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In the Egyptian drawings of 
him, Thoth carries a waxen 
writing tablet and serves as 
the recorder during the 
weighing of the souls of the 
dead in the judgment Hall of 
Osiris--a ritual of great 
significance. Hermes is of first 
importance to Masonic 
scholars, because he was the 
author of the Masonic 
initiatory rituals, which were 
borrowed from the Mysteries 
established by Hermes. Nearly 
all of the Masonic symbols are 
Hermetic in character. 
Pythagoras studied 
mathematics with the 
Egyptians and from them 

gained his knowledge of the 
symbolic geometric solids. 
Hermes is also revered for his 
reformation of the calendar 
system. He increased the year 
from 360 to 365 days, thus 
establishing a precedent which 
still prevails. The appellation 
"Thrice Greatest" was given to 
Hermes because he was 
considered the greatest of all 
philosophers, the greatest of 
all priests, and the greatest of 
all kings. It is worthy of note 
that the last poem of America's 
beloved poet, Henry 
Wadsworth Longfellow, was a 
lyric ode to Hermes. (See 
Chambers' Encyclopædia.)
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The Mysteries of Masonry 
are founded on the “Two 
Truths” of the goddess 
Ma’at, who survives in them, 
even by her name. “How few 
newly-made Masons but go 
away ( from their initiation) 
imagining that it (the word 
communicated with mouth 
to ear, and at low breath) has 
some connection with the 
‘marrow in the bone.’ What 
do they know of that 
mystical personage known to 
some adapts as the 
‘venerable Mah’?” This 
question is asked and left 
unanswered in “Isis 
Unveiled” [Vol. ii. p. 388.] by 
an Initiate in various 
mysteries. The essential 
idea of Masonry is that of a 
Company or Brotherhood of 

builders working under the 
Master Architects, just as 
the Company of the Seven 
Khnemmu work under the 
direction of Ptah and Ma’at; 
Ptah being the artisan who 
built with Truth; that is, 
with Ma’at. The Seven 
Khnemmu are their 
operatives. Egypt will re-
identify Masonry as a mystic 
craft, with foundations in 
facts that go beyond the 
religious Mysteries of the 
Hebrews, Romans, or 
Greeks. Here, for example, 
is Masonry: An Egyptian 
scribe addresses the gods as 
the “Nutriu, who test by 
their Level (the Mason’s level) 
the words of men; the lord of 
law (i.e. Ma’at). Hail to you, 
ye gods, ye associate gods.” 

Ma’at, bas-relief from 
Nefertari’s tomb



A mason in Egyptian is a Makh, 
and Ma’at has an earlier form in 
Makh, for rule and measure. Sen 
denotes a brother or 
brotherhood; Sen-sen means to 
fraternise. Thus derived, the 
Mâsen or Makh-sen would be 
the Brother-Mason of the craft, 
and the fraternity would be that 
of Ma’at, not only as masons, but 
as that of Truth. The Masonic 
Brotherhood is founded on 
“Truth,” as one of its primordial 
tenets; and Ma’at is Truth. The 
Initiate is instructed to be true 
and trusty, and is consecrated 
to the Truth, which alone is 
immutable and eternal. This 
Truth was first founded and 

expressed by the stone-
squarers and polishers in the 
typology and language of 
building. Hence the symbols, 
the square, compasses, and 
other Masonic emblems. One 
sign worn by Ma’at is the ostrich 
feather, which denotes both 
light and shade, or black and 
white. The Masons likewise 
wear a suit of black, with white 
aprons, gloves, stockings, and 
sometimes white shoes, which 
are the exact equivalent of the 
feather of light and shade worn 
by the goddess Ma’at. In their 
processions the Masons always 
walk Two and Two; and Ma’at is 
dual; Sen means two.

Ma’at



 The eye is one of the Masonic signs. In 
Egyptian Ma’at is the eye, and the word also 
signifies seeing. The hand is proffered in 
greeting to make the peculiar sign of the 
Brotherhood, and the hand extended to offer 
and give is an ideograph of Ma’at. The hands 
crossed in making the circle of the mystic 
chain form another hieroglyphic of Ma’at or 
Mah, the crossed loop, tie, wreath, or crown. 

Masons read the twenty-four inch rule as a 
sign of the twenty-four hours, or day and 
night. The twenty-four inch rule represents 
two feet; and two feet in Egyptian read Mâti, a 
pair of footsoles, as well as the Two Truths of 
Ma’at; the Two Truths that were the basis on 
which all stood. The pair of shoes occasionally 
found with the pair of half-opened compasses 
on the tombs of masons in Rome are the same 

symbolically as the pair of feet on the ancient 
stones of Britain and Ireland and in Polynesia 
or other parts of the world, and these may be 
interpreted by the pair of feet or the “footstep 
and the sole” of the Two Lion gods of Egypt 
who kept the gates or divisions of the Two 
Solstices, north and South. The half-closed 
compasses which accompany them denote the 
midway of the equinoctial level.
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lamblichus says Pythagoras 
derived his information upon 
different sciences from Egypt; 
he learnt philosophy from the 
priests; and his theories of 
comets, numbers, and music 
were doubtless from the same 
source. But the great 
repugnance evinced by the 
Egyptian priests to receive 
Pythagoras will account for 
their withholding from him 
much that they knew, though 
his great patience, and his 
readiness to comply with 
their regulations, even to the 
rite of circumcision, obtained 
for him more information 
than was imparted to any 

other Greek. Clemens says 
Pythagoras was the disciple of 
Sonches, the Egyptian arch-
prophet, and he repeats 
Plato’s story of the Egyptian 
priest saying, “Solon, Solon, 
you Greeks are always 
children”, which shows what 
the general belief was among 
the Egyptians and Greeks 
respecting the source of 
knowledge in early times. 
Strabo affirms that the 
Greeks did not even know the 
(length of the) year till 
Eudoxus and Plato went to 
Egypt in 370 b.c. –Manners and 
Customs of the Ancient Egyptians, 
v.2, p.316-7

Egyptian Priests
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The substitution of solar for lunar months 
was the earliest change in the Egyptian year. 
It was then made to consist of twelve months 
of thirty days each, making a total of 360 
days: but as it was soon discovered that the 
seasons were disturbed, and no longer 

corresponded to the same months, so five 
additional days were introduced at the end 
of the last month, Mesoré, in order to remedy 
the previous defect in the calendar, and to 
insure the returns of the seasons to fixed 
periods. The twelve months were Thoth, 

Paopi, Athor, Choeak, Tobi, Mechir, 
Pihamenoth, Pharmuthi, Pachons, Paoni, 
Epep, and Mesoré: with the year being 
divided into three seasons, each period 
comprised four of these months. –The Manners 
and Customs of the Ancient Egyptians, v.2, p.368-9
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On the Rosetta stone Hermes is called the 
"great and great," or "twice" great. He was 
called TRISMEGISTUS, or "thrice great," 
according to the twelfth aphorism of the 
Emerald Table, because he possessed 
three parts of the wisdom of the whole 
world. –The Divine Pymander:xi
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Hermes Trismegistus
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Still through Egypt’s desert places
Flows the lordly Nile,
From its banks the great stone faces
Gaze with patient smile.
Still the pyramids imperious
Pierce the cloudless skies,
And the Sphinx stares with 
mysterious,
Solemn, stony eyes.

But where are the old Egyptian
Demi-gods and kings?
Nothing left but an inscription
Graven on stones and rings.
Where are Helios and Hephæstus,
Gods of eldest eld?
Where is Hermes Trismegistus,
Who their secrets held?

Where are now the many hundred
Thousand books he wrote?
By the Thaumaturgists plundered,
Lost in lands remote;
In oblivion sunk forever,
As when o’er the land
Blows a storm-wind, in the river
Sinks the scattered sand.

Something unsubstantial, ghostly,
Seems this Theurgist,
In deep meditation mostly
Wrapped, as in a mist.
Vague, phantasmal, and unreal
To our thought he seems,
Walking in a world ideal,
In a land of dreams.

Was he one, or many, merging
Name and fame in one,
Like a stream, to which, converging,
Many streamlets run?
Till, with gathered power proceeding,
Ampler sweep it takes,
Downward the sweet waters leading
From unnumbered lakes.

By the Nile I see him wandering,
Pausing now and then,
On the mystic union pondering
Between gods and men;
Half believing, wholly feeling,
With supreme delight,
How the gods, themselves concealing,
Lift men to their height.

Or in Thebes, the hundred-gated,
In the thoroughfare
Breathing, as if consecrated,
A diviner air;
And amid discordant noises,
In the jostling throng,
Hearing far, celestial voices
Of Olympian song.

Who shall call his dreams fallacious?
Who has searched or sought
All the unexplored and spacious
Universe of thought?
Who, in his own skill confiding,
Shall with rule and line
Mark the border-land dividing
Human and divine?

Trismegistus! three times greatest!
How thy name sublime
Has descended to this latest
Progeny of time!
Happy they whose written pages
Perish with their lives,
If amid the crumbling ages
Still their name survives!

Thine, O priest of Egypt, lately
Found I in the vast,
Weed-encumbered, sombre, stately,
Grave-yard of the Past;
And a presence moved before me
On that gloomy shore,
As a waft of wind, that o’er me
Breathed, and was no more.
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On the subject of the Hermetic 
books, James Campbell Brown, 
in his History of Chemistry, has 
written: "Leaving the Chaldean 
and earliest Egyptian periods, of 
which we have remains but no 
record, and from which no 
names of either chemists or 
philosophers have come down to 
us, we now approach the 
Historic Period, when books 
were written, not at first upon 
parchment or paper, but upon 
papyrus. A series of early 
Egyptian books is attributed to 
Hermes Trismegistus, who may 
have been a real savant, or may 
be a personification of a long 
succession of writers. He is 
identified by some with the 
Greek god Hermes, and the 

Egyptian Thoth or Tuti, who was 
the moon-god, and is 
represented in ancient paintings 
as ibis-headed with the disc and 
crescent of the moon. The 
Egyptians regarded him as the 
god of wisdom, letters, and the 
recording of time. It is in 
consequence of the great respect 
entertained for Hermes by the 
old alchemists that chemical 
writings were called 'hermetic,' 
and that the phrase 
'hermetically sealed' is still in 
use to designate the closing of a 
glass vessel by fusion, after the 
manner of chemical 
manipulators. We find the same 
root in the hermetic medicines 
of Paracelsus, and the hermetic 
freemasonry of the Middle Ages."

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS
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The scribe of the Rhind Mathematical Papyrus, an Egyptian 
document more than 3,600 years old, introduces the roughly 
85 problems by saying that he is presenting the “correct 
method of reckoning, for grasping the meaning of things and 
knowing everything that is, obscurities and all secrets.”
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and that the phrase 'hermetically 
sealed' is still in use to designate 
the closing of a glass vessel by 
fusion, after the manner of 
chemical manipulators. We find 
the same root in the hermetic 
medicines of Paracelsus, and the 
hermetic freemasonry of the 
Middle Ages."



Among the fragmentary 
writings believed to have 
come from the stylus of 
Hermes are two famous 
works. The first is the 
Emerald Table, and the 
second is the Divine 
Pymander, or, as it is more 
commonly called, The 
Shepherd of Men, a 
discussion of which follows. 
One outstanding point in 
connection with Hermes is 
that he was one of the few 

philosopher-priests of 
pagandom upon whom the 
early Christians did not 
vent their spleen. Some 
Church Fathers went so far 
as to declare that Hermes 
exhibited many symptoms 
of intelligence, and that if 
he had only been born in a 
more enlightened age so 
that he might have 
benefited by their 
instructions he would have 
been a really great man!
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If we consult alchemical manuscripts, 
no matter the date or author or 
language, we find constant mention of 
Hermes Trismegistus, who was indeed 
considered, and sometimes 
designated, the father of alchemy. In a 
treatise attributed to Albertus 
Magnus, we are told that the tomb of 
Hermes was discovered by Alexander 
the Great in a cave near Hebron. In 
this was found a slab of emerald, 
which had been taken from the hands 
of the dead Hermes, by "Sarah, the 
wife of Abraham," and which had 
inscribed upon it, in Phoenician 
characters, the precepts of the great 
master concerning the art of making 
gold. The inscription consisted of 
thirteen sentences, and is to be found 
in numerous alchemical works. It is 
for the most part very difficult to 
understand, and in this respect 

closely resembles most of the great 
mass of the middle age alchemical 
literature. The following is cited as the 
inscription of the Smaragdine Table, 
[Emerald Tablet] and is to be found in 
very early MSS. in various languages:  

"Firstly.– I speak not fictitious things, 
but that which is certain and most 
true.  

Secondly.– What is below, is like that 
which is above; and what is above, is 
like that which is below: to accomplish 
the miracle of one thing.  

Thirdly.– And as all things were 
produced by the one word of one Being, 
so all things were produced from this 
one thing by adaptation.  

Fourthly.– Its father is the sun, its 
mother the moon, the wind carries it in 
its belly, its nurse is the earth. 



CHAPTER IV  

HERMETIC MAGIC 

It is in Egypt that Magic attains the 
grade of completion as a universal 
science and is formulated as a 
perfect doctrine. As a summary of all 
the dogmas which obtained in the 
ancient world, nothing surpasses 
and indeed nothing equals those few 
paragraphs graven on precious 
stone by Hermes and denominated 
the Emerald Tablet. Unity of being 
and unity in the harmony of things, 
according to the ascending and 
descending scales; progressive and 
proportional evolution of the Word; 
immutable law of equilibrium and 
graduated progress of universal 

analogies; correspondence between 
the idea and its expression 
providing a measure of likeness 
between Creator and created; 
essential mathematics of the 
infinite, proved by the dimensions of 
a single angle in the finite: all this is 
expressed by the one proposition: 
"that which is above is like that 
which is below, and that which is 
below is like that which is above, for 
the fulfillment of the wonders of the 
one thing." Hereunto are added the 
revelation and illuminating 
description of the creative agent, 
the pantomorphic fire [capable of 
assuming all shapes], the great 
medium of occult force—in a word, 
the Astral Light. 



Hermes goes on to set forth in what 
manner this light, which is also a 
force, can be applied as a lever, as an 
universal dissolvent and as a 
formative and coagulative agent; 
how also this light must be extracted 
from the bodies in which it lies 
latent in order to imitate all the 
artifices of Nature by the aid of its 
diverse manifestations as fire, 
motion, splendour, radiant gas, 
scalding water or finally igneous 
earth. The Emerald Tablet contains 
all Magic in a single page.* The other 
works attributed to Hermes,' such as 
the Divine Pymander, Asclepius, 
Minerva of the World, etc., are 
generally regarded by critics as 
productions of the School of 
Alexandria; but they contain 
notwithstanding the Hermetic 

traditions which were preserved in 
theurgic sanctuaries. For those who 
possess the keys of symbolism the 
doctrines of Hermes can never be 
lost; amidst all their ruin, the 
monuments of Egypt are as so many 
scattered leaves which can be 
collected, and the book of those 
doctrines thus reconstructed 
entirely. In that vast book, the capital 
letters are temples and the 
sentences are cities punctuated with 
obelisks and by the sphinx. 

*The legend concerning the Emerald 
Tablet is that it was found by Alexander 
the Great in the tomb of Hermes, which 
was hidden by the priests of Egypt in the 
depths of the Great Pyramid of Gizeh. It 
was supposed to have been written by 
Hermes on a large plate of emerald by 
means of a pointed diamond.

–facing p.394 in The History of 
Magic, by Eliphas Levi



“The Emerald Tablet” from 
Heinrich Khunrath's book 
Amphitheatrum Sapientiae 
Aeternae. 1606 or earlier.
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In his Stromata, Clement of 
Alexandria, one of the few 
chroniclers of pagan lore 
whose writings have been 
preserved to this age, gives 
practically all the information 
that is known concerning the 
original forty-two books of 
Hermes and the importance 
with which these books were 
regarded by both the temporal 
and spiritual powers of Egypt. 
Clement describes one of their 
ceremonial processions as 
follows: 
“For the Egyptians pursue a 
philosophy of their own. This is 
principally shown by their 
sacred ceremonial. For first 
advances the Singer, bearing 
some one of the symbols of 
music. For they say that he 
must learn two of the books of 

Hermes, the one of which 
contains the hymns of the 
gods, the second the 
regulations for the king's life. 
And after the Singer advances 
the Astrologer, with a horologe 
in his hand, and a palm, the 
symbols of astrology. He must 
have the astrological books of 
Hermes, which are four in 
number, always in his mouth. 
Of these, one is about the 
order of the fixed stars that are 
visible, and another about the 
conjunctions and luminous 
appearances of the sun and 
moon; and the rest respecting 
their risings. Next in order 
advances the sacred Scribe, 
with wings on his head, and in 
his hand a book and rule, in 
which were writing ink and the 
reed, with which they write. 
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Clement of Alexandria

And now, for it is time, I will prove 
their orgies to be full of imposture 
and quackery. And if you have been 
initiated, you will laugh all the more 
at these fables of yours which have 
been held in honour. –Exhortation to 
the Heathen, ch.2





"There is a particle of truth in the 
statement of Clement of Alexandria 
that the Egyptians had forty-two 
sacred writings by Hermes (Thoth), 
in so far as these texts, which include 
geographical and medical works 
among others, constitute the entire 
range of material available for the 
education of priests. The reference 
to Thoth's authorship… is based on 
ancient tradition; the figure forty-
two probably stems from the number 
of Egyptian nomes, and thus conveys 
the notion of completeness."  
–Egyptian Religion by Siegfried Morenz
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Female Musicians from the Valley of Kings



Musicians, from the Tomb of Rekhmire



The brief inscription on Meresamun's coffin 
states that she was a "Singer in the Interior 
of the Temple of Amun at Karnak." She, 
along with other women from elite families, 
served in the temple, playing music for the 
god as the priests laid offerings and 
purifications before the deity. We know 
from other sources, that singers like 
Meresamun were probably trained by their 
mothers, and often several generations of 
women from a single family worked as 
temple singers. In Meresamun's era, women 
held the post of singer inside the temple, 
although men played instruments in rituals 
held outside the temple. Her title "Singer in 
the Interior of the Temple" indicates that 
she had a level of purity that allowed her to 
enter the most scared part of the god's 
complex. 

Two musical instruments were especially 
associated with musicians inside the 
temple. A sistrum is a type of rattle that 
produced a clanging metallic sound. The 
other instrument, called a menat, is a 
beaded necklace that was shaken to 
produce a swishing sound. When 
accompanying the god in processions 
outside the temple, musicians like 
Meresamun would have played a wider 
range of instruments like harps and clap 
sticks that were used as castanets. Although 
we do not know what ancient Egyptian 
music sounded like—there was no system of 
musical notation until a much later period—
the lyrics of songs are preserved, giving the 
impression of lyric song rather than simple 
chanting. –from an article in Archaeology 
magazine, by Emily Teeter

Meresamun's coffin, 800 BC Sistrum (ritual rattle), Late Ptolemaic to 
Roman period, third-first century B.C.; bronze.

Egyptian Menat
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Astrology was practised among all 
the ancient nations. In Egypt, the 
book of Astrology was borne 
reverentially in the religious 
processions; in which the few 
sacred animals were also carried, as 
emblems of the equinoxes and 
solstices. The same science 
f lourished among the Chaldæans, 
and over the whole of Asia and 
Africa. When Alexander invaded 
India, the astrologers of the 
Oxydraces came to him to disclose 
the secrets of their science of 
Heaven and the Stars. The Brahmins 
whom Apollonius consulted, taught 
him the secrets of Astronomy, with 
the ceremonies and prayers 
whereby to appease the gods and 
learn the future from the stars.  
–Morals and Dogma:490



[The Egyptians] predicted future 
events, both relative to private 
occurrences and natural 
phenomena; for which purpose, 
Diodorus tells us, they took 
advantage of their skill in 
arithmetical calculations; this last 
being of the highest importance to 
them in the study of astrology. For 
the Egyptians most accurately 
observe the order and movement of 
the stars, preserving their remarks 
on each for an incredible number of 
years– that study having been 
followed by them from the earliest 
times. They most carefully note the 
movements, revolutions, and 
positions of the planets, as well as 
the inf luences possessed by each 
upon the birth of animals, whether 
productive of good or evil. And they 
frequently foretell what is about to 
happen to mankind with the greatest 
accuracy, showing the failure and 
abundance of crops, or the epidemic 
diseases about to befall men or 

cattle, and earthquakes, deluges, the 
rising of comets, and all those 
phenomena the knowledge of which 
appears impossible to vulgar 
comprehensions, they foresee by 
means of their long-continued 
observations. It is, indeed, supposed 
that the Chaldeans of Babylon, being 
an Egyptian colony, arrived at their 
celebrity in astrology in 
consequence of what they derived 
from the priests of Egypt. “The art of 
predicting future events, as 
practised in the Greek temples,” says 
Herodotus, “came also from the 
Egyptians; and it is certain that they 
were the first people who 
established festivals, public 
assemblies, processions, and the 
proper mode of approaching or 
communing with the divinity.” The 
manner of doing this depended on 
the object of the votary, and a 
proper offering was required for 
each service. –Manners and Customs of 
the Ancient Egyptian, v.2, p.464-5



In the Bijek it is said, “from 
one mother is the universe 
born.” This beginning is 
universal in mythology. The 
Great Mother in her 
primordial phase was the 
Abyss in Space, and the 
goddess of the Seven Stars 
in time. No superseded 
type was ever lost, and the 
Mother as Space and 
Domus did not pass away 
when time was established, 
but was continued in Nu, 
the Lady of heaven, and 
consort of Seb-Kronus. 
Heaven as the bringer-forth 
was continued in the 
female figure arching over 
earth. In addition to this 

the Egyptians pourtrayed 
the zodiac in human shape; 
and astrology has brought 
on a human-shaped zodiac 
founded on the female 
form. In this the sign of the 
Ram serves for the head; 
the Bull for neck and 
throat; the Twins for arms; 
the Crab for the breast; 
Lion for the heart and back; 
the Virgin for the womb; 
the scales for the lumbar 
region; the Scorpion for the 
groin; the Archer for the 
legs and thighs; the Sea-
goat for the knees; the 
Waterer for the legs, and 
Fishes for the feet. –The  

Natural Genesis, v.2, p.4

Nut, Egyptian sky goddess
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The typical Egyptian recorder and 
divine scribe was Mati by name, 
which denotes the truth, law, or 
justice, in a dual form and phase. He 
is the recorder in the Hall of the 
Twin Truth, the judgement-place of 
the clothed and naked, or the 
righteous and the wicked. Thus the 
gospel of Mati would be also the 
gospel of Truth in this double 
aspect. –The Natural Genesis, v.2, p.474



And he must be acquainted with 
what are called hieroglyphics, 
and know about cosmography 
and geography, the position of 
the sun and moon, and about the 
five planets; also the description 
of Egypt, and the chart of the 
Nile; and the description of the 
equipment of the priests and of 
the place consecrated to them, 
and about the measures and the 
things in use in the sacred rites. 
Then the Stole-keeper follows 
those previously mentioned, with 
the cubit of justice and the cup 
for libations. He is acquainted 
with all points called Pædeutic 
(relating to training) and 
Moschophaltic (sacrificial). There 
are also ten books which relate 
to the honour paid by them to 
their gods, and containing the 
Egyptian worship; as that 
relating to sacrifices, first-fruits, 
hymns, prayers, processions, 
festivals, and the like. And behind 

all walks the Prophet, with the 
water-vase carried openly in his 
arms; who is followed by those 
who carry the issue of loaves. He, 
as being the governor of the 
temple, learns the ten books 
called 'Hieratic'; and they contain 
all about the laws, and the gods, 
and the whole of the training of 
the priests. For the Prophet is, 
among the Egyptians, also over 
the distribution of the revenues. 
There are then forty-two books 
of Hermes indispensably 
necessary; of which the six-and-
thirty containing the whole 
philosophy of the Egyptians are 
learned by the aforementioned 
personages; and the other six, 
which are medical, by the 
Pastophoroi (image-bearers)–
treating of the structure of the 
body, and of disease, and 
instruments, and medicines, and 
about the eyes, and the last 
about women.”
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of Egypt, and the chart of the 
Nile; and the description of the 
equipment of the priests and of 
the place consecrated to them, 
and about the measures and the 
things in use in the sacred rites. 
Then the Stole-keeper follows 
those previously mentioned, with 
the cubit of justice and the cup 
for libations. He is acquainted 
with all points called Pædeutic 
(relating to training) and 
Moschophaltic (sacrificial). There 
are also ten books which relate to 
the honour paid by them to their 
gods, and containing the 
Egyptian worship; as that relating 
to sacrifices, first-fruits, hymns, 
prayers, processions, festivals, 
and the like. And behind all walks 

the Prophet, with the water-vase 
carried openly in his arms; who is 
followed by those who carry the 
issue of loaves. He, as being the 
governor of the temple, learns 
the ten books called 'Hieratic'; 
and they contain all about the 
laws, and the gods, and the whole 
of the training of the priests. For 
the Prophet is, among the 
Egyptians, also over the 
distribution of the revenues. 
There are then forty-two books 
of Hermes indispensably 
necessary; of which the six-and-
thirty containing the whole 
philosophy of the Egyptians are 
learned by the aforementioned 
personages; and the other six, 
which are medical, by the 
Pastophoroi (image-bearers)–
treating of the structure of the 
body, and of disease, and 
instruments, and medicines, and 
about the eyes, and the last about 
women.”



Writing Materials:  
A scribe's tools comprised palette, 
water-cup, tablets, and papyrus 
scroll. The palette was a long, 
narrow, rectangular wooden tablet, 
with a container for the reeds and 
two sockets for the cakes of black 
and red ink. The scribe wrote on 
papyrus, tablets of stuccoed wood, 
shards, pottery fragments, or 
limestone splinters (ostraca).  
–Her Bak, v.1, p.333



And he must be acquainted with 
what are called hieroglyphics, 
and know about cosmography 
and geography, the position of 
the sun and moon, and about the 
five planets; also the description 
of Egypt, and the chart of the 
Nile; and the description of the 
equipment of the priests and of 
the place consecrated to them, 
and about the measures and the 
things in use in the sacred rites. 
Then the Stole-keeper follows 
those previously mentioned, 
with the cubit of justice and the 
cup for libations. He is 
acquainted with all points called 
Pædeutic (relating to training) 
and Moschophaltic (sacrificial). 
There are also ten books which 
relate to the honour paid by them 
to their gods, and containing the 
Egyptian worship; as that relating 
to sacrifices, first-fruits, hymns, 
prayers, processions, festivals, 
and the like. And behind all walks 

the Prophet, with the water-vase 
carried openly in his arms; who is 
followed by those who carry the 
issue of loaves. He, as being the 
governor of the temple, learns 
the ten books called 'Hieratic'; 
and they contain all about the 
laws, and the gods, and the whole 
of the training of the priests. For 
the Prophet is, among the 
Egyptians, also over the 
distribution of the revenues. 
There are then forty-two books 
of Hermes indispensably 
necessary; of which the six-and-
thirty containing the whole 
philosophy of the Egyptians are 
learned by the aforementioned 
personages; and the other six, 
which are medical, by the 
Pastophoroi (image-bearers)–
treating of the structure of the 
body, and of disease, and 
instruments, and medicines, and 
about the eyes, and the last about 
women.”



No point has been more disputed than 
the exact measurement of the cubit, 
called in Egyptian ma, one of the long 
ends of which was always bevelled. 

Several of these have been found made 
of stone, wood, and other materials. 
There was a royal cubit, satin ma, of 7 
palms, the whole equal to 525 

millimeters. The ordinary cubit 
measured 6 palms, and was employed in 
the construction of the monuments.  
–Manners and Customs of the Ancient 

Egyptian, v.2, p.383

The oldest examples of the so-called 
ceremonial cubits date back to the New 
Kingdom. In addition to their symbolism 
they are distinguished from the more 

common cubit rods by the prestigious 
material utilized for their manufacture; 
stone or metal (wood is more rarely 
used), and by the wealth of texts and 

information that would appear to have 
been superf luous for ordinary measuring 
tools. –Journal of Ancient Egyptian 
Architecture, July 2016 - December 2016, p.1-9

Maya’s cubit (18th Dyn., Louvre Museum, N 1538) 

Egyptian Royal Cubit Measurement Rod



And he must be acquainted with 
what are called hieroglyphics, and 
know about cosmography and 
geography, the position of the sun 
and moon, and about the five 
planets; also the description of 
Egypt, and the chart of the Nile; 
and the description of the 
equipment of the priests and of 
the place consecrated to them, 
and about the measures and the 
things in use in the sacred rites. 
Then the Stole-keeper follows 
those previously mentioned, with 
the cubit of justice and the cup 
for libations. He is acquainted 
with all points called Pædeutic 
(relating to training) and 
Moschophaltic (sacrificial). There 
are also ten books which relate 
to the honour paid by them to 
their gods, and containing the 
Egyptian worship; as that 
relating to sacrifices, f irst-
fruits, hymns, prayers, 
processions, festivals, and the 

like. And behind all walks the 
Prophet, with the water-vase 
carried openly in his arms; who is 
followed by those who carry the 
issue of loaves. He, as being the 
governor of the temple, learns the 
ten books called 'Hieratic'; and 
they contain all about the laws, 
and the gods, and the whole of 
the training of the priests. For the 
Prophet is, among the Egyptians, 
also over the distribution of the 
revenues. There are then forty-
two books of Hermes 
indispensably necessary; of which 
the six-and-thirty containing the 
whole philosophy of the Egyptians 
are learned by the 
aforementioned personages; and 
the other six, which are medical, 
by the Pastophoroi (image-
bearers)–treating of the structure 
of the body, and of disease, and 
instruments, and medicines, and 
about the eyes, and the last about 
women.”



And he must be acquainted with 
what are called hieroglyphics, and 
know about cosmography and 
geography, the position of the 
sun and moon, and about the five 
planets; also the description of 
Egypt, and the chart of the Nile; 
and the description of the 
equipment of the priests and of 
the place consecrated to them, 
and about the measures and the 
things in use in the sacred rites. 
Then the Stole-keeper follows 
those previously mentioned, with 
the cubit of justice and the cup 
for libations. He is acquainted 
with all points called Pædeutic 
(relating to training) and 
Moschophaltic (sacrificial). There 
are also ten books which relate to 
the honour paid by them to their 
gods, and containing the Egyptian 
worship; as that relating to 
sacrifices, first-fruits, hymns, 
prayers, processions, festivals, 
and the like. And behind all walks 

the Prophet, with the water-vase 
carried openly in his arms; who 
is followed by those who carry 
the issue of loaves. He, as being 
the governor of the temple, 
learns the ten books called 
'Hieratic'; and they contain all 
about the laws, and the gods, and 
the whole of the training of the 
priests. For the Prophet is, among 
the Egyptians, also over the 
distribution of the revenues. 
There are then forty-two books 
of Hermes indispensably 
necessary; of which the six-and-
thirty containing the whole 
philosophy of the Egyptians are 
learned by the aforementioned 
personages; and the other six, 
which are medical, by the 
Pastophoroi (image-bearers)–
treating of the structure of the 
body, and of disease, and 
instruments, and medicines, and 
about the eyes, and the last about 
women.”



Hor Hat & Thoth, pouring emblems of life & purity over king Amunoph 3rd

Two Gods-Hierophants, one with the 
head of a hawk (the Sun), the other ibis-
headed (Mercury, Thoth, the god of 
Wisdom and secret learning, the 
assessor of Osiris-Sun), are standing 
over the body of a candidate just 

initiated. They are in the act of pouring 
on his head a double stream of water 
(the water of life and new birth), which 
stream is interlaced in the shape of a 
cross and full of small ansated crosses. 
This is allegorical of the awakening of 

the candidate its early significance. 559 
(now an Initiate), when the beams of the 
morning sun (Osiris) strike the crown of 
his head (his entranced body being 
placed on its wooden tau so as to receive 
the rays). –SD2:558-9 





And he must be acquainted with 
what are called hieroglyphics, and 
know about cosmography and 
geography, the position of the 
sun and moon, and about the five 
planets; also the description of 
Egypt, and the chart of the Nile; 
and the description of the 
equipment of the priests and of 
the place consecrated to them, 
and about the measures and the 
things in use in the sacred rites. 
Then the Stole-keeper follows 
those previously mentioned, with 
the cubit of justice and the cup 
for libations. He is acquainted 
with all points called Pædeutic 
(relating to training) and 
Moschophaltic (sacrificial). There 
are also ten books which relate to 
the honour paid by them to their 
gods, and containing the Egyptian 
worship; as that relating to 
sacrifices, first-fruits, hymns, 
prayers, processions, festivals, 
and the like. And behind all walks 

the Prophet, with the water-vase 
carried openly in his arms; who is 
followed by those who carry the 
issue of loaves. He, as being the 
governor of the temple, learns 
the ten books called 'Hieratic'; 
and they contain all about the 
laws, and the gods, and the whole 
of the training of the priests. For 
the Prophet is, among the 
Egyptians, also over the 
distribution of the revenues. 
There are then forty-two books 
of Hermes indispensably 
necessary; of which the six-and-
thirty containing the whole 
philosophy of the Egyptians are 
learned by the aforementioned 
personages; and the other six, 
which are medical, by the 
Pastophoroi (image-bearers)–
treating of the structure of the 
body, and of disease, and 
instruments, and medicines, and 
about the eyes, and the last about 
women.”


