THE SECRET
TEACHINGS
OF ALL AGES
MANLY P. HALL




MAKARA.us

AboutMakars BLOG Mak@ra Index MDR Commentaries Tapestry of the Gods A.S K. Events Full Moons Rituals and Music

compilations

{ome »

MORYA FEDERATION

EAOTIRC SCHOOLS OF MEDETATION, STUTIV AND SESVICE

Index of Morya Federation Webinar Series

Awakening the Higher M nd with Duana Carpenter

zsoteric Astrology and the Pairs of Opposites 202) (Eva Smith, BL Alison)
zsoteric Astrology and Chart Dzlineation 2018 (Eva Smith, BL Allison)
zsoteric Astrology and Chart Dzlineation 2015 (Eva Smith, BL Allison)
JINA Disciples Webinars (Elernie Drarn ching)

Discover the Self: Through the 7 Rays Webinar (Eva Smith)

Great Quest Student Webinars {Leoni Hodgson, BL Allison)

-abours of Hercules Wetinars |BL All son)

Morya Federation Inaugural Weabinars

Open 'Nebinars

Sacred Geometry Webinars (Francis Donalc)

Secret Doctrine Webinars (Frarcis Donald)

Secret Teacrings of All Ages Webinars (Frarcis Donald)

Seven Rays Webinars and Esotaric Astrology Web nars (Eva Snith)

- -

e
-



THE RITES OF MITHRAS

When the Persian Mysteries immigrated into Southern Europe, they were quickly assimilated by the Latin mind. The cult grew

rapidly, especially among the Roman soldiery, and during the Roman wars of conquest the teachings were carried by the

legionaries to nearly all parts of Europe. So powerful did the cult of Mithras become that at least one Roman Emperor was

initiated into the order, which met in caverns under the city of Rome. Concerning the spread of this Mystery school through different parts
of Europe, C. W. King, in his Gnostics and Their Remains, says:

"Mithraic bas-reliefs cut on the faces of rocks or on stone tablets still abound in the countries formerly the western provinces of the Roman Empire; many
exist in Germany, still more in France, and in this island (Britain) they have often been discovered on the line of the Picts' Wall and the noted one at
Bath."

Alexander Wilder, in his Philosophy and Ethics of the Zoroasters, states that Mithras is the Zend title for the sun, and he is supposed to dwell within that
shining orb. Mithras has a male and a female aspect, though not himself androgynous. As Mithras, he is the ford of the sun, powerful and radiant, and
most magnificent of the Yazatas (I1zads, or Genii, of the sun). As Mithra, this deity represents the feminine principle; the mundane universe is recognized
as her symbol. She represents Nature as receptive and terrestrial, and as fruitful only when bathed in the glory of the solar orb. The Mithraic cult is a
simplification of the more elaborate teachings of Zarathustra (Zoroaster), the Persian fire magician.

According to the Persians, there coexisted in eternity two principles. The first of these, Ahura-Mazda, or Ormuzd, was the Spirit of Good. From Ormuzd
came forth a number of hierarchies of good and beautiful spirits (angels and archangels). The second of these eternally existing principles was called
Ahriman. He was also a pure and beautiful spirit, but he later rebelled against Ormuzd, being jealous of his power. This did not occur, however, until after
Ormuzd had created light, for previously Ahriman had not been conscious of the existence of Ormuzd. Because of his jealousy and rebellion, Ahriman
became the Spirit of Evil. From himself he individualized a host of destructive creatures to injure Ormuzd.

When Ormuzd created the earth, Ahriman entered into its grosser elements. Whenever Ormuzd did a good deed, Ahriman placed the principle of evil
within it. At last when Ormuzd created the human race, Ahriman became incarnate in the lower nature of man so that in each personality the Spirit of
Good and the Spirit of Evil struggle for control. For 3,000 years Ormuzd ruled the celestial worlds with light and goodness. Then he created man. For
another 3,000 years he ruled man with wisdom, and integrity. Then the power of Ahriman began, and the struggle for the soul of man continues through
the next period of 3,000 years. During the fourth period of 3,000 years, the power of Ahriman will be destroyed. Good will return to the world again, evil
and death will be vanquished, and at last the Spirit of Evil will bow humbly before the throne of Ormuzd. While Ormuzd and Ahriman are struggling for
control of the human soul and for supremacy in Nature, Mithras, God of Intelligence, stands as mediator between the two. Many authors have noted the
similarity between mercury and Mithras. As the chemical mercury acts as a solvent (according to alchemists), so Mithras seeks to harmonize the two
celestial opposites. STOAA:24
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In this revelation the Supreme Being is called "Boundless Time" (Zarvana Akarana), because to him no beginning can be
assigned; he 1s so surrounded by his own glory, and so far exalted beyond all human comprehension, that he can only be the
object of silent veneration. The beginning of creation was made by means of Emanations. The first emanation of the Eternal One
was Light, whence issued Ormuzd (Ahuramazda), the King of Light. Ormuzd 1s styled the Firstborn of Boundless Time; and the
"Ferouer" of him, or Pre-existing Soul (type or idea in Platonic phrase), had existed from all eternity within the primitive Light.
By means of his "Word," Ormuzd created the pure world of which he is the preserver and the judge. Next, he created in his own
image the six Amshaspands, who stand about his throne, and are his agents with the lower spirits, and with mankind, whose
prayers they offer up to him, and to whom they serve for models of perfection. These Amshaspands, of whom Ormuzd is the

first, thus make up the mystic number seven... The Gnostics and Their Remains:44
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In this revelation the Supreme Being is called '"Boundless Time" (Zarvana Akarana), because to him no beginning can be
assigned; he 1s so surrounded by his own glory, and so far exalted beyond all human comprehension, that he can only be the
object of silent veneration. The beginning of creation was made by means of Emanations. The first emanation of the Eternal One
was Light, whence issued Ormuzd (Ahuramazda), the King of Light. Ormuzd 1s styled the Firstborn of Boundless Time; and the
"Ferouer" of him, or Pre-existing Soul (type or idea in Platonic phrase), had existed from all eternity within the primitive Light.
By means of his "Word," Ormuzd created the pure world of which he is the preserver and the judge. Next, he created in his own
image the six Amshaspands, who stand about his throne, and are his agents with the lower spirits, and with mankind, whose
prayers they offer up to him, and to whom they serve for models of perfection. These Amshaspands, of whom Ormuzd is the

first, thus make up the mystic number seven... The Gnostics and Their Remains:44
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In this revelation the Supreme Being is called "Boundless Time" (Zarvana Akarana), because to him no beginning can be
assigned; he 1s so surrounded by his own glory, and so far exalted beyond all human comprehension, that he can only be the
object of silent veneration. The beginning of creation was made by means of Emanations. The first emanation of the Eternal
One was Light, whence issued Ormuzd (4huramazda), the King of Light. Ormuzd is styled the Firstborn of Boundless Time;
and the "Ferouer" of him, or Pre-existing Soul (type or idea in Platonic phrase), had existed from all eternity within the primitive
Light. By means of his "Word," Ormuzd created the pure world of which he is the preserver and the judge. Next, he created in
his own image the six Amshaspands, who stand about his throne, and are his agents with the lower spirits, and with mankind,
whose prayers they offer up to him, and to whom they serve for models of perfection. These Amshaspands, of whom Ormuzd is

the first, thus make up the mystic number seven... The Gnostics and Their Remains:44
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In this revelation the Supreme Being is called "Boundless Time" (Zarvana Akarana), because to him no beginning can be
assigned; he 1s so surrounded by his own glory, and so far exalted beyond all human comprehension, that he can only be the
object of silent veneration. The beginning of creation was made by means of Emanations. The first emanation of the Eternal One
was Light, whence issued Ormuzd (Ahuramazda), the King of Light. Ormuzd 1s styled the Firstborn of Boundless Time; and the
"Ferouer" of him, or Pre-existing Soul (type or idea in Platonic phrase), had existed from all eternity within the primitive
Light. By means of his "Word," Ormuzd created the pure world of which he is the preserver and the judge. Next, he created in
his own image the six Amshaspands, who stand about his throne, and are his agents with the lower spirits, and with mankind,
whose prayers they offer up to him, and to whom they serve for models of perfection. These Amshaspands, of whom Ormuzd is
the first, thus make up the mystic number seven... The Gnostics and Their Remains:44
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In this revelation the Supreme Being is called "Boundless Time" (Zarvana Akarana), because to him no beginning can be
assigned; he 1s so surrounded by his own glory, and so far exalted beyond all human comprehension, that he can only be the
object of silent veneration. The beginning of creation was made by means of Emanations. The first emanation of the Eternal One
was Light, whence issued Ormuzd (Ahuramazda), the King of Light. Ormuzd 1s styled the Firstborn of Boundless Time; and the
"Ferouer" of him, or Pre-existing Soul (type or idea in Platonic phrase), had existed from all eternity within the primitive Light.
By means of his "Word," Ormuzd created the pure world of which he is the preserver and the judge. Next, he created in
his own image the six Amshaspands, who stand about his throne, and are his agents with the lower spirits, and with mankind,
whose prayers they offer up to him, and to whom they serve for models of perfection. These Amshaspands, of whom Ormuzd is
the first, thus make up the mystic number seven... The Gnostics and Their Remains:44
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In this revelation the Supreme Being is called "Boundless Time" (Zarvana Akarana), because to him no beginning can be
assigned; he 1s so surrounded by his own glory, and so far exalted beyond all human comprehension, that he can only be the
object of silent veneration. The beginning of creation was made by means of Emanations. The first emanation of the Eternal One
was Light, whence issued Ormuzd (Ahuramazda), the King of Light. Ormuzd 1s styled the Firstborn of Boundless Time; and the
"Ferouer" of him, or Pre-existing Soul (type or idea in Platonic phrase), had existed from all eternity within the primitive Light.
By means of his "Word," Ormuzd created the pure world of which he is the preserver and the judge. Next, he created in his own
image the six Amshaspands, who stand about his throne, and are his agents with the lower spirits, and with mankind, whose
prayers they offer up to him, and to whom they serve for models of perfection. These Amshaspands, of whom Ormuzd is the
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FARGARDIII.
The Earth.

1. ““0 Maker of the material world, thou Holy One! Which is the
first place where the Earth feels most happy?”

Ahura Mazda answered: “It is the place whereon one of the

faithful steps forward, 0 Spitama Zarathustra, with the holy
wood in his hand, the baresma in his hand, the holy meat in

his hand, the holy mortar in his hand, fulfilling the law with
love, and beseeching aloud Mithra, the lord of wide

pastures...”

2. “0 Maker of the material world, thou Holy One. Which i1s the
second place where the Earth feels most happy?”

Ahura Mazda answered: “It is the place whereon one of the
faithful erects a house with a priest within, with cattle, with
a wife, with children, and good herds within; and wherein
afterwards the cattle go on thriving, holiness is thriving,
fodder is thriving, the dog is thriving, the wife is thriving,

1 ¢! the child is thriving, the fire is thriving, and every blessing

-

of life is thriving.” —Zend-Avesta:23

g% \ Zarathustra



THE RITES OF MITHRAS

When the Persian Mysteries immigrated into Southern Europe, they were quickly assimilated by the Latin mind. The cult grew

rapidly, especially among the Roman soldiery, and during the Roman wars of conquest the teachings were carried by the

legionaries to nearly all parts of Europe. So powerful did the cult of Mithras become that at least one Roman Emperor was

initiated into the order, which met in caverns under the city of Rome. Concerning the spread of this Mystery school through different parts
of Europe, C. W. King, in his Gnostics and Their Remains, says:

"Mithraic bas-reliefs cut on the faces of rocks or on stone tablets still abound in the countries formerly the western provinces of the Roman Empire; many
exist in Germany, still more in France, and in this island (Britain) they have often been discovered on the line of the Picts' Wall and the noted one at
Bath."

Alexander Wilder, in his Philosophy and Ethics of the Zoroasters, states that Mithras is the Zend title for the sun, and he is supposed to dwell within that
shining orb. Mithras has a male and a female aspect, though not himself androgynous. As Mithras, he is the ford of the sun, powerful and radiant, and
most magnificent of the Yazatas (I1zads, or Genii, of the sun). As Mithra, this deity represents the feminine principle; the mundane universe is recognized
as her symbol. She represents Nature as receptive and terrestrial, and as fruitful only when bathed in the glory of the solar orb. The Mithraic cult is a
simplification of the more elaborate teachings of Zarathustra (Zoroaster), the Persian fire magician.

According to the Persians, there coexisted in eternity two principles. The first of these, Ahura-Mazda, or Ormuzd, was the Spirit of Good. From Ormuzd
came forth a number of hierarchies of good and beautiful spirits (angels and archangels). The second of these eternally existing principles was called
Ahriman. He was also a pure and beautiful spirit, but he later rebelled against Ormuzd, being jealous of his power. This did not occur, however, until after
Ormuzd had created light, for previously Ahriman had not been conscious of the existence of Ormuzd. Because of his jealousy and rebellion, Ahriman
became the Spirit of Evil. From himself he individualized a host of destructive creatures to injure Ormuzd.

When Ormuzd created the earth, Ahriman entered into its grosser elements. Whenever Ormuzd did a good deed, Ahriman placed the principle of evil
within it. At last when Ormuzd created the human race, Ahriman became incarnate in the lower nature of man so that in each personality the Spirit of
Good and the Spirit of Evil struggle for control. For 3,000 years Ormuzd ruled the celestial worlds with light and goodness. Then he created man. For
another 3,000 years he ruled man with wisdom, and integrity. Then the power of Ahriman began, and the struggle for the soul of man continues through
the next period of 3,000 years. During the fourth period of 3,000 years, the power of Ahriman will be destroyed. Good will return to the world again, evil
and death will be vanquished, and at last the Spirit of Evil will bow humbly before the throne of Ormuzd. While Ormuzd and Ahriman are struggling for
control of the human soul and for supremacy in Nature, Mithras, God of Intelligence, stands as mediator between the two. Many authors have noted the
similarity between mercury and Mithras. As the chemical mercury acts as a solvent (according to alchemists), so Mithras seeks to harmonize the two
celestial opposites. STOAA:24
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THE RITES OF MITHRAS

When the Persian Mysteries immigrated into Southern Europe, they were quickly assimilated by the Latin mind. The cult grew rapidly, especially among
the Roman soldiery, and during the Roman wars of conquest the teachings were carried by the legionaries to nearly all parts of Europe. So powerful did

the cult of Mithras become that at least one Roman Emperor was initiated into the order, which met in caverns under the city of Rome. Concerning the

spread of this Mystery school through different parts of Europe, C. W. King, in his Grostics and Their Remains, says:

"Mithraic bas-reliefs cut on the faces of rocks or on stone tablets still abound in the countries formerly the western provinces of
the Roman Empire; many exist in Germany, still more in France, and in this island (Britain) they have often been discovered on
the line of the Picts' Wall and the noted one at Bath."

Alexander Wilder, in his Philosophy and Ethics of the Zoroasters, states that Mithras 1s the Zend title for the sun, and he is supposed to dwell within that
shining orb. Mithras has a male and a female aspect, though not himself androgynous. As Mithras, he is the ford of the sun, powerful and radiant, and
most magnificent of the Yazatas (I1zads, or Genii, of the sun). As Mithra, this deity represents the feminine principle; the mundane universe is recognized
as her symbol. She represents Nature as receptive and terrestrial, and as fruitful only when bathed in the glory of the solar orb. The Mithraic cult is a
simplification of the more elaborate teachings of Zarathustra (Zoroaster), the Persian fire magician.

According to the Persians, there coexisted in eternity two principles. The first of these, Ahura-Mazda, or Ormuzd, was the Spirit of Good. From Ormuzd
came forth a number of hierarchies of good and beautiful spirits (angels and archangels). The second of these eternally existing principles was called
Ahriman. He was also a pure and beautiful spirit, but he later rebelled against Ormuzd, being jealous of his power. This did not occur, however, until after
Ormuzd had created light, for previously Ahriman had not been conscious of the existence of Ormuzd. Because of his jealousy and rebellion, Ahriman
became the Spirit of Evil. From himself he individualized a host of destructive creatures to injure Ormuzd.

When Ormuzd created the earth, Ahriman entered into its grosser elements. Whenever Ormuzd did a good deed, Ahriman placed the principle of evil
within it. At last when Ormuzd created the human race, Ahriman became incarnate in the lower nature of man so that in each personality the Spirit of
Good and the Spirit of Evil struggle for control. For 3,000 years Ormuzd ruled the celestial worlds with light and goodness. Then he created man. For
another 3,000 years he ruled man with wisdom, and integrity. Then the power of Ahriman began, and the struggle for the soul of man continues through
the next period of 3,000 years. During the fourth period of 3,000 years, the power of Ahriman will be destroyed. Good will return to the world again, evil
and death will be vanquished, and at last the Spirit of Evil will bow humbly before the throne of Ormuzd. While Ormuzd and Ahriman are struggling for
control of the human soul and for supremacy in Nature, Mithras, God of Intelligence, stands as mediator between the two. Many authors have noted the
similarity between mercury and Mithras. As the chemical mercury acts as a solvent (according to alchemists), so Mithras seeks to harmonize the two
celestial opposites. STOAA:24
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THE RITES OF MITHRAS

When the Persian Mysteries immigrated into Southern Europe, they were quickly assimilated by the Latin mind. The cult grew rapidly, especially among
the Roman soldiery, and during the Roman wars of conquest the teachings were carried by the legionaries to nearly all parts of Europe. So powerful did

the cult of Mithras become that at least one Roman Emperor was initiated into the order, which met in caverns under the city of Rome. Concerning the

spread of this Mystery school through different parts of Europe, C. W. King, in his Gnostics and Their Remains, says:

""Mithraic bas-reliefs cut on the faces of rocks or on stone tablets still abound in the countries formerly the western
provinces of the Roman Empire; many exist in Germany, still more in France, and in this island (Britain) they have often
been discovered on the line of the Picts' Wall and the noted one at Bath."

Alexander Wilder, in his Philosophy and Ethics of the Zoroasters, states that Mithras 1s the Zend title for the sun, and he is supposed to dwell within that
shining orb. Mithras has a male and a female aspect, though not himself androgynous. As Mithras, he is the ford of the sun, powerful and radiant, and
most magnificent of the Yazatas (I1zads, or Genii, of the sun). As Mithra, this deity represents the feminine principle; the mundane universe is recognized
as her symbol. She represents Nature as receptive and terrestrial, and as fruitful only when bathed in the glory of the solar orb. The Mithraic cult is a
simplification of the more elaborate teachings of Zarathustra (Zoroaster), the Persian fire magician.

According to the Persians, there coexisted in eternity two principles. The first of these, Ahura-Mazda, or Ormuzd, was the Spirit of Good. From Ormuzd
came forth a number of hierarchies of good and beautiful spirits (angels and archangels). The second of these eternally existing principles was called
Ahriman. He was also a pure and beautiful spirit, but he later rebelled against Ormuzd, being jealous of his power. This did not occur, however, until after
Ormuzd had created light, for previously Ahriman had not been conscious of the existence of Ormuzd. Because of his jealousy and rebellion, Ahriman
became the Spirit of Evil. From himself he individualized a host of destructive creatures to injure Ormuzd.

When Ormuzd created the earth, Ahriman entered into its grosser elements. Whenever Ormuzd did a good deed, Ahriman placed the principle of evil
within it. At last when Ormuzd created the human race, Ahriman became incarnate in the lower nature of man so that in each personality the Spirit of
Good and the Spirit of Evil struggle for control. For 3,000 years Ormuzd ruled the celestial worlds with light and goodness. Then he created man. For
another 3,000 years he ruled man with wisdom, and integrity. Then the power of Ahriman began, and the struggle for the soul of man continues through
the next period of 3,000 years. During the fourth period of 3,000 years, the power of Ahriman will be destroyed. Good will return to the world again, evil
and death will be vanquished, and at last the Spirit of Evil will bow humbly before the throne of Ormuzd. While Ormuzd and Ahriman are struggling for
control of the human soul and for supremacy in Nature, Mithras, God of Intelligence, stands as mediator between the two. Many authors have noted the
similarity between mercury and Mithras. As the chemical mercury acts as a solvent (according to alchemists), so Mithras seeks to harmonize the two
celestial opposites. STOAA:24




...Inasmuch as the sun-god was the chief deity of the Druids, it is easy to imagine
what ready acceptance the worship of his more refined Persian equivalent would
find amongst the Celtic Aborigines, when once introduced by the Roman troops
and colonists, many of whom were Orientals. The Gnostics and Their Remains: 145







THE RITES OF MITHRAS

When the Persian Mysteries immigrated into Southern Europe, they were quickly assimilated by the Latin mind. The cult grew rapidly, especially among
the Roman soldiery, and during the Roman wars of conquest the teachings were carried by the legionaries to nearly all parts of Europe. So powerful did

the cult of Mithras become that at least one Roman Emperor was initiated into the order, which met in caverns under the city of Rome. Concerning the

spread of this Mystery school through different parts of Europe, C. W. King, in his Gnostics and Their Remains, says:

"Mithraic bas-reliefs cut on the faces of rocks or on stone tablets still abound in the countries formerly the western provinces of the Roman Empire; many
exist in Germany, still more in France, and in this island (Britain) they have often been discovered on the line of the Picts' Wall and the noted one at
Bath."

Alexander Wilder, in his Philosophy and Ethics of the Zoroasters, states that Mithras is the Zend title for the sun, and he is
supposed to dwell within that shining orb. Mithras has a male and a female aspect, though not himself androgynous. As Mithras,
he is the ford of the sun, powerful and radiant, and most magnificent of the Yazatas (1zads, or Genii, of the sun). As Mithra, this

deity represents the feminine principle; the mundane universe is recognized as her symbol. She represents Nature as receptive

and terrestrial, and as fruitful only when bathed in the glory of the solar orb. The Mithraic cult 1s a simplification of the more
elaborate teachings of Zarathustra (Zoroaster), the Persian fire magician.

According to the Persians, there coexisted in eternity two principles. The first of these, Ahura-Mazda, or Ormuzd, was the Spirit of Good. From Ormuzd
came forth a number of hierarchies of good and beautiful spirits (angels and archangels). The second of these eternally existing principles was called
Ahriman. He was also a pure and beautiful spirit, but he later rebelled against Ormuzd, being jealous of his power. This did not occur, however, until after
Ormuzd had created light, for previously Ahriman had not been conscious of the existence of Ormuzd. Because of his jealousy and rebellion, Ahriman
became the Spirit of Evil. From himself he individualized a host of destructive creatures to injure Ormuzd.

When Ormuzd created the earth, Ahriman entered into its grosser elements. Whenever Ormuzd did a good deed, Ahriman placed the principle of evil
within it. At last when Ormuzd created the human race, Ahriman became incarnate in the lower nature of man so that in each personality the Spirit of
Good and the Spirit of Evil struggle for control. For 3,000 years Ormuzd ruled the celestial worlds with light and goodness. Then he created man. For
another 3,000 years he ruled man with wisdom, and integrity. Then the power of Ahriman began, and the struggle for the soul of man continues through
the next period of 3,000 years. During the fourth period of 3,000 years, the power of Ahriman will be destroyed. Good will return to the world again, evil
and death will be vanquished, and at last the Spirit of Evil will bow humbly before the throne of Ormuzd. While Ormuzd and Ahriman are struggling for
control of the human soul and for supremacy in Nature, Mithras, God of Intelligence, stands as mediator between the two. Many authors have noted the
similarity between mercury and Mithras. As the chemical mercury acts as a solvent (according to alchemists), so Mithras seeks to harmonize the two
celestial opposites. STOAA:24
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Another reformation which Zoroaster 1s said to have
introduced, was, the building of temples, for before his time
the altars were all erected upon hills and high places in the
open air. Upon those the sacred fire was kept burning, but to
which they denied that they offered adoration, but only to
God 1n the fire. It 1s said that Zoroaster pretended to have
been taken up into heaven, and to have heard God speak
from the midst of a flame of fire; that, therefore, fire is the
truest shekinah of the Divine presence; and that the sun 1s
the most perfect fire- for which reason he ordered them to
direct their worship towards the sun, which they called
Mithra. He pretended to have brought fire from heaven

along with him, which was never permitted to go out. It was

fed with clean wood, and 1t was deemed a great crime to
blow upon it, or to rekindle it except from the sun or the
sacred fire in some other temple. —Anacalypsis v.1:92
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Through the Frohars, says the hymn, the Divine Being upholds the sky, supports the earth, and keeps pure and
vivific the waters of preexistent life. They are the energies in all things, and each of them led by Mithras, 1s
associated in its time and order with a human body. Everything, therefore, which i1s created or will be created, has
its Frohar, which contains the cause and reason of its existence. They are stationed everywhere to keep the universe
in order and protect it against all the potencies of evil. Thus they are allied to everything in nature; they are
ancestral spirits and guardian angels, attracting all human beings to the right and seeking to avert from them every
deadly peril. They are the immortal souls, living before our birth as human beings and surviving after death. Thus,
in the Mazdean philosophy, the eternal world 1s an ocean of living intelligences, a milky sea of very life, from
which all mortals are generated, sustained and afforded purification from evil. —Philosophy and Ethics of the Zoroasters:6

— ' . e -~



N L‘JQ, DS RN A
S SO s O AS 4““‘-"«

Through the Frohars, says the hymn, the Divine Being upholds the sky, supports the earth, and keeps pure and

vivific the waters of preexistent life. They are the energies in all things, and each of them led by Mithras, 1s
associated in its time and order with a human body. Everything, therefore, which is created or will be created,
has its Frohar, which contains the cause and reason of its existence. They are stationed everywhere to keep the
universe in order and protect it against all the potencies of evil. Thus they are allied to everything in nature; they are
ancestral spirits and guardian angels, attracting all human beings to the right and seeking to avert from them every
deadly peril. They are the immortal souls, living before our birth as human beings and surviving after death. Thus,
in the Mazdean philosophy, the eternal world is an ocean of living intelligences, a milky sea of very life, from
which all mortals are generated, sustained and afforded purification from evil. —Philosophy and Ethics of the Zoroasters:6
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Through the Frohars, says the hymn, the Divine Being upholds the sky, supports the earth, and keeps pure and
vivific the waters of preexistent life. They are the energies in all things, and each of them led by Mithras, 1s
associated in its time and order with a human body. Everything, therefore, which i1s created or will be created, has
its Frohar, which contains the cause and reason of its existence. They are stationed everywhere to keep the universe
in order and protect it against all the potencies of evil. Thus they are allied to everything in nature; they are
ancestral spirits and guardian angels, attracting all human beings to the right and seeking to avert from them every
deadly peril. They are the immortal souls, living before our birth as human beings and surviving after death.
Thus, in the Mazdean philosophy, the eternal world is an ocean of living intelligences, a milky sea of very life, from

which all mortals are generated, sustained and afforded purification from evil. —Philosophy and Ethics of the Zoroasters:6
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Through the Frohars, says the hymn, the Divine Being upholds the sky, supports the earth, and keeps pure and

vivific the waters of preexistent life. They are the energies in all things, and each of them led by Mithras, is
associated in its time and order with a human body. Everything, therefore, which 1s created or will be created,
has its Frohar, which contains the cause and reason of its existence. They are stationed everywhere to keep the
universe in order and protect it against all the potencies of evil. Thus they are allied to everything in nature; they are
ancestral spirits and guardian angels, attracting all human beings to the right and seeking to avert from them every
deadly peril. They are the immortal souls, living before our birth as human beings and surviving after death. Thus,
in the Mazdean philosophy, the eternal world is an ocean of living intelligences, a milky sea of very life, from
which all mortals are generated, sustained and afforded purification from evil. —Philosophy and Ethics of the Zoroasters:6

-—— - / ~ E - »



THE RITES OF MITHRAS

When the Persian Mysteries immigrated into Southern Europe, they were quickly assimilated by the Latin mind. The cult grew rapidly, especially among
the Roman soldiery, and during the Roman wars of conquest the teachings were carried by the legionaries to nearly all parts of Europe. So powerful did

the cult of Mithras become that at least one Roman Emperor was initiated into the order, which met in caverns under the city of Rome. Concerning the

spread of this Mystery school through different parts of Europe, C. W. King, in his Gnostics and Their Remains, says:

"Mithraic bas-reliefs cut on the faces of rocks or on stone tablets still abound in the countries formerly the western provinces of the Roman Empire; many
exist in Germany, still more in France, and in this island (Britain) they have often been discovered on the line of the Picts' Wall and the noted one at
Bath."

Alexander Wilder, in his Philosophy and Ethics of the Zoroasters, states that Mithras is the Zend title for the sun, and he is
supposed to dwell within that shining orb. Mithras has a male and a female aspect, though not himself androgynous. As Mithras,
he is the ford of the sun, powerful and radiant, and most magnificent of the Yazatas (1zads, or Genii, of the sun). As Mithra, this

deity represents the feminine principle; the mundane universe is recognized as her symbol. She represents Nature as receptive

and terrestrial, and as fruitful only when bathed in the glory of the solar orb. The Mithraic cult 1s a simplification of the more
elaborate teachings of Zarathustra (Zoroaster), the Persian fire magician.

According to the Persians, there coexisted in eternity two principles. The first of these, Ahura-Mazda, or Ormuzd, was the Spirit of Good. From Ormuzd
came forth a number of hierarchies of good and beautiful spirits (angels and archangels). The second of these eternally existing principles was called
Ahriman. He was also a pure and beautiful spirit, but he later rebelled against Ormuzd, being jealous of his power. This did not occur, however, until after
Ormuzd had created light, for previously Ahriman had not been conscious of the existence of Ormuzd. Because of his jealousy and rebellion, Ahriman
became the Spirit of Evil. From himself he individualized a host of destructive creatures to injure Ormuzd.

When Ormuzd created the earth, Ahriman entered into its grosser elements. Whenever Ormuzd did a good deed, Ahriman placed the principle of evil
within it. At last when Ormuzd created the human race, Ahriman became incarnate in the lower nature of man so that in each personality the Spirit of
Good and the Spirit of Evil struggle for control. For 3,000 years Ormuzd ruled the celestial worlds with light and goodness. Then he created man. For
another 3,000 years he ruled man with wisdom, and integrity. Then the power of Ahriman began, and the struggle for the soul of man continues through
the next period of 3,000 years. During the fourth period of 3,000 years, the power of Ahriman will be destroyed. Good will return to the world again, evil
and death will be vanquished, and at last the Spirit of Evil will bow humbly before the throne of Ormuzd. While Ormuzd and Ahriman are struggling for
control of the human soul and for supremacy in Nature, Mithras, God of Intelligence, stands as mediator between the two. Many authors have noted the
similarity between mercury and Mithras. As the chemical mercury acts as a solvent (according to alchemists), so Mithras seeks to harmonize the two
celestial opposites. STOAA:24
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THE RITES OF MITHRAS

When the Persian Mysteries immigrated into Southern Europe, they were quickly assimilated by the Latin mind. The cult grew rapidly, especially among
the Roman soldiery, and during the Roman wars of conquest the teachings were carried by the legionaries to nearly all parts of Europe. So powerful did

the cult of Mithras become that at least one Roman Emperor was initiated into the order, which met in caverns under the city of Rome. Concerning the

spread of this Mystery school through different parts of Europe, C. W. King, in his Gnostics and Their Remains, says:

"Mithraic bas-reliefs cut on the faces of rocks or on stone tablets still abound in the countries formerly the western provinces of the Roman Empire; many
exist in Germany, still more in France, and in this island (Britain) they have often been discovered on the line of the Picts' Wall and the noted one at
Bath."

Alexander Wilder, in his Philosophy and Ethics of the Zoroasters, states that Mithras is the Zend title for the sun, and he is
supposed to dwell within that shining orb. Mithras has a male and a female aspect, though not himself androgynous. As Mithras,
he is the ford of the sun, powerful and radiant, and most magnificent of the Yazatas (I1zads, or Genii, of the sun). As Mithra, this
deity represents the feminine principle; the mundane universe is recognized as her symbol. She represents Nature as
receptive and terrestrial, and as fruitful only when bathed in the glory of the solar orb. The Mithraic cult is a simplification

of the more elaborate teachings of Zarathustra (Zoroaster), the Persian fire magician.

According to the Persians, there coexisted in eternity two principles. The first of these, Ahura-Mazda, or Ormuzd, was the Spirit of Good. From Ormuzd
came forth a number of hierarchies of good and beautiful spirits (angels and archangels). The second of these eternally existing principles was called
Ahriman. He was also a pure and beautiful spirit, but he later rebelled against Ormuzd, being jealous of his power. This did not occur, however, until after
Ormuzd had created light, for previously Ahriman had not been conscious of the existence of Ormuzd. Because of his jealousy and rebellion, Ahriman
became the Spirit of Evil. From himself he individualized a host of destructive creatures to injure Ormuzd.

When Ormuzd created the earth, Ahriman entered into its grosser elements. Whenever Ormuzd did a good deed, Ahriman placed the principle of evil
within it. At last when Ormuzd created the human race, Ahriman became incarnate in the lower nature of man so that in each personality the Spirit of
Good and the Spirit of Evil struggle for control. For 3,000 years Ormuzd ruled the celestial worlds with light and goodness. Then he created man. For
another 3,000 years he ruled man with wisdom, and integrity. Then the power of Ahriman began, and the struggle for the soul of man continues through
the next period of 3,000 years. During the fourth period of 3,000 years, the power of Ahriman will be destroyed. Good will return to the world again, evil
and death will be vanquished, and at last the Spirit of Evil will bow humbly before the throne of Ormuzd. While Ormuzd and Ahriman are struggling for
control of the human soul and for supremacy in Nature, Mithras, God of Intelligence, stands as mediator between the two. Many authors have noted the
similarity between mercury and Mithras. As the chemical mercury acts as a solvent (according to alchemists), so Mithras seeks to harmonize the two
celestial opposites. STOAA:24
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The fires, the planets and the genii presiding over them are in number seven--a numeral the most sacred of all amongst the
Persians. But of these seven Fires, three are ever depicted in a special manner as those most worthy to be held in reverence.
These three are the "Fire of the Stars," that is, of the planet Venus, named Anahid; the "Fire of the Sun," or the Fire Mihr, and the
"Fire of Lightning," or the Fire Bersiov, that is, the planet Jupiter. The Mihr is the winged orb, so common in all Assyrian
sculpture--an emblem which serves to explain the Prophet's simile, "the Sun of Righteousness with healing in his wings."

The worship of the Fire Gushtasp (or that of Anahid) figures on the Zend sculptures as a very ancient worship, and also in the
"Shah Nameh;" just as that of the goddess Anaitis does in many Greek authors from Herodotus downwards. This historian
observes that at first the Persians worshipped only the sun, moon, and elements, until they learnt from the Assyrians the worship
of Venus Urania, whom they called Mitra, the same being the Mylitta of the Babylonians, the Alata or Alilat of the Arabians.
Now Mitra (feminine of Mithras) and Anahid, are one and the same goddess, that is to say, the Morning Star, a female Genius,
presiding over love, giving light, and directing the harmonious movement of the other planets by the sound of her lyre, the
strings whereof are the solar rays--"Apollo's lyre strung with his golden hair” In this doctrine we discover the reason for the
separation of the Fires upon Caylus’ gem into two groups; the principal group consisting of the three most anciently adored; the

subsidiary one of the remaining four. —The Gnostics and Their Remains: 144
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THE RITES OF MITHRAS

When the Persian Mysteries immigrated into Southern Europe, they were quickly assimilated by the Latin mind. The cult grew rapidly, especially among
the Roman soldiery, and during the Roman wars of conquest the teachings were carried by the legionaries to nearly all parts of Europe. So powerful did

the cult of Mithras become that at least one Roman Emperor was initiated into the order, which met in caverns under the city of Rome. Concerning the

spread of this Mystery school through different parts of Europe, C. W. King, in his Gnostics and Their Remains, says:

"Mithraic bas-reliefs cut on the faces of rocks or on stone tablets still abound in the countries formerly the western provinces of the Roman Empire; many
exist in Germany, still more in France, and in this island (Britain) they have often been discovered on the line of the Picts' Wall and the noted one at
Bath."

Alexander Wilder, in his Philosophy and Ethics of the Zoroasters, states that Mithras is the Zend title for the sun, and he is supposed to dwell within that
shining orb. Mithras has a male and a female aspect, though not himself androgynous. As Mithras, he is the ford of the sun, powerful and radiant, and
most magnificent of the Yazatas (1zads, or Genii, of the sun). As Mithra, this deity represents the feminine principle; the mundane universe is recognized
as her symbol. She represents Nature as receptive and terrestrial, and as fruitful only when bathed in the glory of the solar orb. The Mithraic cult is a
simplification of the more elaborate teachings of Zarathustra (Zoroaster), the Persian fire magician.

According to the Persians, there coexisted in eternity two principles. The first of these, Ahura-Mazda, or Ormuzd, was the Spirit
of Good. From Ormuzd came forth a number of hierarchies of good and beautiful spirits (angels and archangels). The second of
these eternally existing principles was called Ahriman. He was also a pure and beautiful spirit, but he later rebelled against
Ormuzd, being jealous of his power. This did not occur, however, until after Ormuzd had created light, for previously Ahriman

had not been conscious of the existence of Ormuzd. Because of his jealousy and rebellion, Ahriman became the Spirit of Evil.

From himself he individualized a host of destructive creatures to injure Ormuzd.

When Ormuzd created the earth, Ahriman entered into its grosser elements. Whenever Ormuzd did a good deed, Ahriman placed the principle of evil
within it. At last when Ormuzd created the human race, Ahriman became incarnate in the lower nature of man so that in each personality the Spirit of
Good and the Spirit of Evil struggle for control. For 3,000 years Ormuzd ruled the celestial worlds with light and goodness. Then he created man. For
another 3,000 years he ruled man with wisdom, and integrity. Then the power of Ahriman began, and the struggle for the soul of man continues through
the next period of 3,000 years. During the fourth period of 3,000 years, the power of Ahriman will be destroyed. Good will return to the world again, evil
and death will be vanquished, and at last the Spirit of Evil will bow humbly before the throne of Ormuzd. While Ormuzd and Ahriman are struggling for
control of the human soul and for supremacy in Nature, Mithras, God of Intelligence, stands as mediator between the two. Many authors have noted the
similarity between mercury and Mithras. As the chemical mercury acts as a solvent (according to alchemists), so Mithras seeks to harmonize the two
celestial opposites. STOAA:24
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THE RITES OF MITHRAS

When the Persian Mysteries immigrated into Southern Europe, they were quickly assimilated by the Latin mind. The cult grew rapidly, especially among
the Roman soldiery, and during the Roman wars of conquest the teachings were carried by the legionaries to nearly all parts of Europe. So powerful did

the cult of Mithras become that at least one Roman Emperor was initiated into the order, which met in caverns under the city of Rome. Concerning the
spread of this Mystery school through different parts of Europe, C. W. King, in his Gnostics and Their Remains, says:

"Mithraic bas-reliefs cut on the faces of rocks or on stone tablets still abound in the countries formerly the western provinces of the Roman Empire; many

exist in Germany, still more in France, and in this island (Britain) they have often been discovered on the line of the Picts' Wall and the noted one at
Bath."

Alexander Wilder, in his Philosophy and Ethics of the Zoroasters, states that Mithras 1s the Zend title for the sun, and he is supposed to dwell within that
shining orb. Mithras has a male and a female aspect, though not himself androgynous. As Mithras, he is the ford of the sun, powerful and radiant, and
most magnificent of the Yazatas (1zads, or Genii, of the sun). As Mithra, this deity represents the feminine principle; the mundane universe is recognized
as her symbol. She represents Nature as receptive and terrestrial, and as fruitful only when bathed in the glory of the solar orb. The Mithraic cult is a
simplification of the more elaborate teachings of Zarathustra (Zoroaster), the Persian fire magician.

According to the Persians, there coexisted in eternity two principles. The first of these, Ahura-Mazda, or Ormuzd, was the Spirit of Good. From Ormuzd
came forth a number of hierarchies of good and beautiful spirits (angels and archangels). The second of these eternally existing principles was called
Ahriman. He was also a pure and beautiful spirit, but he later rebelled against Ormuzd, being jealous of his power. This did not occur, however, until after
Ormuzd had created light, for previously Ahriman had not been conscious of the existence of Ormuzd. Because of his jealousy and rebellion, Ahriman
became the Spirit of Evil. From himself he individualized a host of destructive creatures to injure Ormuzd.

When Ormuzd created the earth, Ahriman entered into its grosser elements. Whenever Ormuzd did a good deed, Ahriman placed
the principle of evil within it. At last when Ormuzd created the human race, Ahriman became incarnate in the lower nature of
man so that in each personality the Spirit of Good and the Spirit of Evil struggle for control. For 3,000 years Ormuzd ruled the
celestial worlds with light and goodness. Then he created man. For another 3,000 years he ruled man with wisdom, and integrity.
Then the power of Ahriman began, and the struggle for the soul of man continues through the next period of 3,000 years. During
the fourth period of 3,000 years, the power of Ahriman will be destroyed. Good will return to the world again, evil and death will
be vanquished, and at last the Spirit of Evil will bow humbly before the throne of Ormuzd. While Ormuzd and Ahriman are

struggling for control of the human soul and for supremacy in Nature, Mithras, God of Intelligence, stands as mediator between

the two. Many authors have noted the similarity between mercury and Mithras. As the chemical mercury acts as a solvent

(according to alchemists), so Mithras seeks to harmonize the two celestial opposites. STOAA:24
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The first dogma of the religion of Zoroaster clearly was, the existence of one Supreme, Omnipotent God. In this it
not only coincides with the Hindu and the Christian, but with all other religions; in this, therefore, there 1s not
anything particular: but on further inquiry it appears that this great First Cause, called Ormusd or Oromasdes, was a
being like the Gods of the Hindus and of the Christians, consisting of three persons. The triplicate Deity of the
Hindus of three persons and one God, Brahma the Creator, Vishnu or Krishna, the Saviour or Preserver, and Siva the
Destroyer; and yet this was all one God, in his different capacities. In the same manner the Supreme God of the
Persians consisted of three persons, Oromasdes the Creator, Mithra the Saviour, Mediator, or Preserver, and Ahriman
the Destroyer...

And, indeed, from that which Plutarch affirms, the Persian God Mithras, called Mediator, was more properly the
middle Aypostasis, of that triplicated deity of theirs, rather than a middle, self-existent God, or Mediator, betwixt two

adversary Gods, one good, and the other evil” —Anacalypsis v.1:101-2
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The first dogma of the religion of Zoroaster clearly was, the existence of one Supreme, Omnipotent God. In this it
not only coincides with the Hindu and the Christian, but with all other religions; in this, therefore, there 1s not
anything particular: but on further inquiry it appears that this great First Cause, called Ormusd or Oromasdes, was a
being like the Gods of the Hindus and of the Christians, consisting of three persons. The triplicate Deity of the
Hindus of three persons and one God, Brahma the Creator, Vishnu or Krishna, the Saviour or Preserver, and Siva the
Destroyer; and yet this was all one God, in his different capacities. In the same manner the Supreme God of the
Persians consisted of three persons, Oromasdes the Creator, Mithra the Saviour, Mediator, or Preserver, and Ahriman
the Destroyer...

And, indeed, from that which Plutarch affirms, the Persian God Mithras, called Mediator, was more properly the
middle hypostasis, of that triplicated deity of theirs, rather than a middle, self-existent God, or Mediator,
betwixt two adversary Gods, one good, and the other evil” —Anacalypsis v.1:101-2
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Ahriman being slain by Faramarz during a scene from the Shahnameh

The Zoroastrian Hell, a burning lake of molten metal, into which, on the Judgment-Day, Ahriman with his followers
were to be cast, had for its object the ultimate purification and restoration to their pristine state of the condemned- a
merciful doctrine, held by Origen, and partly allowed by Jerome. —The Gnostics and Their Remains:232



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Faramarz

THE RITES OF MITHRAS (cont.)

There are many points of resemblance between Christianity and the cult of Mithras. One of the reasons for this probably is that
the Persian mystics invaded Italy during the first century after Christ and the early history of both cults was closely interwoven.
The Encyclop&dia Britannica makes the following statement concerning the Mithraic and Christian Mysteries:

"The fraternal and democratic spirit of the first communities, and their humble origin; the identification of the object of adoration
with light and the sun; the legends of the shepherds with their gifts and adoration, the flood, and the ark; the representation in art
of the fiery chariot, the drawing of water from the rock; the use of bell and candle, holy water and the communion; the
sanctification of Sunday and of the 25th of December; the insistence on moral conduct, the emphasis placed on abstinence and
self-control; the doctrine of heaven and hell, of primitive revelation, of the mediation of the Logos emanating from the divine,
the atoning sacrifice, the constant warfare between good and evil and the final triumph of the former, the immortality of the soul,
the last judgment, the resurrection of the flesh and the fiery destruction of the universe— [these] are some of the resemblances
which, whether real or only apparent, enabled Mithraism to prolong its resistance to Christianity,"

The rites of Mithras were performed in caves. Porphyry, in his Cave of the Nymphs, states that Zarathustra (Zoroaster) was the first to consecrate a cave to the
worship of God, because a cavern was symbolic of the earth, or the lower world of darkness. John P. Lundy, in his Monumental Christianity, describes the cave of
Mithras as follows:

"But this cave was adorned with the signs of the zodiac, Cancer and Capricorn. The summer and winter solstices were chiefly conspicuous, as the gates of souls
descending into this life, or passing out of it in their ascent to the Gods; Cancer being the gate of descent, and Capricorn of ascent. These are the two avenues of the
immortals passing up and down from earth to heaven, and from heaven to earth."

The so-called chair of St. Peter, in Rome, was believed to have been used in one of the pagan Mysteries, possibly that of Mithras, in whose subterranean grottoes
the votaries of the Christian Mysteries met in the early days of their faith. In Anacalypsis, Godfrey Higgins writes that in 1662, while cleaning this sacred chair of
Bar-Jonas, the Twelve Labors of Hercules were discovered upon it, and that later the French discovered upon the same chair the Mohammedan confession of faith,
written in Arabic.

Initiation into the rites of Mithras, like initiation into many other ancient schools of philosophy, apparently consisted of three important degrees. Preparation for
these degrees consisted of self-purification, the building up of the intellectual powers, and the control of the animal nature. In the first degree the candidate was
given a crown upon the point of a sword and instructed in the mysteries of Mithras' hidden power. Probably he was taught that the golden crown represented his
own spiritual nature, which must be objectified and unfolded before he could truly glorify Mithras; for Mithras was his own soul, standing as mediator between
Ormuzd, his spirit, and Ahriman, his animal nature. In the second degree he was given the armor of intelligence and purity and sent into the darkness of
subterranean pits to fight the beasts of lust, passion, and degeneracy. In the third degree he was given a cape, upon which were drawn or woven the signs of the
zodiac and other astronomical symbols. After his initiations were over, he was hailed as one who had risen from the dead, was instructed in the secret teachings of
the Persian mystics, and became a full-fledged member of the order. Candidates who successfully passed the Mithraic initiations were called Lions and were
marked upon their foreheads with the Egyptian cross. Mithras himself is often pictured with the head of a lion and two pairs of wings. Throughout the entire ritual
were repeated references to the birth of Mithras as the Sun God, his sacrifice for man, his death that men might have eternal life, and lastly, his resurrection and the

saving of all humanity by his intercession before the throne of Ormuzd. (See Heckethorn.) STOAA:24
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THE RITES OF MITHRAS (cont.)

There are many points of resemblance between Christianity and the cult of Mithras. One of the reasons for this probably is that the Persian mystics invaded Italy
during the first century after Christ and the early history of both cults was closely interwoven. The Encyclopadia Britannica makes the following statement
concerning the Mithraic and Christian Mysteries:

"The fraternal and democratic spirit of the first communities, and their humble origin; the identification of the object of adoration with light and the sun; the
legends of the shepherds with their gifts and adoration, the flood, and the ark; the representation in art of the fiery chariot, the drawing of water from the rock; the
use of bell and candle, holy water and the communion; the sanctification of Sunday and of the 25th of December; the insistence on moral conduct, the emphasis
placed on abstinence and self-control; the doctrine of heaven and hell, of primitive revelation, of the mediation of the Logos emanating from the divine, the atoning
sacrifice, the constant warfare between good and evil and the final triumph of the former, the immortality of the soul, the last judgment, the resurrection of the flesh
and the fiery destruction of the universe--[these] are some of the resemblances which, whether real or only apparent, enabled Mithraism to prolong its resistance to
Christianity,"

The rites of Mithras were performed in caves. Porphyry, in his Cave of the Nymphs, states that Zarathustra (Zoroaster) was the
first to consecrate a cave to the worship of God, because a cavern was symbolic of the earth, or the lower world of darkness.
John P. Lundy, in his Monumental Christianity, describes the cave of Mithras as follows:

"But this cave was adorned with the signs of the zodiac, Cancer and Capricorn. The summer and winter solstices were chiefly
conspicuous, as the gates of souls descending into this life, or passing out of it in their ascent to the Gods; Cancer being the gate

of descent, and Capricorn of ascent. These are the two avenues of the immortals passing up and down from earth to heaven, and
from heaven to earth."

The so-called chair of St. Peter, in Rome, was believed to have been used in one of the pagan Mysteries, possibly that of Mithras, in whose subterranean grottoes
the votaries of the Christian Mysteries met in the early days of their faith. In Anacalypsis, Godfrey Higgins writes that in 1662, while cleaning this sacred chair of
Bar-Jonas, the Twelve Labors of Hercules were discovered upon it, and that later the French discovered upon the same chair the Mohammedan confession of faith,
written in Arabic.

Initiation into the rites of Mithras, like initiation into many other ancient schools of philosophy, apparently consisted of three important degrees. Preparation for
these degrees consisted of self-purification, the building up of the intellectual powers, and the control of the animal nature. In the first degree the candidate was
given a crown upon the point of a sword and instructed in the mysteries of Mithras' hidden power. Probably he was taught that the golden crown represented his
own spiritual nature, which must be objectified and unfolded before he could truly glorify Mithras; for Mithras was his own soul, standing as mediator between
Ormuzd, his spirit, and Ahriman, his animal nature. In the second degree he was given the armor of intelligence and purity and sent into the darkness of
subterranean pits to fight the beasts of lust, passion, and degeneracy. In the third degree he was given a cape, upon which were drawn or woven the signs of the
zodiac and other astronomical symbols. After his initiations were over, he was hailed as one who had risen from the dead, was instructed in the secret teachings of
the Persian mystics, and became a full-fledged member of the order. Candidates who successfully passed the Mithraic initiations were called Lions and were
marked upon their foreheads with the Egyptian cross. Mithras himself is often pictured with the head of a lion and two pairs of wings. Throughout the entire ritual
were repeated references to the birth of Mithras as the Sun God, his sacrifice for man, his death that men might have eternal life, and lastly, his resurrection and the
saving of all humanity by his intercession before the throne of Ormuzd. (See Heckethorn.) STOAA:24




A Mithraic cave, with the contiguous
buildings, was discovered at Spoleto in
1878. In the end wall were the usual three
niches for the god and his torch-bearers.
In front of them an altar inscribed "Soli
invicto Mithree sacrum."” Close to the altar,
a tall phallic stone, perforated with a

| square hole near the top--perhaps the
"stone symbolizing the Birth of Mithras"

mentioned by Firmicus. The cave, with
the ground plan of the whole edifice 1s
given in the 'Arch&ologia,’ vol. 47, p. 205.

—The Gnostics and Their Remains: 140




The polar opposite to Capricorn is Cancer and, as you have been taught, these two signs are the two great Gates of
the zodiac—one opening the door into incarnation, into mass life, and into human experience, whilst the other

opens the door 1nto the life of the spirit, into the life of the Kingdom of God, the life and purposes of the Hierarchy
of our planet. Cancer admits the soul into the world centre which we call Humanity. Capricorn admits the soul into

conscious participation in the life of that world centre which we call the Hierarchy. —Esoteric Astrology:168
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THE RITES OF MITHRAS (cont.)

There are many points of resemblance between Christianity and the cult of Mithras. One of the reasons for this probably is that the Persian mystics invaded Italy
during the first century after Christ and the early history of both cults was closely interwoven. The Encyclopadia Britannica makes the following statement
concerning the Mithraic and Christian Mysteries:

"The fraternal and democratic spirit of the first communities, and their humble origin; the identification of the object of adoration with light and the sun; the
legends of the shepherds with their gifts and adoration, the flood, and the ark; the representation in art of the fiery chariot, the drawing of water from the rock; the
use of bell and candle, holy water and the communion; the sanctification of Sunday and of the 25th of December; the insistence on moral conduct, the emphasis
placed on abstinence and self-control; the doctrine of heaven and hell, of primitive revelation, of the mediation of the Logos emanating from the divine, the atoning
sacrifice, the constant warfare between good and evil and the final triumph of the former, the immortality of the soul, the last judgment, the resurrection of the flesh
and the fiery destruction of the universe--[these] are some of the resemblances which, whether real or only apparent, enabled Mithraism to prolong its resistance to
Christianity,"

The rites of Mithras were performed in caves. Porphyry, in his Cave of the Nymphs, states that Zarathustra (Zoroaster) was the first to consecrate a cave to the
worship of God, because a cavern was symbolic of the earth, or the lower world of darkness. John P. Lundy, in his Monumental Christianity, describes the cave of
Mithras as follows:

"But this cave was adorned with the signs of the zodiac, Cancer and Capricorn. The summer and winter solstices were chiefly conspicuous, as the gates of souls
descending into this life, or passing out of it in their ascent to the Gods; Cancer being the gate of descent, and Capricorn of ascent. These are the two avenues of the
immortals passing up and down from earth to heaven, and from heaven to earth."

The so-called chair of St. Peter, in Rome, was believed to have been used in one of the pagan Mysteries, possibly that of Mithras,
in whose subterranean grottoes the votaries of the Christian Mysteries met in the early days of their faith. In Anacalypsis,
Godfrey Higgins writes that in 1662, while cleaning this sacred chair of Bar-Jonas, the Twelve Labors of Hercules were
discovered upon it, and that later the French discovered upon the same chair the Mohammedan confession of faith, written in
Arabic.

Initiation into the rites of Mithras, like initiation into many other ancient schools of philosophy, apparently consisted of three important degrees. Preparation for
these degrees consisted of self-purification, the building up of the intellectual powers, and the control of the animal nature. In the first degree the candidate was
given a crown upon the point of a sword and instructed in the mysteries of Mithras' hidden power. Probably he was taught that the golden crown represented his
own spiritual nature, which must be objectified and unfolded before he could truly glorify Mithras; for Mithras was his own soul, standing as mediator between
Ormuzd, his spirit, and Ahriman, his animal nature. In the second degree he was given the armor of intelligence and purity and sent into the darkness of
subterranean pits to fight the beasts of lust, passion, and degeneracy. In the third degree he was given a cape, upon which were drawn or woven the signs of the
zodiac and other astronomical symbols. After his initiations were over, he was hailed as one who had risen from the dead, was instructed in the secret teachings of
the Persian mystics, and became a full-fledged member of the order. Candidates who successfully passed the Mithraic initiations were called Lions and were
marked upon their foreheads with the Egyptian cross. Mithras himself is often pictured with the head of a lion and two pairs of wings. Throughout the entire ritual
were repeated references to the birth of Mithras as the Sun God, his sacrifice for man, his death that men might have eternal life, and lastly, his resurrection and the
saving of all humanity by his intercession before the throne of Ormuzd. (See Heckethorn.) STOAA:24
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Various miracles are recorded of St. Peter, at Rome; and, to
support the credit of the chief of the apostles, the actual chair
on which this Bar-Jonas sat was formerly exhibited. As Bar-
Jonas was holy, it followed that the chair on which he sat
must also be holy; therefore, a festival was instituted on the
18th of January to the holy chair, which on that day was
annually exposed to the adoration of the people. This
continued till the year 1662, when upon cleaning it, in order
to set it up in some conspicuous place of the Vatican, the
twelve labours of Hercules unluckily appeared engraved on
it. “Our worship, however,” says Giacomo Bartolini, who
was present at this discovery, and relates it, “was not
misplaced, since it was not to the wood we paid it, but to the
prince of the apostles, St. Peter.”

When the French got possession of Rome, they did not fail to
examine this celebrated relic, and lo!- 1n addition to the
Labours of Hercules, they discovered engraved upon it, in
Arabic letters, the Mohammedan confession of faith. In these
two facts there 1s a beautiful exemplification of the doctrine
held by me and Ammonius Saccas, that all the varieties of
religions are at the bottom the same. I can scarcely conceive
a more marked proof of the nature of the secret doctrine of
the Conclave .

...The whole tenure of this work goes to explain the labours
of Hercules, the symbols, as Mr. Parkhurst calls them, of

what the real Saviour was to do and suffer. —Anacalypsis
v.1:691-2




THE RITES OF MITHRAS (cont.)

There are many points of resemblance between Christianity and the cult of Mithras. One of the reasons for this probably is that the Persian mystics invaded Italy
during the first century after Christ and the early history of both cults was closely interwoven. The Encyclopadia Britannica makes the following statement
concerning the Mithraic and Christian Mysteries:

"The fraternal and democratic spirit of the first communities, and their humble origin; the identification of the object of adoration with light and the sun; the
legends of the shepherds with their gifts and adoration, the flood, and the ark; the representation in art of the fiery chariot, the drawing of water from the rock; the
use of bell and candle, holy water and the communion; the sanctification of Sunday and of the 25th of December; the insistence on moral conduct, the emphasis
placed on abstinence and self-control; the doctrine of heaven and hell, of primitive revelation, of the mediation of the Logos emanating from the divine, the atoning
sacrifice, the constant warfare between good and evil and the final triumph of the former, the immortality of the soul, the last judgment, the resurrection of the flesh
and the fiery destruction of the universe--[these] are some of the resemblances which, whether real or only apparent, enabled Mithraism to prolong its resistance to
Christianity,"

The rites of Mithras were performed in caves. Porphyry, in his Cave of the Nymphs, states that Zarathustra (Zoroaster) was the first to consecrate a cave to the
worship of God, because a cavern was symbolic of the earth, or the lower world of darkness. John P. Lundy, in his Monumental Christianity, describes the cave of
Mithras as follows:

"But this cave was adorned with the signs of the zodiac, Cancer and Capricorn. The summer and winter solstices were chiefly conspicuous, as the gates of souls
descending into this life, or passing out of it in their ascent to the Gods; Cancer being the gate of descent, and Capricorn of ascent. These are the two avenues of the
immortals passing up and down from earth to heaven, and from heaven to earth."

The so-called chair of St. Peter, in Rome, was believed to have been used in one of the pagan Mysteries, possibly that of Mithras, in whose subterranean grottoes
the votaries of the Christian Mysteries met in the early days of their faith. In Anacalypsis, Godfrey Higgins writes that in 1662, while cleaning this sacred chair of
Bar-Jonas, the Twelve Labors of Hercules were discovered upon it, and that later the French discovered upon the same chair the Mohammedan confession of faith,
written in Arabic.

Initiation into the rites of Mithras, like initiation into many other ancient schools of philosophy, apparently consisted of three important
degrees. Preparation for these degrees consisted of self-purification, the building up of the intellectual powers, and the control of the
animal nature. In the first degree the candidate was given a crown upon the point of a sword and instructed in the mysteries of Mithras'
hidden power. Probably he was taught that the golden crown represented his own spiritual nature, which must be objectified and
unfolded before he could truly glorify Mithras; for Mithras was his own soul, standing as mediator between Ormuzd, his spirit, and
Ahriman, his animal nature. In the second degree he was given the armor of intelligence and purity and sent into the darkness of
subterranean pits to fight the beasts of lust, passion, and degeneracy. In the third degree he was given a cape, upon which were drawn or
woven the signs of the zodiac and other astronomical symbols. After his initiations were over, he was hailed as one who had risen from
the dead, was instructed in the secret teachings of the Persian mystics, and became a full-fledged member of the order. Candidates who
successfully passed the Mithraic initiations were called Lions and were marked upon their foreheads with the Egyptian cross. Mithras
himself is often pictured with the head of a lion and two pairs of wings. Throughout the entire ritual were repeated references to the
birth of Mithras as the Sun God, his sacrifice for man, his death that men might have eternal life, and lastly, his resurrection and the
saving of all humanity by his intercession before the throne of Ormuzd. (See Heckethorn.) STOAA:24
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THE RITES OF MITHRAS (cont.)

There are many points of resemblance between Christianity and the cult of Mithras. One of the reasons for this probably is that the Persian mystics invaded Italy
during the first century after Christ and the early history of both cults was closely interwoven. The Encyclopadia Britannica makes the following statement
concerning the Mithraic and Christian Mysteries:

"The fraternal and democratic spirit of the first communities, and their humble origin; the identification of the object of adoration with light and the sun; the
legends of the shepherds with their gifts and adoration, the flood, and the ark; the representation in art of the fiery chariot, the drawing of water from the rock; the
use of bell and candle, holy water and the communion; the sanctification of Sunday and of the 25th of December; the insistence on moral conduct, the emphasis
placed on abstinence and self-control; the doctrine of heaven and hell, of primitive revelation, of the mediation of the Logos emanating from the divine, the atoning
sacrifice, the constant warfare between good and evil and the final triumph of the former, the immortality of the soul, the last judgment, the resurrection of the flesh
and the fiery destruction of the universe--[these] are some of the resemblances which, whether real or only apparent, enabled Mithraism to prolong its resistance to
Christianity,"

The rites of Mithras were performed in caves. Porphyry, in his Cave of the Nymphs, states that Zarathustra (Zoroaster) was the first to consecrate a cave to the
worship of God, because a cavern was symbolic of the earth, or the lower world of darkness. John P. Lundy, in his Monumental Christianity, describes the cave of
Mithras as follows:

"But this cave was adorned with the signs of the zodiac, Cancer and Capricorn. The summer and winter solstices were chiefly conspicuous, as the gates of souls
descending into this life, or passing out of it in their ascent to the Gods; Cancer being the gate of descent, and Capricorn of ascent. These are the two avenues of the
immortals passing up and down from earth to heaven, and from heaven to earth."

The so-called chair of St. Peter, in Rome, was believed to have been used in one of the pagan Mysteries, possibly that of Mithras, in whose subterranean grottoes
the votaries of the Christian Mysteries met in the early days of their faith. In Anacalypsis, Godfrey Higgins writes that in 1662, while cleaning this sacred chair of
Bar-Jonas, the Twelve Labors of Hercules were discovered upon it, and that later the French discovered upon the same chair the Mohammedan confession of faith,
written in Arabic.

Initiation into the rites of Mithras, like initiation into many other ancient schools of philosophy, apparently consisted of three important
degrees. Preparation for these degrees consisted of self-purification, the building up of the intellectual powers, and the control of the
animal nature. In the first degree the candidate was given a crown upon the point of a sword and instructed in the mysteries of Mithras'
hidden power. Probably he was taught that the golden crown represented his own spiritual nature, which must be objectified and
unfolded before he could truly glorify Mithras; for Mithras was his own soul, standing as mediator between Ormuzd, his spirit,
and Ahriman, his animal nature. In the second degree he was given the armor of intelligence and purity and sent into the darkness of
subterranean pits to fight the beasts of lust, passion, and degeneracy. In the third degree he was given a cape, upon which were drawn or
woven the signs of the zodiac and other astronomical symbols. After his initiations were over, he was hailed as one who had risen from
the dead, was instructed in the secret teachings of the Persian mystics, and became a full-fledged member of the order. Candidates who
successfully passed the Mithraic initiations were called Lions and were marked upon their foreheads with the Egyptian cross. Mithras
himself is often pictured with the head of a lion and two pairs of wings. Throughout the entire ritual were repeated references to the
birth of Mithras as the Sun God, his sacrifice for man, his death that men might have eternal life, and lastly, his resurrection and the
saving of all humanity by his intercession before the throne of Ormuzd. (See Heckethorn.) STOAA:24
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The final ceremony he has himself explained in another
passage: "Blush, my Roman fellow-soldiers, even though
ye be not to be judged by Christ, but by any 'Soldier of
Mithras,' who when he is undergoing initiation in the Cave,
when the crown (garland, rather) is offered to him (a sword
being placed between, as though in semblance of
martyrdom), and about to be set upon his head, is
instructed to put forth his hand, and push the crown away,

transferring it perchance, to his shoulder, saying at the

same time: “My crown 1s Mithras.” And from that time
forth he never wears a crown (garland), and this he has for
the badge of his initiation, for he is immediately known to
be a 'soldier of Mithras,' if he rejects a garland when
offered to him, saying that his crown 1s his god. —quoting

Tertullian from The Gnostics and Their Remains:132.
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In the following twelve steps we see portrayed certain amongst the tests of the neophyte's courage, which, according to Suidas,
were termed the "Twelve Degrees' or "Tortures." These corresponded in nature, although of vastly more severe reality, with
those trials of courage to which our Masonic Lodges subject the "apprentice” who seeks admission amongst them.

During the Mithraic probation, which lasted forty days, the candidate was tested by the Four Elements, he lay naked a certain
number of nights upon the snow, and afterwards was scourged for the space of two days. These Twelve Tortures are sculptured
upon the border of the famous Mithraic tablets preserved in the Innsbruck Museum, and a brief account of their several stages
will serve to elucidate much of what remains to be discussed.

[. Man standing and about to plunge a dagger into the throat of a kneeling figure, who holds up his hands in supplication. (This
scene appears analogous to the one in the modern ceremonial, when the candidate, ordered to remove the bandage from his
eyes, beholds many swords pointed in the most threatening manner at his naked breast.)

II. Naked man lying on the earth, his head resting on his hand, in the posture of repose. (Probably the penance of the bed of
SNOW.)

III. The same figure, standing with hands uplifted in a huge crescent (perhaps an ark, and representing the trial by water. To this
last, Plato is reported to have been subjected during his initiation in Egypt, and to have but narrowly escaped drowning.

.—— - >



IV. The same, but now with the pileus, cap of liberty, upon his head,
rushing boldly into a great fire (the trial by fire).

V. He 1s now seen struggling through a deep stream, and endeavouring
to grasp a rock.

V1. Bull walking to the left.
On the other side come the remaining stages:

VII. Four guests reclining at a horseshoe table (sigma), upon which is
set a boar roasted whole.

VIII. Youth guided up a flight of interminable steps by an aged man.

IX. Youth kneeling before a man in a long robe, whose hand he grasps
in prayer.

X. The same figures, but their positions are interchanged.

XI. Seated man, before whom kneels a naked, crowned, youth,
escorted by one in a long robe.

XII. Naked man holding up the hind legs of a cow, so as to receive in
his face the stream still regarded by the Hindoos as the most efficient
laver of regeneration, and consequently always administered to persons £
at their last gasp. The same sacred fluid (as I am informed by a Parsee) |
1s used 1n the sacramental cups drunk by every male upon his first
admission into that religion, which takes place on his completing his
seventh year. —The Gnostics and Their Remains:135-6.
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From Lundy's Monumental Christianity,
MITHRAS SLAYING THE BULL.

The most famous sculpturings and reliefs of
this prototokos show Mithras kneeling upon
the recumbent form of a great bull, into
whose throat he is driving a sword. The
slaying of the bull signifies that the rays of
the sun, symbolized by the sword, release at
the vernal equinox the vital essences of the
earth-— the blood of the bull-which, pouring
from the wound made by the Sun God,
fertilize the seeds of living things. Dogs were
held sacred to the cult of Mithras, being
symbolic of sincerity and trustworthiness.
The Mithraics used the serpent as an emblem
of Ahriman, the Spirit of Evil, and water rats
were held sacred to him. The bull is
esoterically the Constellation of Taurus; the
serpent, its opposite in the zodiac, Scorpio;
the sun, Mithras, entering into the side of the
bull, slays the celestial creature and nourishes
the universe with its blood. STOAA24




