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XXXVIIX

ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
mitiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wweind ard podnted soith it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken csertain: ** Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
Lk 5 anhas plain white robe, gazed into
== \ L} the utter Mlackness framed by the
e 3 7 two great dtus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed !l.'q'-'fH‘l'nil}:l‘.‘-nuf the dh:un"u’un‘ wndil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilussined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
r ‘i_ r'-..".l'l'!/.';, |r"ll.) -.rv!vn!t 0l Il{ 1.'5:(1' -
wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
! '-[w‘:mr 1*" Al the same (nstant @ My H.’ weith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crocedile, and part hog,
frrom dts mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of flame and borribile scamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermes
struck the advancing reptile with the ser
pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
dragen fell over wpom its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
1,’:1:"7!‘-.{ Typhem. The wext instant, wath a
blaze of unbearal
phyte stagpering backward againsts pillay,
the immortal Fermes, folivved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas
ber and faded into nothingness

oS

ite grlory that sent the nen

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS

Frown Thistersa Dowsem ot dicernms

from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered through the form of the planet Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods
In de Egypaian drawings of him, Thoth carries a waxen writing
tablee and scrves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Hall of Oxsiris—a ritual of great sig
nificance. Hermes i of ing importance to Masonic scholass, b
cause hw was the author of the Masonic initiatory rituals, whick
were bosrowed from te Mystenies established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermwetic in characrer, Pythagoras
x'x:aiu’-i mathemartics with the l Ayptians and [ m ?’h.'!! pamne il s

knowledge of the symbolic geometric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformarion of the calendar system. He increased the vear

from 360 to 365 days, thus establishing a precedent which suill pre
vails. The appellation “Thrice Greatese™' was given to Hermes I

Canse he was ¢ nh'-ltll'll'n{ (!71' Rreatcs of all "‘I'.!n)“\i’:‘ll‘.",' the preatess
of all pricses, and dhe greatest of all kings. It is worthy of note thae
the lase poem of Amwerica’s beloved poct, Hemty Wadsworth Long

fellow, was a lyric ode w Flermes. (See Chambers' Encpclopadia

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may bave boon a real sasvane, ot may be a per
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thoeh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
writed i ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letrers, and the recording of tme. le
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,” and thae the phrase hermetically
sealed! is still in vee to designace the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the hermetie medicines of Paracel-

.Alllhurulll\'.\'m)'l'k)llult-.“uu)‘c\,rﬂ.lnrll)n Master of all arts god sodences, perfoct im all orufis, Ruler of the  SUS, andd the bermetic frecmasonsy of the

increased ehe number to more than thirty -

FAb Herwars Tosimepiens

TAvee Worldy, Scvibe of the (ads

and Keepar of the Boolks of Lafe, "
ehe Theoe Tormas Graodest, the ' Priost Middle Ages.

wx thousand (see ].lll‘rf’.( ;Jldll&'!' t"}"”\" Fote!Ngencer' snan regarded by the amcient Dpyptians ar the em ."llbﬂﬂ}'_ the ll’.lb'}‘\(ﬂ!.lﬂ writings I
d J bodimontef the Ehiiver sal Misad, WAL ia ol peobiadafry ehar v sty n
which make it evident that 2 solitary (- cuised o prest sope sl educstir by 15 miere of Termes sz1s ionps. Heved to have come from the stylus of Her

dividual, even though he be overshadowed  mhe s extricatethe histaricai ras frem the maitof legosdan socmmte  1aves are e famous works, The firse 1s the

A atteegy oo et fe Ao nath e Chomne Pramoipde of T hngh

by divine prezogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Ormpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Bareeet says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hermyes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

Freserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymander, or, as it is more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes is thac he was one of the few philosopher-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib-
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in 2 more enlightenad age wo thar e might have beneheed by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan bore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spinscual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

In the Egyptian drawings of
him, Thoth carries a waxen
writing tablet and serves as
the recorder during the
weighing of the souls of the
dead in the judgment Hall of
Osiris--a ritual of great
significance. Hermes is of first
importance to Masonic
scholars, because he was the
author of the Masonic
initiatory rituals, which were
borrowed from the Mysteries
established by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are
Hermetic in character.
Pythagoras studied
mathematics with the
Egyptians and from them

gained his knowledge of the
symbolic geometric solids.
Hermes is also revered for his
reformation of the calendar
system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus
establishing a precedent which
still prevails. The appellation
"Thrice Greatest" was given to
Hermes because he was
considered the greatest of all
philosophers, the greatest of
all priests, and the greatest of

all kings. It is worthy of note
that the last poem of America's
beloved poet, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, was a
lyric ode to Hermes. (See
Chambers' Encyclopadia.)
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The Mysteries of Masonry
are founded on the “Two
Truths” of the goddess
Ma’at, who survives in them,
even by her name. “How few
newly-made Masons but go
away (from their initiation)
imagining that it (the word
communicated with mouth
to ear, and at low breath) has
some connection with the
‘marrow in the bone. What
do they know of that
mystical personage known to
some adapts as the
‘venerable Mah'?” This
question is asked and left
unanswered in “Isis
Unveiled” [Vol. ii. p. 388.] by
an Initiate in various
mysteries. The essential
idea of Masonry is that of a
Company or Brotherhood of

Ma’at, bas-relief from
Nefertari’s tomb

builders working under the
Master Architects, just as
the Company of the Seven
Khnemmu work under the
direction of Ptah and Ma’at;
Ptah being the artisan who
built with Truth; that is,
with Ma’at. The Seven

Khnemmu are their
operatives. Egypt will re-
identify Masonry as a mystic
craft, with foundations in
facts that go beyond the
religious Mysteries of the
Hebrews, Romans, or
Greeks. Here, for example,
is Masonry: An Egyptian
scribe addresses the gods as
the “Nutriu, who test by
their Level (the Mason’s level)
the words of men; the lord of
law (i.e. Ma'at). Hail to you,
ye gods, ye associate gods.”



A mason in Egyptian is a Makh,
and Ma'at has an earlier form in
Makh, for rule and measure. Sen
denotes a brother or
brotherhood; Sen-sen means to
fraternise. Thus derived, the
Madsen or Makh-sen would be
the Brother-Mason of the craft,
and the fraternity would be that
of Ma’at, not only as masons, but
as that of Truth. The Masonic
Brotherhood is founded on
“Truth,” as one of its primordial
tenets; and Ma’at is Truth. The
Initiate is instructed to be true
and trusty, and is consecrated
to the Truth, which alone is
immutable and eternal. This
Truth was first founded and

Ma'at

expressed by the stone-
squarers and polishers in the
typology and language of
building. Hence the symbols,
the square, compasses, and
other Masonic emblems. One
sign worn by Ma’at is the ostrich
feather, which denotes both
light and shade, or black and
white. The Masons likewise
wear a suit of black, with white
aprons, gloves, stockings, and
sometimes white shoes, which
are the exact equivalent of the
feather of light and shade worn
by the goddess Ma’at. In their
processions the Masons always
walk Two and Two; and Ma’at is
dual; Sen means two.



The eye is one of the Masonic signs. In
Egyptian Ma'at is the eye, and the word also
signifies seeing. The hand is proffered in
greeting to make the peculiar sign of the
Brotherhood, and the hand extended to offer
and give is an ideograph of Ma’at. The hands
crossed in making the circle of the mystic
chain form another hieroglyphic of Ma’at or
Mabh, the crossed loop, tie, wreath, or crown.
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Masons read the twenty-four inch rule as a
sign of the twenty-four hours, or day and
night. The twenty-four inch rule represents
two feet; and two feet in Egyptian read Mati, a
pair of footsoles, as well as the Two Truths of
Ma’at; the Two Truths that were the basis on
which all stood. The pair of shoes occasionally
found with the pair of half-opened compasses
on the tombs of masons in Rome are the same

symbolically as the pair of feet on the ancient
stones of Britain and Ireland and in Polynesia
or other parts of the world, and these may be
interpreted by the pair of feet or the “footstep
and the sole” of the Two Lion gods of Egypt
who kept the gates or divisions of the Two
Solstices, north and South. The half-closed
compasses which accompany them denote the
midway of the equinoctial level.



XXXVIIX

ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
imatiator, i his robes of Blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wweind ard podnted soith it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken csertain: ** Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
S anhas plamwhite robe, gazed into
“} the utter Mlackness framed by the
T two great letus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilusined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant. As the candidate wntched, the heart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
I yphon ™" At the same instant @ lurid sorith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crx l'(.’ll"'_ and part ’M',".
frrom dts mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermes
struck the advancing reptile with the ser
pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
dragen fell over wpom its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen
phyte stagpering backward againsts pillay,
the immortal Fermes, folivved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas
ber and faded into nothingness

D a2

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS

Frown Tlhistersa Do ot dicornms

from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In de Egypaian drawings of him, Thoth carries a waxen writing
tablee and scrves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the de ad in (’l' 'IU f;;llll nt Hall of Oxiris —a ritual of preat g
nificance. Hermes i of ing importance to Masonic scholass, b
cause hw was the author of the Masonic initiatory rituals, whick
were bosrowed from te Mysterses established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermwetic in characrer, Pythagoras
studied madhematics wich dwe Egypians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geometric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformarion of the calendar system. He increased the vear
from 360 to 365 days, thus establishing a precedent which suill pre
vails. The appellation “Thrice Greatese™' was given to Hermes I
cause be was considesed the greavest of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricses, and dhe greatest of all kings. It is worthy of note thae
the lase poem of Amwerica’s beloved poct, Hemy Wadsworth Long

fellow, was a lyric ode w Flermes. (See Chambers' Encpclopadia

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thoeh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of time. e
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,” and thae the phrase hermetically
sealed! is still in vee to designace the closing

of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manncr
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetic medicines of Paracel-

authorof twenty thousand books; Manctho  Ataster of all arts aod sciences, perfoct in wll crufis, Buder of the  sus, atd the bermetic freemasonry of the

increased ehe number to more than thirty -
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six thousand (see James Gardner) — figures  Inteligencer™ annn regarded by the amcient Dppeians as the om Among the fragmentary writings be

which make it evident that a solitary in- ..
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by divine prezogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
ory. Ompheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Bareeee says of Hermes:
i God ever appeared in man, he appeared in bim, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstrated himself to have been noe only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

Freserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib-
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan bore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
origimal forty -two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

In the Egyptian drawings of
him, Thoth carries a waxen
writing tablet and serves as
the recorder during the
weighing of the souls of the
dead in the judgment Hall of
Osiris--a ritual of great
significance. Hermes is of first
importance to Masonic
scholars, because he was the
author of the Masonic
initiatory rituals, which were
borrowed from the Mysteries
established by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are
Hermetic in character.
Pythagoras studied
mathematics with the
Egyptians and from them

gained his knowledge of the
symbolic geometric solids.
Hermes is also revered for his
reformation of the calendar
system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus
establishing a precedent which
still prevails. The appellation
"Thrice Greatest" was given to
Hermes because he was
considered the greatest of all
philosophers, the greatest of
all priests, and the greatest of

all kings. It is worthy of note
that the last poem of America's
beloved poet, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, was a
lyric ode to Hermes. (See
Chambers' Encyclopadia.)



lamblichus says Pythagoras
derived his information upon
different sciences from Egypt;
he learnt philosophy from the
priests; and his theories of
comets, numbers, and music
were doubtless from the same
source. But the great
repugnance evinced by the
Egyptian priests to receive
Pythagoras will account for
their withholding from him
much that they knew, though
his great patience, and his
readiness to comply with
their regulations, even to the
rite of circumecision, obtained
for him more information
than was imparted to any

Egyptian Priests

other Greek. Clemens says
Pythagoras was the disciple of
Sonches, the Egyptian arch-
prophet, and he repeats
Plato’s story of the Egyptian
priest saying, “Solon, Solon,
you Greeks are always
children”, which shows what
the general belief was among
the Egyptians and Greeks
respecting the source of
knowledge in early times.
Strabo affirms that the
Greeks did not even know the
(length of the) year till
Eudoxus and Plato went to

Egypt in 370 b.c. -Manners and

Customs of the Ancient Egyptians,
v.2, p.316-7
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ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
imatiator, i his robes of Blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wweind ard podnted soith it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken csertain: ** Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
S anhas plamwhite robe, gazed into
“} the utter Mlackness framed by the
= two great dtus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed stself throughout the atewosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilusined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
T he body seemed partly transporent so that the heart and braiv could
be seen pulsating and radiant. As the candidate wntched, the heart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
I yphon ™" At the same instant @ lurid sorith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crx l'(.’ll"'_ and part ’M',".
frrom dts mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermes
-!rul_‘L._ the advine ing r-’!(l"ﬂ' with the ser
pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
dragen fell over wpom its sude, while the
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flames about it storely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the wan.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen
phyte stagpering backward agaimsts pillay,
the immortal Fermes, folivved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas
ber and faded into nothingness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS

Frown Tlhistersa Do ot dicornms

from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In de Egypaian drawings of him, Thoth carries a waxen writing
tablee and scrves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the de ad in (’l' 'IU f;;llll nt Hall of Oxiris —a ritual of preat g
nificance. Hermes i of ing importance to Masonic scholass, b
cause hw was the author of the Masonic initiatory rituals, whick
were bosrowed from te Mysterses established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermwetic in characrer, Pythagoras
studied madhematics wich dwe Egypians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geometric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformarion of the calendar system. He increased the vear
from 360 to 365 days, thus establishing a precedent which suill pre
vails. The appellation “Thrice Greatese™' was given to Hermes I
cause be was considesed the greavest of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricses, and dhe greatest of all kings. It is worthy of note thae
the lase poem of Amwerica’s beloved poct, Hemy Wadsworth Long
fellow, was a lyric ode o Flermes. (See Chambers” Euncwclopadia
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THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thoeh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of time. e
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,” and thae the phrase hermetically
sealed! is still in vee to designace the closing

of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manncr
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetic medicines of Paracel-
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by divine prezogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
ory. Ompheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Bareeee says of Hermes:
i God ever appeared in man, he appeared in bim, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstrated himself to have been noe only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and
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Freserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib-
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan bore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
origimal forty -two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

In the Egyptian drawings of
him, Thoth carries a waxen
writing tablet and serves as the
recorder during the weighing
of the souls of the dead in the
judgment Hall of Osiris--a
ritual of great significance.
Hermes is of first importance
to Masonic scholars, because
he was the author of the
Masonic initiatory rituals,
which were borrowed from the
Mysteries established by
Hermes. Nearly all of the
Masonic symbols are Hermetic
in character. Pythagoras
studied mathematics with the
Egyptians and from them
gained his knowledge of the

symbolic geometric solids.
Hermes is also revered for his
reformation of the calendar
system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus
establishing a precedent
which still prevails. The
appellation "Thrice Greatest"
was given to Hermes because
he was considered the greatest
of all philosophers, the
greatest of all priests, and the
greatest of all kings. It is
worthy of note that the last
poem of America's beloved
poet, Henry Wadsworth

Longfellow, was a lyric ode to
Hermes. (See Chambers'
Encyclopadia.)
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Ancient Egyptian Calendar

The substitution of solar for lunar months corresponded to the same months, so five Paopi, Athor, Choeak, Tobi, Mechir,

was the earliest change in the Egyptian year. additional days were introduced at the end Pihamenoth, Pharmuthi, Pachons, Paoni,

It was then made to consist of twelve months of the last month, Mesore, in order to remedy Epep, and Mesoré: with the year being

of thirty days each, making a total of 360 the previous defect in the calendar, and to divided into three seasons, each period

days: but as it was soon discovered that the insure the returns of the seasons to fixed comprised four of these months. -The Manners

seasons were disturbed, and no longer periods. The twelve months were Thoth, and Customs of the Ancient Egyptians, v.2, p.368-9
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ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
iatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
o/ 5 nhas plaim white robe, gazed into
= “} the utter Mlackness framed by the
= two great dtus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed !l.'»:.'[H'l'l-it‘qll."nuf the -lh::u\"u’;uf wndil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tieminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoweth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
g meista !u',v,mr.-ll-,':c':n.‘(.'. surrotended !'r_y(i].'n: kering greenish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
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wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
(ireatese; all kail Thee ' Prince 'n)‘ -‘\l'l‘l:,‘ all
hail Thee who standeth upon the head of
I yphon ™" At the same instant @ lurid sorith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part '.ro"v_q{ [\l!f cr i.l«.'ll'-'_ -l'll.’ [\J.'l ’2'A',7‘.
’ rom oS 7!\'||.'H'| .'lm.' naostrils jcm'u'l.’ *.‘hf(‘!\
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
-'rw_-’f_ the advane ing rr!n"-' with the ser

pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
fragos fell over wpon its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen

phyte stagpering backward agaimsts pillay,
the immortal Flermes, folicrved by streamers
of greendsh mist, passed through the chaw
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SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS

Frown Tlhistersa Do ot dicornms

from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In de Egypaian drawings of him, Thoth carries a waxen writing
tablee and scrves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Hall of Oxsiris—a ritual of great sig
nificance. Hermies 15 of fing importance to Masonic scholass, b
CQuse !»‘ was the .‘A\H’lrl! ol llx .'-1_1'.1-1):. nuaAtory ::tnn:u. W :| i
were bosrowed from te Mystenies established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermwetic in characrer, Pythagoras
studied madhematics wigh dwe Egy pians and from them gained his

knowledge of the symbolic geometric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformarion of the calendar system. He increased the vear
from 360 to 365 days, thus establishing a precedent which suill pre

vails. The appellation “Thrice Greatese™' was given to Hermes I
cause he was considered the greavest of all plalosophers, the great
of all pricses, and dhe greatest of all kings. It is worthy of note thae
the lase poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadswosth Long

fellow, was a lyric ode w Flermes. (See Chambers' Encpclopadia

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Claldean and carliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach che Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Hermes, and ehe Egyptian Thoch or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of time. e
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,’ and that the phrase ‘heemetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing

of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manncr
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetic medicines of Paracel-
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by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Bareeet says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hermyes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

In the Egyptian drawings of
him, Thoth carries a waxen
writing tablet and serves as
the recorder during the
weighing of the souls of the
dead in the judgment Hall of
Osiris--a ritual of great
significance. Hermes is of first
importance to Masonic
scholars, because he was the
author of the Masonic
initiatory rituals, which were
borrowed from the Mysteries
established by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are
Hermetic in character.
Pythagoras studied
mathematics with the
Egyptians and from them

gained his knowledge of the
symbolic geometric solids.
Hermes is also revered for his
reformation of the calendar
system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus
establishing a precedent which
still prevails. The appellation
"Thrice Greatest" was given to
Hermes because he was
considered the greatest of all
philosophers, the greatest of
all priests, and the greatest of
all kings. It is worthy of note
that the last poem of America's
beloved poet, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, was a
lyric ode to Hermes. (See
Chambers' Encyclopzdia.)
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On the Rosetta stone Hermes is called the
"‘great and great,' or "twice" great. He was
called TRISMEGISTUS, or "thrice great,’
according to the twelfth aphorism of the
Emerald Table, because he possessed
three parts of the wisdom of the whole
world. -The Divine Pymander:xi



XXXVIIX

ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
imatiator, i his robes of Blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wweind ard podnted soith it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken csertain: ** Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
S anhas plamwhite robe, gazed into
“} the utter Mlackness framed by the
T two great letus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilusined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant. As the candidate wntched, the heart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
I yphon ™" At the same instant @ lurid sorith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crx l'(.’ll"'_ and part ’M',".
frrom dts mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermes
struck the advancing reptile with the ser
pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
dragen fell over wpom its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen
phyte stagpering backward againsts pillay,
the immortal Fermes, folivved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas
ber and faded into nothingness

D a2

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS

Frown Tlhistersa Do ot dicornms

from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In de Egypaian drawings of him, Thoth carries a waxen writing
tablee and scrves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the de ad in (’l' 'IU f;;llll nt Hall of Oxiris —a ritual of preat g
nificance. Hermes i of ing importance to Masonic scholass, b
cause hw was the author of the Masonic initiatory rituals, whick
were bosrowed from te Mysterses established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermwetic in characrer, Pythagoras
studied madhematics wich dwe Egypians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geometric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformarion of the calendar system. He increased the vear
from 360 to 365 days, thus establishing a precedent which suill pre
vails. The appellation “Thrice Greatese™' was given to Hermes I
cause be was considesed the greavest of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricses, and dhe greatest of all kings. It is worthy of note thae
the lase poem of Amwerica’s beloved poct, Hemy Wadsworth Long

fellow, was a lyric ode w Flermes. (See Chambers' Encpclopadia

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thoeh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of time. e
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,” and thae the phrase hermetically
sealed! is still in vee to designace the closing

of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manncr
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetic medicines of Paracel-
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by divine prezogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
ory. Ompheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Bareeee says of Hermes:
i God ever appeared in man, he appeared in bim, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstrated himself to have been noe only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

Freserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib-
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan bore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
origimal forty -two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

In the Egyptian drawings of
him, Thoth carries a waxen
writing tablet and serves as
the recorder during the
weighing of the souls of the
dead in the judgment Hall of
Osiris--a ritual of great
significance. Hermes is of first
importance to Masonic
scholars, because he was the
author of the Masonic
initiatory rituals, which were
borrowed from the Mysteries
established by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are
Hermetic in character.
Pythagoras studied
mathematics with the
Egyptians and from them

gained his knowledge of the
symbolic geometric solids.
Hermes is also revered for his
reformation of the calendar
system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus
establishing a precedent which
still prevails. The appellation
"Thrice Greatest" was given to
Hermes because he was
considered the greatest of all
philosophers, the greatest of
all priests, and the greatest of

all kings. It is worthy of note
that the last poem of
America's beloved poet, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, was a
lyric ode to Hermes. (See
Chambers' Encyclopzdia.)



Hermes Trismegistus
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Still through Egypt’s desert places
Flows the lordly Nile,

From its banks the great stone faces
Gaze with patient smile.

Still the pyramids imperious

Pierce the cloudless skies,

And the Sphinx stares with
mysterious,

Solemn, stony eyes.

But where are the old Egyptian
Demi-gods and kings?

Nothing left but an inscription
Graven on stones and rings.
Where are Helios and Hepheestus,
Gods of eldest eld?

Where is Hermes Trismegistus,

Who their secrets held?

Where are now the many hundred
Thousand books he wrote?

By the Thaumaturgists plundered,
Lost in lands remote;

In oblivion sunk forever,

As when o’er the land

Blows a storm-wind, in the river
Sinks the scattered sand.

Something unsubstantial, ghostly,
Seems this Theurgist,

In deep meditation mostly
Wrapped, as in a mist.

Vague, phantasmal, and unreal
To our thought he seems,

Walking in a world 1deal,

In a land of dreams.

Was he one, or many, merging

Name and fame in one,

Like a stream, to which, converging,
Many streamlets run?

Till, with gathered power proceeding,
Ampler sweep it takes,

Downward the sweet waters leading
From unnumbered lakes.

By the Nile I see him wandering,
Pausing now and then,

On the mystic union pondering
Between gods and men;

Half believing, wholly feeling,

With supreme delight,

How the gods, themselves Concealing,
Laft men to their height.

Or in Thebes, the hundred-gated,
In the thoroughtare

Breathing, as 1if consecrated,

A diviner air;

And amid discordant noises,

In the jostling throng,

Hearing far, celestial voices

Of Olympian song.

Who shall call his dreams fallacious?
Who has searched or sought

All the unexplored and spacious
Universe of thought?

Who, in his own skill confiding,
Shall with rule and line

Mark the border-land dividing

Human and divine?

Trismegistus! three times greatest!
How thy name sublime

Has descended to this latest
Progeny of time!

Happy they whose written pages
Perish with their lives,

If amid the crumbling ages

Still their name survives!

Thine, O priest of Egypt, lately
Found I in the vast,
Weed-encumbered, sombre, stately,
Grave-yard of the Past;

And a presence moved before me
On that gloomy shore,

As a waft of wind, that o’er me
Breathed, and was no more.
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ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
mitiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wweind ard podnted soith it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken csertain: ** Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
Lk 5 anhas plain white robe, gazed into
== \ L} the utter Mlackness framed by the
e 3 7 two great dtus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed !l.'q'-'fH‘l'nil}:l‘.‘-nuf the dh:un"u’un‘ wndil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilussined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
r ‘i_ r'-..".l'l'!/.';, |r"ll.) -.rv!vn!t 0l Il{ 1.'5:(1' -
wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
! '-[w‘:mr 1*" Al the same (nstant @ My H.’ weith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crocedile, and part hog,
frrom dts mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of flame and borribile scamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermes
struck the advancing reptile with the ser
pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
dragen fell over wpom its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
1,’:1:"7!‘-.{ Typhem. The wext instant, wath a
blaze of unbearal
phyte stagpering backward againsts pillay,
the immortal Fermes, folivved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas
ber and faded into nothingness
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SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS

Frown Thistersa Dowsem ot dicernms

from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered through the form of the planet Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods
In de Egypaian drawings of him, Thoth carries a waxen writing
tablee and scrves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Hall of Oxsiris—a ritual of great sig
nificance. Hermes i of ing importance to Masonic scholass, b
cause hw was the author of the Masonic initiatory rituals, whick
were bosrowed from te Mystenies established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermwetic in characrer, Pythagoras
x'x:aiu’-i mathemartics with the l Ayptians and [ m ?’h.'!! pamne il s

knowledge of the symbolic geometric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformarion of the calendar system. He increased the vear

from 360 to 365 days, thus establishing a precedent which suill pre
vails. The appellation “Thrice Greatese™' was given to Hermes I

Canse he was ¢ nh'-ltll'll'n{ (!71' Rreatcs of all "‘I'.!n)“\i’:‘ll‘.",' the preatess
of all pricses, and dhe greatest of all kings. It is worthy of note thae
the lase poem of Amwerica’s beloved poct, Hemty Wadsworth Long

fellow, was a lyric ode w Flermes. (See Chambers' Encpclopadia

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may bave boon a real sasvane, ot may be a per
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thoeh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
writed i ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letrers, and the recording of tme. le
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,” and thae the phrase hermetically
sealed! is still in vee to designace the closing

of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the hermetie medicines of Paracel-
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by divine prezogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Ormpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Bareeet says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hermyes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

Freserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymander, or, as it is more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes is thac he was one of the few philosopher-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib-
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in 2 more enlightenad age wo thar e might have beneheed by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan bore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spinscual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

In the Egyptian drawings of
him, Thoth carries a waxen
writing tablet and serves as
the recorder during the
weighing of the souls of the
dead in the judgment Hall of
Osiris--a ritual of great
significance. Hermes is of first
importance to Masonic
scholars, because he was the
author of the Masonic
initiatory rituals, which were
borrowed from the Mysteries
established by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are
Hermetic in character.
Pythagoras studied
mathematics with the
Egyptians and from them

gained his knowledge of the
symbolic geometric solids.
Hermes is also revered for his
reformation of the calendar
system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus
establishing a precedent which
still prevails. The appellation
"Thrice Greatest" was given to
Hermes because he was
considered the greatest of all
philosophers, the greatest of
all priests, and the greatest of

all kings. It is worthy of note
that the last poem of America's
beloved poet, Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow, was a
lyric ode to Hermes. (See
Chambers' Encyclopzadia.)
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HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
iatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
in his plais white robe, gazed into
N “} the utter Mlackness framed by the
= two great dtus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome kioveeth, sauve the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
g mista !u',v,mr.-l[-,':c':x'-‘(.', surrotended bya flickering greenish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure

Gaming courdge, the yoth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Deing bave d winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, raising kis wand, cried owt in a lowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
{ .-"(u'.‘l".', all kail Thee - Privce 'n)‘ -‘\l'l‘l:,‘ all
hail Thee who standeth upon the head of
I yphon ™" At the same instant @ lurid sorith-

ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,

part '.ro"v_q{ [\l!f cr i.l«.'ll'-'_ -l'll.’ [\J.'l ’2'A',7‘.
’ rom oS 7!\'||.'H'| .'lm.' naostrils jcm'u'l.’ *.‘hf(‘!\
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
-'rw_-’f_ the advane ing rr!n"-' with the ser

pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
fragos fell over wpon its sude, while the
flames about it storely died
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
blaze of unbearal
phyte stagpering backward agaimsts pillay,
the immortal Flermes, folicrved by streamers
of greendsh mist, passed through the chaw

her ::m{].hh‘lf inte nothiepness
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SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the

authorof twency thousand books; Manctho — Atusrer f oll drts ded acdeneen
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformacion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese"" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjecr of the Hermeric books, James Campbell Brown
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
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by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Bareeet says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hermyes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

On the subject of the Hermetic
books, James Campbell Brown,
in his History of Chemistry, has
written: "Leaving the Chaldean
and earliest Egyptian periods, of
which we have remains but no
record, and from which no
names of either chemists or
philosophers have come down to
us, we now approach the
Historic Period, when books
were written, not at first upon
parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A series of early
Egyptian books is attributed to
Hermes Trismegistus, who may
have been a real savant, or may
be a personification of a long
succession of writers. He 1s
identified by some with the
Greek god Hermes, and the

Egyptian Thoth or Tuti, who was
the moon-god, and 1s
represented in ancient paintings
as ibis-headed with the disc and
crescent of the moon. The
Egyptians regarded him as the
god of wisdom, letters, and the
recording of time. It is in
consequence of the great respect
entertained for Hermes by the
old alchemists that chemical
writings were called 'hermetic,’
and that the phrase
'hermetically sealed' is still in
use to designate the closing of a
glass vessel by fusion, after the
manner of chemical
manipulators. We find the same
root in the hermetic medicines
of Paracelsus, and the hermetic
freemasonry of the Middle Ages."
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HUNDERrolled lightwingfash.
J e, the veil of the Temple was rent
from top to bettos, The veneralle
imatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
in his plais white robe, gazed into
~ the utter Mackness framed by the
7 two great dntus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tieminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoweth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Bebold Him!™" Suddenly, through the pleam-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded by a flickering greenisk skeen.
The inttiator lnvered fis wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Binded bythe glory of the vevealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Deing bave d winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, raising fis wand, cried owt in a lowed
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
{ .-"(d.‘:"!, all kail Thee - Privce h)‘ -‘\!l‘l:,‘il!il
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the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
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pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
fragen fell over wpom its side, while the
flames about it storely died
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
blaze of unbearal
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by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athrmed Hermses revealed o mankind were medicing,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barrece says of Fermes
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Anciene Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were borrowed from the Mystenies extablished by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformartion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation *““Thrsce Grearese'" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greavese of all philosophers, the greates
of all pricsts, and dhe greates: of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
fellow, was a lyric ode wo Hermes. (See Chambers” Encwclopadia.

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjecr of the Hermeric books, James Campbell Brown
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
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Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC
FRAGMENTS

On the subject of the Hermetic
books, James Campbell Brown,
in his History of Chemistry, has
written: "Leaving the Chaldean
and earliest Egyptian periods, of
which we have remains but no
record, and from which no
names of either chemists or
philosophers have come down to
us, we now approach the
Historic Period, when books
were written, not at first upon
parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A series of early
Egyptian books is attributed to
Hermes Trismegistus, who may
have been a real savant, or may
be a personification of a long
succession of writers. He 1s
identified by some with the

Greek god Hermes, and the
Egyptian Thoth or Tuti, who was
the moon-god, and 1s
represented in ancient paintings
as ibis-headed with the disc and
crescent of the moon. The
Egyptians regarded him as the
god of wisdom, letters, and the
recording of time. It is in
consequence of the great respect
entertained for Hermes by the
old alchemists that chemical
writings were called 'hermetic,’
and that the phrase
'hermetically sealed' is still in
use to designate the closing of a
glass vessel by fusion, after the
manner of chemical
manipulators. We find the same
root in the hermetic medicines
of Paracelsus, and the hermetic

freemasonry of the Middle Ages.



T ams
A

HISTORY OF CHEMISTRY

FROM THE EARLIEST TIMES

BY THE LATE

JAMES CAMPBELL BROWN,

D.Se. tLOND.), LLD. (ABDN.),

Professor of Chemistry in the University of Liverpool

WITH A PORTRAIT AND ONE HUNDRED AND SIX
ILLUSTRATIONS

SECOND EDITION

EDITED BY

HENRY HILTON BROWN,

Procurator Fiwcal of Midlothian

LONDON
"'I"u"f A 5 ’ 8]

JAMES CAMPEELL BROWN, D.fc, LL.D. J. & A. CHURCHILL
T GREAT MARLBOROUGH STREETY

1920



XXXVIIX

T HUNDERrolled lightwingfash.
I o, the veil of the Temple was rent
from top to bettos, The veneralle

imatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light n] l"s'_y;'.(.'" The candidate,
in his plais white robe, gazed into
~ the utter Mackness framed by the
7 two great dntus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilusined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
fieminance r,;f the '\{_YSHFIC‘-. Whence it comes nome kmvm'rﬁ, suve the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the gleam-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded by a flickering greenisk skeen.
The inttiator lnvered s wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Binded bythe glory of the vevealed figure

Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was comsiderably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
T he body seemed partly transporent so that the heart and braiv could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate wxatched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Deing bave d winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
uce A..‘.h'.' };:.I.’ l' ,I £ ‘l' "A' “}L 0' ll'.‘llll"-,.l’ ’H ice
(yreatese,; all kail Thee - Prince "J‘ ,‘\!a'l:,‘(l!u'
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of |
[ sphone ™" At the same instant @ lurid worith- |
ng u’n.;jun .l‘";w-l'-‘.f i hidecus monsder,
part serpent, part crocodile, and part hog,
frrom ats mouth and nostrdls poured sheets
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
struck the advancing reptile with the ser

pent-wound stafl and with snarling cry the
.’v.J;:- " lr'l'.' OUCr 1o s '-."l'", while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quisked Typhem. The next mstant, with a
blaze of unbearable glory that sent the neo

phyte stagpering backward againsta pillay,
the immortal Hermes, folicroed by streamers
of greendsh mist, passed through the chaw

ber and faded into nothingness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the

increased ehe number to more than thirty- 30
v

six thousand (see James Gardner) - figures 1w regende

Waes

b Herwars Tovamepivens —the
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HIERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS
authorof twency thousand books; Manctho  Aaster of all arts god sotences

o sodences,
FAree W ki, Scvibe of the (ads

ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

from the invention of leteers being ateribared co him, " (In the chap.
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators belicve thae ie
was Hermes who was known o the Jews as “Enoch,” called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause bwe was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied mathematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformacion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellacion *“Thrice Grearese”™ was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greates: of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the kast poem of America’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long
fellow, was a lyric ode wo Hermes. (See Chambers” Encwclopadia.

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

On the subjece of the Hermeric books, James Campbell Brown
i ’Il\ i.":-..’. Yy of Chem Iry, iu' wrntien
Jean and carliess Egyp

tian periods, of which we have remains bt

“"Leaving the Chaldean an
no record, and from which no names of
cicher chemises or philosophers have com
c{nur: (O US, WY 110W 2P MO Iy ehe Histori
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papvrus, A serses of eatly Egvpian books
15 arenibuted to Hermies Trismcgistus, who

may have boen areal savant ormayix a
wmilxateon of a long successon of writer
* * *Heisideneibed by some with the Greck
| pod Hermes, and ehe Egvptaan Thodh or
Fuei, who was the moon-god, and is repre

SCNECd AN ANCHNT PRNUNgs as 10s-Deacsod

Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letters, and the reconding of time, e
is in consequence of the great respect enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists

that chemical writings were called 'het
metic,’ and thae the plrase "hermetically

ted' is still in us Lot he clostan
SCARCO S STR 1IN U 1O GOSIENace thc Closing
- ol a r?r:. vessel in fusion, alecs the mannce
of chemicalmanipulators. We findthesame

3 n

root in the bermerse medicines of Paracel

Ruler of the  sus, ankd the bermetic freemasonsy of thw

perfoct im all corafis, Ky
pode, and Keeper of the Booke of Lafe iddl- Sl AY
Re Theee Tormas Guraodest, the 'Piont Middle '\}-‘ -

d by 28

ancient Dpypeians ar the om Among the fragmentary writings be

bl'“ e K
bodimontof the Ehnver sad Miwal, WA in il peodid s fry ehar e acrma iy

-
which make it evident that 2 solitary - coisiod e geest sape aol educstor by 15e siere of Hermes. 1215 g, Heved to have come from the stylus of Her

divadual, even though he be overshadowed ™)
by divine prerogative, could scarcely have
accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athrmed Hermses revealed o mankind were medicing,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barreee says of Hermies
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Anciene Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

A atteegy oo et fe Ao nath e Chomne Pramoipde of T hngh

e

mibie by extricote the Aistoricad man from the ma i of egomdary cocomni s s are two famous wotks The firse y .‘l._‘.

Frserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac nvan!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both ehe cemporal and spincual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own, This is

with the diwe and crewent of the moon. The

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC
FRAGMENTS

On the subject of the Hermetic
books, James Campbell Brown,
in his History of Chemistry, has
written: "Leaving the Chaldean
and earliest Egyptian periods,
of which we have remains but
no record, and from which no
names of either chemaists or
philosophers have come down to
us, we now approach the
Historic Period, when books
were written, not at first upon
parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A series of early
Egyptian books is attributed to
Hermes Trismegistus, who may
have been a real savant, or may
be a personification of a long
succession of writers. He 1s
identified by some with the

Greek god Hermes, and the
Egyptian Thoth or Tuti, who was
the moon-god, and 1s
represented in ancient paintings
as ibis-headed with the disc and
crescent of the moon. The
Egyptians regarded him as the
god of wisdom, letters, and the
recording of time. It is in
consequence of the great respect
entertained for Hermes by the
old alchemists that chemical
writings were called 'hermetic,’
and that the phrase
'hermetically sealed' is still in
use to designate the closing of a
glass vessel by fusion, after the
manner of chemical
manipulators. We find the same
root in the hermetic medicines
of Paracelsus, and the hermetic

freemasonry of the Middle Ages.
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XXXVIIX

HUNDERrolled lightwingfash.
J e, the veil of the Temple was rent
from top to bettos, The veneralle
imatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
in his plais white robe, gazed into
~ the utter Mackness framed by the

7 two great dntus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tieminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoweth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Bebold Him!™" Suddenly, through the pleam-
g meista !u',-‘mr.-l;-,':o' wred, surronended bya flickering greenish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered fis wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Binded bythe glory of the vevealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Deing bave d winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, raising fis wand, cried owt in a lowed
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
{ .-"(d.‘:"!, all kail Thee - Privce h)‘ -‘\!l‘l:,‘il!il
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of |
[ sphome ™" At the same instant @ lurid worith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crocodile, and part hog,
’ rom oS 7!\'||.'H'| .‘l'h.' 1.:‘-'valv". '[l.'fl'l'l.' \.‘h_‘(‘!\
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
-'rm_,'f_ the aduvane ing v(!(u"-' with the ser
pent-wound stafl and with snarling cry the
fragen fell over wpom its side, while the
flames about it storely died
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen
phyte stagpering backward agaimsts pillay,
the immortal ferme b "'Il".l-'.l-l'n". fry stredmers
of greendsh mist, passed through the chaw
her ::mil.h!n‘lf inte nothiepness

gy -‘ '."l—v:/."

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the

o Aoty
I Wow i, Scvibe of th
increased ehe number to more than thirty- (A0 o e of the ¢
¥

six thousand (see James Gardner) — figures  Ineeliger

b Herwars Tosimepivens

bl'“ e .
bodimontaf the Ehiver sa! Mis

from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were borrowed from the Mystenies extablished by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformartion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation *““Thrsce Grearese'" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greavese of all philosophers, the greates
of all pricsts, and dhe greates: of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long

fellow, was a lyric ode wo Hermes. (See Chambers” Encwclopadia.

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjecr of the Hermeric books, James Campbell Brown
in his Flist ry of Chemt Iry, aas wrtien

“"Leaving the Chaldean and

it :7?'1"1 l A{\'[-
tian periods, of which we have remains bt
no record, and from which no names of
cicher chemises or philosophers have com
c{nun (O US, WY 110W 2P MO Iy thwe Histori
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon

mapvrus, A sorses of catly Eevpdian books

15 ateributed to Hermies Trismegistus, who
1Ay have boen Ill',li SAtInl o113 I a2
wmifxation of a long successon of writers
* * *Hewsideneified by some with the Greck
| god Heomes, and ehe Egvpaan Thoch or
Fuei, who was the moon-god, and is repre
wneed i ancient PRNUNGS as ibis-headed
with the disc and crewent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letters, and the reconding of time, e
is in consequence of the great respect enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists

(!‘Il \:\"‘.'. .I; Writing wan .l:l"l ‘iHT

metic,” and thae the plyase "hermetically
sealed’ is stall in vee to designace the closing

|

' M f
B Of aplass vosse! By fusion, alecs the mannce

of chemicalmanipulators. We bindthesame
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FIERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS.
authorof twency thousand books; Manctho — Atusrer £ all arts ol Adienes,

root in the bermerse medicines of Paracel

- perfoct im Wil crufis, Buder of the | sus, ankl the bermetic freemasonry of tw
pode, and Keepor of the Books of Life iddl- g |
ehe Theee Towmas Graotest, the ' Piost Middle Ages

 the anciene Lipeians an the om Among the fragmentary writings be
1, (White |

il prodadahry ehar e mirmally

which make it evident that 2 solitary i1-  coisiod e geest sape ael educstor by 15 siene of Hermes. 1213 onpos. Heved to have come from the stylus of Her
L ' . ! > i . ’ s
divadual, even though he be overshadowed  mhic b extricatetke Aisdarical raan from the mastof legondany socmats  jveg are oo famous works, The fiest s the
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by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athrmed Hermses revealed o mankind were medicing,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barrece says of Fermes
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Anciene Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC
FRAGMENTS

On the subject of the Hermetic
books, James Campbell Brown,
in his History of Chemistry, has
written: "Leaving the Chaldean
and earliest Egyptian periods, of
which we have remains but no
record, and from which no
names of either chemists or
philosophers have come down to
us, we now approach the
Historic Period, when books
were written, not at first upon
parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A series of early
Egyptian books is attributed to
Hermes Trismegistus, who may
have been a real savant, or may
be a personification of a long
succession of writers. He is
identified by some with the

Greek god Hermes, and the
Egyptian Thoth or Tuti, who
was the moon-god, and is
represented in ancient paintings
as ibis-headed with the disc and
crescent of the moon. The
Egyptians regarded him as the
god of wisdom, letters, and the
recording of time. It is in
consequence of the great respect
entertained for Hermes by the
old alchemists that chemical
writings were called 'hermetic,’
and that the phrase
'hermetically sealed' is still in
use to designate the closing of a
glass vessel by fusion, after the
manner of chemical
manipulators. We find the same
root in the hermetic medicines
of Paracelsus, and the hermetic

freemasonry of the Middle Ages.
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HUNDERrolled lightwingfash.
J e, the veil of the Temple was rent
from top to bettos, The veneralle
imatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
in his plais white robe, gazed into
~ the utter Mackness framed by the
7 two great dntus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tieminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoweth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Bebold Him!™" Suddenly, through the pleam-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded by a flickering greenisk skeen.
The inttiator lnvered fis wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Binded bythe glory of the vevealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Deing bave d winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, raising fis wand, cried owt in a lowed
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
{ .-"(d.‘:"!, all kail Thee - Privce h)‘ -‘\!l‘l:,‘il!il
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of |
[ sphome ™" At the same instant @ lurid worith-

ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,

part serpent, part crocodile, and part hog,
’ rom oS 7!\'||.'H'| .‘l'h.' 1.:‘-'valv". '[l.'fl'l'l.' \.‘h_‘(‘!\
of flame and karrible soumds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
-'rm_,'f_ the aduvane ing v(!(u"-' with the ser

pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
fragen fell over wpom its side, while the
flames about it storely died
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
blaze of unbearal
phyte stagpering backward agaimsts pillay,
the immortal ferme b "'Il".l-'.l-l'n". fry stredmers
of greendsh mist, passed through the chaw

her ::mil.h!n‘lf inte nothiepness
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SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the

o Aoty
I Wow i, Scvibe of th
increased ehe number to more than thirty- (A0 o e of the ¢
¥

six thousand (see James Gardner) — figures  Ineeliger

b Herwars Tosimepivens
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bodimontaf the Ehiver sa! Mis

from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were borrowed from the Mystenies extablished by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformartion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation *““Thrsce Grearese'" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greavese of all philosophers, the greates
of all pricsts, and dhe greates: of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long

fellow, was a lyric ode wo Hermes. (See Chambers” Encwclopadia.

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjecr of the Hermeric books, James Campbell Brown
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
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first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papvrus, A serses of eatly Egvpian books

15 ateributed to Hermies Trismegistus, who
1Ay have boen Ill',li SAtInl o113 I a2
wmifxation of a long successon of writers
* * *Hewsideneified by some with the Greck
| god Heomes, and ehe Egvpaan Thoch or
Fuei, who was the moon-god, and is repre
wneed i ancient PRNUNGS as ibis-headed
with the disc and crewent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letters, and the reconding of time, e
is in consequence of the great respect enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists

(!‘Il \:\"‘.'. .I; Writing wan .l:l"l ‘iHT

metic,” and thae the plyase "hermetically
sealed’ is stall in vee to designace the closing

|

' M f
B Of aplass vosse! By fusion, alecs the mannce

of chemicalmanipulators. We bindthesame

Frown Thistersa Dowsem Vanidicornm }

FIERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS.
authorof twency thousand books; Manctho — Atusrer £ all arts ol Adienes,

root in the bermerse medicines of Paracel
Ruler of the  sus, ankd the bermetic freemasonsy of thw
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which make it evident that 2 solitary i1-  coisiod e geest sape ael educstor by 15 siene of Hermes. 1213 onpos. Heved to have come from the stylus of Her
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divadual, even though he be overshadowed  mhic b extricatetke Aisdarical raan from the mastof legondany socmats  jveg are oo famous works, The fiest s the
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by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athrmed Hermses revealed o mankind were medicing,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barrece says of Fermes
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Anciene Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC
FRAGMENTS

On the subject of the Hermetic
books, James Campbell Brown,
in his History of Chemistry, has
written: "Leaving the Chaldean
and earliest Egyptian periods, of
which we have remains but no
record, and from which no
names of either chemists or
philosophers have come down to
us, we now approach the
Historic Period, when books
were written, not at first upon
parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A series of early
Egyptian books is attributed to
Hermes Trismegistus, who may
have been a real savant, or may
be a personification of a long
succession of writers. He 1s
identified by some with the

Greek god Hermes, and the
Egyptian Thoth or Tuti, who was
the moon-god, and 1is
represented in ancient paintings
as ibis-headed with the disc and
crescent of the moon. The
Egyptians regarded him as the
god of wisdom, letters, and the
recording of time. It is in
consequence of the great respect
entertained for Hermes by the
old alchemists that chemical
writings were called 'hermetic,’
and that the phrase 'hermetically
sealed' s still in use to designate
the closing of a glass vessel by
fusion, after the manner of
chemical manipulators. We find
the same root in the hermetic
medicines of Paracelsus, and the
hermetic freemasonry of the
Midcdle Ages."
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HUNDERrolled lightwingfash.
J e, the veil of the Temple was rent
from top to bettos, The veneralle
imatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
e | darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
in his plais white robe, gazed into
o the utter Mackness framed by the
~ two great dotus-headed columns
betrween which the veil had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
fieminance r.;f the '\f_‘fffl"ll“-. Whence it comes nome .Qm vm'rfl, suve the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the gleam-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded by a flickering greenisk skeen.
The inttiator lnvered s wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe glory of the revealed figure

Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was comsiderably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
T he body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and braie could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Deing bave d winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, raising kis wand, cried owt in a lowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
(preatese,; all kail Thee - Prince 't{.‘ ,‘\!a'l:,‘(l!u'

hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of |
[ sphone 1" At the same instant @ lurid sorith-

ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crocodile, and part hog,

frrom s mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of flame and karrible soumds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
truck the advancing reptile with the ser
pent-wound stafl and with snarling cry the
fragen fell over wpom its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quisked Typhem. The next mstant, with a
blaze of unbearable glory that sent the neo
phyte stagpering backward againsta pillay,

the immortal fermes, followved by streamers
of v,:,-n'nnt't mist, i ssed through the cham
ber ::':J'/-h!nf inte nothiepness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared co him, " (In the chap.
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators belicve thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause bwe was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied mathematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revercd
for his reformacion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation *““Thrsce Grearese'" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greates: of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the kast poem of America’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long
fellow, was a lyric ode wo Hermes. (See Chambers” Enowclopadia

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

On the subjece of the Hermeric books, James Campbell Brown
in his Flist Yy of Chem Iry. has written
*"Leaving the Chaldean and caslicst Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bt
no record, and from which no names of
cicher chemises or philosophers have com
down o w s W 110W 2P IO Iy ehe Histori
Period, when books were written, not at

first upon parchment or paper, but upon
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may have boen areal sas Il O11152) Ix AP
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wneed i ancient Panngs a shis-headed
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Egvpeians regarded him as eh i
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lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the FIERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS. root in the bermerse medicines of Paracel

authorof twency thousand books; Manctho  Aaster of all arts and sotences. perfoct in wli
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increased ehe number to more than thirty- U0 P e s
six thowsand (see James Gardner) - figures o

which make it evident that a solitary - o ived e geest sape ael edu
divadual, even though he be overshadowed ™)
by divine prerogative, could scarcely have
accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athrmed Hermses revealed to mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barreee says of Hermies
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from God and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Anciene Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

corufie, Ry
and Keeper of the Booke of Lafe 1 Aoee
ehe Three Tornas Graokest, the ' Priost Middle Ages

Waencer' svar regorded by the amcient Fpyptiant ar the om [‘“H‘llf |!x- fragmwentary writings I\-
bodimontef the Ehiiver sal Miwd, Wity s N - N 3

] . . dor by 10k mbene of Ilirmes. 1 13 ovpwn.  HEVEd to have come from the stylus of Her

mtie by entricote the Aistoricad maon fromm the martof egomdary covowni e
b atteegy oo i et fe Ao nth e Cammng Pramaipde of T hngh

Ruler of the  sus, ankd the bermetic freemasonsy of thw
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s are two famous works, The fiest s the
Feserald Table, and the second ssthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s thar he was one of the few philosopler-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in 3 more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac nvan!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spincual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own, This is

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC
FRAGMENTS

On the subject of the Hermetic
books, James Campbell Brown,
in his History of Chemistry, has
written: "Leaving the Chaldean
and earliest Egyptian periods, of
which we have remains but no
record, and from which no
names of either chemists or
philosophers have come down to
us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written,
not at first upon parchment or
paper, but upon papyrus. A series
of early Egyptian books is
attributed to Hermes
Trismegistus, who may have
been a real savant, or may be a
personification of a long
succession of writers. He 1s
identified by some with the

Greek god Hermes, and the
Egyptian Thoth or Tuti, who was
the moon-god, and 1s
represented in ancient paintings
as ibis-headed with the disc and
crescent of the moon. The
Egyptians regarded him as the
god of wisdom, letters, and the
recording of time. It is in
consequence of the great respect
entertained for Hermes by the
old alchemists that chemical
writings were called 'hermetic,’
and that the phrase
'hermetically sealed’ is still in
use to designate the closing of a
glass vessel by fusion, after the
manner of chemical
manipulators. We find the same
root in the hermetic medicines of
Paracelsus, and the hermetic
freemasonry of the Middle Ages."
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HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
iatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
in his plais white robe, gazed into
"'-.__f._‘v»_t = “} the utter Mackness framed by the
= two great dtus-headed columns
betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed !l.'»:.'[H'l'l-it‘qll."nuf the -lh::u\"u’;uf wndil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tieminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoweth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
g meista !u',v,mr.-ll-,':c':n.‘(.'. surrotended !'r_y(i].'n: kering greenish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure

Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Deing bave d winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-

wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
(ireatese; all kail Thee ' Prince 'n)‘ -‘\l'l‘l:,‘ all
hail Thee who standeth upon the head of
I yphon ™" At the same instant @ lurid sorith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part '.ro"v_q{ [\l!f cr i.l«.'ll'-'_ -l'll.’ [\J.'l ’2'A',7‘.
’ rom oS 7!\'||.'H'| .'lm.' naostrils jcm'u'l.’ *.‘hf(‘!\
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
-'rw_-’f_ the advane ing rr!n"-' with the ser

pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
fragos fell over wpon its sude, while the
flames about it storely died
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen

phyte stagpering backward agaimsts pillay,
the immortal Flermes, folicrved by streamers
of greendsh mist, passed through the chaw
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SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the

authorof twency thousand books; Manctho — Atusrer f oll drts ded acdeneen
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HIERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS
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pode, and Keepor of the Books of Life
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformacion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese"" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjecr of the Hermeric books, James Campbell Brown
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
*"Leaving the Chaldean and caslicst Egyp
tian periodds, of which we have remains but
no record, and from which no names of
cicher chemises or philosophers have com
tiuun (O US, WY 110W 2P IO Iy ehe Histori
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon

papyrus, A seres of eaely 1 wypeian books

1Ay have boen Ill',li SAtInl o113 I a2
wmifscation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisideneibed by some with the Greck
‘I',JE e IS, an I ehe | pyplian I hoeh o1
Fuei, who was the moon-god, and is repre
seneed i ancient PRNUNGS as ibis-headed
with the disc and crewent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letters, and the reconding of time, e
is in consequence of the great respect enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
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metic,’ and thae the phrase Thermetically
sealed’ s still in wee vo designace the closing
B of a plass vessel by fusion, alees che mannes
of chemicalmanipulators. We findthesame
root in the bermerse medicines of Paracel
Ruler of the  sus, ankd the bermetic freemasonsy of thw
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by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Bareeet says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hermyes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chrond
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the temporal and spinvcual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

15 areributed to Hermies Trismegistus, who

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC
FRAGMENTS

On the subject of the Hermetic
books, James Campbell Brown,
in his History of Chemistry, has
written: "Leaving the Chaldean
and earliest Egyptian periods, of
which we have remains but no
record, and from which no
names of either chemists or
philosophers have come down to
us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written,
not at first upon parchment or
paper, but upon papyrus. A series
of early Egyptian books is
attributed to Hermes
Trismegistus, who may have
been a real savant, or may be a
personification of a long
succession of writers. He 1s
identified by some with the

Greek god Hermes, and the
Egyptian Thoth or Tuti, who was
the moon-god, and 1s
represented in ancient paintings
as ibis-headed with the disc and
crescent of the moon. The
Egyptians regarded him as the
god of wisdom, letters, and the
recording of time. It is in
consequence of the great respect
entertained for Hermes by the
old alchemists that chemical
writings were called 'hermetic,’
and that the phrase 'hermetically
sealed' s still in use to designate
the closing of a glass vessel by
fusion, after the manner of
chemical manipulators. We find
the same root in the hermetic
medicines of Paracelsus, and the
hermetic freemasonry of the
Middle Ages."
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The Bife and Wrifings of EBoth Hermes Crismeaistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash-
o, the veil of the Temple was rent
from top to bettoes, The venerable
mitiator, in his robes of blue and
gold, slowly raised kis feweled
waind and podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silten cuertain; * Behold the
Light of Egypt!" The candidate,
i has plais white robe, gazed into
the utter Mlackness framed by the
two great dotus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft gl as he scanned the shimemering clowd for some tangabie object,
I ke initiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold is the secret
tuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes none kioweeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed e
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salication. The neophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate wxitched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Deing hare a winged
rod, entwined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, raising kis wand, cried out in a lowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hail Thee who standetk upon the head of
! '.M‘NI’" )’h’(’u' sadmic imstant a l‘lu ﬁ! 11.‘.'!."!-
ing drdgon appeared—a hidecus monster,
part serpent, part crocedile, and part hog,
frrom ats mouth and nostrils poured sheets
of fame and harrible scamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermes
struck the advancing reptile with the ser-
pent- wound s xﬂ and with sdriing cry the
dragen: fell over wpon its side, while the
flames about it storely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the wan.
quished Typhem, The next imstant, with a
blaze of unbearable glory that sent the neo
phyte stagpering backward agaimsta pillay,
the immortal [lermes, followwed by streamers
.,[ gvrrmu'l mast, i ssed thrrm;!h the cham-
ber and faded into nothingness,

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

b

increased ehe number to more than thirty -

Frown Tlistersa Dowsem Vot dicornm o
lamblichus averred thae Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS root in the henmetk medicines of Paracel-
authorof twenty thousand books; Manctho  Atuster of all arts aed scfences, perfoct in wli crufis, Kuder of the  sus, atdd the bermctic frecmasoney of the

from the invention of leteers being ateribated to him. " (In the chap.
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan kuters.) Investigators believe thae it
was Hermes who was known o the Jews as “Enoch,” called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered through the form of the planet Mezcury
becawse this body is nearest to the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablee and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Hall of Osiris —a ritual of great sig-
nificance. Hermes 1= of it importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were borrowed from the Mystenies established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformation of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, dhus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrice Greatese™ was given to Hermes be
cause he was considered the greavese of all philosophers, the greates
of all pricsts, and ehe greatest of all kings. e is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.)

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

On the subjece of the Hermeric books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written

""Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp

tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cicher chemisss or philosophers have come
down o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A serics of eatly Egypeian books
15 areributed to Mlermics Trismegistus, who
may have boen areal sasane, ot may be a per-
wmifxcation of a long succesion of writers

* * *Heisidentibed by some wich the Greek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thodh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre

writed in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as che god of wis

dom, letrers, and the recording of tme. le
is in consequence of the great respece enter

tained for Hermes by the ol alchemists
that chamical writings were called 'het-
metic,” and thae the phrase "hermetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, afeer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
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six thousand (see James Gardner) — figures  Ireelbgencer™ wnas reganded by the amcient Dppeians as the om Among the fragmentary writings be
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which make it evident that 2 Solitary - cuises  grest rape sl edvcstir by the sime of Hirmes. st s mpos. | Heved to have come from the stylus of Her
dividual, even though he be overshadowed et extricoteshe Aistariciai ran from the mavnof iegondary sccmets 1< aee e famos works, The fiese 1s the

by divine prerogative, could scarcely have
accomplished such a monumental labor. Among the ares and sciences
whiich it is athrmed Hernes revealed to mankind were medicineg,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Bilographia Antiqua, Francis Barreee says of Hermes: ' * * *
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonserated himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man. "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets, In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "'l have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

b areegy oo ddentifs Aen nath ihe Commne Pramaipde of Thngh

Feeerald Table, and the second ssthe Divine
Pymutnder, or, as i is more commonly called, T he Shepherd of Men,
a dicussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes is that he was one of the few philosopler-priests of
pagandom upon whom the early Christians dish noe vent cheir spleen
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Hermes exhib
ited many sympoms of intclligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a2 moee enlightened age o thac be might have bencheed by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chroni
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
origimal forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spinicual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

Among the fragmentary
writings believed to have
come from the stylus of
Hermes are two famous
works. The first is the
Emerald Table, and the
second is the Divine
Pymander, or, as it is more
commonly called, The
Shepherd of Men, a
discussion of which follows.
One outstanding point in
connection with Hermes is
that he was one of the few

philosopher-priests of
pagandom upon whom the
early Christians did not
vent their spleen. Some
Church Fathers went so far
as to declare that Hermes
exhibited many symptoms
of intelligence, and that if
he had only been born in a
more enlightened age so
that he might have
benefited by their
instructions he would have
been a really great man!
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The Bife and Writings of EBoth Hermes Crismeaistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingfash-
e, the veil of the Temple vwas rent
from top to bettoms, The venerable
mitiatar, in his robes of blue and
pold, sloncly raised his feweled
wweind drd podnted swith it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egypt!" The candidate,
in has plais white robe, gazed into
the utter Mackness framed by the
two great dotus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glonw as he scavned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
fuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed e
hand edgewise against his breast in kusble salication. The necphste
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure

Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and braie could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed o an 1bis, and the brain into ¢ flashing emevald. I Its
hand this mysterious Deing bare a winged
rod, entwined with serpents, The aged in-
widtor, rdising fiis mm-;l', cried ot in a lowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
1 sphome!*" At the same instant @ lorid sorith-
mg Jn.;‘,mx .l,'t,‘l(.‘l'f:f d hidecus monsler,
part serpent, part crocedile, and part hog,
frrom dts mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of flame and karribile scamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Herses
struck the advancing reptile with the ser-
pent-wound stafl and with snarling cry the
dragon fell over wpom its sude, while the
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flames about it storely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typhem, The next imstant, with a
blaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen

phyte stagpering backward agaimsta pillay,
the immortal Flermes, folicrved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas.
ber and faded into nothingness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the
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from the invention of leteers being ateribuared to him, "' (In the chap-
ter on ehe theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmean kewters.) Investigators believe chae it
was Hermes who was known o the Jews as “Enoch,” called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered through the form of the planet Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Flall of Osizis —a ritual of great sig-
nificance. Hermes &= of fine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were borrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomeric solids. Hermes s also revercd
for his reformacion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, dhus establishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellacion *“Thrice Grearese™" was given to Hermes be
cause he was considered the greatvese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the kast poem of America’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.)

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cicher chemisss or philosophers have come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boen areal sasane, ot may be a per-
wmilkation of a long succesion of writers
* * * Heisidentified by some wigh the Greek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thodh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
writed i ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and crewent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letrers, and the recording of time, e
is in consequence of the great respect enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,” and thae the phrase "hermetically
sealed! is still in vee to designace the closing
of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetie medicines of Paracel-
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authorof twenty thousand books; Manctho  Auster of all arts aed soiences, perfoct in wll crufis, Ruder of the  sus, atkd the bermctic freemasoney of the
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increased ehe number to more than thiry- (0% 700 Tesumegisens—the Three Tumas Graotest, the ' Piest Middle Ages.

six thousand (see James Gardner) — figures  Treeligencer™ wnan regarded by the amcient Epptions ar the om Among the fragmentary weitings by

g bodimontef the Ehnvr sad Misd, WAL in add probada hry ehar v acrmally
which make it evident that 2 SOlEALY (1= coistod w pret sape sl eudrstor by 15e mtere of [lérmes. 1t 15 ovfurs
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divadual, even though he be overshadowed
by divine prerogative, could scarcely have
accomplished such a monumental labor. Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hernses revealed to mankind were medicing,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barrett says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstrated himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hermyes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Anciene Mythology,
Bryant writes: "'l have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

lieved to have come from che stylus of Her

Feserald Table, and the second ssthe Ditine
Pymutnder, or, as it is more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a dicussion of which follows, One outstanding poing in connection
with Hermes is that he was one of the few philosopber-priests of
pagandom tpon whom the early Christians disd noe vent cheirspleen
Some Church Fathers wene so far as to declare thag Hermes exhib
ited many sympoms of intclligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age wo thac e might have benchged by
their insructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chroni-
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spinscual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This i

Among the fragmentary
writings believed to have
come from the stylus of
Hermes are two famous
works. The first is the
Emerald Table, and the
second is the Divine
Pymander, or, as it is more
commonly called, The
Shepherd of Men, a
discussion of which
follows. One outstanding
point in connection with
Hermes is that he was one

of the few philosopher-
priests of pagandom upon
whom the early Christians
did not vent their spleen.
Some Church Fathers went
so far as to declare that
Hermes exhibited many
symptoms of intelligence,
and that if he had only been
born in a more enlightened
age so that he might have
benefited by their
instructions he would have
been a really great man!



<, ;
t

PRYLHVBRIETH®

Ay

—

£ T

- -
-

‘.\l.

-
.\f g.

S

' o |
: .\m\‘ ot
* 'li)' ).,__‘ .

RE
0)"{0

K2, o W ..'
. .';;'. :&..

TASE o

London ,

s
\

P Y M A | NDER

HL’)?’I(’S Aft’f cm'm.s T;'{["H’g{ﬂﬂf ;.
XVIIL Booxks.

Tran{lated formcrly out |

of the Arabick into Greck | and
thence into Latine, and D.vtcb |

now out of the Originz¥ -
£ weo Ewglifh; -
(L 4 |

By that Learned Divine
Doctor Evermd

e —— e — - -—a—

53
Prmtcd by Robert W’ 'm,f
for Tro Brewfler, and Greg. Adoule, l

ac the Three Bibles in chc Posel-
ey, under Mildreds
Church. 1650.

4 R RS R MMQ

1

,1

If we consult alchemical manuscripts,
no matter the date or author or
language, we find constant mention of
Hermes Trismegistus, who was indeed
considered, and sometimes
designated, the father of alchemy. In a
treatise attributed to Albertus
Magnus, we are told that the tomb of
Hermes was discovered by Alexander
the Great in a cave near Hebron. In
this was found a slab of emerald,
which had been taken from the hands
of the dead Hermes, by "Sarah, the
wife of Abraham," and which had
inscribed upon it, in Phoenician
characters, the precepts of the great
master concerning the art of making
gold. The inscription consisted of
thirteen sentences, and is to be found
in numerous alchemical works. It is
for the most part very difficult to
understand, and in this respect

closely resembles most of the great
mass of the middle age alchemical
literature. The following is cited as the
inscription of the Smaragdine Table,
[Emerald Tablet] and is to be found in
very early MSS. in various languages:

"Firstly.— I speak not fictitious things,
but that which 1s certain and most
true.

What is below, is like that
which 1s above; and what 1s above, 1S

Secondly.-

like that which is below: to accomplish
the miracle of one thing.

Thirdly.—
produced by the one word of one Being,

And as all things were

so all things were produced from this
one thing by adaptation.

Fourthly.— Its father is the sun, its
mother the moon, the wind carries it in
its belly, its nurse is the earth.
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CHAPTER IV
HERMETIC MAGIC

[t is in Egypt that Magic attains the
grade of completion as a universal
science and is formulated as a
perfect doctrine. As a summary of all
the dogmas which obtained in the
ancient world, nothing surpasses
and indeed nothing equals those few
paragraphs graven on precious
stone by Hermes and denominated
the Emerald Tablet. Unity of being
and unity in the harmony of things,
according to the ascending and
descending scales; progressive and
proportional evolution of the Word,;
immutable law of equilibrium and
graduated progress of universal

analogies; correspondence between
the idea and its expression
providing a measure of likeness
between Creator and created;
essential mathematics of the
infinite, proved by the dimensions of
a single angle in the finite: all this is
expressed by the one proposition:
"that which is above is like that
which is below, and that which is
below is like that which is above, for
the fulfillment of the wonders of the
one thing." Hereunto are added the
revelation and illuminating
description of the creative agent,
the pantomorphic fire [capable of
assuming all shapes], the great
medium of occult force—in a word,
the Astral Light.



THE GREAT HERMETIC ARCANUM

Hermes goes on to set forth in what
manner this light, which is also a
force, can be applied as a lever, as an
universal dissolvent and as a
formative and coagulative agent;
how also this light must be extracted
from the bodies in which it lies
latent in order to imitate all the
artifices of Nature by the aid of its
diverse manifestations as fire,
motion, splendour, radiant gas,
scalding water or finally igneous

earth. The Emerald Tablet contains
all Magic in a single page.* The other
works attributed to Hermes, such as
the Divine Pymander, Asclepius,
Minerva of the World, etc., are
generally regarded by critics as
productions of the School of
Alexandria; but they contain
notwithstanding the Hermetic

—facing p.394 in The Hustory of
Magic, by Eliphas Lewi

traditions which were preserved in
theurgic sanctuaries. For those who
possess the keys of symbolism the
doctrines of Hermes can never be
lost; amidst all their ruin, the
monuments of Egypt are as so many
scattered leaves which can be
collected, and the book of those
doctrines thus reconstructed
entirely. In that vast book, the capital
letters are temples and the
sentences are cities punctuated with
obelisks and by the sphinx.

*The legend concerning the Emerald
Tablet is that it was found by Alexander
the Great in the tomb of Hermes, which
was hidden by the priests of Egypt in the
depths of the Great Pyramid of Gizeh. It
was supposed to have been written by
Hermes on a large plate of emerald by
means of a pointed diamond.
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XXXVII

ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash-
o, the vedl of the Temple was rent
from top to bettoms, The venerable
mitiatar, in his robes of blue and
aold, slonly raised his feweled
wweind ard podnted soith it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken csertain: ** Behold the
Light of Egypt!" The candidate,
51 anhas plaim white robe, gazed into
\L} the utter Mlackness framed by the
= two great dtus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
fuminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoveeth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded bya flickering greewish sheen,
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure
Ganung courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and braie could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed o an 1bis, and the brain into ¢ flashing emevald. I Its
hand this mysterious Being bave a winged
r «i_ erstwined with serpents, The 1-';:(11 -
widtor, rdising fiis u-xm-‘.l',-;r:l'il' onet 112 o loned
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
1 yphome 1" At the same instant @ lurdd worith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part cr wodile, and part ’x'r,?,.
Frrome a5 mouth and wostrdls pored sheets
of fame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermes
struck the advancing reptile with the ser
pent-wotnd stafl and with snariing cry the
dragen fell over wpon it sede, while the

flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
blaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen

phyte stagpering backward againsts pillay,
the immortal Fermes, folivved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas

ber and faded into nothingness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

increased ehe number to more than thirty -

Frown Thistersa Dowsem ot dicernms e
lamblichus averred that Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TREMEGISTUS root in the henmetie medicines of Paracel-
authorof twenty thousand books: Manctho  Ataster of all arts aod sciences. perfoct im wll crufis, Kuder of the  sus, and the bermetic freemasonry of the

from the invention of leteers being ateribuared to him, "' (In the chap-
ter on ehe theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmean kewters.) Investigators believe chae it
was Hermes who was known o the Jews as “Enoch,” called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered through the form of the planet Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearest 10 God, and became known as the Messenger of the Gods

In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablee and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of fine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were borrowed from the Mystesies established by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformartion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, dhus establishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese"" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the kast poem of America’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long
fellow, was a lyric ode wo Hermes. (See Chambers” Encwclopadia.)
THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains but
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A serics of eatly Egypaian books
15 aceributed to Hermies Trismegistus, who
may have boen a real sasane, ot may be aper
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * * Heisidentified by some wigh the Greek
pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thodh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
writed i ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and crewent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letrers, and the recording of time, e
is in consequence of the great respect enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,” and thae the phrase hermetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing

of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame

TAree Workds, Scvibe of the Gade, and Keeper of the Booke of Lafe, Ao "
TAuth Herwaes Tosimegisens —ehe Theoe Termas Craotest, the 'Piest ‘\'"‘L“‘ “’-“'

six thousand (see James Gardner) — figures  Inteligencer™ annn regarded by the amcient Dppeians as the om Among the fragmentary writings Ix

bodimontof tAe Ehivwrsad M, A0 iw add pradad s hry ehar e acrma iy
which make it evident that 2 solltArY (e ooised e geet sape sl edvcatir by 15 mberd of [lermes. i1 15 borpars
mibie by extricote the Aistoricad man from the ma i of egomdary cocomni s
ol atteegy 00 ddenti s Ao nath dhe Camme Pramoipde of Thngh

divadual, even though he be overshadowed
by divine prerogative, could scarcely have
accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hernses revealed to mankind were medicing,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks.

In his Blographia Antiqua, Francis Barreee says of Hermes:
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonserated himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hermyes to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

lieved to have come from the stylus of Her
s are two famous works, The first s the

‘weerald Table, and the second wsthe Divine
Pymutnder, or, as it is more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a dicussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes is thar he was one of the few philosopler-priests of
pagandom tpon whom the early Christians disd noe vent cheirspleen
Some Church Fathers wene so far as to declare thag Hermes exhib
ited many sympoms of intclligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age wo thac e might have benchged by
their insructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Stromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chroni
clers of pagan bore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermies and the importance with shich
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spinscual powers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own, This i

Among the fragmentary
writings believed to have
come from the stylus of
Hermes are two famous
works. The first is the
Emerald Table, and the
second is the Divine
Pymander, or, as it is more
commonly called, The
Shepherd of Men, a
discussion of which follows.
One outstanding point in
connection with Hermes is
that he was one of the few

philosopher-priests of
pagandom upon whom the
early Christians did not
vent their spleen. Some
Church Fathers went so far
as to declare that Hermes
exhibited many symptoms
of intelligence, and that if
he had only been born in a
more enlightened age so
that he might have
benefited by their
instructions he would have
been a really great man!
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hand this mysterious Deing bave d winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
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wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Cireatese; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of
I yphon ™" At the same instant @ lurid sorith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crocedile, and part hog,
frrom dts mouth and wostrils poured sheets
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
-!rul_‘L._ the advine ing r-’!(l"ﬂ' with the ser

pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
dragon fell over wpom its sude, while the
flames about it storely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the wan.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen

phyte stagpering backward agaimsts pillay,
the immortal Fermes, folivved by streamers
of greendsk mist, passed through the chas

ber and faded into nothingness
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was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and scrves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
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studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
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from 360 to 365 days, dhus establishing a precedens which still pre
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cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
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in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and earliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
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down 1o us, we now approach the Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
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pod Heemes, and ehe Egypaaan Thoeh or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of time. e
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,” and thae the phrase hermetically
sealed! is still in vee to designace the closing
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by divine prezogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
ory. Ompheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barreee says of Hermes: "' * * *
i God ever appeared in man, he appeared in bim, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstrated himself to have been noe only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

Freserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib-
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Sromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chront
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concerning the
original forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spiricual poswers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows

"For the Egyptians pursue a philosophy of their own. This is

In his Stromata, Clement of
Alexandria, one of the few
chroniclers of pagan lore
whose writings have been
preserved to this age, gives
practically all the information
that is known concerning the
original forty-two books of
Hermes and the importance
with which these books were
regarded by both the temporal
and spiritual powers of Egypt.
Clement describes one of their
ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursue a
philosophy of their own. This is
principally shown by their
sacred ceremonial. For first
advances the Singer, bearing
some one of the symbols of
music. For they say that he
must learn two of the books of

Hermes, the one of which
contains the hymns of the
gods, the second the
regulations for the king's life.
And after the Singer advances
the Astrologer, with a horologe
in his hand, and a palm, the
symbols of astrology. He must
have the astrological books of
Hermes, which are four in
number, always in his mouth.
Of these, one is about the
order of the fixed stars that are
visible, and another about the
conjunctions and luminous

appearances of the sun and
moon; and the rest respecting
their risings. Next in order
advances the sacred Scribe,
with wings on his head, and in
his hand a book and rule, in
which were writing ink and the
reed, with which they write.
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ber ::mi].h!nf inte nothiepness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the

authorof twency thousand books; Manctho — Atusrer £ oll drts el anleneen

o wodene
TAvee Wow iy, Scvibe of the

increased the number to more than thiry- 5008 R0 0 SN
six thousand (see James Gardner) — figures  Ineeliger fe
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformacion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese"" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Claldean and carliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach che Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Hermes, and ehe Egyptian Thoch or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of time. e
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,’ and that the phrase ‘heemetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing

N of aglass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetic medicines of Paracel-

Ruder of the  sus, ankd the bermetic freemasoney of the

Middle Ages.'"

ancient Dpypeians ar the om Among the fragmentary writings be

voe Towmas Cpradent the 'Piowm

wer''anan regerded
bodimontof the Ehiver sad Misad, WA in il peadad s fry ehar e acrma iy

which make ic evident chat a solitary in-  coives

] I
v grett sape sl edvcator fey 15e mbere of Permes. it 1y impus.  HEVEd to have come from the stylus of Mer
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dividual, even though he be overshadowed  2ifcp extricate the hinsarical ran frem the mainaf legondary svmls  yyes are two famous works, The firse 1sthe

by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barreee says of Hermes: "' * * *
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstrated himself to have been noe only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Sromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chront
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is koown concemming the
original forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spiritual poswers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own, This s

In his Stromata, Clement of
Alexandria, one of the few
chroniclers of pagan lore
whose writings have been
preserved to this age, gives
practically all the information
that is known concerning the
original forty-two books of
Hermes and the importance
with which these books were
regarded by both the temporal
and spiritual powers of Egypt.
Clement describes one of their
ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursue a
philosophy of their own. This is
principally shown by their
sacred ceremonial. For first
advances the Singer, bearing
some one of the symbols of
music. For they say that he
must learn two of the books of

Hermes, the one of which
contains the hymns of the
gods, the second the
regulations for the king's life.
And after the Singer advances
the Astrologer, with a
horologe in his hand, and a
palm, the symbols of astrology.
He must have the astrological
books of Hermes, which are
four in number, always in his
mouth. Of these, one is about
the order of the fixed stars that
are visible, and another about
the conjunctions and luminous
appearances of the sun and
moon; and the rest respecting
their risings. Next in order
advances the sacred Scribe,
with wings on his head, and in
his hand a book and rule, in
which were writing ink and the
reed, with which they write.
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HUNDERrolled lightwingfash.
J e, the veil of the Temple was rent
from top to bettos, The veneralle
imatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
in his plais white robe, gazed into
~ the utter Mackness framed by the

7 two great dntus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tieminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoweth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Bebold Him!™" Suddenly, through the pleam-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded by a flickering greenisk skeen.
The inttiator lnvered fis wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Binded bythe glory of the vevealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Deing bave d winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, raising fis wand, cried owt in a lowed
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
{ .-"(d.‘:"!, all kail Thee - Privce h)‘ -‘\!l‘l:,‘il!il
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of |
[ sphome ™" At the same instant @ lurid worith-
R

ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crocodile, and part hog,
’ rom oS 7!\'||.'H'| .‘l'h.' 1.:‘-'valv". '[l.'fl'l'l.' \.‘h_‘(‘!\
of flame and karrible soumds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
-'rm_,'f_ the aduvane ing v(!(u"-' with the ser
pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
fragen fell over wpom its side, while the
flames about it storely died
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a

gy -‘ '."l—v:/."

hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen

phyte stagpering backward agaimsts pillay,
the immortal ferme b "'Il".l-'.l-l'n". fry stredmers
of greendsh mist, passed through the chaw

her ::mil.h!n‘lf inte nothiepness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the

o e
TAvee Wow iy, Scvibe of the

increased ehe number to more than thirty- 3
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sodn, and Keepar of the Books of Life
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were borrowed from the Mystenies extablished by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformartion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation *““Thrsce Grearese'" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greavese of all philosophers, the greates
of all pricsts, and dhe greates: of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
fellow, was a lyric ode wo Hermes. (See Chambers” Encwclopadia.

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Claldean and carliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemises or philosophers have come
down 1o us, we now approach che Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper

wmilxation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibed by some wigh the Gireek
[ pod Heemes, and che Egypuan Thoch or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and crewent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letrers, and the recording of time, le
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “het
metic,’ and that the phrase ‘heemetically

sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing

N of a plass vessel by fusion, alees the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the hermetie medicines of Paracel-

Ruler of the  sus, ankd the bermctic frecmasonsy of the

Middle Ages.'"

which make it evident that 2 solitary i1-  coisiod e geest sape ael educstor by 15 siene of Hermes. 1213 onpos. Heved to have come from the stylus of Her
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by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athrmed Hermses revealed o mankind were medicing,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Bareeee says of Hermes "' * * *
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Anciene Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Sromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chront
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concemning the
original forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spiritual poswers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follovws

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This is

In his Stromata, Clement of
Alexandria, one of the few
chroniclers of pagan lore
whose writings have been
preserved to this age, gives
practically all the information
that is known concerning the
original forty-two books of
Hermes and the importance
with which these books were
regarded by both the temporal
and spiritual powers of Egypt.
Clement describes one of their
ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursue a
philosophy of their own. This is
principally shown by their
sacred ceremonial. For first
advances the Singer, bearing
some one of the symbols of
music. For they say that he
must learn two of the books of

Hermes, the one of which
contains the hymns of the
gods, the second the
regulations for the king's life.
And after the Singer advances
the Astrologer, with a horologe
in his hand, and a palm, the
symbols of astrology. He must
have the astrological books of
Hermes, which are four in
number, always in his mouth.
Of these, one is about the
order of the fixed stars that are
visible, and another about the
conjunctions and luminous

appearances of the sun and
moon; and the rest respecting
their risings. Next in order
advances the sacred Scribe,
with wings on his head, and in
his hand a book and rule, in
which were writing ink and the
reed, with which they write.
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And now, for it is time, I will prove
their orgies to be full of imposture
and quackery. And if you have been
initiated, you will laugh all the more
at these fables of yours which have

been held in honour. -Exhortation to
the Heathen, ch.2

Clement of Alexandria



STROMATA




"There is a particle of truth in the
statement of Clement of Alexandria
that the Egyptians had forty-two
sacred writings by Hermes (Thoth),
in so far as these texts, which include
geographical and medical works
among others, constitute the entire
range of material available for the
education of priests. The reference
to Thoth's authorship... is based on
ancient tradition; the figure forty-
two probably stems from the number
of Egyptian nomes, and thus conveys

GF“IEU MUHENZ 5 the notion of completeness.”

| 1he German by Ann E. KESP

-Egyptian Religion by Siegfried Morenz
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ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

HUNDERrolled lightwingflash
J e, the veil of the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
imatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
M wand and poduted soith it into the

| darkness revealed by the tearing
AL of the silben caertain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype!" The candidate,
in has plais white robe, gazed into
, the utter Mackness framed by the
~ two great dotus-headed columns
betrween which the veil had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I ke insriatar spoke again; "' This Light which ye behold is the secret
tieminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoweth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the gleam-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded by a flickering greenisk skeen.
The inttiator lnvered s wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salication. The neophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Binded bythe glory of the vevealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was comsiderably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
T he body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and braie could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed into an ibis, and the brain into @ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Deing bave d winged
rod, entwined with serpents, The aged in

wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce M Al kaid Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
Createse; all kail Thee, Prince of Men; all
hail Thee who standetk upon the head of |
sphone 1" At the same instant @ luridd worith-
ing drdgom appeared—a hidecus monster,
part serpent, part crocodile, and part hog,
frrom s 1v\'||.'fl'| and nostrils ‘l-.'.‘l'u'u' ‘.‘llfl"\
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermees
truck the advine ng vr'Nn"u' with the ser
pent-wound stafl and with snarling cry the
.’v.J;j- " fr'V'.' OUCr A Ars '-."l"', while the

- i

flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
f laced His _('h 4 upon the --t",u.']' u," the van.
4!'1:‘h:'.f f‘-,"l'!-"v T he next instant, wath o

blaze of unbearable glory that sent the neo

ES

I
vard agaimsta pillay,
i)

;J:T.(f Sdgpering b ki
2y oflozved by streamers

the immortal ferme f

—

of greenish mist, m ssed through the cham
ber and faded into nothingness
SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the HERMES MERCURIUS TRIEMIGISTUS

authorof twenty thousand books,; Manctho
increased ehe number to more than thirty -
six thowsand (see James Gardner) — figures  Ineeligencer
which make it evident thae a solitary in-  coivede g
dividual, even though he be overshadowed  2ic exircatet
by divine prerogative, could scarcely have
accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athrmed Hermses revealed to mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, are, ascrology, music, thetonic, magic, philosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barrece says of Fermes
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man,"*

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Anciene Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

e
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared co him, " (In the chap.
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators belicve thae ie
was Hermes who was known o the Jews as “Enoch,” called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered through the form of the planet Mezcury
becaurse chis body & nearest to the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of i importance to Masonic scholars, be
cause I was the author of the Masonic initiatory rituals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied mathematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revercd
for his reformartion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus establishing a precedens whisch still pre
vails. The appellacion *Thrice Grearese”™ was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greates: of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the kast poem of America’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long
fellow, was a lyric ode wo Hlermes. (See Chambers' Encxclopadia.)

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subject of the Hermeric books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Chaldean and carliest Egyp
tian persodds, of which we have remaias but
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemises or philosophers have come
down 1o us, we now approach che Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus, A seeies of eatly Egypuian books
| sacnbuted to Hlermes Trismegistus, who
may have boen areal sasane, ot may be aper

wmilxation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
[ pod Heemes, and the Egypaan Thoch or
[ Tuei, who was the moon god, and s repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as che god of wis
dom, beu s, and thy ‘.u.':.ln‘.;‘_ of time, le
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
(hlt \}\"lih ,'l WTIINES WOIC « ln“l\'ll ‘i"l
metic,’ and that the phaase "hermetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing
N of a plass vessel by fusion, aleer the manncr
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the hermetic medicines of Paracel
rufts, Ruder of the  sus, ankd the bermetic freemasoney of the

Middle Ages.'"
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the amcient Hpyptiant ar the om Among the fragmentary writings be
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el eulscntor by 15k mabere of Hermes. it 1y povpun:  HEVEd to have come from the stylus of Her
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s are two famous works, The fiest s the
Feserald Table, and the second ssthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes is thae he was one of the few philosopler-prieses of
pagandom upon whom the carly Cliistians did noe vent cheir spleen
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib
ied many symproms of intclligence, and thae if be bad only boen
botn in 3 more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Seromara. Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chron
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved o this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is konown concemming the
origiml forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and sparicual poswers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follovws

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This is

In his Stromata, Clement of
Alexandria, one of the few
chroniclers of pagan lore whose
writings have been preserved to
this age, gives practically all the
information that is known
concerning the original forty-
two books of Hermes and the
importance with which these
books were regarded by both
the temporal and spiritual
powers of Egypt. Clement
describes one of their
ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursue a
philosophy of their own. This is
principally shown by their
sacred ceremonial. For first
advances the Singer, bearing
some one of the symbols of
music. For they say that he
must learn two of the books of

Hermes, the one of which
contains the hymns of the
gods, the second the
regulations for the king's life.
And after the Singer advances
the Astrologer, with a horologe
in his hand, and a palm, the
symbols of astrology. He must
have the astrological books of
Hermes, which are four in
number, always in his mouth.
Of these, one is about the
order of the fixed stars that
are visible, and another about
the conjunctions and luminous
appearances of the sun and
moon; and the rest respecting
their risings. Next in order
advances the sacred Scribe,
with wings on his head, and in
his hand a book and rule, in
which were writing ink and the
reed, with which they write.



XXXVIIX

ZBe Bife and Writings of Thoth Hermes Srismeqistus

=7 Gl HUNDERrolled lightwingflash.
g i — e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
iatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
in his plais white robe, gazed into
e “;, the utter Mlackness framed by the
= two great dtus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilusined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tieminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoweth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded by a flickering greenisk skeen.
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure

Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Deing bave d winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-

wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
(ireatese; all kail Thee ' Prince 'n)‘ -‘\l'l‘l:,‘ all
hail Thee who standeth upon the head of
I yphon ™" At the same instant @ lurid sorith-
ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part '.ro"v_q{ [\l!f cr i.l«.'ll'-'_ -l'll.’ [\J.'l ’2'A',7‘.
’ rom oS 7!\'||.'H'| .'lm.' naostrils jcm'u'l.’ *.‘hf(‘!\
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
-'rw_-’f_ the advane ing rr!n"-' with the ser
pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
fragos fell over wpon its sude, while the
flames about it storely died
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen
phyte stagpering backward agaimsts pillay,
the immortal Flermes, folicrved by streamers
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of greenisk mist, passed through the chas
ber ::mi].h!nf inte nothiepness
SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformacion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese"" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Claldean and carliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach che Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Hermes, and ehe Egyptian Thoch or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of time. e
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,’ and that the phrase ‘heemetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing

N of aglass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetic medicines of Paracel-

Ruder of the  sus, ankd the bermetic freemasoney of the

Middle Ages.'"
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which make ic evident chat a solitary in-  coives
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dividual, even though he be overshadowed  2ifcp extricate the hinsarical ran frem the mainaf legondary svmls  yyes are two famous works, The firse 1sthe

by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barreee says of Hermes: "' * * *
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstrated himself to have been noe only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Sromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chront
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is koown concemming the
original forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spiritual poswers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own, This s

In his Stromata, Clement of
Alexandria, one of the few
chroniclers of pagan lore whose
writings have been preserved to
this age, gives practically all the
information that is known
concerning the original forty-
two books of Hermes and the
importance with which these

books were regarded by both
the temporal and spiritual
powers of Egypt. Clement
describes one of their
ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursue a
philosophy of their own. This is
principally shown by their
sacred ceremonial. For first
advances the Singer, bearing
some one of the symbols of
music. For they say that he
must learn two of the books of

Hermes, the one of which
contains the hymns of the gods,
the second the regulations for
the king's life. And after the
Singer advances the Astrologer,
with a horologe in his hand, and
a palm, the symbols of
astrology. He must have the
astrological books of Hermes,
which are four in number,
always in his mouth. Of these,
one is about the order of the
fixed stars that are visible, and
another about the conjunctions
and luminous appearances of
the sun and moon; and the rest
respecting their risings. Next in
order advances the sacred
Scribe, with wings on his head,
and in his hand a book and rule,
in which were writing ink and
the reed, with which they write.
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from the Tomb of Rekhmire

Musicians,



The brief inscription on Meresamun's coffin
states that she was a "Singer in the Interior
of the Temple of Amun at Karnak." She,
along with other women from elite families,
served in the temple, playing music for the
god as the priests laid offerings and
purifications before the deity. We know
from other sources, that singers like

Meresamun were probably trained by their
mothers, and often several generations of
women from a single family worked as
temple singers. In Meresamun's era, women
held the post of singer inside the temple,
although men played instruments in rituals

held outside the temple. Her title "Singer in
the Interior of the Temple" indicates that

she had a level of purity that allowed her to
enter the most scared part of the god's
complex.

Two musical instruments were especially
associated with musicians inside the
temple. A sistrum is a type of rattle that
produced a clanging metallic sound. The
other instrument, called a menat, is a
beaded necklace that was shaken to
produce a swishing sound. When
accompanying the god in processions
outside the temple, musicians like
Meresamun would have played a wider
range of instruments like harps and clap
sticks that were used as castanets. Although
we do not know what ancient Egyptian
music sounded like—there was no system of
musical notation until a much later period—
the lyrics of songs are preserved, giving the
impression of lyric song rather than simple

chanting. -from an article in Archaeology
magazine, by Emily Teeter

‘.‘:"_.,‘ Egyptian HMenat

Sistrum (ritual rattle), Late Ptolemaic to

Roman period, third-first century B.C.; bronze.
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g i — e, the veilof the Temple was rent
from top to bettoss, The venerable
iatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
in his plais white robe, gazed into
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betrween which the veid had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilusined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tieminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoweth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the glean-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded by a flickering greenisk skeen.
The inttiator lnvered his wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe gloryof the revealed figure

Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Deing bave d winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, rassing s twand, cricd owt i a fowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
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of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
-'rw_-’f_ the advane ing rr!n"-' with the ser
pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
fragos fell over wpon its sude, while the
flames about it storely died
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
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hlaze of unbearable glory that sent the nen
phyte stagpering backward agaimsts pillay,
the immortal Flermes, folicrved by streamers
of greendsh mist, passed through the chaw
her ::m{].hh‘lf inte nothiepness
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformacion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese"" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Claldean and carliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach che Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Hermes, and ehe Egyptian Thoch or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of time. e
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,’ and that the phrase ‘heemetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing

N of aglass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetic medicines of Paracel-
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by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barreee says of Hermes: "' * * *
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstrated himself to have been noe only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Sromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chront
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is koown concemming the
original forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spiritual poswers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own, This s

In his Stromata, Clement of
Alexandria, one of the few
chroniclers of pagan lore whose
writings have been preserved to
this age, gives practically all the
information that is known
concerning the original forty-
two books of Hermes and the
importance with which these

books were regarded by both
the temporal and spiritual
powers of Egypt. Clement
describes one of their
ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursue a
philosophy of their own. This is
principally shown by their
sacred ceremonial. For first
advances the Singer, bearing
some one of the symbols of
music. For they say that he
must learn two of the books of

Hermes, the one of which
contains the hymns of the
gods, the second the
regulations for the king's life.
And after the Singer advances
the Astrologer, with a horologe
in his hand, and a palm, the
symbols of astrology. He must
have the astrological books of
Hermes, which are four in
number, always in his mouth. Of
these, one is about the order of
the fixed stars that are visible,
and another about the
conjunctions and luminous
appearances of the sun and
moon; and the rest respecting
their risings. Next in order
advances the sacred Scribe,
with wings on his head, and in
his hand a book and rule, in
which were writing ink and the
reed, with which they write.
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the immortal Flermes, folicrved by streamers
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of greenisk mist, passed through the chas
ber ::mi].h!nf inte nothiepness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the

authorof twency thousand books; Manctho — Atusrer £ oll drts el anleneen
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformacion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation ““Thrsce Grearese"" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greatess of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
feltow, was a lyric ode w Hermes. (See Chambers” Encpclopadia.

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Claldean and carliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemiszs or philosophers bave come
down 1o us, we now approach che Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibied by some wich the Grreek
pod Hermes, and ehe Egyptian Thoch or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egypeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of time. e
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,’ and that the phrase ‘heemetically
sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing

N of aglass vessel by fusion, aleer the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetic medicines of Paracel-

Ruder of the  sus, ankd the bermetic freemasoney of the

Middle Ages.'"
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dividual, even though he be overshadowed  2ifcp extricate the hinsarical ran frem the mainaf legondary svmls  yyes are two famous works, The firse 1sthe

by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athirmed Hermes revealed to mankind swere medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Barreee says of Hermes: "' * * *
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstrated himself to have been noe only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Ancient Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Sromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chront
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is koown concemming the
original forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spiritual poswers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follows

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own, This s

In his Stromata, Clement of
Alexandria, one of the few
chroniclers of pagan lore
whose writings have been
preserved to this age, gives
practically all the information
that is known concerning the
original forty-two books of
Hermes and the importance
with which these books were
regarded by both the temporal
and spiritual powers of Egypt.
Clement describes one of their
ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursue a
philosophy of their own. This is
principally shown by their
sacred ceremonial. For first
advances the Singer, bearing
some one of the symbols of
music. For they say that he
must learn two of the books of

Hermes, the one of which
contains the hymns of the
gods, the second the
regulations for the king's life.
And after the Singer advances
the Astrologer, with a horologe
in his hand, and a palm, the
symbols of astrology. He must
have the astrological books of
Hermes, which are four in
number, always in his mouth.
Of these, one is about the
order of the fixed stars that are
visible, and another about the
conjunctions and luminous

appearances of the sun and
moon; and the rest respecting
their risings. Next in order
advances the sacred Scribe,
with wings on his head, and in
his hand a book and rule, in
which were writing ink and the
reed, with which they write.
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HUNDERrolled lightwingfash.
I o, the veil of the Temple was rent
from top to bettos, The veneralle
imatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
e | darkness revealed by the tearing
of the sslbew caertain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
in his plais white robe, gazed into
o the utter Mackness framed by the
~ two great dotus-headed columns
betrween which the veil had humg. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shining particles, The face of the neophyte was ilumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
fieminance r.;f the '\f_‘fffl"ll“-. Whence it comes nome .Qm vm'rfl, suve the
‘Master of the Light." Behold Him!™" Suddenly, through the gleam-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded by a flickering greenisk skeen.
The inttiator lnvered s wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Blinded bythe glory of the revealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was comsiderably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
T he body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and braie could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Deing bave d winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-

wtidtor, raising kis wand, cried owt in a lowd
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
(preatese,; all kail Thee - Prince 't{.‘ ,‘\!a'l:,‘(l!u'
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of |
[ sphone 1" At the same instant @ lurid sorith-

ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crocodile, and part hog,
’nw: [14 1v|'||.'fl'| .'l'h.' nostrils ‘[I.!‘l'l'l-, ‘.‘hj(',’\
of flame and karribile soamds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hermees
truck the advancing reptile with the ser
pent-wound stafl and with snarling cry the
fragen fell over wpom its sude, while the
flames about it stnely died away, Hermes
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quisked Typhem. The next mstant, with a
blaze of unbearable glory that sent the neo
phyte stagpering backward againsta pillay,

the immortal fermes, followved by streamers

of greendsh mist, passed through the chaw
ber and faded inte nothingness

SUPPOSITIONS CONCERNING
THE IDENTITY OF HERMES

lamblichus averred thar Hermes was the
authorof twenty thousand books,; Manctho
increased ehe number to more than thirty - ¥
six thousand (see James Gardner) — figures  Ineeligencer” egande
which make it evident that a solitary (- caisnd o great sape ol sdv
divedual, even though he be overshadowed
by divine prerogative, could scarcely have
accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athrmed Hermses revealed to mankind were medicine,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Bareeee says of Hermes "' * * *

if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works he has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from God and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Anciene Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared co him, " (In the chap.
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators belicve thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause bwe was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were bosrowed from the Mysteries established by Hermes, Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied mathematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revercd
for his reformacion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation *““Thrsce Grearese'" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greatese of all philosophers, the greatess
of all pricsts, and dhe greates: of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the kast poem of America’s beloved pocr, Henry Wadsworth Long

fellow, was a lyric ode wo Hermes. (See Chambers” Enowclopadia

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subject of the Hermeric books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Claldean and carliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemises or philosophers have come
down 1o us, we now approach che Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus, A seeies of eatly Egypuian books

15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boen areal sasane, ot may be aper
wmilkcation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibed by some wich the Grreek
[ pod Heemes, and che Egypuan Thoch or
[ Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
senited in ancient Pamnungs as ibis-headed
with the dise and creent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as che god of wis
dom, betrers, and the recording of time. e
is in consequence of the great respect enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “hes
metic,’ and that the phaase "hermetically
sealed’ is stall in v to designace the closing
N of a glass vessel by fusion, aleer the mannce
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the henmetie medicines of Paracel

es, perfoct im wll crafis, Ruler of the  SUS, andd the bermetic frecmasoney of the
pode, and Keeper of the Booke of Lafe i "

ehe Theoe Termas Graohest, the ' Prost Middle Ages

? by the amcient Hpapciant ar the om Among the fragmentary writings be
£ WA i ald peodad e Bry ehar v acrmally A

mtie by entricote the Aistoricad maon fromm the martof egomdary covowni e
b atteegy oo i et fe Ao nth e Cammng Pramaipde of T hngh

i by 15t mtene of Termes 21y impun.  HCVEd to have come from the stylus of Her

s are two famous works, The fiest s the
Feserald Table, and the second ssthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s thar he was one of the few philosopler-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen
Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in 3 more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac nvan!

In his Sromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chront
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is konown concemming the
origiml forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spiritual poswers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follovws

"“For the Egyptians pursue a philosophy of their own. This s

In his Stromata, Clement of
Alexandria, one of the few
chroniclers of pagan lore whose
writings have been preserved
to this age, gives practically all
the information that is known
concerning the original forty-
two books of Hermes and the
importance with which these

books were regarded by both
the temporal and spiritual
powers of Egypt. Clement
describes one of their
ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursue a
philosophy of their own. This is
principally shown by their
sacred ceremonial. For first
advances the Singer, bearing
some one of the symbols of
music. For they say that he
must learn two of the books of

Hermes, the one of which
contains the hymns of the gods,
the second the regulations for
the king's life. And after the
Singer advances the
Astrologer, with a horologe in
his hand, and a palm, the
symbols of astrology. He must
have the astrological books of
Hermes, which are four in
number, always in his mouth.
Of these, one is about the
order of the fixed stars that
are visible, and another about
the conjunctions and luminous
appearances of the sun and
moon; and the rest respecting
their risings. Next in order
advances the sacred Scribe,
with wings on his head, and in
his hand a book and rule, in
which were writing ink and the
reed, with which they write.
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Astrology was practised among all
the ancient nations. In Egypt, the
book of Astrology was borne
reverentially in the religious
processions; in which the few
sacred animals were also carried, as
emblems of the equinoxes and
solstices. The same science
flourished among the Chaldaans,
and over the whole of Asia and
Africa. When Alexander invaded
India, the astrologers of the
Oxydraces came to him to disclose
the secrets of their science of
Heaven and the Stars. The Brahmins
whom Apollonius consulted, taught
him the secrets of Astronomy, with
the ceremonies and prayers
whereby to appease the gods and
learn the future from the stars.
-Morals and Dogma:490



THE ANCIENT ZODIAC OF EGYPT

WITH THE ORIGINAL ASTERINSMS.
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[The Egyptians] predicted future
events, both relative to private
occurrences and natural
phenomena; for which purpose,
Diodorus tells us, they took
advantage of their skill in
arithmetical calculations; this last
being of the highest importance to
them in the study of astrology. For
the Egyptians most accurately
observe the order and movement of
the stars, preserving their remarks
on each for an incredible number of
years— that study having been
followed by them from the earliest
times. They most carefully note the
movements, revolutions, and
positions of the planets, as well as
the influences possessed by each
upon the birth of animals, whether
productive of good or evil. And they
frequently foretell what is about to
happen to mankind with the greatest
accuracy, showing the failure and
abundance of crops, or the epidemic
diseases about to befall men or

cattle, and earthquakes, deluges, the
rising of comets, and all those
phenomena the knowledge of which
appears impossible to vulgar
comprehensions, they foresee by
means of their long-continued
observations. It is, indeed, supposed
that the Chaldeans of Babylon, being
an Egyptian colony, arrived at their
celebrity in astrology in
consequence of what they derived
from the priests of Egypt. “The art of
predicting future events, as
practised in the Greek temples,” says
Herodotus, “came also from the
Egyptians; and it is certain that they
were the first people who
established festivals, public
assemblies, processions, and the
proper mode of approaching or
communing with the divinity.” The
manner of doing this depended on
the object of the votary, and a
proper offering was required for

each service. -Manners and Customs of
the Ancient Egyptian, v.2, p.464-5
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In the Bijek it is said, “from
one mother is the universe
born.” This beginning is
universal in mythology. The
Great Mother in her
primordial phase was the
Abyss in Space, and the
goddess of the Seven Stars
in time. No superseded
type was ever lost, and the
Mother as Space and
Domus did not pass away
when time was established,
but was continued in Nu,
the Lady of heaven, and
consort of Seb-Kronus.
Heaven as the bringer-forth
was continued in the
female figure arching over
earth. In addition to this

Nut, Egyptian sky goddess

the Egyptians pourtrayed
the zodiac in human shape;
and astrology has brought
on a human-shaped zodiac
founded on the female
form. In this the sign of the
Ram serves for the head:;
the Bull for neck and
throat; the Twins for arms;
the Crab for the breast;
Lion for the heart and back;
the Virgin for the womb;
the scales for the lumbar

region; the Scorpion for the
groin; the Archer for the
legs and thighs; the Sea-
goat for the knees; the
Waterer for the legs, and
Fishes for the feet. -The

Natural Genesis, v.2, p.4
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HUNDERrolled lightwingfash.
J e, the veil of the Temple was rent
from top to bettos, The veneralle
imatiator, in his robes of blue and
pold, slowly raised kis feweled
wend vl podnted with it into the
darkness revealed by the tearing
of the silken cartain: “ Behold the
Light of Egype! The candidate,
in his plais white robe, gazed into
~ the utter Mackness framed by the

7 two great dntus-headed columns
betsween which the veid had heng. As he watched, @ luminows haze
distributed itself throughout the atrwosphere wntil the air was a mass
of shintng particles. The face of the neophste was illumined by the
soft glowas he scanned the shimmering clovd for some tangable object.,
I'he iptiator spoke again; ' This Light which ye behold 15 the secret
tieminance of the Mysteries, Whence it comes nome knoweth, save the
‘Master of the Light." Bebold Him!™" Suddenly, through the pleam-
mgmista figureappeared, surrounded by a flickering greenisk skeen.
The inttiator lnvered fis wand and, bowing his head, placed ome
hand edgewise against his breast in kumble salieation. The weophyte
stepped back i awe, partly Binded bythe glory of the vevealed figure
Gaming courdge, the youth gazed again at the Divine One. The
Form before him was considerably Lirger than that of a mortal nan.
The body seemed partly transparent so that the heart and brain could
be seen pulsating and radiant, As the candidate watched, the keart
changed futo an 1bis, and the brain iwto ¢ flashing emevald, In Its
hand this mysterious Deing bave d winged
rod, enttoined with serpents, The aged in-
wtidtor, raising fis wand, cried owt in a lowed
wosce " Al kail Thee, Thetk Hermes, Thrice
{ .-"(d.‘:"!, all kail Thee - Privce h)‘ -‘\!l‘l:,‘il!il
hatl Thee who standeth upon the head of |
[ sphome ™" At the same instant @ lurid worith-
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ing dragon appedred—a hideous monster,
part serpent, part crocodile, and part hog,
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of flame and karrible soumds echoed through
the vaulted chambers. Suddenly Hersses
-'rm_,'f_ the aduvane ing v(!(u"-' with the ser
pent-sotnd staff and with snarling cry the
fragen fell over wpom its side, while the
flames about it storely died
placed His foot upon the skull of the van.
quished Typheom, The next imstant, with a
blaze of unbearal
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from the invention of leteers being ateribared vo him, ' (In the chap-
ter on the theory of Pythagorean Mathematics will be found the
table of the original Cadmcan keters) lnvestigators believe thae ie
was Hermes who was known to the Jews as “Enoch," called by
Kenealy the “Second Messenger of God." Hermes was accepred
into the mythology of the Greeks, later becoming the Mercury of
the Latins. He was revered chrough the form of the planee Mezcury
because chis body is ncarest 1o the sun : Hermes of all creatures was
nearcst 10 God, and became known as de Messenger of the Gods
In the Egypeian drawings of him, Thoth carrics 2 waxen writing
tablet and serves as the recorder during the weighing of the souls
of the dead in the Judgment Fall of Ositis —a ritual of great sipg
nificance. Hermes &= of ine importance to Masonic scholars, be-
cause e was the author of the Masonic initiatory ricuals, which
were borrowed from the Mystenies extablished by Hermes. Nearly
all of the Masonic symbols are Hermetic in characrer. Pythagoras
studied machematics with the Egypeians and from them gained his
knowledge of the symbolic geomerric solids. Hermes is also revered
for his reformartion of the calendar system. He increased the year
from 360 to 365 days, thus extablishing a precedens which still pre
vails. The appellation *““Thrsce Grearese'" was given to Hermes Ix
cause he was considered the greavese of all philosophers, the greates
of all pricsts, and dhe greates: of all kings. Ie is worthy of note thae
the last poem of America’s beloved poct, Henry Wadsworth Long
fellow, was a lyric ode wo Hermes. (See Chambers” Encwclopadia.

THE MUTILATED HERMETIC FRAGMENTS

Ohn the subjece of the Hermexic books, James Campbell Brown,
in his Flistory of Chemistry, has written
"Leaving the Claldean and carliest Egyp
tian periods, of which we have remains bur
no record, and from which no names of
cither chemises or philosophers have come
down 1o us, we now approach che Historic
Period, when books were written, not at
first upon parchment or paper, but upon
papyrus. A seeies of eatly Egypaian books
15 accributed to Hermies Trismcgistus, who
may have boon areal sasane, ot may be aper

wmilxation of a long succesion of writers
* * *Heisidentibed by some wigh the Gireek
[ pod Heemes, and che Egypuan Thoch or
Tuei, who was the moon god, and is repre
sented in ancient paintings as ibis-headed
with the dise and crewent of the moon. The
Egvpeians regarded him as ehe god of wis
dom, letrers, and the recording of time, le
is in consequence of the great respece enter
tained for Hermes by the old alchemists
that chamical writings were called “het
metic,’ and that the phrase ‘heemetically

sealed’ is stall in wse to designace the closing

N of a plass vessel by fusion, alees the manner
of chemical manipulators. We findthesame
root in the hermetie medicines of Paracel-

Ruler of the  sus, ankd the bermctic frecmasonsy of the

Middle Ages.'"

which make it evident that 2 solitary i1-  coisiod e geest sape ael educstor by 15 siene of Hermes. 1213 onpos. Heved to have come from the stylus of Her
L ' . ! > i . ’ s
divadual, even though he be overshadowed  mhic b extricatetke Aisdarical raan from the mastof legondany socmats  jveg are oo famous works, The fiest s the
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by divine prerogative, could scarcely have

accomplished such a monumental labor, Among the ares and sciences
which it is athrmed Hermses revealed o mankind were medicing,
chemistry, law, are, astrology, music, thezoric, magic, phitosophy,
geography, mathematics (especially geometry), anatomy, and ora-
tory. Orpheus was similarly acclaimed by the Greeks

In his Biographia Antiqua, Francis Bareeee says of Hermes "' * * *
if God ever appeared in man, he appeared in him, as is evidens boeh
from his books and his Pymander; in which works e has communi-
cated the sum of the Abyss, and the divine knowledge to all pos-
terity; by which he has demonstraced himself to have been noc only
an inspired divine, bue also a deep philosopher, obtaining his wis-
dom from Gaod and heavenly things, and not from man, "

His transcendent learning caused Hernves to be identibed wich
many of the carly sages and prophets. In his Anciene Mythology,
Bryant writes: "I have mentioned thar Cadmus was the same as
the Egypeian Thoth; and ic is manifest from his being Hermes, and

Erserald Table, and the second isthe Divine
Pymunder, or, asitis more commonly called, The Shepherd of Men,
a discussion of which follows, One outstanding poine in connection
with Hermes s char he was one of the few philosoplr-priests of
pagandom upon whom the catly Clhiistians did noe vent cheir spleen

Some Church Fathers went so far as to declare that Henmes exhib.
ired many symproms of intelligence, and thae if be bad only been
botn in a more enlightened age w thac e might have benchted by
their instructions he would have been a really greac man!

In his Sromata, Clement of Alexandria, one of the few chront
clers of pagan lore whose writings have been preserved to this age,
gives practically all ehe information chat is known concemning the
original forty-two books of Hermes and the importance with which
these books were regarded by both the cemporal and spiritual poswers
of Egype. Clement describes one of their ceremonial processions as
follovws

“For the Egyptians pursuc a philosophy of their own. This is

In his Stromata, Clement of
Alexandria, one of the few
chroniclers of pagan lore whose
writings have been preserved
to this age, gives practically all
the information that is known
concerning the original forty-
two books of Hermes and the
importance with which these

books were regarded by both
the temporal and spiritual
powers of Egypt. Clement
describes one of their
ceremonial processions as
follows:

“For the Egyptians pursue a
philosophy of their own. This is
principally shown by their
sacred ceremonial. For first
advances the Singer, bearing
some one of the symbols of
music. For they say that he
must learn two of the books of

Hermes, the one of which
contains the hymns of the gods,
the second the regulations for
the king's life. And after the
Singer advances the Astrologer,
with a horologe in his hand,
and a palm, the symbols of
astrology. He must have the
astrological books of Hermes,
which are four in number,
always in his mouth. Of these,
one is about the order of the
fixed stars that are visible, and
another about the conjunctions
and luminous appearances of
the sun and moon; and the rest
respecting their risings. Next in
order advances the sacred
Scribe, with wings on his head,
and in his hand a book and
rule, in which were writing ink
and the reed, with which they
write.



The typical Egyptian recorder and

divine scribe was Mati by name,

which denotes the

truth, law, or

justice, in a dual form and phase. He

is the recorder in the Hall of the

Twin Truth, the juc

gement-place of

the clothed and na!

ked, or the

righteous and the wicked. Thus the

gospel of Mati wou

ld be also the

gospel of Truth in this double

aspect. -The Natural

Genesis, v.2, p.474
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peincipally shown by their sacred ceremonial. For first advances the
Singer, bearing some one of the symbols of music. For they say that
he must learn two of the books of Hermes, the one of which con-
tains the hymns of the gods, the second che regulations for the king’s
life. And after che Singer advances the Astrologer, with a horologe
in his hand, and a palm, the symbols of astrology. He must have
the astrological books of Hermes, which are four in number, always
in his mouth. Of these, one is about the order of the fixed stars chae
arc visible, and another about the conjunctions and luminous ap-
pearances of the sun and moon; and the rest respecting their risings.
Next in order advances the sacred Seribe, with wings on his head,
and in his hand 2 book and rule, in which were writing ink and the
reed, with which they write. And he must be acquainced with whag
are called hicroglyphics, and know about cosmography and geog-
raphy, the position of the sun and moon, and about the five plances;
also the descripcion of Egype, and the chare of the Nile; and the
descripeion of the equipment of the priests and of the place conse-
crated to them, and about the measures and che things in use in the
sacred rites. Then the Seole-keeper follows chose previously men-
tiomed, with the cubic of justice and the cup for libations. He is ac-
quainged with all points called Padeuric (relating to training) and
Moschophaltic (saerificial). There are also ten books which relate
to the honour paid by chem to their gods, and containing the Egyp-
tian worship; aschat relacing to sacrifices, first-fruics,
hymns, prayers, processions, festivals, and che like.
And behind all walks the Propher, with the wacer-
vase carricd openly in his arms; who is followed by
those who carry the issue of loaves. He, as being the
governor of the temple, learns the ten books called
*Hicratic”; and they conain all about che laws, and
the gods, and the whole of the craining of che prieses.
For the Propher is, among the Egyprians, also over
the distribucion of the revenues. There are chen forty-
two booksof Hermesindispensably necessary;of which
the six-and-thirty containing the whole philosophy
of the Egyptiansare learned by che foremencioned per-
sonages; and the ocher six, which are medical, by the
Pastophorot (image-bearers),—creating of the struc-
rure of the body, and of discases, and instruments, and
medicines, and about ¢the eyes, and the lasz abous
women."’

Ore of the greatest tragedics of the philosophic =
world was the loss of nearly all of che forty.two books f'
of Hermes mentioned in the foregoing. These books 11 !
disappeared during the bumning of Alexandria, for the } | |
Romans—and kater the Christians—realized thacun- t ]
cil these beoks were eliminated chey could never bring F;f
the Egypeians into subjection. The volumes which SEN
escaped the fire were buried in the desere and cheir
location is now known to only a few initiates of the

THE BOOK OF THOTH

It has been asserced chac the Book of Thotk is, in realicy, the mys-
terious Tarot of the Bohemians—a strange emblematic book of
seventy-cight leaves which has been in on of the gypsies since
the time when they were driven from cheir ancient temple, the Sera-
peum. (According to the Secrer Historics the gypsies were origin-
ally Egyptian priests.) There are now in the world several secret
schools privileged to initiate candidates into che Mysteries, but in
nearly every instance they lighted cheir altar fires from the Saming
torch of Herm. Hermes in his Book of Theth revealed to all man-
kind che “One Way,” and for ages the wise of every nation and
every faith have reached immorealicy by the *'Way" established by
Hermes in the midse of the darkness for ehe redempeion of hu-

mankind.

POIMANDRES, THE VISION OF HERMES

The Divine Pymander of Hermes Mercurius Trismegistus is one
of the earliest of the Hermetic writings now extant. While prob-
ably not in ies original form, having been remodeled during che fiese
centurics of dhe Christian Era and incorrectly translaced since, this
work undoubeedly contains many of the original concepes of the
Hermetic cultus. The Divine Pymander consists of seventeen frag-
mentaty writings gachered together and put forth as one work, The
second book of The Divine Pymarnder, called Poimandres, or The
Visiom, is believed to describe the mechod by which
the divine wisdom was first revealed to Hermes. It
was after Hermes had received this revelation that
he began his ministry, teaching to all who would
listen the secrets of the invisible universs as they had
been unfolded to him

The Vision is the most famous of all the Hermetie
fragments, and contains an exposition of Hermetic
cosmogony and the secre sciences of the Egyptians
regarding the culture and unfoldment of the human
soul. For some time it was erronecusly called *"The
Genesis of Enoch,"” bur that mistake has now been
rectified. Ac hand while preparing the following in-
terpeetation of the symbolic philosophy concealed
within The Vision of Hermes the present author has
had these reference works: The Divine Pymander of
Hermes Mercurius Trismegistus (London, 1630),
cranslated out of cthe Arabic and Greek by Dr. Ever-

\. ard; Hermetica (Oxford, 1924), cdited by Walrer

\ Scote; Hermes, The Mysteriesof Egype (Philadelphia,
\ 1925), by Edouard Schure; and the Thrice-Greatest
Flermes (London, 1906), by G. R. S. Mead. To the

material contained inthe above volumes he hasadded

v\
?\ commentarics based upon the esoteric philosophy of
S

the ancienc Egypeians, cogether with amplifications
detived partly from ocher Hermeric fragments and
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sciences. For che sake of clarity, the narrative form
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Thoth. This work contained the secree processes by pusyeftheGods"Meisgnersitypictared  place, gave himself over o meditation and prayer.
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plished and also served as the key to his other wic-  Z5 (4l fos s fues ucowarel 4 gradually freed his higher consciousness from the

ings. Notching definite is known concerning the con-  the iis—cnpesially ws bead asd bak—  bondage of his bodily senses; and, chus released, his

tents of the Book of Thoth other than that its pages
were covered with strange hieroglyphic figures and symbols, which
gave to those acquainted with their us¢ unlimited power over the
spiries of the air and the subterrancan divinities. When cercain areas
of the brain are stimulated by the secret processes of the Mysterics,
the consciousness of man is extended and he is permiteed to behold
the Immorals and enter into the presence of the superior gods.
The Book of Theth described the method whereby this stimulation
was accomplished. In truth, therefore, it was the “Key to Immor-
aalicy.”

According to legend, the Book of Theth was kepe in a golden box
in the inner sancruary of the temple. There was buc one key and chis
was in the possession of the “*Master of the Mysteries, " the highest
iniciate of the Hametic Arcanum. He alone knew what was writ.
ten in the secrer book. The Book of Thoth was lost to the ancient
wotld with the decay of the Mysterics, but its faithful initiates car-
sied it scaled in the sacred casker into anocher land. The book is
seill in existence and continues to lead che disciples of this age into
the presence of the Immortals. No other information can be given
to the world concerning it now, but the apostolic succession from
the first hierophant initiated by Hermes himself remains unbroken
to this day, and those who are peculiasly fieted o serve che Im-
mortals may discover this priceless document if they will search
sincerely and direlessly for it

id prove sllumincting.

divine nature revealed to him the mysteries of the
wanscendencal spheres. Hebehelda figure, terribleand awe-inspiring.
[e was the Great Dragon, with wings seretching across the sky and
light streaming in all directions from its body. (The Mystezies taught
that the Universal Life was personified as 2 dragon.) The Great
Dr.xgon called Hermes by name, and asked him why he chus medi-
taced upon the World Mystery. Terrified by the specracle, Hermes
proserated himself before the Dragon, beseeching it to reveal its
identity. The great creature answered that it was Poimandres, the
Mird of the Universe, the Creative Incelligence, and the Absolute
Emperor of all. (Schure identifies Poirnandres a5 the god Osiris.)
Hermes then besoughe Poimandres to disclose the nacure of the uni-
verse and the consticution of the gods. The Dragon acquicsced, bid-
ding Trismegistus hold its image in his mind.

Immediately the form of Poimandseschanged. Where it had stood
there was a glorious and pulsating Radiance. This Light was che
spiritual nature of the Great Dragon itself. Hermes was “raised””
into the midst of this Divine Effulgence and the universe of mate-
rial things faded from his consciousness. Presencly a great darknes
descended and, expanding, swallowed up the Light. Everything
was troubled. About Hermes swirled 2 mysterious wartery substance
which gave forth a smokelike vapor. The air was flled with in-
articulate moanings and sighings which seemed to come from the
Lighe swallowed up in the darkness. His mind told Hermes that

And he must be acquainted with
what are called hieroglyphics,
and know about cosmography
and geography, the position of
the sun and moon, and about the
five planets; also the description
of Egypt, and the chart of the
Nile; and the description of the
equipment of the priests and of
the place consecrated to them,
and about the measures and the
things in use in the sacred rites.
Then the Stole-keeper follows
those previously mentioned, with
the cubit of justice and the cup
for libations. He is acquainted
with all points called Padeutic
(relating to training) and
Moschophaltic (sacrificial). There
are also ten books which relate
to the honour paid by them to
their gods, and containing the
Egyptian worship; as that
relating to sacrifices, first-fruits,
hymns, prayers, processions,
festivals, and the like. And behind

all walks the Prophet, with the
water-vase carried openly in his
arms; who is followed by those
who carry the issue of loaves. He,
as being the governor of the
temple, learns the ten books
called 'Hieratic'; and they contain
all about the laws, and the gods,
and the whole of the training of
the priests. For the Prophet is,
among the Egyptians, also over
the distribution of the revenues.
There are then forty-two books
of Hermes indispensably
necessary; of which the six-and-
thirty containing the whole
philosophy of the Egyptians are
learned by the aforementioned
personages; and the other six,
which are medical, by the
Pastophoroi (image-bearers)-
treating of the structure of the
body, and of disease, and
instruments, and medicines, and
about the eyes, and the last
about women.”
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peincipally shown by their sacred ceremonial. For first advances the
Singer, bearing some one of the symbols of music. For they say that
he must learn two of the books of Hermes, the one of which con-
tains the hymns of the gods, the second che regulations for the king’s
life. And after che Singer advances the Astrologer, with a horologe
in his hand, and a palm, the symbols of astrology. He must have
the astrological books of Hermes, which are four in number, always
in his mouth. OFf these, one is about the order of cthe fixed stars chae
arc visible, and another about the conjunctions and luminous ap-
pearances of the sun and moon; and the rest respecting their risings.
Next in order advances the sacred Seribe, with wings on his head,
and in his hand 2 book and rule, in which were writing ink and the
reed, with which they write. And he must be acquainced with whag
are called hicroglyphics, and know about cosmography and geog-
raphy, the position of the sun and moon, and about the five plances;
also the descripeion of Egype, and the chare of the Nile; and the
descripcion of the equipment of the priests and of che place conse-
crated to them, and about the measures and che things in use in the
sacred rites. Then the Seole-keeper follows chose previously men-
tiomed, with the cubic of justice and the cup for libations. He is ac-
quainced with all points called Pxdeuric (relating to training) and
Moschophaltic (sacribeial). There are also ten books which relace
to the honour paid by chem to their gods, and containing the Egyp-
tian worship; aschat relacing to sacrifices, first-fruics,
hymns, prayers, processions, festivals, and che like.
And behind all walks che Propher, with the wacer-
vase carricd openly in his arms; who is followed by
those who carry the issue of loaves. He, as being the
governor of the temple, learns the ten books called
*Hicratic”; and they conain all about che laws, and
the gods, and the whole of the craining of che prieses.
For the Propher is, among the Egyprians, also over
e distribugion of the revenues. There are chen forty-
two booksof Hermesindispensably necessary;of which
the six-and-thirty containing the whole philosophy
of the Egyptiansare leamned by che forementioned per-
sonages; and the ocher six, which are medical, by the
Pastophoroi (image-bearers),—treacing of the struc-
rure of the body, and of discases, and instruments, and
medicines, and about ¢the eyes, and the lasz abous
women."’

Ore of the greawest tragedics of the philosophic
world was the loss of nearly all of che forey-two books
of Hermes mentioned in the foregoing. These books §
disappeared during the buming of Alexandria, forthe } | |
Romans—and kater the Christians—realized thac un- i
cil these beoks were eliminated chey could never bring
the Egypeians into subjection. The volumes which
escaped the fire were buried in the desere and cheir

[ .

It has been asserted chac the Book of Thoth is, in realicy, the mys-
terious Tarot of the Bohemians—a strange emblematic book of
seventy-¢ight leaves which has been in possession of the gypsies since
the time when they were driven from cheir ancient cemple, the Sera-
peum. (According to the Secrer Histories the gypsies were origin-
ally Egyptian priests.) There are now in the world several secret
schools privileged to initiate candidates into che Mysteries, but in
nearly every instance they lighted cheir altar fires from the faming
torch of Herm. Hermes in his Book of Theth revealed to all man-
kind che “One Way,” and for ages the wise of every nation and
every faith have reached immortalicy by the 'Way"' established by
Hermes {n the midst of the darkness for ehe redempeion of hu-

mankind.

POIMANDRES, THE VISION OF HERMES

The Divine Pymander of Hermes Mercurius Trismegistus is one
of the carliest of the Hermetic writings now extant. While prob-
ably not in ies original form, having been remodeled during che fiese
centurics of dhe Christian Era and incorrectly translaced since, this
work undoubeedly contains many of the original concepes of the
Hermetic awltus. The Divine Pymander consists of seventeen frag-
mentaty writings gachered together and put forth as one work. The
second book of The Divine Pymarnder, called Poimandres, or The
Visiom, is believed to describe the mechod by which
the divine wisdom was first revealed to Hermes. It
was after Hermes had received this revelation that
he began his ministry, teaching to all who would
listen the secrets of the invisible universs as they had
been unfolded to him

The Vision is the mose famous of all the Hermetie
fragments, and contains an exposition of Hermetic
cosmogony and the secree sciences of the Egyptians
regarding the culture and unfoldment of the human
soul. For some time it was erronecusly called *"The
Genesis of Enoch,"” bur that mistake has now been
rectified. Ac hand while preparing the following in-
terpeetation of the symbolic philosophy concealed
within The Vision of Hermes the present author has
had these reference works: The Divine Pymander of
Hermes Mercurius Trismegistus (London, 1650),
cranslated out of cthe Arabic and Greek by Dr. Ever-
ard; Hermetica (Oxford, 1924), cdited by Walrer
Scote; Hermes, The Mysteriesof Egype (Philadelphia,
1925), by Edouard Schure; and the Thrice-Greatest
Flermes (London, 1906), by G. R. S. Mead. To the
muaterial contained inthe above volumes he hasadded

?\\ commentarics based upon the esoteric philosophy of

the ancienc Egypeians, cogether with amplifications
detived partly from other Hermeric fragments and

location is mow known to only a few initiates of the From Wilkissoo's Mewners & Gumms  narrly from the secret arcanum of the Hermetic

of the Ancicez Epypeices.
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THE BOOK OF THOTH

sciences. For che sake of clarity, the narrative form

"y . % - Bl the 1o porsemaliies were Nemded to-
While Hermes still walked the carth with men, he Secher aud i is mow imparsble o Mpézate N CUTTCTK USC.
encrusted to his chosen successors the sacred Book of  Dimes Bueks® sud - Soribe of che G, Ficemes, while wandering in a rocky and desolate
Thoth. This work contained the sccret processes by  pumafiheGuds Mewsgomeralysictred  place, gave himself over to meditation and prayer.
a wnh the Body of @ mas and che Aead of on . 1 - . !
which the regencration of humanity wasto be 3ccom-  iis. The exoct sywbolic mesning of tais  Following the secret instructions of the Temple, he
plished and also served as the key to his other writ- 2% (s hes mever fere Sscoreral. 4 gradually freed his higher consciousness from the

ings. Notching definite is known concerning the con-  the iis—cnpesially ws bead asd bak—  bondage of his bodily senses; and, chus released, his

tents of the Book of Thoth other than that its pages
were covered with strange hieroglyphic figures and symbols, which
gave to those acquainced with their use unlimited power over the
spirics of the air and the subcerrancan divinities. When certain areas
of the brain are stimulated by the secret processes of the Mysterics,
the consciousness of man is extended and he is permiteed o behold
the Immortals and enter into the presence of the superior gods.
The Book of Theth described the method whereby this stimulation
was accomplished. In truth, therefore, it was the “Key to Immor-
aalicy.”

According to legend, the Book of Theeh was kepe in a golden box
in the inner sancruary of the temple. There was buc one key and chis
was in the possession of the ““Master of the Mysteries,” the highest
iniciate of the Hametic Arcanum. He alone knew what was writ.
ten in the secrer book. The Book of Thoth was lost to the ancient
wotld with the decay of the Mysterics, but its faithful initiates car-
sied it scaled in the sacred casker into anocher land. The book is
seill in existence and continues to lead che disciples of this age into
the presence of the Immortals. No other information can be given
to the world concerning it now, but the apostolic succession from
the first hierophant initiated by Hermes himself remains unbroken
to this day, and those who are peculiasly fieted to serve che Im.
mortals may discover this priceless document if they will search
sincerely and direlessly for it

shouid prove sllumincang.

divine nature revealed to him the mysteries of the
wanscendencal spheres. Hebehelda figure, terribleand awe-inspiring.
[e was the Great Dragon, with wings seretching across the sky and
light streaming in all directions from itsbody. (The Mysteries taught
that the Universal Life was personified as 2 dragon.) The Great
Dr.xgon called Hermes by name, and asked him why he chus medi-
taced upon the World Mystery. Terrified by the specracle, Hermes
proserated himself before the Dragon, beseeching it to reveal its
identity. The great creature answered thac it was Poimandres, the
Mird of the Universe, the Creative Incelligence, and the Absolute
Emperor of all. (Schure identifies Poimandres as the god Osiris)
Hermes then besoughe Poimandres to disclose the nacure of the uni-
verse and the consticution of the gods. The Dragon acquicsced, bid-
ding Trismegistus hold its image in his mind.

Immediately the form of Poimandseschanged. Where it had stood
there was a glorious and pulsating Radiance. This Light was che
spiritual nature of the Great Dragon itself. Hermes was “raised””
into the midst of this Divine Effulgence and the universe of mate-
rial things faded from his consciousness. Presently a grear darkness
descended and, expanding, swallowed up the Light. Everything
was troubled. About Hermes swirled 2 mysterious wartery substance
which gave forth 2 smokelike vapor. The air was flled with in-
articulate moanings and sighings which seemed to come from the
Lighe swallowed up in the darkness. His mind told Hermes that

And he must be acquainted with
what are called hieroglyphics,
and know about cosmography
and geography, the position of
the sun and moon, and about the
five planets; also the description
of Egypt, and the chart of the
Nile; and the description of the
equipment of the priests and of
the place consecrated to them,
and about the measures and the
things in use in the sacred rites.
Then the Stole-keeper follows
those previously mentioned, with
the cubit of justice and the cup
for libations. He is acquainted
with all points called Padeutic
(relating to training) and
Moschophaltic (sacrificial). There
are also ten books which relate to
the honour paid by them to their
gods, and containing the
Egyptian worship; as that relating
to sacrifices, first-fruits, hymns,

prayers, processions, festivals,
and the like. And behind all walks

the Prophet, with the water-vase
carried openly in his arms; who is
followed by those who carry the
issue of loaves. He, as being the
governor of the temple, learns
the ten books called 'Hieratic';
and they contain all about the
laws, and the gods, and the whole
of the training of the priests. For
the Prophet is, among the
Egyptians, also over the
distribution of the revenues.
There are then forty-two books
of Hermes indispensably
necessary; of which the six-and-
thirty containing the whole
philosophy of the Egyptians are
learned by the aforementioned
personages; and the other six,
which are medical, by the
Pastophoroi (image-bearers)-
treating of the structure of the
body, and of disease, and
instruments, and medicines, and
about the eyes, and the last about
women.”



Writing Materials:

A scribe's tools comprised palette,
water-cup, tablets, and papyrus

scroll. The palette was a long,
narrow, rectangular wooden tablet,
with a container for the reeds and
two sockets for the cakes of black
and red ink. The scribe wrote on
papyrus, tablets of stuccoed wood,
shards, pottery fragments, or
limestone splinters (ostraca).

-Her Bak. v.1. 0.333
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peincipally shown by their sacred ceremonial. For first advances the
Singer, bearing some one of the symbols of music. For they say that
he must learn two of the books of Hermes, the one of which con-
tains the hymns of the gods, the second che regulations for the king’s
life. And after che Singer advances the Astrologer, with a horologe
in his hand, and a palm, the symbols of astrology. He must have
the astrological books of Hermes, which are four in number, always
in his mouth. Of these, one is about the order of the fixed stars chae
arc visible, and another about the conjunctions and luminous ap-
pearances of the sun and moon; and the rest respecting their risings.
Next in order advances the sacred Seribe, with wings on his head,
and in his hand 2 book and rule, in which were writing ink and the
reed, with which they write. And he must be acquainced with whag
are called hicroglyphics, and know about cosmography and geog-
raphy, the position of the sun and moon, and about the five plances;
also the descripeion of Egype, and the chare of the Nile; and the
descripcion of the equipment of the priests and of che place conse-
crated to them, and about the measures and che things in use in the
sacred rites. Then the Seole-keeper follows chose previously men-
tiomed, with the cubic of justice and the cup for libations. He is ac-
quainged with all points called Padeuric (relating to training) and
Moschophaltic (saerificial). There are also ten books which relate
to the honour paid by chem to their gods, and containing the Egyp-
tian wosship; aschat relacing to sacrifices, first-fruits,
hymns, prayers, processions, festivals, and che like.
And behind all walks che Propher, with the wacer-
vasc carticd openly in his arms; who is followed by
those who carry the issue of loaves. He, as being the
governor of the temple, learns the ten books called
*Hicratic”; and they conain all about che laws, and
the gods, and the whole of the craining of che prieses.
For the Propher is, among the Egyprians, also over
e distribugion of the revenues. There are chen forty-
two booksof Hermesindispensably necessary;of which
the six-and-thirty containing the whole philosophy
of the Egyptiansare leamned by che forementioned per-
sonages; and the ocher six, which are medical, by the
Pastophoroi (image-bearers),—treacing of the struc-
rure of the body, and of discases, and instruments, and
medicines, and about ¢the eyes, and the lasz abous
women."’

Ore of the greatest tragedics of the philosophic 72
world was the loss of nearly all of the forty-two books i
of Hermes mentioned in the foregoing. These books §
disappeared during the bumning of Alexandria, for the } | |
Romans—and later the Christians—realized thac un- t ]
cil these books were eliminated they could never bring / Fj
the Egypeians into subjection. The volumes which SON
escaped the fire were buried in the desere and cheir
location is mow known to only a few initiates of the

THE BOOK OF THOTH

It has been asserted chac the Book of Thotk is, in realicy, the mys-
terious Tarot of the Bohemians—a strange emblematic book of
seventy-¢ight leaves which has been in possession of the gypsies since
the time when they were driven from cheir ancient cemple, the Sera-
peum. (According to the Secrer Historics the gypsies were origin-
ally Egyptian priests.) There are now in the world several secret
schools privileged to initiate candidates into che Mysteries, but in
nearly every instance they lighted cheir altar fires from the faming
torch of Herm. Hermes in his Book of Theth revealed to all man-
kind che “One Way,” and for ages the wise of every nation and
every faith have reached immortalicy by the 'Way"' established by
Hermes (n the midse of the darkness for ehe redempeion of hu-

mankind.

POIMANDRES, THE VISION OF HERMES

The Divine Pymander of Hermes Mercurius Trismegistus is one
of the carliest of the Hermetic writings now extant. While prob-
ably not in ies original form, having been remodeled during che fiese
centurics of dhe Christian Era and incorrectly translaced since, this
work undoubeedly contains many of the original concepes of the
Hermetic aultus. The Divine Pymander consists of seventeen frag-
mentaty writings gachered together and put forth as one work. The
second book of The Divine Pymarnder, called Poimandres, or The
Visiom, is believed to describe the mechod by which
the divine wisdom was first revealed to Hermes. It
was after Hermes had received this revelation that
he began his ministry, teaching to all who would
listen the secrets of the invisible universs as they had
been unfolded to him

The Vision is the mose famous of all the Hermetie
fragments, and contains an exposition of Hermetic
cosmogony and the secree sciences of the Egyptians
regarding the culture and unfoldment of the human
soul. For some time it was erroneously called *“The
Genesis of Enoch,"” bur that mistake has now been
rectified. Ac hand while preparing the following in-
terpeetation of the symbolic philosophy concealed
within The Vision of Hermes the present author has
had these reference works: The Divine Pymander of
Hermes Mercurius Trismegistus (London, 1630),
cranslated out of cthe Arabic and Greek by Dr. Ever-

b ard; Hermetica (Oxford, 1924), cdited by Walrer

Scote; Hermes, The Mysteriesof Egype (Philadelphia,
1925), by Edouard Schure; and the Thrice-Greatest
Flermes (London, 1906), by G. R. S. Mead. To the
muaterial contained inthe above volumes he hasadded

v\
?\\ commentarics based upon the esoteric philosophy of

the ancienc Egypeians, cogether with amplifications
detived partly from ocher Hermeric fragments and

From Willdsson's Maaners & Custers velv he <prpe - Pishe il
i it Erdions partly from the secret arcanum of cthe Hermetic

secree schools. THOTH, THE [BIS-HEADED. S e & MITRCIVE ROLH
Tt (s dondbeful thast the deiry caiied Thaes 1528 been chosen in preference to che original dialogic

$7 ke Egypelans wes eriginally Homes.  gryle, and obsolete words have given place to those

sciences. For che sake of clarity, the narrative form

While Hermes sill walked the earth with men, he  pether s i 5 e imprb i seperste i) CUITENS USE.
encrusted to his chosen successors the sacred Book of P Thyweacalied TheLendefehe  Hermes, while wandering in a rocky and desolate
Theeh. This work contained the secree processes by pusyafihe Gods"Heisgeneraiysictared  place, gave himself over to meditation and prayer.
which the regencration of humanity wasto beaccom- s ra,.;.&f symboisc meaming of this  FOllowing the secret instructions of the Temple, he
plished and also served as the key to his other writ- 2% (s hes mever fere Sscoreral. 4 gradually freed his higher consciousness from the

ings. Notching definite is known concerning the con-  the iis—cnpesially ws bead asd bak—  bondage of his bodily senses; and, chus released, his

tents of the Book of Thoth other than that its pages
were covered with strange hieroglyphic figures and symbols, which
gave to those acquainced with their use unlimited power over the
spiries of the air and the subterrancan divinities. When cercain areas
of the brain are stimulated by the secret processes of the Mysterics,
the consciousness of man is extended and he is permiteed to behold
the Immortals and enter into the presence of the superior gods.
The Book of Theth described the method whereby this stimulation
was accomplished. In truth, therefore, it was the “Key to Immor-
aalicy.”

According to legend, the Book of Theeh was kepe in a golden box
in the inner sancruary of the temple. There was buc one key and chis
was in the possession of the ““Master of the Mysteries,” the highest
iniciate of the Hametic Arcanum. He alone knew what was writ.
ten in the secrer book. The Book of Thoth was lost to the ancient
wotld with the decay of the Mysterics, but its faithful initiates car-
sied it sealed in the sacred casker into anocher land. The book is
seill in existence and continues to lead che disciples of this age into
the presence of the Immortals. No other information can be given
to the world concerning it now, but the apostolic succession from
the first hierophant initiated by Hermes himself remains unbroken
to this day, and those who are peculiasly fieted to serve che Im.
mortals may discover this priceless document if they will search
sincerely and direlessly for it

shouid prove sllumincang.

divine nature revealed to him the mysteries of the
wanscendencal spheres. Hebehelda figure, terribleand awe-inspiring.
[e was the Great Dragon, with wings seretching across the sky and
light streaming in all directions from itsbody. (The Mysteries taught
that the Universal Life was personified as 2 dragon.) The Great
Dr:ézon called Hermes by name, and asked him why he chus medi-
taced upon the World Mystery. Terrified by the specracle, Hermes
proserated himself before the Dragon, beseeching it to reveal its
identity. The great creature answered thac it was Poimandres, the
Mird of the Universe, the Creative Incelligence, and the Absolute
Emperor of all. (Schure identifies Poimandres as the god Osiris)
Hermes then besoughe Poimandres to disclose the nacure of the uni-
verse and the consticution of the gods. The Dragon acquicsced, bid-
ding Trismegistus hold its image in his mind.

Immediately the form of Poimandseschanged. Where it had stood
there was a glorious and pulsating Radiance. This Light was che
spiritual nature of the Great Dragon itself. Hermes was “raised””
into the midst of this Divine Effulgence and the universe of mate-
rial things faded from his consciousness. Presently a grear darkness
descended and, expanding, swallowed up the Light. Everything
was troubled. About Hermes swirled 2 mysterious wartery substance
which gave forth 2 smokelike vapor. The air was flled with in-
articulate moanings and sighings which seemed to come from the
Lighe swallowed up in the darkness. His mind told Hermes that

And he must be acquainted with
what are called hieroglyphics,
and know about cosmography
and geography, the position of
the sun and moon, and about the
five planets; also the description
of Egypt, and the chart of the
Nile; and the description of the
equipment of the priests and of
the place consecrated to them,
and about the measures and the
things in use in the sacred rites.
Then the Stole-keeper follows
those previously mentioned,
with the cubit of justice and the
cup for libations. He is
acquainted with all points called
Pzdeutic (relating to training)
and Moschophaltic (sacrificial).
There are also ten books which

relate to the honour paid by them

to their gods, and containing the

Egyptian worship; as that relating

to sacrifices, first-fruits, hymns,

prayers, processions, festivals,
and the like. And behind all walks

the Prophet, with the water-vase
carried openly in his arms; who is
followed by those who carry the
issue of loaves. He, as being the
governor of the temple, learns
the ten books called 'Hieratic';
and they contain all about the
laws, and the gods, and the whole
of the training of the priests. For
the Prophet is, among the
Egyptians, also over the
distribution of the revenues.
There are then forty-two books
of Hermes indispensably
necessary; of which the six-and-
thirty containing the whole
philosophy of the Egyptians are
learned by the aforementioned
personages; and the other six,
which are medical, by the
Pastophoroi (image-bearers)-
treating of the structure of the
body, and of disease, and
instruments, and medicines, and
about the eyes, and the last about
women.”
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Maya’s cubit (18th Dyn., Louvre Museum, N 1538)

The oldest examples of the so-called common cubit rods by the prestigious
ceremonial cubits date back to the New material utilized for their manufacture;
Kingdom. In addition to their symbolism stone or metal (wood is more rarely
they are distinguished from the more used), and by the wealth of texts and
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information that would appear to have
been superfluous for ordinary measuring

tools. —Journal of Ancient Egyptian
Architecture, July 2016 - December 2016, p.1-9

Egyptlan Royal Cublt Measurement Rod

No point has been more disputed than Several of these have been found made
the exact measurement of the cubit, of stone, wood, and other materials.
called in Egyptian ma, one of the long There was a royal cubit, satin ma, of 7
ends of which was always bevelled. palms, the whole equal to 525

millimeters. The ordinary cubit
measured 6 palms, and was employed in
the construction of the monuments.

—Manners and Customs of the Ancient

Egyptian, v.2, p.383
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peincipally shown by their sacred ceremonial. For first advances the
Singer, bearing some one of the symbols of music. For they say that
he must learn two of the books of Hermes, the one of which con-
tains the hymns of the gods, the second che regulations for the king’s
life. And after che Singer advances the Astrologer, with a horologe
in his hand, and a palm, the symbols of astrology. He must have
the astrological books of Hermes, which are four in number, always
in his mouth. Of these, one is about the order of the fixed stars chae
arc visible, and another about the conjunctions and luminous ap-
pearances of the sun and moon; and the rest respecting their risings.
Next in order advances the sacred Seribe, with wings on his head,
and in his hand 2 book and rule, in which were writing ink and the
reed, with which they write. And he must be acquainced with whag
are called hicroglyphics, and know about cosmography and geog-
raphy, the position of the sun and moon, and about the five plances;
also the descripeion of Egype, and the chare of the Nile; and the
descripcion of the equipment of the priests and of che place conse-
crated to them, and about the measures and che things in use in the
sacred rites. Then the Seole-keeper follows chose previously men-
tiomed, with the cubic of justice and the cup for libations. He is ac-
quainged with all points called Padeuric (relating to training) and
Moschophaltic (saerificial). There are also ten books which relate
to the honour paid by chem to their gods, and containing the Egyp-
tian wosship; aschat relacing to sacrifices, first-fruits,
hymns, prayers, processions, festivals, and che like.
And behind all walks che Propher, with the wacer-
vasc carticd openly in his arms; who is followed by
those who carry the issue of loaves. He, as being the
governor of the temple, learns the ten books called
*Hicratic”; and they conain all about che laws, and
the gods, and the whole of the craining of che prieses.
For the Propher is, among the Egyprians, also over
e distribugion of the revenues. There are chen forty-
two booksof Hermesindispensably necessary;of which
the six-and-thirty containing the whole philosophy
of the Egyptiansare leamned by che forementioned per-
sonages; and the ocher six, which are medical, by the
Pastophoroi (image-bearers),—treacing of the struc-
rure of the body, and of discases, and instruments, and
medicines, and about ¢the eyes, and the lasz abous
women."’

Ore of the greawest tragedics of the philosophic
world was the loss of nearly all of che forty.two books
of Hermes mentioned in the foregoing. These books §
disappeared during the bumning of Alexandria, for the } | |
Romans—and later the Christians—realized thac un- t ]
cil these books were eliminated they could never bring / Fj
the Egypeians into subjection. The volumes which SON
escaped the fire were buried in the desere and cheir
location is mow known to only a few initiates of the

THE BOOK OF THOTH

It has been asserted chac the Book of Thotk is, in realicy, the mys-
terious Tarot of the Bohemians—a strange emblematic book of
seventy-¢ight leaves which has been in possession of the gypsies since
the time when they were driven from cheir ancient cemple, the Sera-
peum. (According to the Secrer Historics the gypsies were origin-
ally Egyptian priests.) There are now in the world several secret
schools privileged to initiate candidates into che Mysteries, but in
nearly every instance they lighted cheir altar fires from the faming
torch of Herm. Hermes in his Book of Theth revealed to all man-
kind che “One Way,” and for ages the wise of every nation and
every faith have reached immortalicy by the 'Way"' established by
Hermes (n the midse of the darkness for ehe redempeion of hu-

mankind.

POIMANDRES, THE VISION OF HERMES

The Divine Pymander of Hermes Mercurius Trismegistus is one
of the carliest of the Hermetic writings now extant. While prob-
ably not in ies original form, having been remodeled during che fiese
centurics of dhe Christian Era and incorrectly translaced since, this
work undoubeedly contains many of the original concepes of the
Hermetic aultus. The Divine Pymander consists of seventeen frag-
mentaty writings gachered together and put forth as one work. The
second book of The Divine Pymarnder, called Poimandres, or The
Visiom, is believed to describe the mechod by which
the divine wisdom was first revealed to Hermes. It
was after Hermes had received this revelation that
he began his ministry, teaching to all who would
listen the secrets of the invisible universs as they had
been unfolded to him

The Vision is the mose famous of all the Hermetie
fragments, and contains an exposition of Hermetic
cosmogony and the secree sciences of the Egyptians
regarding the culture and unfoldment of the human
soul. For some time it was erroneously called *“The
Genesis of Enoch,"” bur that mistake has now been
rectified. Ac hand while preparing the following in-
terpeetation of the symbolic philosophy concealed
within The Vision of Hermes the present author has
had these reference works: The Divine Pymander of
Hermes Mercurius Trismegistus (London, 1630),
cranslated out of cthe Arabic and Greek by Dr. Ever-

b ard; Hermetica (Oxford, 1924), cdited by Walrer

Scote; Hermes, The Mysteriesof Egype (Philadelphia,
1925), by Edouard Schure; and the Thrice-Greatest
Flermes (London, 1906), by G. R. S. Mead. To the
muaterial contained inthe above volumes he hasadded

v\
?\\ commentarics based upon the esoteric philosophy of

the ancienc Egypeians, cogether with amplifications
detived partly from ocher Hermeric fragments and

From Willdsson's Maaners & Custers velv he <prpe - Pishe il
i it Erdions partly from the secret arcanum of cthe Hermetic

secree schools. THOTH, THE [BIS-HEADED. S e & MITRCIVE ROLH
Tt (s dondbeful thast the deiry caiied Thaes 1528 been chosen in preference to che original dialogic

$7 ke Egypelans wes eriginally Homes.  gryle, and obsolete words have given place to those

sciences. For che sake of clarity, the narrative form

While Hermes sill walked the earth with men, he  pether s i 5 e imprb i seperste i) CUITENS USE.
encrusted to his chosen successors the sacred Book of P Thyweacalied TheLendefehe  Hermes, while wandering in a rocky and desolate
Theeh. This work contained the secree processes by pusyafihe Gods"Heisgeneraiysictared  place, gave himself over to meditation and prayer.
which the regencration of humanity wasto beaccom- s ra,.;.&f symboisc meaming of this  FOllowing the secret instructions of the Temple, he
plished and also served as the key to his other writ- ffj"j,'f}"a';:;;:;‘{;ﬁ"j‘;;’;’j:{;;;‘, gradually freed his higher consciousness from the

ings. Notching definite is known concerning the con-  the iis—cnpesially ws bead asd bak—  bondage of his bodily senses; and, chus released, his

tents of the Book of Thoth other than that its pages
were covered with strange hieroglyphic figures and symbols, which
gave to those acquainced with their use unlimited power over the
spiries of the air and the subterrancan divinities. When cercain areas
of the brain are stimulated by the secret processes of the Mysterics,
the consciousness of man is extended and he is permiteed to behold
the Immortals and enter into the presence of the superior gods.
The Book of Theth described the method whereby this stimulation
was accomplished. In truth, therefore, it was the “Key to Immor-
aalicy.”

According to legend, the Book of Theeh was kepe in a golden box
in the inner sancruary of the temple. There was buc one key and chis
was in the possession of the ““Master of the Mysteries,” the highest
iniciate of the Hametic Arcanum. He alone knew what was writ.
ten in the secrer book. The Book of Thoth was lost to the ancient
wotld with the decay of the Mysterics, but its faithful initiates car-
sied it sealed in the sacred casker into anocher land. The book is
seill in existence and continues to lead che disciples of this age into
the presence of the Immortals. No other information can be given
to the world concerning it now, but the apostolic succession from
the first hierophant initiated by Hermes himself remains unbroken
to this day, and those who are peculiasly fieted to serve che Im.
mortals may discover this priceless document if they will search
sincerely and direlessly for it

shouid prove sllumincang.

divine nature revealed to him the mysteries of the
wanscendencal spheres. Hebehelda figure, terribleand awe-inspiring.
[e was the Great Dragon, with wings seretching across the sky and
light streaming in all directions from itsbody. (The Mysteries taught
that the Universal Life was personified as 2 dragon.) The Great
Dr:ézon called Hermes by name, and asked him why he chus medi-
taced upon the World Mystery. Terrified by the specracle, Hermes
proserated himself before the Dragon, beseeching it to reveal its
identity. The great creature answered thac it was Poimandres, the
Mird of the Universe, the Creative Incelligence, and the Absolute
Emperor of all. (Schure identifies Poimandres as the god Osiris)
Hermes then besoughe Poimandres to disclose the nacure of the uni-
verse and the consticution of the gods. The Dragon acquicsced, bid-
ding Trismegistus hold its image in his mind.

Immediately the form of Poimandseschanged. Where it had stood
there was a glorious and pulsating Radiance. This Light was che
spiritual nature of the Great Dragon itself. Hermes was “raised””
into the midst of this Divine Effulgence and the universe of mate-
rial things faded from his consciousness. Presently a grear darkness
descended and, expanding, swallowed up the Light. Everything
was troubled. About Hermes swirled 2 mysterious wartery substance
which gave forth 2 smokelike vapor. The air was flled with in-
articulate moanings and sighings which seemed to come from the
Lighe swallowed up in the darkness. His mind told Hermes that

And he must be acquainted with
what are called hieroglyphics, and
know about cosmography and
geography, the position of the sun
and moon, and about the five
planets; also the description of
Egypt, and the chart of the Nile;
and the description of the
equipment of the priests and of
the place consecrated to them,
and about the measures and the
things in use in the sacred rites.
Then the Stole-keeper follows
those previously mentioned, with
the cubit of justice and the cup
for libations. He is acquainted
with all points called Padeutic
(relating to training) and
Moschophaltic (sacrificial). There
are also ten books which relate
to the honour paid by them to
their gods, and containing the
Egyptian worship; as that
relating to sacrifices, first-
fruits, hymns, prayers,
processions, festivals, and the

like. And behind all walks the
Prophet, with the water-vase
carried openly in his arms; who is
followed by those who carry the
issue of loaves. He, as being the
governor of the temple, learns the
ten books called 'Hieratic'; and
they contain all about the laws,
and the gods, and the whole of
the training of the priests. For the
Prophet is, among the Egyptians,
also over the distribution of the
revenues. There are then forty-
two books of Hermes
indispensably necessary; of which
the six-and-thirty containing the
whole philosophy of the Egyptians
are learned by the
aforementioned personages; and
the other six, which are medical,
by the Pastophoroi (image-
bearers)-treating of the structure
of the body, and of disease, and
instruments, and medicines, and
about the eyes, and the last about
women.’
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peincipally shown by their sacred ceremonial. For first advances the
Singer, bearing some one of the symbols of music. For they say that
he must learn two of the books of Hermes, the one of which con-
tains the hymns of the gods, the second che regulations for the king’s
life. And after che Singer advances the Astrologer, with a horologe
in his hand, and a palm, the symbols of astrology. He must have
the astrological books of Hermes, which are four in number, always
in his mouth. OFf these, one is about the order of cthe fixed stars chae
arc visible, and another about the conjunctions and luminous ap-
pearances of the sun and moon; and the rest respecting their risings.
Next in order advances the sacred Seribe, with wings on his head,
and in his hand 2 book and rule, in which were writing ink and the
reed, with which they write. And he must be acquainced with whag
are called hicroglyphics, and know about cosmography and geog-
raphy, the position of the sun and moon, and about the five plances;
also the descripeion of Egype, and the chare of the Nile; and the
descripeion of the equipment of the priests and of the place conse-
crated to them, and about the measures and che things in use in the
sacred rites. Then the Seole-keeper follows chose previously men-
tiomed, with the cubic of justice and the cup for libations. He is ac-
quainged with all points called Padeuric (relating to training) and
Moschophaltic (saerificial). There are also ten books which relate
to the honour paid by chem to their gods, and containing the Egyp-
tian wosship; aschat relacing to sacrifices, first-fruits,
hymns, prayers, processions, festivals, and che like.
And behind all walks che Propher, with the wacer-
vasc carticd openly in his arms; who is followed by
those who carry the issue of loaves. He, as being the
governor of the temple, learns the ten books called
*Hicratic”; and they conain all about che laws, and
the gods, and the whole of the craining of che prieses.
For the Propher is, among the Egyprians, also over
the distribucion of the revenues. There are chen forty-
two booksof Hermesindispensably necessary;of which
the six-and-thirty containing the whole philosophy
of the Egyptiansare leamned by che forementioned per-
sonages; and the ocher six, which are medical, by the
Pastophoroi (image-bearers),—treacing of the struc-
rure of the body, and of discases, and instruments, and
medicines, and about ¢the eyes, and the lasz abous
women."’

Ore of the greatest tragedics of the philosophic £
world was the loss of nearly all of the forty-two books i
of Hermes mentioned in the foregoing. These books

i Aary
disappeared during the buming of Alexandria, forthe } J L
Romans—and later the Christians—realized thac un- i \
cil these books were eliminated chey could never bring P;L‘

the Egypeians into subjection. The volumes which
escaped the fire were buried in the desere and cheir
location is mow known to only a few initiates of the

THE BOOK OF THOTH

It has been asserted chac the Book of Thoth is, in realicy, the mys-
terious Tarot of the Bohemians—a strange emblematic book of
seventy-¢ight leaves which has been in possession of the gypsies since
the time when they were driven from cheir ancient temple, the Sera-
peum. (According to the Secrer Historics the gypsies were origin-
ally Egyptian priests.) There are now in the world several secret
schools privileged to initiate candidates into che Mysteries, but in
nearly every instance they lighted cheir altar fires from the faming
torch of Herm. Hermes in his Book of Theth revealed to all man-
kind che “One Way,” and for ages the wise of every nation and
every faith have reached immorealicy by the *'Way" established by
Hermes {n the midst of the darkness for ehe redempeion of hu-

mankind.

POIMANDRES, THE VISION OF HERMES

The Divine Pymander of Hermes Mercurius Trismegistus is one
of the earliest of the Hermetic writings now extant. While prob-
ably not in ies original form, having been remodeled during che fiese
centurics of dhe Christian Era and incorrectly translaced since, this
work undoubeedly contains many of the original concepes of the
Hermetic cultus. The Divine Pymander consists of seventeen frag-
mentaty writings gachered together and put forth as one work, The
second book of The Divine Pymarnder, called Poimandres, or The
Visiom, is believed to describe the mechod by which
the divine wisdom was first revealed to Hermes. It
was after Hermes had received this revelation that
he began his ministry, teaching to all who would
listen the secrets of the invisible universs as they had
been unfolded to him

The Vision is the mose famous of all the Hermetie
fragments, and contains an exposition of Hermetic
cosmogony and the secree sciences of the Egyptians
regarding the culture and unfoldment of the human
soul. For some time it was erroneously called *“The
Genesis of Enoch,"” bur that mistake has now been
rectified. Ac hand while preparing the following in-
terpeetation of the symbolic philosophy concealed
within The Vision of Hermes the present author has
had these reference works: The Divine Pymander of
Hermes Mercurius Trismegistus (London, 1630),
cranslated out of cthe Arabic and Greek by Dr. Ever-

b ard; Hermetica (Oxford, 1924), cdited by Walrer

Scote; Hermes, The Mysteriesof Egype (Philadelphia,
1925), by Edouard Schure; and the Thrice-Greatest
Flermes (London, 1906), by G. R. S. Mead. To the
muaterial contained inthe above volumes he hasadded

?\ commentarics based upon the esoteric philosophy of
S

the ancienc Egypeians, cogether with amplifications
detived partly from ocher Hermeric fragments and

From Willdsson's Maaners & Custers velv he <prpe - Pishe il
i it Erdions partly from the secret arcanum of cthe Hermetic

secree schools. THOTH, THE IBIS-HEADED. e S atracive kom
Tt (s dondbeful thast the deiry caiied Thaes 1528 been chosen in preference to che original dialogic

&y the Epypelans was originally Hermes, Sty]C, and cbsoia.: \\'Ofd.s hn\'e an.m Pll('\' o t:"los&'

sciences. For che sake of clarity, the narrative form

While Hermes still walked the carth with men, he i::i-:‘ " m.’ig,:ﬂ: e i) CUEDEIK USE.
encrusted to his chosen successors the sacred Book of &‘:J%‘:.f&‘-’iﬁ*:‘éﬂ:‘fii. o8 Hermes, while wandering in a rocky and desolate
Theth. This work contained the secret processes by pes :’(‘ngtﬁx‘?&:m-:%ﬁt_yd place, gave himself over to meditation and prayer.
which the regencration of humanity wastobeaccom- s, Tae et eialic aiddmbag o/ ile Following the secret instructions of the Temple, he
plished and also served as the key to his other writ- 57l hes som s Seoerel & gradually freed his higher consciousness from the

ings. Notching definite is known concerning the con-  the iis—cnpesially ws bead asd bak—  bondage of his bodily senses; and, chus released, his

tents of the Book of Thoth other than that its pages
were covered with strange hieroglyphic figures and symbols, which
gave to those acquainced with their use unlimited power over the
spiries of the air and the subterrancan divinities. When cercain areas
of the brain are stimulated by the secret processes of the Mysterics,
the consciousness of man is extended and he is permiteed to behold
the Immorals and enter into the presence of the superior gods.
The Book of Theth described the method whereby this stimulation
was accomplished. In truth, therefore, it was the “Key to Immor-
aalicy.”

According to legend, the Book of Theeh was kepe in a golden box
in the inner sancruary of the temple. There was buc one key and chis
was in the possession of the ““Master of the Mysteries,” the highest
iniciate of the Hametic Arcanum. He alone knew what was writ.
ten in the secrer book. The Book of Thoth was lost to the ancient
wotld with the decay of the Mysterics, but its faithful initiates car-
sied it scaled in the sacred casker into anocher land. The book is
seill in existence and continues to lead che disciples of this age into
the presence of the Immortals. No other information can be given
to the world concerning it now, but the apostolic succession from
the first hierophant initiated by Hermes himself remains unbroken
to this day, and those who are peculiasly fieted o serve che Im-
mortals may discover this priceless document if they will search
sincerely and direlessly for it

id prove sllumincting.

divine nature revealed to him the mysteries of the
wanscendencal spheres. Hebehelda figure, terribleand awe-inspiring.
[e was the Great Dragon, with wings seretching across the sky and
light streaming in all directions from itsbody. (The Mysteries taught
that the Universal Life was personified as 2 dragon.) The Great
Dr.xgon called Hermes by name, and asked him why he chus medi-
taced upon the World Mystery. Terrified by the specracle, Hermes
proserated himself before the Dragon, beseeching it to reveal its
identity. The great creature answered thac it was Poimandres, the
Mird of the Universe, the Creative Incelligence, and the Absolute
Emperor of all. (Schure identifies Poimandres as the god Osiris)
Hermes then besoughe Poimandres to disclose the nacure of the uni-
verse and the consticution of the gods. The Dragon acquicsced, bid-
ding Trismegistus hold its image in his mind.

Immediately the form of Poimandseschanged. Where it had stood
there was a glorious and pulsating Radiance. This Light was che
spiritual nature of the Great Dragon itself. Hermes was “raised””
into the midst of this Divine Effulgence and the universe of mate-
rial things faded from his consciousness. Presencly a great darknes
descended and, expanding, swallowed up the Light. Everything
was troubled. About Hermes swirled 2 mysterious wartery substance
which gave forth 2 smokelike vapor. The air was flled with in-
articulate moanings and sighings which seemed to come from the
Lighe swallowed up in the darkness. His mind told Hermes that

And he must be acquainted with
what are called hieroglyphics, and
know about cosmography and
geography, the position of the
sun and moon, and about the five
planets; also the description of
Egypt, and the chart of the Nile;
and the description of the
equipment of the priests and of
the place consecrated to them,
and about the measures and the
things in use in the sacred rites.
Then the Stole-keeper follows
those previously mentioned, with
the cubit of justice and the cup
for libations. He is acquainted
with all points called Padeutic
(relating to training) and
Moschophaltic (sacrificial). There
are also ten books which relate to
the honour paid by them to their
gods, and containing the Egyptian
worship; as that relating to
sacrifices, first-fruits, hymns,
prayers, processions, festivals,
and the like. And behind all walks

the Prophet, with the water-vase
carried openly in his arms; who
is followed by those who carry
the issue of loaves. He, as being
the governor of the temple,
learns the ten books called
'Hieratic'; and they contain all
about the laws, and the gods, and
the whole of the training of the
priests. For the Prophet is, among
the Egyptians, also over the
distribution of the revenues.
There are then forty-two books
of Hermes indispensably
necessary; of which the six-and-
thirty containing the whole
philosophy of the Egyptians are
learned by the aforementioned
personages; and the other six,
which are medical, by the
Pastophoroi (image-bearers)-
treating of the structure of the
body, and of disease, and
instruments, and medicines, and
about the eyes, and the last about
women.”
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Hor Hat & Thoth, pouring emblems of life & purity over king Amunoph 3rd

Two Gods-Hierophants, one with the initiated. They are in the act of pouring the candidate its early significance. 559
head of a hawk (the Sun), the other ibis- on his head a double stream of water (now an Initiate), when the beams of the
headed (Mercury, Thoth, the god of (the water of life and new birth), which morning sun (Osiris) strike the crown of
Wisdom and secret learning, the stream is interlaced in the shape of a his head (his entranced body being
assessor of Osiris-Sun), are standing cross and full of small ansated crosses. placed on its wooden tau so as to receive

over the body of a candidate just This is allegorical of the awakening of the rays). -SD2:558-9
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peincipally shown by their sacred ceremonial. For first advances the
Singer, bearing some one of the symbols of music. For they say that
he must learn two of the books of Hermes, the one of which con-
tains the hymns of the gods, the second che regulations for the king’s
life. And after che Singer advances the Astrologer, with a horologe
in his hand, and a palm, the symbols of astrology. He must have
the astrological books of Hermes, which are four in number, always
in his mouth. Of these, one is about the order of the fixed stars chae
arc visible, and another about the conjunctions and luminous ap-
pearances of the sun and moon; and the rest respecting their risings.
Next in order advances the sacred Seribe, with wings on his head,
and in his hand 2 book and rule, in which were writing ink and the
reed, with which they write. And he must be acquainced with whag
are called hicroglyphics, and know about cosmography and geog-
raphy, the position of the sun and moon, and about the five plances;
also the descripcion of Egype, and the chare of the Nile; and the
descripeion of the equipment of the priests and of the place conse-
crated to them, and about the measures and che things in use in the
sacred rites. Then the Seole-keeper follows chose previously men-
tiomed, with the cubic of justice and the cup for libations. He is ac-
quainged with all points called Padeuric (relating to training) and
Moschophaltic (saerificial). There are also ten books which relate
to the honour paid by chem to their gods, and containing the Egyp-
tian worship; aschat relacing to sacrifices, first-fruics,
hymns, prayers, processions, festivals, and che like.
And behind all walks the Propher, with the wacer-
vase carricd openly in his arms; who is followed by
those who carry the issue of loaves. He, as being the
governor of the temple, learns the ten books called
*Hicratic”; and they conain all about che laws, and
the gods, and the whole of the craining of che prieses.
For the Propher is, among the Egyprians, also over
the distribucion of the revenues. There are chen forty-
two booksof Hermesindispensably necessary;of which
the six-and-thirty containing the whole philosophy
of the Egyptiansare learned by che foremencioned per-
sonages; and the ocher six, which are medical, by the
Pastophorot (image-bearers),—creating of the struc-
rure of the body, and of discases, and instruments, and
medicines, and about ¢the eyes, and the lasz abous
women."’

Ore of the greatest tragedics of the philosophic =
world was the loss of nearly all of che forty.two books f'
of Hermes mentioned in the foregoing. These books 11 !
disappeared during the bumning of Alexandria, for the } | |
Romans—and kater the Christians—realized thacun- t ]
cil these beoks were eliminated chey could never bring F;f
the Egypeians into subjection. The volumes which SEN
escaped the fire were buried in the desere and cheir
location is now known to only a few initiates of the

THE BOOK OF THOTH

It has been asserced chac the Book of Thotk is, in realicy, the mys-
terious Tarot of the Bohemians—a strange emblematic book of
seventy-cight leaves which has been in on of the gypsies since
the time when they were driven from cheir ancient temple, the Sera-
peum. (According to the Secrer Historics the gypsies were origin-
ally Egyptian priests.) There are now in the world several secret
schools privileged to initiate candidates into che Mysteries, but in
nearly every instance they lighted cheir altar fires from the Saming
torch of Herm. Hermes in his Book of Theth revealed to all man-
kind che “One Way,” and for ages the wise of every nation and
every faith have reached immorealicy by the *'Way" established by
Hermes in the midse of the darkness for ehe redempeion of hu-

mankind.

POIMANDRES, THE VISION OF HERMES

The Divine Pymander of Hermes Mercurius Trismegistus is one
of the earliest of the Hermetic writings now extant. While prob-
ably not in ies original form, having been remodeled during che fiese
centurics of dhe Christian Era and incorrectly translaced since, this
work undoubeedly contains many of the original concepes of the
Hermetic cultus. The Divine Pymander consists of seventeen frag-
mentaty writings gachered together and put forth as one work, The
second book of The Divine Pymarnder, called Poimandres, or The
Visiom, is believed to describe the mechod by which
the divine wisdom was first revealed to Hermes. It
was after Hermes had received this revelation that
he began his ministry, teaching to all who would
listen the secrets of the invisible universs as they had
been unfolded to him

The Vision is the most famous of all the Hermetie
fragments, and contains an exposition of Hermetic
cosmogony and the secre sciences of the Egyptians
regarding the culture and unfoldment of the human
soul. For some time it was erronecusly called *"The
Genesis of Enoch,"” bur that mistake has now been
rectified. Ac hand while preparing the following in-
terpeetation of the symbolic philosophy concealed
within The Vision of Hermes the present author has
had these reference works: The Divine Pymander of
Hermes Mercurius Trismegistus (London, 1630),
cranslated out of cthe Arabic and Greek by Dr. Ever-

\. ard; Hermetica (Oxford, 1924), cdited by Walrer

\ Scote; Hermes, The Mysteriesof Egype (Philadelphia,
\ 1925), by Edouard Schure; and the Thrice-Greatest
Flermes (London, 1906), by G. R. S. Mead. To the

material contained inthe above volumes he hasadded
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the ancienc Egypeians, cogether with amplifications
detived partly from ocher Hermeric fragments and
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ings. Notching definite is known concerning the con-  the iis—cnpesially ws bead asd bak—  bondage of his bodily senses; and, chus released, his

tents of the Book of Thoth other than that its pages
were covered with strange hieroglyphic figures and symbols, which
gave to those acquainted with their us¢ unlimited power over the
spiries of the air and the subterrancan divinities. When cercain areas
of the brain are stimulated by the secret processes of the Mysterics,
the consciousness of man is extended and he is permiteed to behold
the Immorals and enter into the presence of the superior gods.
The Book of Theth described the method whereby this stimulation
was accomplished. In truth, therefore, it was the “Key to Immor-
aalicy.”

According to legend, the Book of Theth was kepe in a golden box
in the inner sancruary of the temple. There was buc one key and chis
was in the possession of the “*Master of the Mysteries, " the highest
iniciate of the Hametic Arcanum. He alone knew what was writ.
ten in the secrer book. The Book of Thoth was lost to the ancient
wotld with the decay of the Mysterics, but its faithful initiates car-
sied it scaled in the sacred casker into anocher land. The book is
seill in existence and continues to lead che disciples of this age into
the presence of the Immortals. No other information can be given
to the world concerning it now, but the apostolic succession from
the first hierophant initiated by Hermes himself remains unbroken
to this day, and those who are peculiasly fieted o serve che Im-
mortals may discover this priceless document if they will search
sincerely and direlessly for it

id prove sllumincting.

divine nature revealed to him the mysteries of the
wanscendencal spheres. Hebehelda figure, terribleand awe-inspiring.
[e was the Great Dragon, with wings seretching across the sky and
light streaming in all directions from its body. (The Mystezies taught
that the Universal Life was personified as 2 dragon.) The Great
Dr.xgon called Hermes by name, and asked him why he chus medi-
taced upon the World Mystery. Terrified by the specracle, Hermes
proserated himself before the Dragon, beseeching it to reveal its
identity. The great creature answered that it was Poimandres, the
Mird of the Universe, the Creative Incelligence, and the Absolute
Emperor of all. (Schure identifies Poirnandres a5 the god Osiris.)
Hermes then besoughe Poimandres to disclose the nacure of the uni-
verse and the consticution of the gods. The Dragon acquicsced, bid-
ding Trismegistus hold its image in his mind.

Immediately the form of Poimandseschanged. Where it had stood
there was a glorious and pulsating Radiance. This Light was che
spiritual nature of the Great Dragon itself. Hermes was “raised””
into the midst of this Divine Effulgence and the universe of mate-
rial things faded from his consciousness. Presencly a great darknes
descended and, expanding, swallowed up the Light. Everything
was troubled. About Hermes swirled 2 mysterious wartery substance
which gave forth a smokelike vapor. The air was flled with in-
articulate moanings and sighings which seemed to come from the
Lighe swallowed up in the darkness. His mind told Hermes that

And he must be acquainted with
what are called hieroglyphics, and
know about cosmography and
geography, the position of the
sun and moon, and about the five
planets; also the description of
Egypt, and the chart of the Nile;
and the description of the
equipment of the priests and of
the place consecrated to them,
and about the measures and the
things in use in the sacred rites.
Then the Stole-keeper follows
those previously mentioned, with
the cubit of justice and the cup
for libations. He is acquainted
with all points called Padeutic
(relating to training) and
Moschophaltic (sacrificial). There
are also ten books which relate to
the honour paid by them to their
gods, and containing the Egyptian
worship; as that relating to
sacrifices, first-fruits, hymns,
prayers, processions, festivals,
and the like. And behind all walks

the Prophet, with the water-vase
carried openly in his arms; who is
followed by those who carry the
issue of loaves. He, as being the
governor of the temple, learns
the ten books called 'Hieratic';
and they contain all about the
laws, and the gods, and the whole
of the training of the priests. For
the Prophet is, among the
Egyptians, also over the
distribution of the revenues.
There are then forty-two books
of Hermes indispensably
necessary; of which the six-and-
thirty containing the whole
philosophy of the Egyptians are
learned by the aforementioned
personages; and the other six,
which are medical, by the
Pastophoroi (image-bearers)-
treating of the structure of the
body, and of disease, and
instruments, and medicines, and
about the eyes, and the last about
women.”



