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Hermes, as the personification of
Universal Wisdom, is here
depicted with his foot upon the
back of Typhon, the vanquished
dragon of ignorance and
perversion. To the Egyptian
initiates Typhon, the devourer of
souls, signified the lower world
which swallows up the spiritual
nature of individual who, being
imperfect, is forced to descend
from the higher spheres and be
reborn into the physical universe.
To be swallowed by Typhon
therefore signifies the process of
rebirth, from which man can only
release himself by vanquishing his
mortal Adversary.

In on hand Hermes carries the
Caduceus, a winged rod with two
fighting serpents entwined about
it; in the other, the immortal

Emerald, upon whose surface was
inscribed in raised letters the
sum of philosophy. The figure
wears the ancient Egyptian
Masonic apron according to the
pattern discovered by Belzoni,
the eminent Egyptologist. The
two small circles contain the
forms and symbols most closely
associated with Hermes. In the
upper circle is the ibis, whose
curious characteristics have
caused it to be particularly
associated with the medical art.
In the initiation ceremonies the
Egyptian priests wore masks in
the form of the ibis head to
signify that they represented the
attributes of Thoth, or Hermes.
The lower circle contains the dog,
an animal always associated with
Hermes because of its
intelligence and devotion.
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...Let him turn to some most suggestive
Egyptian bas reliefs. One especially from
the temple of Philae, represents a scene of
initiation. Two Gods-Hierophants, one with
the head of a hawk (the Sun), the other ibis-
headed (Mercury, Thoth, the god of

Wisdom and secret learning, the assessor of

Osiris-Sun), are standing over the body of a

candidate just initiated. They are in the act
of pouring on his head a double stream of
water (the water of life and new birth),
which stream is interlaced in the shape of a
cross and full of small ansated crosses. This
is allegorical of the awakening of the
candidate (now an Initiate), when the
beams of the morning sun (Osiris) strike the

crown of his head (his entranced body
being placed on its wooden tau so as to
receive the rays). Then appeared the
Hierophants-Initiators, and the

sacramental words were pronounced,
ostensibly, to the Sun-Osiris, addressed in
reality to the Spirit Sun within, enlightening
the newly-born man. -SD2:558-9



The ankh and the Was scepter are
symbols of the two Initiators. The
ankh with Horus and the breath of
(true) Life, now the symbol for
Venus, the source of our 'undying
souls), and the Was as a stylized
[bis head and thus Thoth.




The Initiate is bound across the chest,
as Hermes Trismegistus is in the
frontispiece of this chapter. It is not as
elaborate or 'advanced' on the Initiate
as on Hermes Trismegistus, suggesting
perhaps he's akin to a Fellow Craft or
Entered Apprentice, not a Master
Mason. The binding crosses over the
heart and lungs of the man, thus
perhaps binding together the heart
(ankh /Venus /soul /2nd Logos) and the
lungs (Was /Isis /bird /Mercury/mind /
Air/3rd Logos).




He looks like a boy, esp. in size and
face- there is a similar Greek scene
of an initiated boy before Demeter,
which suggests that this Initiate is
one of "the little children” new to
this ethereal reality, like one of the
little children saved from the
pharaoh's wrath and other mentions
of children in the New Testament,

who were in fact disciples and early
initiates new to the ancient
Hierarchical realms of Being.
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As I recall, the was sceptre of power was
usually depicted as being held upright
next to the ear/inner ear, thus
associating it with balance and
uprightness, like the Junior Warden's (in
the south) Masonic plumb line, meeting
the Earth perpendicularly.

This symbol is also considered a
depiction of Set(h), earth /dark /material
power, vs the ankh of Osiris, immortal /
divine breath and spiritual rebirth /
power. I think this pair of symbols can be
pitched at various levels, as was common
with the Egyptians. -Scott Thayer




Hermes, as the personification of
Universal Wisdom, is here
depicted with his foot upon the
back of Typhon, the vanquished
dragon of ignorance and
perversion. To the Egyptian
initiates Typhon, the devourer of
souls, signified the lower world
which swallows up the spiritual
nature of individual who, being
imperfect, is forced to descend
from the higher spheres and be
reborn into the physical universe.
To be swallowed by Typhon
therefore signifies the process of
rebirth, from which man can only
release himself by vanquishing his
mortal Adversary.
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Caduceus, a winged rod with two
fighting serpents entwined about
it; in the other, the immortal

Emerald, upon whose surface was
inscribed in raised letters the
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The bull, the dog and the goat
are the three symbolical
animals of Hermetic Magic,
resuming all the traditions of
Egypt and India. The bull
represents the Earth or Salt of
the Philosophers; the dog is
Hermanubis, the Mercury of
the sages — otherwise, fluid, air
and water; the goat represents
fire and is at the same time the
symbol of generation.

—Transcendental Magic, v.1, p.81

The Planetary Star of Sothis
was Mercury, who is Sut-
Anubis under his Planetary
type; but there was also a lunar

Mercury or Hermanubis. -The
Natural Genesis, v.2, p.102

The passage of Sut into the
lunar god Taht is represented
by Hermanubis, i.e. Hermes-
Anubis, a title attributed to the
second Hermes; the first being
Sut-Anubis the Mercury of the
Dog-star as well as of the

moon. -The Natural Genesis, v.1,
p.:351-2

Mercury was the Egyptian Sut-
Anubis who passed into Taht,
or Hermanubis, in the lunar
stage. The double visage of
black and gold is identical with
the black bird and gold hawk of

Sut Horus and Sut Nubti. -The
Natural Genesis, v.1, p.500

Hermanubis, white marble, 1st-2nd century CE




D>

9

Originally the BLAZING STAR of
five points represented SIRIUS,
or the Dog-star, the
forerunner of the inundation
of the Nile; the God ANUBIS,
companion of Isis in her
search for the body of OSIRIS,
her brother and husband.
Then it became the image of

universal seed of all beings. It
was HERMES, also, the Master
of Learning, whose name in
Greek is that of the God
Mercury. It became the sacred
and potent sign or character
of the Magi, the PENTALPHA,
and is the significant emblem
of Liberty and Freedom,

’;ﬁt

HORUS, the son of OSIRIS,
himself symbolized also by the

blazing with a steady radiance
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Sun, the author of the Seasons, of good and evil of
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and the God of Time; Son of
[sis, who was the universal
nature, himself the primitive
matter, inexhaustible source
of Life, spark of uncreated fire,

Revolutions, and promising
serene skies and fertile
seasons to the nations, after
the storms of change and
tumult. Morals and Dogma:19



Upon the forehead of Hermes
appears the uraus, the secret
symbol of the constellation of
Scorpio, which represents the
regeneration of the same power
that in the form of a dragon lies
helpless under his foot. The
scarab over the heart of Hermes
represents the presence of the
spiritual and regenerative light
within his own soul; the collar
typifies by its circles the orbits of
the heavenly bodies. The three
points of the tail of Typhon which
end in arrows indicate the three
destructive expressions of
universal energy—mental, moral,
and physical perversion. The
entire diagram signifies mastery
through the regeneration of the
body, the illumination of the
mind, and the transmutation of
the emotions.
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Before Osiris became the “One”
and the highest god of Egypt,
he was worshipped at Abydos
as the head or leader of the
Heavenly Host of the Builders
belonging to the higher of the
three orders. The hymn
engraved on the votive stela of
a tomb from Abydos (3rd
register) addresses Osiris thus:
“Salutations to thee, Osiris,
elder son of Sib; thou the
greatest over the six gods
issued from the goddess Noo
(primordial Water), thou the
great favorite of thy father Ra;
father of fathers, King of
Duration, master in the eternity
. who, as soon as these issued
from thy mother’s bosom,
gathered all the crowns and
attached the Uraus (serpent or

naja)* on thy head; multiform
god, whose name is unknown
and who has many names in
towns and provinces. . ."
Coming out from the
primordial water crowned with
the uraeus, which is the serpent
emblem of Cosmic fire, and
himself the seventh over the six
primary gods issued from
Father-Mother, Nou and Nout
(the sky), who can Osiris be, but
the chief Prajapati, the chief
Sephiroth, the chief
Amshaspend-Ormazd!

* This Egyptian word Naja
reminds one a good deal of the
Indian , the Serpent-God. Brahma
and Siva and Vishnu are all
crowned with, and connected
with Nagas — a sign of their cyclic
and cosmic character. -SD1:437

Stela of the Chief Treasurer and Royal Chamberlain Tjetji, 2124-1981 B.C.
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We must, moreover, remind those
who try to prove that the ancient
Egyptians knew nothing of and did
not teach reincarnation, that the
“Soul” (the Ego or Self) of the
defunct is said to be living in
Eternity: it is immortal, “co-eval
with, and disappearing with the
Solar boat, i.e., for the cycle of
necessity. This “Soul” emerges
from the Tiaou (the realm of the
cause of life) and joins the living on
Earth by day, to return to Tiaou

every night. This expresses the
periodical existences of the Ego.
(Book of the Dead, cvxliii.) The
shadow, the astral form, is
annihilated, “devoured by the
Uraeus” (cxlix., 51), the Manes will
be annihilated; the two twins (the
4th and 5th principles) will be
scattered; but the Soul-bird, “the
divine Swallow —and the Uraus of
Flame” (Manas and Atma-Buddhi)
will live in the eternity, for they are
their mother’s husbands. -SD1:227

Head of the god Osiris - Third Intermediate Period



Upon the forehead of Hermes
appears the uraus, the secret
symbol of the constellation of
Scorpio, which represents the
regeneration of the same power
that in the form of a dragon lies
helpless under his foot. The
scarab over the heart of Hermes
represents the presence of the
spiritual and regenerative light
within his own soul; the collar
typifies by its circles the orbits of
the heavenly bodies. The three
points of the tail of Typhon which
end in arrows indicate the three
destructive expressions of
universal energy—mental, moral,
and physical perversion. The
entire diagram signifies mastery
through the regeneration of the
body, the illumination of the
mind, and the transmutation of
the emotions.



Khepr (the Scarab-god) signifies to
create, but it also means to transform;
and the name agrees with the Egyptian
kRhep: to change and transform in
giving birth to, or in hatching. It is said
in the Litany of Ra, “Homage to thee, Ra,
the beetle (Khepr) that folds his wings,
that rests in the Empyrean, that is born
as his own son.” One of the titles of
Osiris is “the old man who becomes
young’; and the word for this
transformation is khepat. In the
inscriptions, Khepr is designated “the
Sacrabzus which enters life as its own
son.” Ptah, who was a form of Khepr-
Ra, is addressed thus: “O God, architect
of the world, thou art without a father,
begotten by thine own becoming, thou
art without a mother, being born
through repetition of thyself.” In another
text we read: “O divine Scarabaeus,
created from itself. O God, who hath

made the substance which is in him. O

God, who hast made his own father and

impregnated his own mother.”

“To denote an Only Begotten,” says Hor-
Apollo, “the Egyptians delineate a
Scarabzeus, because the Scarabazus is a
creature self-produced, being
unconceived by a female. The
Scarabzeus also symbolises generation
and a father, because it is engendered by
the father solely.” And in the Egyptian
mythology, Khepr, the beetle whose
name means the transformer, makes
his transformation into his own son. In
the Ritual the re-born spirit makes the
transformation of Khepr in its
manifestation to light or re-birth in the
likeness of the young sun-god. Khepr,
the beetle, buried himself, with his
seed, in the earth, there he
transformed, and the father issued
forth as the son. -The Natural

Genesis, v.1, p.118



Upon the forehead of Hermes
appears the uraus, the secret
symbol of the constellation of
Scorpio, which represents the
regeneration of the same power
that in the form of a dragon lies
helpless under his foot. The
scarab over the heart of Hermes
represents the presence of the
spiritual and regenerative light
within his own soul; the collar
typifies by its circles the orbits of
the heavenly bodies. The three
points of the tail of Typhon
which end in arrows indicate the
three destructive expressions of
universal energy—mental, moral,
and physical perversion. The
entire diagram signifies mastery
through the regeneration of the
body, the illumination of the
mind, and the transmutation of
the emotions.







| 1. Sex—the relation of the pairs of opposites. These can be selfishly utilised or divinely
blended.

(1) 2. Physical comfort—Iife conditions, selfishly appropriated.
3. Money—selfishly cornered (1f I may use such a phrase). ; ~

*

o

b )
1. Fear—which conditions activity today:. o
(2) 2. Hate—which 1s a factor in conditioning relationships. \‘

3. Ambition—conditioning objectives.

bRES
R

\1. X
1. Pride—whaich 1s intellectual satistaction, making the mind the barrier to soul contlol
(3) 2. Separativeness—which 1s the 1solated attitude and which makes the mind the barrier

to right group relations.
| 3. Cruelty—whaich 1s satistaction with personality methods and which makes the mind
the mstrument of the sense of power. ~Esoteric Astrology:206



Upon the forehead of Hermes
appears the uraus, the secret
symbol of the constellation of
Scorpio, which represents the
regeneration of the same power
that in the form of a dragon lies
helpless under his foot. The
scarab over the heart of Hermes
represents the presence of the
spiritual and regenerative light
within his own soul; the collar
typifies by its circles the orbits of
the heavenly bodies. The three
points of the tail of Typhon which
end in arrows indicate the three
destructive expressions of
universal energy—mental, moral,
and physical perversion. The
entire diagram signifies mastery
through the regeneration of the
body, the illumination of the
mind, and the transmutation of
the emotions.
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The Bife and Writings of EBoth Hermes Trismeaistus

HUNDERrolled lightvingflash-
o, the veil of the Temple vwas rent
from top to bgtom, The venerable
mitiatar, in his robes of biue and
pold, slnoly raised kis feweled
weind awdd podvted wih it ints the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silten crertain: * Behold the
Light of Egypt!" The candidate,
i has plais white robe, gazed into
L-) the utter ackness framed by the

ot great dtus-headed columns

between which the veil had hung. As he watched, @ fuminons haze
distributed itself throughout the atewsphere wntil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neaphste s illussined by the
soft glnvas he scanned the shimmering clowd for some tangabie ohject,

The imitiatar spoke agaiv; *“This Light which ye bhehold is the secret
fieminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoweth, sauve the
"Master of the Light." Behold Him!™ Suddenly, through the plearm-
mgmista figurcappeared, surrounded by a flickering greenisk sheen,
The inttiator brvered hus wand and, bowing his head, placed ome

hand edgewise against his breast iz humble salication. The neophyte
stepped back i ae, partly Blinded bythe glory of the vevealed figure

Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably larger than that of a martal man.
The body seemed partly transparent sothat the keart and brain could

be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart

changed into an ibis, and the Ivain into @ flashing emevald. In Its
hand this mysterious Deing bare a winged
rod, entwined with serpents, The aged in-
itiator, raising fis wand, cried ot in a lowd
wosce Al kaid Thee, Thotk Hermes, Thrice

Crreatese; all hail Thee, Privce of Men; all
hail Thee who standetk upon the head of
1yphum ™" At the same instant a lurid weith-
ing dragom appeared—a hidecus monster,

part serpent, part crocedile, and part hog,
from s mouth and wostrils posred sheets

of flame and karrible scamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Swddenly Hermes
struck the advancing reptile with the ser-
pent-wound aff and with snarling cry the
drago fell aver wpom its side, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His fot upen the skull of the var.

quisked Typheor. The next instant, with a
hlaze of unbearable glary that sent the neo
phyte stagpering backuward againsta pillay,
the immortal ”amrx, [«u'fn'.ur.zl' l")' stredmers
of greenish mist, passed throwgh the cham.
ber and faded into nothiegness,

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the

Frowen Thistersa Doorsem 1ot dicos nes

HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS

from the invention of leteers being ateribured o him. " (In the chap.
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters.) luvestigators believe thae it
was Hermes who was known o the Jews as “Enoch,” called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God."” Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planet Mercury
because this body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all crcatures was
necarest 10 God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods,
In dhe Egyptian drawings of hisn, Thoth carries 2 waxen writing
tablee and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment FHall of Osiris—a ritual of great sig-
nificance. Hermies is of fing importance to Masonic scholass, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory rituals, which
were borrowed from e Mysteries established by Hezmes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermwetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied mathematics with dhe Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geometric solids. Hermes 15 also revered
for his reformarion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus establishing a precedene which still pee-
vails. The appellation “Thrice Greatese”" was given to Hermes be-
cause he was considesed the greatest of all phislosophers, the greatess
of all pricses, and ehe greatest of all kings. le is worthy of note thae
the last poem of Amwerica’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long
fellow, was a lyric ode wo Flermes. (See Chambers” Encyclopadia.)
THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS
O the subjece of the Hermeeic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his History of Chemistry, has written:
""Leaving the Chaldean and casliess Egyp
tian periodds, of which we have remains but
no record, and from which no names of
cicher chemises or philosophers have come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A serics of catly Egypeian books
s ateributed to Hermes Trismcgistus, who
may have boen areal savane, ormay be aper-
sonification of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisideneified by some with the Greck
pod Hermes, and ehe Egypuan Thodh or
Tuei, who was the moon-god, and is repre
seneed in ancient paingings as ibis-headed
with the disc and crexent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis.
dom, betters, and the reconding of time, le
is in consequence of the great respect enter-
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chemical writings were called 'her-
metic,” and thae the phrase "hermetically
sealed’ is still in wse 1o designare the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, alftes the manner
of chemicalmanipulators. We findthesame
root in the hermetse medicines of Paracel-

authorof twenty thousand books; Manctho  Master of ol arts aod scrences. perfoct im wll crufis, Buder of the  sus, amnd the bermietic freemasonry of the
TAvee Workfs, Scribe of the Godr, and Keeper of the Books of Lafe, hlhldk ,‘m‘ "

increased ehe number to more chan thirty- 000 0 T S
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six thousand (sce James Gardner) — figures  Intelbgencer™ s reganded by the ancient Fpyptsans as the em
v . bodimontaf the Ehviver s Mawd, Wk in all pe alry ehar e acrmally

Among che fragmentary writings be-

which make it evident that a Soliary i-  suisnt s grest sape sel alcator byt e maoe of Hermes 1215 onpon. HEVEd to have come from the stylusof Her

dividual, even though he be overshadowed
by divine presogative, could scarcely have
accomplished such a monumental labor. Among the aresand sciences
which it is affirmed Hermes revealed to mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, ar, ascrology, music, thetoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barrett says of Hermes: ' ** *
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boch
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, but also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man. "

His transcendent learning caused Hermyes to be identifsed wich
many of the early sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "'l have mentioned thae Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and it is manifest from his being Hermes, and

nibie s extricate the Aistaricad mon from the manief gondary cocommis ’ . 9 | 1
b b oo oo d et fs A iath dhe Comme Pramaiple of 1 homg mes are (wo famous w ‘"L“ Ihe hese 1s (I*

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, as it is more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows. One cutstanding poine in connection
with Henmes is tha he was one of the few philosopler-priests of
pagandom upon whom the early Christians dis noc vent cheirspleen,
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare thar Hermes exhib.
ived many symptoms of intclligence, and thae if he had oaly been
botn in 2 more enlightened age wo thac e might have benehoed by
their instructions he would lave been a really greac man!

In his Sromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chroni-
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known conceming the
original forty-two books of Hermes and the importance wich which
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spiritual powers
«r:c!' Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as

ollows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This is
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Tcy HUNDERrolled lightwingflask-
o, the veil of the Temple was rent
from top to bgtom, The venerable
mitiator, in his robes of biue and
gold, sloaoly raised kis feweled
wweind and podvted with i into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the sslbew csertain: “* Behold the
Light of Egypt!”* The candidate,
<1 anhas plais white robe, gazed into

L-) the utter blackness framed by the
T twn great dtus-headed columns
between which the veil had hung. As he watched, @ fuminons haze
distributed itself throughout the atvwosphere wntil the asr was a mass
of shining particles. The face of the neophyte was illumined by the
soft glnwas he scanned the shimmering clowed for some tangitie obyject.
The imitiator spoke agaiv: *“This Light which ye behold is the secret
fieminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes none knoweth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™ Suddenly, throwgh the pleam-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded by a flickering greenish sheen,
The inttiator bnvered his wand and, bowaing his head, placed e
hand edgewise against his breast it kumble saltation. The neaphypte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe glory of the vevealed figure
Ganung courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lerger than that of a martal man.
The body seemed partly transparent sothat the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate wwatched, the keart
changed tnto an ibis, and the brain iwto @ flashing emevald. I Its
hand this mysterious Deing bare a winged
rod, entwined with serpents, The aged in-
itiator, rasing fiis wand, cried ot i a dowd
wosce Al kaid Thee, Thotk Hermes, Thrice
Crreatese; all hail Thee, Privce of Men; all
hail Thee who standetk upon the head of
! ',M-nt’" /"1.'{"." Sdmie mstant a t’m ld 10'.'1."0-
ing dragom appeared—a hidecus monster,
part serpent, part crocedile, and part hog,
frrom s mouth and vostrils posred sheets
of flame and karrible scamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Swddenly Hermes
struck the advancing reptile with the ser-
pent- wound < l‘f_l' and itk smarling ¢ "y the
dragen: fell aver wpom its side, while the
flames about it stenly died away. Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quisked Typheo. The next instant, with a
hlaze of unbearable glary that sent the neo
phyte stagpering backuward againsta pillay,
the immortal Flermes, followwed Iy streamers
of greenish mist, passed through the cham.
ber and faded into nothingness,

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the

Frown Tlisteria Doorsem Vot dicornes
HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS,

from the invention of letzers being ateribared to him. "' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmecan kters.) Investigarors believe thae i
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch,” called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God."” Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins, He was revered through the form of the planet Mezcury
because chis body s nearest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearest 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods.

In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carries 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Hall of Osiris—a ritual of great sig-
nificance. Hermies i of fint importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic inftiatory ricuals, which
were borrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied mathematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes 15 also revercd
for his reformation of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, dhus establishing a precedent which still pre-
vails. The appellacion “Thrice Grearese™ was given to Hermes be-
cause he was considered the greavese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and ehe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the Jase poem of America'’s beloved pocs, Henry Wadsworth Long -
fellow, was a lyric ode to Mermes. (See Chambers' Encyclopadia.)
THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written:
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp-
tian periods, of which we have remains but
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers have come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A series of eatly Egypaian books
15 arcributed to Hlermes Trismegistus, who
may have boen areal sasane, ot msay be a per-
somification of a long succesion of writers
* * * Heisidentibed by some with the Greek
god Heemes, and ehe Egypaian Thoch or
Tugi, who was the moon . god, and is repre-
serieed in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as the god of wis-
dom, beteers, and the recording of tme. le
is in consequence of the great respect enter-
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chanical writings were called “her-
metic,” and thae the phrase "hermetically
sealed! is still in wse to designace the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, alftes the manner
ofchemicalmanipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetic medicines of Paracel-
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which make it evident thae a solitary in- entatod o gratt ee ol educstre by e mios 4’:‘1:.-... warimpes.  Heved to have come from the stylus of Her-
ive mhie faextricate the Aistorical mon from the manief leg acvownl s T
dividual, even though he be overshadowed e ot b e e e iy, Tes are two famous works. The first i the

by divine ative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is affirmed Hermes revealed to mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thetoric, magic, philosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Omheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Biographia Antigua, Francis Barreeesays of Hermes ' * * %
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstrated himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obuinlng Ihis wis-
dom from God and heavenly things, and not from man.'

His o‘?dzmly learnin m l'l(:rrm:sl his“:l be md:n;i‘fnd Mzixh
many carly sages a < In neient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, as it is more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes is thae he was one of the few philosoplyer-priests of
pagandom upon whomm the eatly Chtistians did noe vent cheirspleen,
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Hernmes exhib-
ived many sympeoms of incelligence, and thae if he bad only been
botn in a more enlightenad age o thae e might have benehted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chroni-
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known conceming the
original forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spirsiual powers
?flﬁmn. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as

ollows:

“For the Egypeians pursue a philosophy of their own. This &
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darkness revealed by the tearing
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Caming courage, the yooth gazed again at the Divine One. The

imded bythe ploryof the vevealed figure
Form before him was considerably lorger than that of a martal man.
T he body seeme |’,’:..’v.‘.“, frams parent sothat the heart and brain could
en pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald. I Its
hand this mysterious Deing bave a winged
rod, entiwined with Serfenls The aged in-
wtiator, raising fis wand, cried ot in a lowed
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[ sphone 1" At the same instant @ lurid worith-
ing dragon appeared—a hideous monster,

part serpent, part cr woed

ile, and part hog,
frrom ats mouth and nostrdls poured sheets
of flame and karrible soumds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermes
struck the advancing reptile with the ser
pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
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flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van-
«‘,':n'ﬁr-f I\,'u'h"v T he next mstand, uwn'l o
hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the neo
phyte stagpering backward againsta pillay,
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SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared co him, " (In the chap.
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators belicve thae ie
was Hermes who was known o the Jews as “Enoch,” called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause bwe was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied mathematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformacion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellacion *“Thrice Grearese”™ was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greates: of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the kast poem of America’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long
fellow, was a lyric ode wo Hermes. (See Chambers” Encwclopadia.

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Claldean and carliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
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no record, and from which no names of
cither chemises or philosophers have come
down 1o us, we now approach che Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus, A serics of eatly Egypian books
15 aceributed to Hermes Trismegistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper

wmilxation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
{ pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaan Thoch or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
senited in ancient Pamnungs as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as che god of wis
dom, letrers, and the recording of time, le
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “het
metic,’ and that the phrase ‘heemetically

sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing
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of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the hermetic medicines of Paracel
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by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athrmed Hermses revealed o mankind were medicing,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barreee says of Hermies
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Anciene Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

Frserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac nvan!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both ehe cemporal and spincual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own, This is

THUNDER rolled, lightning
flashed, the veil of the Temple
was rent from top to bottom.
The venerable initiator, in his
robes of blue and gold, slowly
raised his jeweled wand and
pointed with it into the darkness
revealed by the tearing of the
silken curtain: "Behold the Light
of Egypt! " The candidate, in his
plain white robe, gazed into the

utter blackness framed by the
two great Lotus-headed columns

between which the veil had
hung. As he watched, a luminous

haze distributed itself
throughout the atmosphere until
the air was a mass of shining
particles. The face of the
neophyte was illumined by the
soft glow as he scanned the
shimmering cloud for some
tangible object. The initiator

spoke again: "This Light which ye
behold is the secret luminance of
the Mysteries. Whence it comes
none knoweth, save the 'Master
of the Light. Behold Him!"
Suddenly, through the gleaming
mist a figure appeared,
surrounded by a flickering
greenish sheen. The initiator
lowered his wand and, bowing
his head, placed one hand
edgewise against his breast in
humble salutation. The neophyte
stepped back in awe, partly
blinded by the glory of the
revealed figure. Gaining courage,
the youth gazed again at the
Divine One. The Form before him
was considerably larger than that
of a mortal man. The body
seemed partly transparent so
that the heart and brain could be
seen pulsating and radiant.



XXXVIIX

ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
mitiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wweind ard podnted soith it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken csertain: ** Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
Lk 5 anhas plain white robe, gazed into
" “} the utter Mlackness framed by the
T two great dtus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
T he body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and braiv could

be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart

kanged tuto an 1y ., dnd the brain into @ ﬂ.." ;l!:!.-: cmevald, In Its
hawnd this mysterious Deing bare a winged

4 .’_ it |-|~'.: x."h'l "l".[h’,'l" l' I.V '.‘;;’_..‘ m

idtor rdising fils o ~.v;~l'.- ried ot 2 a foved
AT kaid Thee, Thotk Hermes, Thrice
Crreatest; all kil Thee, Prince of Men; all
hail Thee who standetk upon the head of
I splume ™" At the same instant @ lurid worith-
' gom dppeared—a kidecus monster,
part serpent, part crocodile, and part hog,
Frome ars month and wostrils posred sheets
f flame and borrible scamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermes
irnd L N':. o l'l anCIng re _vn-'.‘ with r.'.v ser
pent-wound Lafl and with snarling cry the
fragon fell aver wpom s side, uhkile the
flames about i@ stonely died away, Hermes
pdaced His fort upene the bull of the van
quisked Typhem. The next imstant, with a
hlaze « '] unhearahle 11' wy that sent the nen
phyte stagpering backward againsta pillay,
the immortal Flermes, foliotwed fry streamers

of qred nish ms £, Ias e through the cham

ber and Jaded into nothizgness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

TAvee WowAdy, S
increased ehe number to more than thirty- (00 ot
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lamblichus averred that Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS
Jllllwnull\'.\'m)'l'k)llult-.“uu)‘c\,rﬂ.lnrll)n Master of all arts god sodences, perfoct im all orufis, Ruler of the  SUS, andd the bermetic frecmasonsy of the
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered through the form of the planet Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods

In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and scrves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of fine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformartion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, dhus establishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese"" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the kast poem of America’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long
fellow, was a lyric ode wo Mlermes. (See Chambers” Encwclopadia.)
THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may bave boon a real sasvane, ot may be a per
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibed by some wich the Grreek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thoeh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
writed i ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letrers, and the recording of tme. le
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists

that chamical writings were called “hes

metic,” and thae the phrase hermetically
sealed! is still in vee to designace the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the hermetic medicines of Paracel-

and Keepar of the Boolks of Lafe, "
ehe Theoe Tormas Graodest, the ' Priost Middle Ages.

wx thousand (see ].lll‘rf’.( ;Jldll&'!' t"}"”\" Fote!Ngencer' snan regarded by the amcient Dpyptians ar the em ."llbﬂﬂ}'_ the ll’.lb'}‘\(ﬂ!.lﬂ writings I
d J bodimontef the Ehiiver sal Misad, WAL ia ol peobiadafry ehar v sty n
which make it evident that 2 solitary (- cuised o prest sope sl educstir by 15 miere of Termes sz1s ionps. Heved to have come from the stylus of Her

dividual, even though he be overshadowed  mhe s extricatethe histaricai ras frem the maitof legosdan socmmte  1aves are e famous works, The firse 1s the
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by divine prezogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Ormpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Bareeet says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hermyes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

Freserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymander, or, as it is more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes is thac he was one of the few philosopher-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib-
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in 2 more enlightenad age wo thar e might have beneheed by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan bore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spinscual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

As the candidate watched, the
heart changed into an ibis, and
the brain into a flashing emerald.
In Its hand this mysterious Being
bore a winged rod, entwined with
serpents. The aged initiator,
raising his wand, cried out in a
loud voice: "All hail Thee, Thoth
Hermes, Thrice Greatest; all hail
Thee, Prince of Men; all hail Thee
who standeth upon the head of

Typhon!" At the same instant a
lurid writhing dragon appeared- a
hideous monster, part serpent,

part crocodile, and part hog. From
its mouth and nostrils poured
sheets of flame and horrible

sounds echoed through the
vaulted chambers. Suddenly
Hermes struck the advancing
reptile with the serpent-wound
staff and with snarling cry the
dragon fell over upon its side,
while the flames about it slowly
died away. Hermes placed His foot
upon the skull of the vanquished
Typhon. The next instant, with a
blaze of unbearable glory that
sent the neophyte staggering
backward against a pillar, the
immortal Hermes, followed by
streamers of greenish mist,
passed through the chamber and
faded into nothingness.
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The “Dragon” was also the symbol of the
Logos with the Egyptians, as with the
Gnostics. In the “Book of Hermes”
Pymander, the oldest and the most
spiritual of the Logoi of the Western
Continent, appears to Hermes in the
shape of a Fiery Dragon of “Light, Fire,
and Flame.” Pymander, the “Thought
Divine” personified, says: The Light is
me, | am the Nous (the mind or Manu), I
am thy God, and [ am far older than the
human principle which escapes from
the shadow ( “Darkness,’ or the
concealed Deity). I am the germ of
thought, the resplendent Word, the Son
of God. All that thus sees and hears in
thee is the Verbum of the Master; it is
the Thought ( Mahat) which is God, the
Father. The celestial Ocean, the Zther,
is the Breath of the Father, the life-
giving principle, the Mother, the Holy
Spirit, for these are not separated, and
their union is life.” -SD1:74-5
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The Bife and WMritings of Ehoth Hyermes Trismeaistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash-
o, the veil of the Temple was rent
from top to bettoes, The venerable
initiator, in his robes of biue and
gold, slowly raised kis feweled
wand ardd pointed soith it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silkew cuertain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
<1 anhas plai white robe, gazed into

3 the utter Mlackness framed by the
= two great dtus-headed columns
between which the veid had hemg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte vous illussined by the
soft gl as he scanned the shimemering clowd for some tangabie object,
I ke initiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold is the secret
tuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes none kioweeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glear-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered s wand and, bowing his head, placed one
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salication. The neophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate wxitched, the keart
changed it an ibis, and the brain into @ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Being bare d winged
rod, entwined with serpents, The aged in-
widtor, raising fiis (L-u’m;l', cried out in a foved
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hail Thee who standetk upon the head of
/| "M""'" At the same instant @ urid sorith-
ing drdgon appeared—a hidecus monster,
part serpent, part crocodile, and part hog,
frrom ats mouth and nostrils poured sheets
of fame and harrible scamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermes
struck the advincing rqﬁfc with the ser.
pent-swound staff and with snarling cry the
dragen: fell over wpon its side, while the
ﬂamn about i :-n'-:vw.') died aunay. licrmes
placed His foot upon the skull of the wan.
quisked Typhem. The next mstant, with a
blaze of unbearable glory that sent the neo.
phyte stagpering backward agaimsta pillay,
the immortal flermes, foliveved by streamers
of greenisk mist, passed through the chage-
ber and faded into nothingness,

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

" ~

lamblichus averred thae Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TRIEMEGISTUS root in the hermetic medicines of Paracel-

authorof twventy thousand books: Manctho  Master «f ol arts and sorences, perfoct im wll crufis, Kuder of the  sus, and the bermetic frecmasonsy of the
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from the invention of leteers being ateribated to him. " (In the chap.
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmean keters.) lnvestigators belicve thae it
was Hermes who was known o the Jews as “Enoch,” called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered through the form of the planet Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearest 10 God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods.
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablee and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Hall of Osiris —a ritual of great sig-
nificance. Hermes s of hist importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were borrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformartion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, dhus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation “Thrsce Greatese”" was given to Hermes be
cause he was considered the greavese of all philosophers, the greates
of all pricsts, and ehe greatest of all kings. e is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.)

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

On the subjece of the Hermeric books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written

""Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp

tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemisss or philosophers have comie
down 1o us, we now approach ehe Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first ypon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A serics of eatly Egypeian books
15 areributed to Mlermics Trismegistus, who
may bave boen areal sasane, ot may be a per-
wmifxation of a long succesion of writers

* * * Heisidentibied by some wigh the Greek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thodh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre

wented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, Jetrers, and the recording of time, le
is in consequence of the great respece enter

tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called 'het-
metic,’ and that the phrase "hermetically
sealed! is still in e to designace the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, altes the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame

v, and Keepar of the Bocks of Lafe hv'hlu"" "‘}'“ "

ehe Theee Tomas Cpratent the 'Pion

t regarded by the ancient Epptians ar the om Among the fragmentary writings be-

bodimont af the Ehviver nad Misd, WAL in adl peodadaBry eharr acrmally

which make ic evident that a solitary (- covvei s prent
divadual, even though he be overshadowed  »es extrcatetie by
by divine prerogative, could scarcely have
accomplished such a monumental labor. Among the ares and sciences
whiich it is athrmed Hernes revealed to mankind were medicineg,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathemadics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barreee says of Hermes: "' * * *
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstrated himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man. "

His transcendent learning caused Hernes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Anciene Mythology,
Bryant writes: "'l have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

b attesps o i dennif s Aies nnth ahe G

wesl axlsseatior doy 15 mtone of Hermes. 1213 impun. HEVEd 1o have come from the stylus of Her
wical mon fromthe manof Mgondary aoconmis 1S ATE WO ‘Il“('ll\ \\'l"l.\ 'l h(- t"“ " ‘lw
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Frserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymutnder, or, as itis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows. One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermwes is char he was one of the few philosopler-prieses of
pagandom upon whom the carly Christians did noe vent cheirspleen,
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Hennes exhib-
ived many sympeoms of intelligence, and thae if he bad only been
botn in 2 more enlightenad age wo thar e might have beneheed by
their instructions he would have been a really greac nvan!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chroni-
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spincual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i
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Froveny Thistoria Deorvm Fatidicorum.

HERMES MERCURTUS TRISMEGISTLUS,
'\fcli?rr' n{ |l” arls .ma‘ Sctencrey, 'wr{nl " .l“ .‘r.t‘((t. l\'ulr' n{ the
Fhree Worlds, Sceibe of the Gods, and Keeper of the Books of Lile,

T hoth Hervies Trismegintus
Intelligencer”

the [ hree Times Gyreatest the ""First

Wiis rfgq:n‘ﬂf by the ancient l"g*.'ph.uu s the em

bodiment of the Univer sal Mind, While in .l“1»n'-.a)uhnthrw actually
existed o great sage and educator by the name of Hermes, ib s impaos
sthietoextricate the historical man from the massof legendary account s
which attempt to tdentify him wath the Cosmic Principle of T howght
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! -+ Master of all arts and sciences.

: / pertect in all crafts, Ruler of the

I g' s Three Worlds, Scribe of the Gods,
7 0 and Keeper of the Books of Life,

0 RO o Thoth Hermes Trismegistus— the
(’ ¥ _' : Three Times Greatest, the "First
\ Intelligencer"- was regarded by the
3 ancient Egyptians as the embodiment
_‘ of the Universal Mind. While in all
\ N probability there actually existed a
N 3 R 7 3 5 A \:’. great sage and educator by the name
A\ ' ‘\ : ’ a ;' of Hermes, it is impossible to
\/ N\ = \ 3 ¥ AN | extricate the historical man from the

| | “’Q N ; = 3 mass of leg.endar.y ac.coun.ts which

| é{ § N Wi & " attempt to identity him with the
! {..iz A £ N Rl Cosmic Principle of Thought.
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The “ Dragon ” was also the symbol of
the Logos with the Egyptians, as with
the Gnostics. In the “Book of Hermes”
Pymander, the oldest and the most
spiritual of the Logoi of the Western
Continent, appears to Hermes in the
shape of a Fiery Dragon of “Light, Fire,
and Flame.” Pymander, the “Thought
Divine” personified, says: The Light is
me, | am the Nous (the mind or Manu), I
am thy God, and [ am far older than the
human principle which escapes from
the shadow ( “Darkness,’ or the
concealed Deity). I am the germ of
thought, the resplendent Word, the Son
of God. All that thus sees and hears in
thee is the Verbum of the Master, it is
the Thought ( Mahat) which is God, the
Father. The celestial Ocean, the Zther,
is the Breath of the Father, the life-
giving principle, the Mother, the Holy
Spirit, for these are not separated, and
their union is life.” -SD1:74-5



i)

) el
N (a%@\

SN e
SN
. ) . |
/ . Master of all arts and sciences. perfect in
l .‘ > all crafts, Ruler of the Three Worlds,
i i Scribe of the Gods, and Keeper of the

Books of Life, Thoth Hermes
Trismegistus— the Three Times Greatest,
the "First Intelligencer"- was regarded
by the ancient Egyptians as the

embodiment of the Universal Mind.
While in all probability there actually
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l | 3 all crafts, Ruler of the Three Worlds,
i i Scribe of the Gods, and Keeper of the

Books of Life, Thoth Hermes
Trismegistus— the Three Times Greatest,
the "First Intelligencer"- was regarded
by the ancient Egyptians as the

embodiment of the Universal Mind.
While in all probability there actually
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XXXVIIX

ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
mitiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wweind ard podnted soith it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken csertain: ** Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
Lk 5 anhas plain white robe, gazed into
" “} the utter Mlackness framed by the
T two great dtus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed !l.'q'-'fH‘l'nil}:l‘.‘-nuf the dh:un"u’un‘ wndil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilussined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes none kioveeth, sove the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the yoth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
T he body seemed partly transporent so that the heart and braiv could
be seen pulsating and radiant. As the candidate wntched, the heart
changed o an 1bis, and the brain into ¢ flashing emevald. I Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
rod, entwined with serpents, The aged in-

wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Crreatese: all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
! '-[w‘:mr 1" At the same instant @ turdd writh-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crocedile, and part hog,
frrom dts mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
struck the advancing reptile with the ser
pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
dragen fell over wpom its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
1,’:1:"7!‘-.{ Typhem. The wext instant, wath a
hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen
phyte stagpering backward againsts pillay,
the immortal Fermes, folivved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas
ber and faded inte nothingness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES
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increased dhe number o more than thirty
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lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS root in the henmetie medicines of Paracel-
suthorof twenty thousand books; Manctho  Afuster of all arts aed sciences, perfect in wli crufis, Ruder of the  sus, atkd the bermetic frecmasoney of the
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered through the form of the planet Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods

In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and scrves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of fine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformartion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, dhus establishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese"" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the kast poem of America’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.)
THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may bave boon a real sasvane, ot may be a per
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibed by some wich the Grreek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thoeh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
writed i ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and crewent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letrers, and the recording of tme. le
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,” and thae the phrase hermetically
sealed! is still in vee to designace the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame

and Keepar of the Boolks of Lafe, "
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six thousand (sce James Gardner) — figures  Ineeligencer™ s regarded by the ancient Epaptions ar the om Among the fragmentary writings be
" ’ bodimontef the Ehiiver sal Misad, WAL ia ol peobiadafry ehar v sty n
which make it evident that a solitary (- eaistof e et sape sl edsator by 15t mtene of Hermes. 1t 15 . Heved to have come from the stylus of Her

divaidual, even though he be overshadowed  »febiex teate the Aintarical ran frees the maiiof legondary socomnte  ves gee tovo famous works, The firse 1sthe
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by divine prerogacive, conld scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is afirmed Hermes revealed o mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, art, ascrology, music, thetoric, magic, philosophy,
peography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antigua, Francis Barrett says of Fermes
i God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledae to all pos
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from God and heavenly things, and not from man. "’

His transcendent learning caused Hermes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

Freserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymander, or, as it is more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes is thac he was one of the few philosopher-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib-
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in 2 more enlightenad age wo thar e might have beneheed by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan bore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spinscual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

[amblichus averred that Hermes
was the author of twenty
thousand books; Manetho
increased the number to more
than thirty-six thousand (see
James Gardner)- figures which
make it evident that a solitary
individual, even though he be
overshadowed by divine
prerogative, could scarcely have
accomplished such a
monumental labor. Among the
arts and sciences which it is
affirmed Hermes revealed to
mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, art, astrology,
music, rhetoric, Magic,
philosophy, geography,

mathematics (especially
geometry), anatomy, and
oratory. Orpheus was similarly
acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Biographia Antiqua,
Francis Barrett says of Hermes:
“If God ever appeared in man, he
appeared in him, as is evident
both from his books and his
Pymander; in which works he
has communicated the sum of
the Abyss, and the divine
knowledge to all posterity; by
which he has demonstrated
himself to have been not only an
inspired divine, but also a deep
philosopher, obtaining his
wisdom from God and heavenly
things, and not from man.”
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ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
iatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
o/ 5 nhas plaim white robe, gazed into
= “} the utter Mlackness framed by the
= two great dtus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed !l.'»:.'[H'l'l-it‘qll."nuf the -lh::u\"u’;uf wndil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tieminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoweth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
g meista !u',v,mr.-ll-,':c':n.‘(.'. surrotended !'r_y(i].'n: kering greenish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
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wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
(ireatese; all kail Thee ' Prince 'n)‘ -‘\l'l‘l:,‘ all
hail Thee who standeth upon the head of
I yphon ™" At the same instant @ lurid sorith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part '.ro"v_q{ [\l!f cr i.l«.'ll'-'_ -l'll.’ [\J.'l ’2'A',7‘.
’ rom oS 7!\'||.'H'| .'lm.' naostrils jcm'u'l.’ *.‘hf(‘!\
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
-'rw_-’f_ the advane ing rr!n"-' with the ser

pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
fragos fell over wpon its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen

phyte stagpering backward agaimsts pillay,
the immortal Flermes, folicrved by streamers
of greendsh mist, passed through the chaw

her ::m{].hh‘lf inte nothiepness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TRIEMIGISTUS
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformacion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese"" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.)

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Claldean and carliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach che Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Hermes, and ehe Egyptian Thoch or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of time. e
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,’ and that the phrase ‘heemetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing

of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manncr
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetic medicines of Paracel-
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by divine prerogacive, conld scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is afirmed Hermes revealed o mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, art, ascrology, music, thetoric, magic, philosophy,
peography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora

tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antigua, Francis Barrett says of Fermes
i God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boch
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledae to all pos
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from God and heavenly things, and not from man. "’

His transcendent learning caused Hermes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and
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Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

Iamblichus averred that
Hermes was the author of
twenty thousand books;
Manetho increased the number
to more than thirty-six
thousand (see James Gardner)-
figures which make it evident
that a solitary individual, even
though he be overshadowed by

divine prerogative, could
scarcely have accomplished
such a monumental labor.
Among the arts and sciences
which it is affirmed Hermes
revealed to mankind were
medicine, chemistry, law, art,
astrology, music, rhetoric,
Magic, philosophy, geography,

mathematics (especially
geometry), anatomy, and
oratory. Orpheus was similarly
acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Biographia Antiqua,
Francis Barrett says of Hermes:
“If God ever appeared in man, he
appeared in him, as is evident
both from his books and his
Pymander; in which works he
has communicated the sum of
the Abyss, and the divine
knowledge to all posterity; by
which he has demonstrated
himself to have been not only an
inspired divine, but also a deep
philosopher, obtaining his
wisdom from God and heavenly
things, and not from man.”
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The forty-two Sacred
Books of the Egyptians
mentioned by Clement of
Alexandria as having
existed in his time, were
but a portion of the Books
of Hermes. Iamblichus, on
the authority of the
Egyptian priest Abammon,
attributes 1200 of such
books to Hermes, and
Manetho 36,000. But the

testimony of Iamblichus as

a neo-Platonist and
theurgist is of course

rejected by modern critics.

Manetho, who is held by
Bunsen in the highest

[amblichus Syrian Neoplatonist

consideration as a "purely
historical personage” . . .
with whom "none of the
later native historians can
be compared”, suddenly
becomes a Pseudo-
Manetho, as soon as the
ideas propounded by him
clash with the scientific
prejudices against magic
and the occult knowledge
claimed by the ancient
priests. However, none of
the archeologists doubt for
a moment the almost
incredible antiquity of the

Hermetic books. -Isis
Unveiled, v.1, p.33



The numerous books upon
theology, astronomy, and
medicine are ascribed to the
second Mercury, the Son of
Vulcan, who, according to
Eusebius lived a little after
Moses; that is, about fifty
years after the exodus of the
[sraelites. This learned
author, relying upon the
authority of Manetho,

reckons that this second
Mercury is he who was
surnamed “TRISMEGISTUS," or
"Thrice Great." According to
Manetho, this second Hermes
or Mercury translated from
engraved tables of stone, that
had been hidden in the earth,
the sacred characters written
by the first Hermes or
Mercury, called Thaut or
Thoth, and wrote the

explanation in books, which
were deposited in the
Egyptian temples. He thus
established a Divine
authority, obtained a high
degree of respect among the
people, and was long revered
as the restorer of learning.
From the tables of the first
Hermes he is said to have
written, as commentaries and
explanations, an incredible
number of books. These
books, according to Clemens
Alexandrinus amounted in
number to forty-two. It was
impossible for the Egyptians
to carry their veneration for
them higher than they did.
They were borne in their
processions with great
ceremony and respect. -The

Divine Pymander:viii

The Divine Pymander, cover, 1650 edition
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ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
iatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
o/ 5 nhas plaim white robe, gazed into
s “;, the utter Mlackness framed by the
= two great dtus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed stself throughout the atewosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilusined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded by a flickering greenisk skeen.
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
{ .-"(u'.‘l".', all kail Thee - Privce 'n)‘ -‘\l'l‘l:,‘ all
hail Thee who standeth upon the head of
I yphon ™" At the same instant @ lurid sorith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part '.ro"v_q{ [\l!f cr i.l«.'ll'-'_ -l'll.’ [\J.'l ’2'A',7‘.
’ rom oS 7!\'||.'H'| .'lm.' naostrils jcm'u'l.’ *.‘hf(‘!\
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermes
-'rw_-’f_ the advane ing rr!n"-' with the ser
pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
fragos fell over wpon its sude, while the
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flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
blaze of unbearal
phyte stagpering backward agaimsts pillay,
the immortal Flermes, folicrved by streamers
of greendsh mist, passed through the chaw
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SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TRIEMIGISTUS
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformacion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese"" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.)

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Claldean and carliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach che Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Hermes, and ehe Egyptian Thoch or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of time. e
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,’ and that the phrase ‘heemetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing

of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manncr
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetic medicines of Paracel-

suthorof twventy thousand books; Manctho  Afuster of all arts aed soiences, perfoct in wli crufis. Ruder of the  sus, atd the bermetic freemasonry of the
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six thousand (sce James Gardner) — figures  Inteligenier™ - sas regarded by the ancient Epptiont ar the om Among the fragmentary writings be
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by divine prerogacive, conld scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is afirmed Hermes revealed o mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, art, ascrology, music, thetoric, magic, philosophy,
peography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora

tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antigua, Francis Barrett says of Fermes
i God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boch
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledae to all pos
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from God and heavenly things, and not from man. "’

His transcendent learning caused Hermes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

[amblichus averred that Hermes
was the author of twenty
thousand books; Manetho
increased the number to more
than thirty-six thousand (see
James Gardner)- figures which
make it evident that a solitary
individual, even though he be
overshadowed by divine
prerogative, could scarcely have
accomplished such a
monumental labor. Among the
arts and sciences which it is
affirmed Hermes revealed to
mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, art, astrology,
music, rhetoric, Magic,
philosophy, geography,

mathematics (especially
geometry), anatomy, and
oratory. Orpheus was similarly
acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Biographia Antiqua,
Francis Barrett says of Hermes:
“If God ever appeared in man, he
appeared in him, as is evident
both from his books and his
Pymander; in which works he
has communicated the sum of
the Abyss, and the divine
knowledge to all posterity; by
which he has demonstrated
himself to have been not only an
inspired divine, but also a deep
philosopher, obtaining his
wisdom from God and heavenly
things, and not from man.”
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From the above facts it is
quite clear that the Greeks
were generally correct in the
statements which they made
about the wisdom and
learning of Thoth, whom they
identified with their own
Hermes. They described him
as the inventor of astronomy
and astrology, the science of
numbers and mathematics,
geometry and land surveying,
medicine and botany; he was
the first to found a system of
theology, and to organize a
settled government in the

Thoth, the Scribe of the Gods,
illustration from 7he Gods of the Egyptians

country; he established the
worship of the gods, and made
rules concerning the times
and nature of their sacrifices;
he composed the hymns and
prayers which men addressed
to them, and drew up
liturgical works; he invented
figures, and the letters of the
alphabet, and the arts of
reading, writing, and oratory
in all its branches; and he was
the author of every work on
every branch of knowledge,

both human and divine. -The
Gods of the Egyptians:414



As to their knowledge in medicine,
now that one of the lost Books of
Hermes has been found and
translated by [George] Ebers, the
Egyptians can speak for
themselves. That they understood
about the circulation of the blood,
appears certain from the healing
manipulations of the priests, who
knew how to draw blood
downward, stop its circulation for
awhile, etc. A more careful study
of their bas-reliefs representing
scenes taking place in the healing
hall of various temples will easily
demonstrate it. They had their
dentists and oculists, and no

doctor was allowed to practice
more than one specialty; which
certainly warrants the belief that
they lost fewer patients in those

days than our physicians do now. -
[sis Unveiled, v.1, p.544

X VR N et S

) p—
VL s
-3

" ok M
P
- o

el

..'

e,
»
3

%
MW
4 .:f,‘

2
B0,

5,3

-
. o
Sl v, F

( ) s \ N
"N e N X .
A\ v \ 1 y
N\
-

z

The Ebers Papyrus, describing a treatment for
cancer. Discovered by George Ebers in 1872



XXXVIIX

ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
imatiator, i his robes of Blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wweind ard podnted soith it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken csertain: ** Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
S anhas plamwhite robe, gazed into
“} the utter Mlackness framed by the
= two great dtus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed stself throughout the atewosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilusined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
T he body seemed partly transporent so that the heart and braiv could
be seen pulsating and radiant. As the candidate wntched, the heart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
I yphon ™" At the same instant @ lurid sorith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crx l'(.’ll"'_ and part ’M',".
frrom dts mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermes
-!rul_‘L._ the advine ing r-’!(l"ﬂ' with the ser
pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
dragen fell over wpom its sude, while the

e~

flames about it storely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the wan.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen
phyte stagpering backward agaimsts pillay,
the immortal Fermes, folivved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas
ber and faded inte nothingness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS

Frown Tlhistersa Do ot dicornms

from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and scrves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformartion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, dhus establishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese"" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.)

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thoeh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of time. e
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists

that chamical writings were called “hes

metic,” and thae the phrase hermetically
sealed! is still in vee to designace the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manncr
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetic medicines of Paracel-

suthorof twventy thousand books; Manctho  Afuster of all arts aed soiences, perfoct in wli crufis. Ruder of the  sus, atd the bermetic freemasonry of the

increased che number to more than thirty- 0 e eias
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six thousand (sce James Gardner) — figures  Inteligencer™ s regarded by the ancient Epapions ar the om Among the fragmentary writings be

which make it evident thae a solitary in- .
divadual, even though he be overshadowed
by divine prerogacive, conld scarcely have
accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is afirmed Hermes revealed o mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, art, ascrology, music, thetoric, magic, philosophy,
peography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora

tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antigua, Francis Barrett says of Fermes
i God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledae to all pos
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from God and heavenly things, and not from man. "’

His transcendent learning caused Hermes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

bodimontof tAe Ehivwr sad Misad, WAL in add peodada hry ehar e mcrmally
tekd w greot rape oml ediic stor Doy 180 mamve of Tlermes, 1oy imvpos

mibie fr entricote the Aistoricad man from the mantof egomdary covomnie . 5 o 1
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lieved to have come from the stvlusof MHer

Freserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib-
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan bore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
origimal forty -two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

[amblichus averred that Hermes
was the author of twenty
thousand books; Manetho
increased the number to more
than thirty-six thousand (see
James Gardner)- figures which
make it evident that a solitary
individual, even though he be
overshadowed by divine
prerogative, could scarcely have
accomplished such a
monumental labor. Among the
arts and sciences which it is
affirmed Hermes revealed to
mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, art, astrology,
music, rhetoric, Magic,
philosophy, geography,

mathematics (especially
geometry), anatomy, and
oratory. Orpheus was similarly
acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Biographia Antiqua,
Francis Barrett says of Hermes:
“If God ever appeared in man, he
appeared in him, as is evident
both from his books and his
Pymander; in which works he
has communicated the sum of
the Abyss, and the divine
knowledge to all posterity; by
which he has demonstrated
himself to have been not only an
inspired divine, but also a deep
philosopher, obtaining his
wisdom from God and heavenly
things, and not from man.”
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Mercury gives a lyre to Apollo,
By Carlo Cesius, 17th c.

The tale is to be recalled at this point of
Hermes’ fashioning of the lyre when but
an infant a couple of hours old.
Conceived of Zeus, he had been born of a
night-sky nymph named Maia (meaning
“old mother, grandmother, foster-
mother, old nurse, or midwife”; but also a
certain large kind of crab). In a cave he
had been born, at dawn; and toddling

forth from his cradle before noon, he had
chanced — or had seemed to chance — at
the entrance of the cave upon a tortoise
(an early animal symbol of the universe),
which he broke up and fashioned into a
lyre, to which at noon he beautifully
sang. That evening he stole Apollo’s
cattle, and to appease the god gave him
the lyre, which Apollo passed to his own

son Orpheus (Figure 3 and Figure 11).
And, as the whole world knows, the
sound of that lyre in Orpheus’s hands
stilled the animals of the wilderness,
moved trees and rocks, and even
charmed the lord of the netherworld
when the lover descended alive to the

abyss to recover Eurydice, his lost bride.
-The Masks of God, v.4, p.203
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ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
mitiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wweind ard podnted soith it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken csertain: ** Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
Lk 5 anhas plain white robe, gazed into
" “} the utter Mlackness framed by the
T two great dtus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed !l.'q'-'fH‘l'nil}:l‘.‘-nuf the dh:un"u’un‘ wndil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilussined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes none kioveeth, sove the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the yoth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
T he body seemed partly transporent so that the heart and braiv could
be seen pulsating and radiant. As the candidate wntched, the heart
changed o an 1bis, and the brain into ¢ flashing emevald. I Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
rod, entwined with serpents, The aged in-

wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Crreatese: all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
! '-[w‘:mr 1" At the same instant @ turdd writh-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crocedile, and part hog,
frrom dts mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
struck the advancing reptile with the ser
pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
dragen fell over wpom its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
1,’:1:"7!‘-.{ Typhem. The wext instant, wath a
hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen
phyte stagpering backward againsts pillay,
the immortal Fermes, folivved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas
ber and faded inte nothingness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES
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increased dhe number o more than thirty
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lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS root in the henmetie medicines of Paracel-
suthorof twenty thousand books; Manctho  Afuster of all arts aed sciences, perfect in wli crufis, Ruder of the  sus, atkd the bermetic frecmasoney of the
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered through the form of the planet Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods

In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and scrves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of fine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformartion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, dhus establishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese"" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the kast poem of America’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.)
THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may bave boon a real sasvane, ot may be a per
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibed by some wich the Grreek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thoeh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
writed i ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and crewent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letrers, and the recording of tme. le
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,” and thae the phrase hermetically
sealed! is still in vee to designace the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame

and Keepar of the Boolks of Lafe, "
ehe Theoe Tormas Graodest, the ' Priost Middle Ages.

six thousand (sce James Gardner) — figures  Ineeligencer™ s regarded by the ancient Epaptions ar the om Among the fragmentary writings be
" ’ bodimontef the Ehiiver sal Misad, WAL ia ol peobiadafry ehar v sty n
which make it evident that a solitary (- eaistof e et sape sl edsator by 15t mtene of Hermes. 1t 15 . Heved to have come from the stylus of Her

divaidual, even though he be overshadowed  »febiex teate the Aintarical ran frees the maiiof legondary socomnte  ves gee tovo famous works, The firse 1sthe

A atteegy oo et fe Ao nath e Chomne Pramoipde of T hngh

by divine prerogacive, conld scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is afirmed Hermes revealed o mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, art, ascrology, music, thetoric, magic, philosophy,
peography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antigua, Francis Barrett says of Fermes
i God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledae to all pos
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from God and heavenly things, and not from man. "’

His transcendent learning caused Hermes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

Freserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymander, or, as it is more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes is thac he was one of the few philosopher-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib-
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in 2 more enlightenad age wo thar e might have beneheed by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan bore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spinscual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

[amblichus averred that Hermes
was the author of twenty
thousand books; Manetho
increased the number to more
than thirty-six thousand (see
James Gardner)- figures which
make it evident that a solitary
individual, even though he be
overshadowed by divine
prerogative, could scarcely have
accomplished such a
monumental labor. Among the
arts and sciences which it is
affirmed Hermes revealed to
mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, art, astrology,
music, rhetoric, Magic,
philosophy, geography,

mathematics (especially
geometry), anatomy, and
oratory. Orpheus was similarly
acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Biographia Antiqua,
Francis Barrett says of Hermes:
“If God ever appeared in man, he
appeared in him, as is evident
both from his books and his
Pymander; in which works he
has communicated the sum of
the Abyss, and the divine
knowledge to all posterity; by
which he has demonstrated
himself to have been not only an
inspired divine, but also a deep
philosopher, obtaining his
wisdom from God and heavenly
things, and not from man.”
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ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingfash.
J e, the veil of the Temple was rent
from top to bettos, The veneralle
imatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light n] l"s'_y;'.(.'" The candidate,
in his plais white robe, gazed into
N \5 the utter Mackness framed by the
= two great dtus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilusined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
fieminance r,;f the '\{_YSHFIC‘-. Whence it comes nome kmvm'rﬁ, suve the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the gleam-
tr g meista ,Ia',“mr.-l;-,':o' wred, surronended !'ry aflickering greenish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered s wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe glory of the revealed figure

Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was comsiderably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, raising kis wand, cried owt in a lowd
wice All };:.I.’ ! ,I o | "A' ok ! ll'.‘llll"-,.l’ ’H ice
(yreatese,; all kail Thee - Prince "J‘ ,‘\!a'l:,‘(l!u'
hail Thee who standetk upon the head of
[ sphone 1" At the same instant @ lurid sorith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crocodile, and part hog,
Frrom s mouth and nostrls '[-.-:4'-'4.' sheets
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermees
struck the advane ing v(]n"-' with the ser

pent-wound stafl and with snarling cry the
fragen fell over wpom its side, while the

.ﬁ.}v-yr'. abaut i sl ey died away. Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished [ yphem. T he next imstant, with a

blaze of unbearal

e slory that sent the neo

phyte stagpering backward againsta pillay,
the immortal flerme 5 "'II"‘I".I-['!"’ Iy stredmers
of greendsh mist, passed through the chaw

ber and faded inte nothingness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HIERMES MERCURIUS TREEMEGISTUS

Frown Thistersa Dowsem Vanidicornm

from the invention of leteers being ateribared co him, " (In the chap.
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators belicve thae ie
was Hermes who was known o the Jews as “Enoch,” called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause bwe was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied mathematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformacion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellacion *“Thrice Grearese”™ was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greates: of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the kast poem of America’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long
fellow, was a lyric ode wo Hermes. (See Chambers” Encwclopadia.)

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subject of the Hermeric books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written

"Leaving the Claldean and carliest Egyp

tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemises or philosophers have come
down 1o us, we now approach che Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus, A serics of eatly Egypian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper

wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibed by some wich the Grreek
pod Hermes, and ehe Egyptian Thoch or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
senited in ancient Pamnungs as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as che god of wis
dom, letrers, and the recording of time, le
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “het

metic,’ and that the phrase "hermetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing
of a plass vessel by fusion, aleer the mannct
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame

root in the henmetic medicines of Paracel
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by divine prerogacive, conld scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is afirmed Hermes revealed to mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, art, ascrology, music, thetoric, magic, philosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora

tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antigua, Francis Barrett says of Flermes
i God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boch
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledae to all pos
terity; by which he has demonstrated himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from God and heavenly things, and not from man. "’

His transcendent learning caused Hernes to be identifed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Anciene Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and
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Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine

Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac nvan!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both ehe cemporal and spincual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own, This is

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

[amblichus averred that Hermes
was the author of twenty
thousand books; Manetho
increased the number to more
than thirty-six thousand (see
James Gardner)- figures which
make it evident that a solitary
individual, even though he be
overshadowed by divine
prerogative, could scarcely have
accomplished such a
monumental labor. Among the
arts and sciences which it is
affirmed Hermes revealed to
mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, art, astrology,
music, rhetoric, Magic,
philosophy, geography,

mathematics (especially
geometry), anatomy, and
oratory. Orpheus was similarly
acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Biographia Antiqua,
Francis Barrett says of Hermes:
“If God ever appeared in man, he
appeared in him, as is evident
both from his books and his
Pymander; in which works he
has communicated the sum of
the Abyss, and the divine
knowledge to all posterity; by
which he has demonstrated
himself to have been not only an
inspired divine, but also a deep
philosopher, obtaining his
wisdom from God and heavenly
things, and not from man.”
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XXXVIIX

The Bife and Writings of EBoth Hermes Crismeaistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingfash-
e, the veil of the Temple vwas rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
mitiatar, in his robes of blue and
gold, slowly raised kis feweled
wweind drd podnted swith it into the

o ey b Y darkness revealed by the tearing
] ’?ﬁ N Rl of the silten cuertain; * Behold the
e ) nh)i\ : A Light of Egype! The candidate,

A . S \ { e J
\ g&@ﬁ);// 725 inhis plainwhite robe, gazed into
) e \t} the utter Mlackness framed by the
T = tun great dtus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glonw as he scavned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
fuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the

‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed e
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salication. The neophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and braie could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate wxitched, the keart

changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its

hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
rod, entwined with serpents, The aged in-
widtor, rdising fiis uvu‘vr-;l', cricd owt i a lowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice

Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hail Thee who standetk upon the head of
! -,Mm:’“ /‘-l.'h'u‘ sadmic imstant a l'm ll! h".'l."l'
mg J'..;jnn .!,':,'lfd'f:f d hidecus monsler,
part serpent, part crocedile, and part hog,
frrom s mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of flame and karribile scamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Herses
struck the advancing reptile with the ser-
pent wound ’.'.xﬂ and witk “mn'm,': oy the
dragon fell over wpom its sude, while the

flames about i slowly died aray. licrmes
placed His foot upon the skull of the wan.

quished Typhem, The next imstant, with a
hlaze of unbearahle glory that sent the neo

phyte stagpering backward agaimsta pillay,

the immortal [lermes, followwed by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas.
ber and faded into nothingness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS

Frown Thistersa Dowsem ot dicernms

{rom the invention of leteers being ateribured to him. " (In the chap
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keeters) lnvestigators belseve that it
was Hermes who was known o the Jews as “Enoch,” called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God."” Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins, He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
becaurse this body is nearest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearest 1o God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods
In dhe Egypeian drawings of hitn, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Hall of Ohsiris—a ritual of great sig.
nificance. Hermes &= of fine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were borrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformation of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, dhus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellacion ““Thrice Greatese™ was given to Hermes be
cause he was considered the greavese of all philosophers, the greates
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.)

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermeric books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Fistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cicher chemisss or philosophers have come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 aceributed to Hermes Trismegistus, who
may have boen areal sasane, ot may be a per-
wmilkation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentified by some wigh the Greek
pod Hermes, and e Egypuian Thoch or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
writed i ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and crewent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of tme, le
is in consequence of the great respect enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “het
metic,” and thae the phrase "hermetically
sealed! is still in vee to designace the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the hermetic medicines of Paracel-

authorof twenty thousand books; Manctho  Auster of all arts aed soiences, perfoct in wll crufis, Ruder of the  sus, atkd the bermctic freemasoney of the

increased the number to more than thirty- 00 Eo 0 e
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six thousand (see James Gardner) — figures  Ireelbgencer™ wnas reganded by the amcient Dppeians as the om Among the fragmentary writings be-

which make ic evident thae a solitary in- ..
divadual, even though he be overshadowed
by divine prerogative, could scarcely have
accomplished such a monumental labor. Among the ares and sciences
whiich it is athrmed Hernes revealed to mankind were medicineg,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Blographia Antiqua, Francis Barrett says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstrated himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from God and heavenly things, and not from man. "

His transcendent learning caused Flermyes to be identifsed wich
many of the carly ages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bayane writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypelan Thoth; and ie is manifest from his being Hermes, and

bodimontof tAe Ehivwrsad M, A0 iw add pradad s hry ehar e acrma iy
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Srextricote the Avstorical man froem the ma it of legondary cocomnts . " % n
b areegy oo ddentifs Aen nath ihe Commne Pramaipde of Thngh myes are oo famous works, The firse the

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymnder, or, as it is more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes is thac he was one of the few philosopher-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Chiistians did noe vent cheir spleen,
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare thar Henmes exhib-
ived many symptoms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in 2 more enlightenad age wo thar e might have beneheed by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chroni.
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spincual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

His transcendent learning
caused Hermes to be identified
with many of the early sages
and prophets. In his Ancient
Mythology, Bryant writes: I
have mentioned that Cadmus
was the same as the Egyptian
Thoth; and it is manifest from
his being Hermes, and from the
invention of letters being
attributed to him.” (In the
chapter on the theory of
Pythagorean Mathematics will
be found the table of the
original Cadmean letters.)

Investigators believe that it was
Hermes who was known to the
Jews as "Enoch,’ called by
Kenealy the "Second
Messenger of God." Hermes
was accepted into the
mythology of the Greeks, later
becoming the Mercury of the
Latins. He was revered through
the form of the planet Mercury
because this body is nearest to
the sun: Hermes of all
creatures was nearest to God,
and became known as the
Messenger of the Gods.



XXXVII

The Bife and Writings of EBoth Hermes Crismeaistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingfash-
o, the vedl of the Temple was rent
from top to bettos, The venerable
mitiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, sloncly raised his feweled
waind and podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egypt!" The candidate,
51 anhas plaim white robe, gazed into

\l;. the utter Mackness framed by the
= tun great dtus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
fuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed e
hand edgewise against his breast in kusble salication. The necphste
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Ganung courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and braie could
be seen pulsating and radiant. As the candidate wntched, the heart
changed o an 1bis, and the brain into ¢ flashing emevald. I Its
hand this mysterious Deing bare a winged
rod, entwined with serpents, | he aged in-
widtor, raising fiis u-xim‘_l',-;r:l'(l' onet 112 o loned
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
1 sphome!*" At the same instant @ lorid sorith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crocodile, and part hog,
frrom dts mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of fame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Herses
struck the advancing reptile with the ser-
pent-wound stafl and with snarling cry the
dragen fell over wpon its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
blaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen
phyte stagpering backward agaimsta pillay,
the immortal Fermes, folivved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas
ber and faded into nothingness
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{rom the invention of leteers being ateribured to him. " (In the chap
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keeters) lnvestigators belseve that it
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch,"” called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God."” Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins, He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
becaurse this body is nearest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 1o God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods
In dhe Egypeian drawings of hitn, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablee and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Flall of Osizis —a ritual of great sig-
nificance. Hermes &= of fine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were borrowed from the Mystesies established by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformartion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, dhus establishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese”' was given to Hermes be
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the kast poem of America’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.)

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cicher chemisss or philosophers have come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 aceributed to Hermies Trismegistus, who
1Y |Ll\|‘|-(|‘||.lh'.!i sdtvinl, O a) l\_‘ A e

wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * * Heisidentified by some wigh the Greek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thodh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre

writed i ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis

dom, letrers, and the recording of time, e
is in consequence of the great respect enter

tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes

metic,” and thae the phrase "hermetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
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lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS root in the henmetie medicines of Paracel-
authorof twenty thousand books; Manctho  Auster of all arts aed soiences, perfoct in wll crufis, Ruder of the  sus, atkd the bermctic freemasoney of the
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divadual, even though he be overshadowed  m4et extricatethe Aistari
by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor. Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hernses revealed to mankind were medicing,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Blographia Antiqua, Francis Barreee says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonserated himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from God and heavenly things, and not from man,. "

His transcendent learning caused Hernyes to be identified wich
many of the carly ages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bayane writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypelan Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

wal . IAile il prwdadd Bry ehar ¢ ety
o Iy 150 mbere of Tarmes. 1t 1s ovpusn. HEVEd to have come from the stylus of Her
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Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymander, or, as it is more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes is thac he was one of the few philosopher-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Chiistians did noe vent cheir spleen,
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare thar Henmes exhib-
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in 2 more enlightenad age wo thar e might have beneheed by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
origimal forty -two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

His transcendent learning
caused Hermes to be
identified with many of the
early sages and prophets. In
his Ancient Mythology, Bryant
writes: “I have mentioned that
Cadmus was the same as the
Egyptian Thoth; and it is
manifest from his being Hermes,
and from the invention of letters
being attributed to him.” (In the
chapter on the theory of
Pythagorean Mathematics will
be found the table of the
original Cadmean letters.)

Investigators believe that it was
Hermes who was known to the
Jews as "Enoch," called by
Kenealy the "Second
Messenger of God." Hermes
was accepted into the
mythology of the Greeks, later
becoming the Mercury of the
Latins. He was revered through
the form of the planet Mercury
because this body is nearest to
the sun: Hermes of all
creatures was nearest to God,
and became known as the
Messenger of the Gods.



e __,_(.' o G
\\\J\\“ R g (

ERMES TRi{SME
|GIsTos AGYPTI

.
. |
P :
A 21N
" .
’D 1 ) .
—— ‘v-\aﬂ"'\v"“"". i

- '
: N -// /."}.."'.';o..'
G - L L a M
2 ' '.J,J.'...'“""c‘.::.?'
O}

.....

........

—————— . — ——
i -

—— T — .
.

Y/ MORIENE S N

S
—

-




"In the Hermesian system, the
ineffable secrets were reputed
to have been transmitted
through three patriarchs only,
viz., Adam, Seth, and Enoch;
the latter of whom was

identified with Hermes himself.

-The Pythagorean Triangle:85

"Buddha in Egypt was called
Hermes Trismegistus;
Lycophron calls him
Tricephalus. This speaks for
itself, as we have seen that
Buddha is identified with
Brahma, Vishnu, and Siva.
—Anacalypsis:163

Attis is, after the synergistic
fashion of post-Alexandrian
paganism, identified with the
Syrian Adonis, the Egyptian
Osiris, the Greek Dionysos and
Hermes, and the Samothracian
or Cabiric gods Adamna and

Corybas. -Philosophumena by
Hippolytes:119

God took Enoch, as in Genesis 5:24: "And Enoch walked with God:
and he was not; for God took him." (KJV) illustration from the 1728
Figures de la Bible; llustrated by Gerard Hoet (1648—1733)
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The Bife and Writings of EBoth Hermes Crismeaistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingfash-
e, the veil of the Temple vwas rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
mitiatar, in his robes of blue and
pold, sloncly raised his feweled
wweind drd podnted swith it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egypt!" The candidate,
in has plais white robe, gazed into
the utter Mackness framed by the
two great dotus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glonw as he scavned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed e
hand edgewise against his breast in kusble salication. The necphste
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure

Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and braie could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed o an 1bis, and the brain into ¢ flashing emevald. I Its
hand this mysterious Deing bare a winged
rod, entwined with serpents, The aged in-
widtor, rdising fiis mm-;l', cried ot in a lowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
1 sphome!*" At the same instant @ lorid sorith-
mg Jn.;‘,mx .l,'t,‘l(.‘l'f:f d hidecus monsler,
part serpent, part crocedile, and part hog,
frrom dts mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of flame and karribile scamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Herses
struck the advancing reptile with the ser-
pent-wound stafl and with snarling cry the
dragon fell over wpom its sude, while the
flames about it storely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typhem, The next imstant, with a
blaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen

phyte stagpering backward agaimsta pillay,
the immortal Flermes, folicrved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas.
ber and faded into nothingness
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{rom the invention of leteers being ateribured to him. " (In the chap
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keeters) lnvestigators belseve that it
was Hermes who was known o the Jews as “Enoch,” called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God."” Hermes was accepred
imo the mythology of the Greeks, kater becoming the Mercury of
the Latins, He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
becaurse this body is nearest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearest 1o God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods
In dhe Egypeian drawings of hitn, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Flall of Osizis —a ritual of great sig-
nificance. Hermes &= of fine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were borrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomeric solids. Hermes s also revercd
for his reformacion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, dhus establishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellacion *“Thrice Grearese™" was given to Hermes be
cause he was considered the greatvese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the kast poem of America’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.)

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cicher chemisss or philosophers have come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boen areal sasane, ot may be a per-
wmilkation of a long succesion of writers
* * * Heisidentibed by some wich the Grreek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thodh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
writed i ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and crewent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letrers, and the recording of time, e
is in consequence of the great respect enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,” and thae the phrase "hermetically
sealed! is still in vee to designace the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
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authorof twenty thousand books; Manctho  Auster of all arts aed soiences, perfoct in wll crufis, Ruder of the  sus, atkd the bermctic freemasoney of the
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accomplished such a monumental labor. Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hernses revealed to mankind were medicing,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barrett says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstrated himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from God and heavenly things, and not from man,. "

His transcendent learning caused Hernyes to be identified wich
many of the carly ages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bayane writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypelan Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and
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Freserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymander, or, as it is more commonly called, T he Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Chiistians did noe vent cheir spleen,
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Hennes exhib-
ived many symptoms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in 2 more enlightenad age wo thar e might have beneheed by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chroni.
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spinscual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

His transcendent learning
caused Hermes to be identified
with many of the early sages
and prophets. In his Ancient
Mythology, Bryant writes: “I
have mentioned that Cadmus
was the same as the Egyptian
Thoth; and it is manifest from
his being Hermes, and from the
invention of letters being
attributed to him.” (In the
chapter on the theory of
Pythagorean Mathematics will
be found the table of the
original Cadmean letters.)

Investigators believe that it was
Hermes who was known to the
Jews as "Enoch," called by
Kenealy the "Second
Messenger of God." Hermes
was accepted into the
mythology of the Greeks, later
becoming the Mercury of the
Latins. He was revered through
the form of the planet Mercury
because this body is nearest to
the sun: Hermes of all
creatures was nearest to God,
and became known as the
Messenger of the Gods.
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The Bife and Writings of EBoth Hermes Crismeaistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingfash-
o, the vedl of the Temple was rent
from top to bettos, The venerable
mitiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, sloncly raised his feweled
waind and podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egypt!" The candidate,
51 anhas plaim white robe, gazed into

\l;. the utter Mackness framed by the
= tun great dtus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
fuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed e
hand edgewise against his breast in kusble salication. The necphste
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Ganung courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and braie could
be seen pulsating and radiant. As the candidate wntched, the heart
changed o an 1bis, and the brain into ¢ flashing emevald. I Its
hand this mysterious Deing bare a winged
rod, entwined with serpents, | he aged in-
widtor, raising fiis u-xim‘_l',-;r:l'(l' onet 112 o loned
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
1 sphome!*" At the same instant @ lorid sorith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crocodile, and part hog,
frrom dts mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of fame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Herses
struck the advancing reptile with the ser-
pent-wound stafl and with snarling cry the
dragen fell over wpon its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
blaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen
phyte stagpering backward agaimsta pillay,
the immortal Fermes, folivved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas
ber and faded into nothingness
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{rom the invention of leteers being ateribured to him. " (In the chap
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keeters) lnvestigators belseve that it
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch,"” called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God."” Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins, He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
becaurse this body is nearest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 1o God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods
In dhe Egypeian drawings of hitn, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablee and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Flall of Osizis —a ritual of great sig-
nificance. Hermes &= of fine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were borrowed from the Mystesies established by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformartion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, dhus establishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese”' was given to Hermes be
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the kast poem of America’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.)

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cicher chemisss or philosophers have come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 aceributed to Hermies Trismegistus, who
1Y |Ll\|‘|-(|‘||.lh'.!i sdtvinl, O a) l\_‘ A e

wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * * Heisidentified by some wigh the Greek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thodh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre

writed i ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis

dom, letrers, and the recording of time, e
is in consequence of the great respect enter

tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes

metic,” and thae the phrase "hermetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame

‘ _ .
lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS root in the henmetie medicines of Paracel-
authorof twenty thousand books; Manctho  Auster of all arts aed soiences, perfoct in wll crufis, Ruder of the  sus, atkd the bermctic freemasoney of the

increased ehe number to more than thirty -

TAvee Wowlds, Scvibe of the Gade, and Keeper of the Booke of Lafe, "
TAuh Herwars Tosimegioens —ehe Theve Temas Curaodest, the 'Pion “'h‘l‘““ “‘}:("

wx thousand (see J_““{,_( ;Jll!lll’!) h}’."'(‘ Toce!Ngencer' s nﬁ.::.h! by the amcient Dpptions ar the om ‘A\“N)“n the [(;Ru\("(,u\ writings Ise-

bodimontef the Ewr sl M
which make ic evident that a solitary (- coivod e preat sape sl o

divadual, even though he be overshadowed  m4et extricatethe Aistari
by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor. Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hernses revealed to mankind were medicing,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Blographia Antiqua, Francis Barreee says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonserated himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from God and heavenly things, and not from man,. "

His transcendent learning caused Hernyes to be identified wich
many of the carly ages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bayane writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypelan Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

wal . IAile il prwdadd Bry ehar ¢ ety
o Iy 150 mbere of Tarmes. 1t 1s ovpusn. HEVEd to have come from the stylus of Her

o froem the mantof egomdary covomnie . » . \* <
A b atteeps oo ddentif Ao it dhe Comme Pramoipde of g s are two famous works. The first 1 the

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymander, or, as it is more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes is thac he was one of the few philosopher-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Chiistians did noe vent cheir spleen,
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare thar Henmes exhib-
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in 2 more enlightenad age wo thar e might have beneheed by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
origimal forty -two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

His transcendent learning
caused Hermes to be identified
with many of the early sages
and prophets. In his Ancient
Mythology, Bryant writes: I
have mentioned that Cadmus
was the same as the Egyptian
Thoth; and it is manifest from
his being Hermes, and from the
invention of letters being
attributed to him.” (In the
chapter on the theory of
Pythagorean Mathematics will
be found the table of the
original Cadmean letters.)

Investigators believe that it was
Hermes who was known to the
Jews as "Enoch," called by
Kenealy the "Second
Messenger of God." Hermes
was accepted into the
mythology of the Greeks, later
becoming the Mercury of the
Latins. He was revered through
the form of the planet Mercury
because this body is nearest to
the sun: Hermes of all
creatures was nearest to God,
and became known as the
Messenger of the Gods.
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XXXVII

The Bife and Writings of EBoth Hermes Crismeaistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingfash-
o, the vedl of the Temple was rent
from top to bettos, The venerable
mitiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, sloncly raised his feweled
waind and podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egypt!" The candidate,
51 anhas plaim white robe, gazed into

\l;. the utter Mackness framed by the
= tun great dtus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
fuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed e
hand edgewise against his breast in kusble salication. The necphste
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Ganung courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and braie could
be seen pulsating and radiant. As the candidate wntched, the heart
changed o an 1bis, and the brain into ¢ flashing emevald. I Its
hand this mysterious Deing bare a winged
rod, entwined with serpents, | he aged in-
widtor, raising fiis u-xim‘_l',-;r:l'(l' onet 112 o loned
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
1 sphome!*" At the same instant @ lorid sorith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crocodile, and part hog,
frrom dts mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of fame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Herses
struck the advancing reptile with the ser-
pent-wound stafl and with snarling cry the
dragen fell over wpon its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
blaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen
phyte stagpering backward agaimsta pillay,
the immortal Fermes, folivved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas
ber and faded into nothingness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES
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{rom the invention of leteers being ateribured to him. " (In the chap
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keeters) lnvestigators belseve that it
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch,"” called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God."” Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins, He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
becaurse this body is nearest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 1o God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods
In dhe Egypeian drawings of hitn, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablee and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Flall of Osizis —a ritual of great sig-
nificance. Hermes &= of fine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were borrowed from the Mystesies established by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformartion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, dhus establishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese”' was given to Hermes be
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the kast poem of America’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.)

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cicher chemisss or philosophers have come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 aceributed to Hermies Trismegistus, who
1Y |Ll\|‘|-(|‘||.lh'.!i sdtvinl, O a) l\_‘ A e
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * * Heisidentified by some wigh the Greek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thodh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
writed i ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and crewent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letrers, and the recording of time, e
is in consequence of the great respect enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,” and thae the phrase "hermetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame

‘ _ .
lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS root in the henmetie medicines of Paracel-
authorof twenty thousand books; Manctho  Auster of all arts aed soiences, perfoct in wll crufis, Ruder of the  sus, atkd the bermctic freemasoney of the

increased ehe number to more than thirty -

TAvee Wowlds, Scvibe of the Gade, and Keeper of the Booke of Lafe, "
TAuh Herwars Tosimegioens —ehe Theve Temas Curaodest, the 'Pion “'h‘l‘““ “‘}:("
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bodimontef the Ehiwr 1o
which make ic evident that a solitary (- coivod e preat sape sl o

divadual, even though he be overshadowed  m4et extricatethe Aistari
by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor. Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hernses revealed to mankind were medicing,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Blographia Antiqua, Francis Barreee says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonserated himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from God and heavenly things, and not from man,. "

His transcendent learning caused Hernyes to be identified wich
many of the carly ages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bayane writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypelan Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

Miwal. IAile io il prwdad e fry ehar ¢ acrmally
o Iy 150 mbere of Tarmes. 1t 1s ovpusn. HEVEd to have come from the stylus of Her

o froem the mantof egomdary covomnie . » . \* <
A b atteeps oo ddentif Ao it dhe Comme Pramoipde of g s are two famous works. The first 1 the

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymander, or, as it is more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes is thac he was one of the few philosopher-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Chiistians did noe vent cheir spleen,
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare thar Henmes exhib-
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in 2 more enlightenad age wo thar e might have beneheed by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
origimal forty -two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

His transcendent learning
caused Hermes to be identified
with many of the early sages
and prophets. In his Ancient
Mythology, Bryant writes: I
have mentioned that Cadmus
was the same as the Egyptian
Thoth; and it is manifest from
his being Hermes, and from the
invention of letters being
attributed to him.” (In the
chapter on the theory of
Pythagorean Mathematics will
be found the table of the
original Cadmean letters.)

Investigators believe that it
was Hermes who was known
to the Jews as "Enoch,’ called
by Kenealy the "Second
Messenger of God." Hermes
was accepted into the
mythology of the Greeks, later
becoming the Mercury of the
Latins. He was revered through
the form of the planet Mercury
because this body is nearest to
the sun: Hermes of all
creatures was nearest to God,
and became known as the
Messenger of the Gods.
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Enoch would seem to be identical with
the Egyptian Hermes Trismegistus,
while the famous Book of Thoth
written throughout in hieroglyphics
and in numbers, would be that occult
Bible, anterior to the book of Moses
and full of mysteries, to which the
initiated William Postel alludes so
frequently throughout his works, under

the title of the Genesis of Enoch -The
History of Magic:43
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XXXVIIX

ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
mitiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wweind ard podnted soith it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken csertain: ** Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
Lk 5 anhas plain white robe, gazed into
== \ L} the utter Mlackness framed by the
e 3 7 two great dtus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed !l.'q'-'fH‘l'nil}:l‘.‘-nuf the dh:un"u’un‘ wndil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilussined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
r ‘i_ r'-..".l'l'!/.';, |r"ll.) -.rv!vn!t 0l Il{ 1.'5:(1' -
wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
! '-[w‘:mr 1*" Al the same (nstant @ My H.’ weith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crocedile, and part hog,
frrom dts mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of flame and borribile scamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermes
struck the advancing reptile with the ser
pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
dragen fell over wpom its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
1,’:1:"7!‘-.{ Typhem. The wext instant, wath a
blaze of unbearal
phyte stagpering backward againsts pillay,
the immortal Fermes, folivved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas
ber and faded into nothingness
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SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS

Frown Thistersa Dowsem ot dicernms

from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered through the form of the planet Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods
In de Egypaian drawings of him, Thoth carries a waxen writing
tablee and scrves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Hall of Oxsiris—a ritual of great sig
nificance. Hermes i of ing importance to Masonic scholass, b
cause hw was the author of the Masonic initiatory rituals, whick
were bosrowed from te Mystenies established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermwetic in characrer, Pythagoras
x'x:aiu’-i mathemartics with the l Ayptians and [ m ?’h.'!! pamne il s

knowledge of the symbolic geometric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformarion of the calendar system. He increased the vear

from 360 to 365 days, thus establishing a precedent which suill pre
vails. The appellation “Thrice Greatese™' was given to Hermes I

Canse he was ¢ nh'-ltll'll'n{ (!71' Rreatcs of all "‘I'.!n)“\i’:‘ll‘.",' the preatess
of all pricses, and dhe greatest of all kings. It is worthy of note thae
the lase poem of Amwerica’s beloved poct, Hemty Wadsworth Long

fellow, was a lyric ode w Flermes. (See Chambers' Encpclopadia

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may bave boon a real sasvane, ot may be a per
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thoeh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
writed i ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letrers, and the recording of tme. le
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,” and thae the phrase hermetically
sealed! is still in vee to designace the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the hermetie medicines of Paracel-

.Alllhurulll\'.\'m)'l'k)llult-.“uu)‘c\,rﬂ.lnrll)n Master of all arts god sodences, perfoct im all orufis, Ruler of the  SUS, andd the bermetic frecmasonsy of the

increased ehe number to more than thirty -
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ehe Theoe Tormas Graodest, the ' Priost Middle Ages.
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by divine prezogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Ormpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Bareeet says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hermyes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

Freserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymander, or, as it is more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes is thac he was one of the few philosopher-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib-
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in 2 more enlightenad age wo thar e might have beneheed by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan bore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spinscual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

In the Egyptian drawings of
him, Thoth carries a waxen
writing tablet and serves as
the recorder during the
weighing of the souls of the
dead in the judgment Hall of
Osiris— a ritual of great
significance. Hermes is of first
importance to Masonic
scholars, because he was the
author of the Masonic
initiatory rituals, which were
borrowed from the Mysteries
established by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are
Hermetic in character.
Pythagoras studied
mathematics with the
Egyptians and from them

gained his knowledge of the
symbolic geometric solids.
Hermes is also revered for his
reformation of the calendar
system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus
establishing a precedent which
still prevails. The appellation
"Thrice Greatest" was given to
Hermes because he was
considered the greatest of all
philosophers, the greatest of
all priests, and the greatest of

all kings. It is worthy of note
that the last poem of America's
beloved poet, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, was a
lyric ode to Hermes. (See
Chambers' Encyclopadia.)
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ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
iatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
o/ 5 nhas plaim white robe, gazed into
= “} the utter Mlackness framed by the
= two great dtus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed !l.'»:.'[H'l'l-it‘qll."nuf the -lh::u\"u’;uf wndil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tieminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoweth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
g meista !u',v,mr.-ll-,':c':n.‘(.'. surrotended !'r_y(i].'n: kering greenish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-

oS

wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
(ireatese; all kail Thee ' Prince 'n)‘ -‘\l'l‘l:,‘ all
hail Thee who standeth upon the head of
I yphon ™" At the same instant @ lurid sorith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part '.ro"v_q{ [\l!f cr i.l«.'ll'-'_ -l'll.’ [\J.'l ’2'A',7‘.
’ rom oS 7!\'||.'H'| .'lm.' naostrils jcm'u'l.’ *.‘hf(‘!\
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
-'rw_-’f_ the advane ing rr!n"-' with the ser

pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
fragos fell over wpon its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen

phyte stagpering backward agaimsts pillay,
the immortal Flermes, folicrved by streamers
of greendsh mist, passed through the chaw

her ::m{].hh‘lf inte nothiepness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS

Frown Tlhistersa Do ot dicornms

from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In de Egypaian drawings of him, Thoth carries a waxen writing
tablee and scrves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Hall of Oxsiris—a ritual of great sig
nificance. Hermies 15 of fing importance to Masonic scholass, b
CQuse !»‘ was the .‘A\H’lrl! ol llx .'-1_1'.1-1):. nuaAtory ::tnn:u. W :| i
were bosrowed from te Mystenies established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermwetic in characrer, Pythagoras
studied madhematics wigh dwe Egy pians and from them gained his

knowledge of the symbolic geometric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformarion of the calendar system. He increased the vear
from 360 to 365 days, thus establishing a precedent which suill pre

vails. The appellation “Thrice Greatese™' was given to Hermes I
cause be was considesed the greavest of all philosophers, the great
of all pricses, and dhe greatest of all kings. It is worthy of note thae
the lase poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadswosth Long
fellow, was a lyric ode o Flermes. (See Chambers” Encwclopadia
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THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Claldean and carliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach che Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Hermes, and ehe Egyptian Thoch or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of time. e
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,’ and that the phrase ‘heemetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing

of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manncr
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetic medicines of Paracel-
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by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Bareeet says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hermyes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and
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Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

In the Egyptian drawings of
him, Thoth carries a waxen
writing tablet and serves as
the recorder during the
weighing of the souls of the
dead in the judgment Hall of
Osiris--a ritual of great
significance. Hermes is of first
importance to Masonic
scholars, because he was the
author of the Masonic
initiatory rituals, which were
borrowed from the Mysteries
established by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are
Hermetic in character.
Pythagoras studied
mathematics with the
Egyptians and from them

gained his knowledge of the
symbolic geometric solids.
Hermes is also revered for his
reformation of the calendar
system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus
establishing a precedent which
still prevails. The appellation
"Thrice Greatest" was given to
Hermes because he was
considered the greatest of all
philosophers, the greatest of
all priests, and the greatest of

all kings. It is worthy of note
that the last poem of America's
beloved poet, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, was a
lyric ode to Hermes. (See
Chambers' Encyclopadia.)
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Anubis says, "0 ye who bring words true
or false to me [remember]| that it is
Thoth who weigheth them." Concerning
Osiris we read, "When the weighing of

words taketh place he smiteth evil; he
hath a right heart, and he holdeth the
words in the Scales in the holy place
wherein the trial of the secret things of

the spirits taketh place. It is the god who
riseth ‘who hath made all the beings

who are in the Tuat. -The Gods of the
Egyptians:190
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ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
iatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
o/ 5 nhas plaim white robe, gazed into
= “} the utter Mlackness framed by the
= two great dtus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed !l.'»:.'[H'l'l-it‘qll."nuf the -lh::u\"u’;uf wndil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tieminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoweth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
g meista !u',v,mr.-ll-,':c':n.‘(.'. surrotended !'r_y(i].'n: kering greenish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
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of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
-'rw_-’f_ the advane ing rr!n"-' with the ser

pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
fragos fell over wpon its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen

phyte stagpering backward agaimsts pillay,
the immortal Flermes, folicrved by streamers
of greendsh mist, passed through the chaw
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SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS

Frown Tlhistersa Do ot dicornms

from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In de Egypaian drawings of him, Thoth carries a waxen writing
tablee and scrves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Hall of Oxsiris—a ritual of great sig
nificance. Hermies 15 of fing importance to Masonic scholass, b
CQuse !»‘ was the .‘A\H’lrl! ol llx .'-1_1'.1-1):. nuaAtory ::tnn:u. W :| i
were bosrowed from te Mystenies established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermwetic in characrer, Pythagoras
studied madhematics wigh dwe Egy pians and from them gained his

knowledge of the symbolic geometric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformarion of the calendar system. He increased the vear
from 360 to 365 days, thus establishing a precedent which suill pre

vails. The appellation “Thrice Greatese™' was given to Hermes I
cause be was considesed the greavest of all philosophers, the great
of all pricses, and dhe greatest of all kings. It is worthy of note thae
the lase poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadswosth Long
fellow, was a lyric ode o Flermes. (See Chambers” Encwclopadia
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Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Claldean and carliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach che Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Hermes, and ehe Egyptian Thoch or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of time. e
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,’ and that the phrase ‘heemetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing

of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manncr
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetic medicines of Paracel-
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by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Bareeet says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hermyes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and
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Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

In the Egyptian drawings of
him, Thoth carries a waxen
writing tablet and serves as
the recorder during the
weighing of the souls of the
dead in the judgment Hall of
Osiris--a ritual of great
significance. Hermes is of first
importance to Masonic
scholars, because he was the
author of the Masonic
initiatory rituals, which were
borrowed from the Mysteries
established by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are
Hermetic in character.
Pythagoras studied
mathematics with the
Egyptians and from them

gained his knowledge of the
symbolic geometric solids.
Hermes is also revered for his
reformation of the calendar
system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus
establishing a precedent which
still prevails. The appellation
"Thrice Greatest" was given to
Hermes because he was
considered the greatest of all
philosophers, the greatest of
all priests, and the greatest of

all kings. It is worthy of note
that the last poem of America's
beloved poet, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, was a
lyric ode to Hermes. (See
Chambers' Encyclopadia.)
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(A rights rescrved. )

Hermes is generally referred to in
the old manuscripts as one of the
founders of Masonry. Should it
ever be proved, as some suspect,
that modern Masonry is only a
rifaccimento [recasting or
adaptation] of the ancient
Egyptian mysteries, derived
through the alchemists, Hermes
should occupy no inconsiderable
position. At any rate, Hermes is
regarded as an individual, and the
Grand Lodge MS. (dated 1632)
specially says:—"..This same
Hermarines was afterwards called
Hermes, the father of Wisdome; he
found one of the two pillars of
stone, and found the science
written thereon, and he taught it to

other men.” -The Royal Masonic

Cyclopaedia of History, Rites,
Symbolism, and Biography:309
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We know that the timeline
of alchemical science
weaved its way from Egypt
to Greece with Pythagoras,
Plato, Socrates and Aristotle
as its disciples; it then
spread through the major
religions via the respective
sects— the Essenes, the Sufi,
Jewish Cabbalists, and the
Knights Templar. It reached
the echelons of Renaissance
England to be embraced by
luminaries such as Francis

Bacon, Isaac Newton,
Robert Boyle and Elias
Ashmole, and in turn ‘The
Royal Society’. It was plainly
obvious to those who had
studied the mysteries that
this civilised version was in
fact the old initiation rituals
‘revamped’. This recognition
was widespread. In Europe,
free thinkers, philosophers
and magicians joined
Freemasonry in their
droves... -Philippa Faulkes



