas's cumprneie’ Gar an! dre e iog o
0! U b NI 0 e s e, 1] amaberal s o
oecthe b Fiponcal At e 1 s semacns .

war whaneroy

The e sebpar of Ardew fa b
O e R

N Y T
(o of e mand 1 Wi prons w tems
g o smnbiag de will SaSugerlawt Liam 0w il
s amag blad mas el o v he deadbon B e lmr 2 A
4 wiak low man pussmng e powen of sighe. The il & e
o mcosm of mamirmacam gnd ey e of S o Ve presa
el Thewan n tw peocht of the il b | v Aol
l..Lnutos'lur.q- The oo manin pas oo omre wal
smzariom of mos b ndurvan b iy o pd o g 1=
cod wich oo b Juacky W darasit of B il { e T
e ) alr e @ mae o Daag e w3 oo e Tla e
w3 10 TN Wl U Mas vr_ tegod e e g 0t = e
O OF bt bee aowd agwcmacs wwe she o3 ood du A 4
z‘hmtduhw The mwngh of Owam v
Tasm et o T —— iaapaw of i b

& Haewsmige -ri' N. Sdvcte Shaddew
To M Noveas wiwemes vy whpgston of sl Lo
Susdicang of ty Mand el 14 e —aw vrnad i § P o
m“"""m-.--h--‘w‘ ¥
Wit if & wch, womnd e bt arg 0o wrgmindace S b oo

X1X

b’!u&d V-Jo\rr.."iqm £ bas loenaald thet 30 g wl iy
SEtiation e r3ov of hawas acge wae the sl wde g o
Cod haddad ot poiy !t The CRands g b gz f \'.-;::;-;_.
Boaghr are s doctilue o cermal ppogmcacy ae P ——
Phaun plaons by bier o tle 2P tineer 3 e r .,!;ls‘y.,'
rehincs’s il Ly Nimeke Woowd iy purpea of ex
by chy pondcticn cf aryjeod 5l ol a s h',',::;
by b e moenenas A o wrmeam g e g:*;.: ol c‘)""d
ph?\.’!vtc l:x wpeaesd fondly from W mmass 2 Lo
aned 09 e prdatin of puws: e inewid s tad
v Jeved o the deadly ecomre 1w, :’3:;1:5.7“ .-lA
Le sz it ook paodummice ofche augerrms mndthne eely foe
rrrry whw anr bt Seeed amvadac s vandkgerpe, Nutocie
:}v-‘r’ s '.‘1 .tmlvli:.“ sy, boek Mgt o4 tomdng
wirgrwerai et nolleier ks 2 v v et ™N Y
Aunrive Sad v Vrzaothe trasoes 2 st e .‘-v'.'.',’ e,
e fizwihornthel fferce Dootiess 523 waaces Jo
v dnd v de. Bty ndpotiial &

'l‘—'-“ﬁ r L xqm‘h.

1o st wnicerand e tre —-——,;..(rr-'
e wine, » '-::v.!. and oy, dhe oy bl d Puoache s
Sy ng e T edmapeicnl sowyrms
£ e phaboacyds boantdes and alcw st
corvsed o by mihdesor sl e feece
Ofthr oy rmmranactocticf pbaimonta
d--v‘k,l--:.v:x:'.hyurv i.kx:._"._
rmacom. Tle mwees morze Sowgerens of
e Corriana b oo Poonclicntom snd ¥ ole
et (fmaclod she Frwra dhon). e
fueme @ » sverm of prcecmlng thoucs
predvgviii el wonloga! roscees:
o Rvnin acvahs e worer sy of el
prowgpen dpendos spoe rhy pecsesr Sacer
o oy

Tk Dexanss wash = dhe buad of te

vebmer Frndd wpou s premibe of v evilots

Mw?".ﬂlmu“lo‘.‘;.\l‘---'-n"rﬂﬂll:::::::
vy marme, w A dgaot cx boga v n e v bely Senmens of
T e sesce 3ad nes sl phikncgiar. B wes Cond 1
s samnien Braerpaling s puestthe Lot o euie. Hervm

cocochan ile pereble vamory of Wa vy rattee, s i3 row b
skl of Ak e o

Nppbreg te s azzmbed v mwind Jom Lacie she et

Eaglobpbuonpha:, datus ! | e vy which pacss 3
;!xmduthcmot_m-xr..-z;,.‘._.!u, .r!é‘g::l
rrenmy] phescmans am o el and vaic s s chocoos o g ober
seoemc. e Bl et pitncns of 25 Geighi of e o Licke des
e from e Bucosan TS CHE L Wal S vy e
b & wat sl b ey of S The mind s sepeceded by Lok
1o e blask il oxperioror i bacsded cova 2 1 hos O misd s
bl o it erpvenices tha srdlaxion, The sod Lecks be-

210 5% aapatw el apye lemion of Diers, and man's el 2s-
popndien ol Cod oo be sy wm bl of v rruceing

faculty. Devid Hams oo e s e sovise ko ane abe the wag
poetriud of @ doogha of Ladis

v g Locke's x ..;-'“lu._Lva
Cooe s Brbcay seisionad iz & a pddlon
o Bowaded oo Locke's Sandacinnaal ps
acs ba: v be Sovcloped o 3 gy of
Sealoem Beshober b dhat doras are 15e a

st gz of o adigr. Mz dcdai vt wogee
v oz sddace pood Jek waialaes ateccs
v by o] ot oo be 33 staneied
0 rerowe thar manee Mg o Saremcr Borbe
Frlamme bkl cham the ashvone 2 pesmaaind
sl prewrver] by moiad Tho e whicits e
abderts Darrks s tces

b chrrwhies rrag

o wallle Lheawarnod ww rnd A e nmre

SR ky conide 40w e e

Fotnd shend of 158 rvede 2-xd zam wich gl 9

S Frasety Faorm the Mwear of fondng o
wrermrs o rodomceao sndptd wop oy e
Focoe b, 'ocondloie ip= ey

: | dhimp, 3o Doacare fxaded A
owrptrion! thalmnghy woos o st of
el donge Comsranim 0w rhidoncpos
of Doz foe dlintzoo ol 2dee and
der eplaon 1 hradioer=s) doe rems
wlont w A cumera v mer et & O
@ Srfacd an des v 0as whah iy e
ozt when wr concons adung Ve wneed of
282808 et by Orererased b the Cncrs of

oo Gaoeion e accaraly of e jeiiiptunn,
B & O s of e g i lacknde
QECKTHL Az B Kok d it demales -
acabis of kaowing, crmaiag oo xalsing
enilong v e

o Ascauedim of Hacsr wd
Hézre wie advacurs e Sxcoey thas oo sser
wawn of vdm 2 W fandimetal nooris
dyorcchorsad i apbaaucelioallncyr
ta phewecne . Martios el dthe Vaxsoaon
I peannd woerid G e ® & ey
WwErds 1D GOREINOE BPSURER, Wi

ettty ond 2d v e Hiner Uva
theats harand 243 aat b et Wtrer
oo ety s amie o Asvng e
e plalacoie CENUX WoaNe o wEter
iy, Comeguenty Bo cottunam wr bal
froee thy g of peemtey d (v 0
COEEP Y B Uy v it o b pdsssechy
[

e Pononn oo g o Augos Camr

iy B winbontd Y amocaling wach wrx
et Ws o A I U S8 X Caamg U
msigral macsion b axare. The Lnkeovin
we of jeerey Bengbom, Archdeecos Paker
ol lawa ow i Tean Ml dn sy
i 1N o g good whieh & democ s
Bl w de e sewoer. Jotm Somn M
believed Wy of 1 o e recaph svarion

o g -
i o Mo e e . ot v W mckacwlelaol depriornio g,

0 hed s M wocy el the barmas o] Shecas s baw o wve vn S o b b g o L0 poadse Eeacgh 3 g v ol de

wa Sovihops ooagh dhan wago 1 dwgie
Tl best and Boavd Sagr byl s gonl, O @omd Weca Gl
and Wlw ead oad v, e Dl Saidody 898 TXn0aress
on e el s Bl vtom oty 3 o2 b8 cemd el pess
Cloats 4 s wenad ¢ wem of O adek plan e Cary
e Mlapie pratios S ame woun

"B e Besed e pumiiter sk, U ciond b et over e v
o d s Mlmdus rowiva e oo e and docoune OO s
waresed e cnenn o o wnd apeke ek W e sl
of e lisa ~aha 0 Ces rveaadd o e sne i sacDeem ond
memblany. Lommeg ond (barvenn caly cocdaed st Un
puam el o boss e lpe “Liow s won sdeardwdan e oor
e vrween o e rebians A slayg e Loter. e emod
d o o Nemam B lam cw plon of Gasl Sak e B0 ey
worwes de ghine of Newvnan baplae ;

Movongn Prom b ntvonmed | ALy be i Tuddeneam won
rtmdee Ohwre ey | w e bt v s cadhirw o i ot oo
B bt Al e Sasegom abal »lad mgard e
P 00 e 1M ba il rgr e sle D e mi Jeduts View rD
W s baww bl ao ey ng tedde Dacaanirvies ualon
wmil ogar ihigh Vi whubanaded ow S 20
o e Oy s fand iad e b el s s aiend o OD0SN L=
tewwnd all mamn potserg s deadogr el N e, &
Prmh srwnam o e dawresod Lause ban !

Howw 'lqv-- o e ssala. endndmdy tie pITITW DN
g Pt phdiongivn premans o Oean ol A SIS s

W ——r—

mrndecnr b EOeos or Teew—t Ko w
§ Lrow el of O e o haance oF i

S & w3 dacriae of muzrs] sosczkon oad ph
bam 1t 2o e st 3od Grzviey Rt Diradnale be b ain
& taoh et shogriy e
od seaperem Moad v yoeyrmo wat
preTmat a3 TTaCY TS “aouw A zmonr es end
aw shomorrwordy reobwosod dhey el od
The oo & thw nelief rhar iy socaer o aztram s wicerwel
she Lm0 Engloh o Arwrion sl o 1 g Iy v

D W1 Dhme dolmes e 1 k! wasgH Fae
Primoiden, mode bam shoss @ oves de
o b e Sreworicuia s phiknohie posiiviss whieh &

o gl sy il brien

P e grotqeasy gz scesune s
oo Iwem bewogracay oo benrageacty aad sadk lrom et
g secgorsr. Lin dasiav dne Dkoosal ad wemen
o swrrral o i fade el mlazioas Mo &m\:_c“ﬂ Spet
s g heowhems o bia Sclaiee of Doty “God 6 eSrix bxx
goes s irly Sverdhed Saceyhs whavit vws 3ad ofee e
marfoving deong) s i o CGETvorng aduceiuo
The wesenc by o che v o evohmnos wa G by Soee
s, e apelicd 2 nee oaly e the form Bx 2509 dhr 1wl g an
b i Bonm 19 Overy mandingation of basg be rorg=sy U
e midal akny of wdodroet [row. unziiay v L L
wy, chacving thae whee the pod of sgalierzer o wales & W

-

g

vie P 3.



Before a proper appreciation of the deeper

scientific aspects of Greek mythology is

possible, it 1s necessary to organize the Greek

pantheon and arrange its gods, goddesses, and
various superhuman hierarchies in concatenated
order. Proclus, the great Neo-Platonist, in his
commentaries on the theology of Plato, gives an
invaluable key to the sequence of the various
deities 1n relation to the First Cause and the
inferior powers emanating from themselves.
When thus arranged, the divine hierarchies may
be likened to the branches of a great tree. The
roots of this tree are firmly imbedded in
Unknowable Being. The trunk and larger
branches of the tree symbolize the superior gods;
the twigs and leaves, the innumerable existences

dependent upon the first and unchanging Power.
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