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CHAPTER XIV 

THE COULOMB MISSIONARY 

CONSPIRACY 

On the 10th day of September 
[1884] the first growl of the 
coming tempest was heard, for 
we received from Adyar a 
lugubrious letter from Damodar, 
intimating that the Missionaries 
were hatching a plot, evidently 
with the help of Mme. Coulomb. 
He said that this woman was 
going about here and there, 
breathing vengeance against 
H.P.B. and the Society. The 
members of the Board of Control, 
to which I had confided the 
management of our affairs at 
Headquarters, became so tired of 
her and her wretched gossip, that 

they tried to get her and her 
husband to go to Colorado, where 
Dr. Hartmann offered to present 
them with a gold-mine claim of 
his. They were both willing and 
anxious to go, and a day for their 
sailing, via Hong Kong and San 
Francisco, had been agreed upon, 
when they spoilt everything by 
saying that they held 
compromising letters of H.P.B.'s 
and that if they did not receive a 
bonus of Rs. 3,000, they should 
give the letters for publication. Of 
course, that stopped all 
negotiation; the Board held a 
meeting to which the accused 
were summoned, affidavits of 
their slanders were read in their 
presence, and they were expelled 
from membership in the Society. 



I have no intention at this late day to 

flog this dead horse; the public have 

taken their sides, H.P.B. has cast off the 

burden of her earthly sorrows, and time 

is daily vindicating her greatness of 

character and dignity of life-aims. Her 

personal faults and weaknesses are well-

nigh forgotten, and her reputation now 

rests upon the books she gave us, 

whose paramount value is being 

brought to view after the dust and 

smoke of the conflict have passed away. 

In company with Mr. Rudolph Gebhard, I 

returned to India in the first half of 

November, and Mme. Blavatsky 

followed in December, bringing with her 

Mr. Leadbeater and Mr. and Mrs. 

Cooper-Oakley, of London…  

Landing at Bombay on November 10, I 

lectured on the 12th, on "Theosophy 

Abroad", in Framji Cowasji Hall, to a 

packed audience, and one of the most 

enthusiastic I ever addressed.

Charles Leadbeater, 1854-1934

Isabel Cooper-Oakley, 1854-1913



Madras was reached on the 15th, and what sort 
of reception I had the local papers of the day 
show. More than 300 students of the very 
Christian College whose professors had 
attacked H.P.B., and a large number of our 
Society members, met me at the station, with 
cheers, a band of musicians, addresses, 
garlands, and perfume-sprinklings. Their joy 

and enthusiasm seemed boundless. The 
address read to me by the schoolboys is very 
flowery, but quivers with true affection. In 
certain of its sentences they touch the very 
heart of the mystery of the failure of the 
Missionaries to weaken our hold on the Indian 
public—for a mystery, indeed, it must have 
seemed to them. These Indian lads identify the 

Theosophical Society with the revival of 
Sanskrit Literature, the reconciliation of 
Religion with Science, the throwing of light 
upon man's future state, the welding of the 
"incohesive" Indian castes and creeds into one 
brotherhood feeling of mutual sympathy, and 
the defense of Aryan wisdom and Hindu honor 
against all critics and all comers.

19th century Indian 
railway platform



With such convictions as these 
possessing their minds, and with 
such thrills of gratitude pulsing 
through their hearts, the poor 
conspiracy against H.P.B. and the 
Blessed Ones was foredoomed to 
failure—nay, was predestined to do 
us infinite good instead of infinite 
harm in the long run. One sees this in 
the tone of the influential Indian 
journals of the day. Noticing the 
return of Mme. Blavatsky and her 
party, the Indian Mirror of December 
20 said: 
"The Hindu community, in general, is 
the more attracted to Mme. Blavatsky, 
because they believe that the 
Missionaries have, in reality, attacked 
the ancient Hindu religion and 
philosophy under the guise and 
pretense of exposing the lady’s 'trickery'. 
On that account the feeling of the 

native community against the 
Missionaries and for Mme. Blavatsky is 
very strong." 
The Indian Chronicle said: "We are not 
Theosophists ourselves. . . but we have 
a great respect for the founders of the 
Theosophical Society. It is the only 
foreign movement which appeals to 
the national feeling of India. . . and 
instead of being made the butt of 
ridicule, and its leaders the subject of 
persecution, it ought to be patiently 
nourished. The Christian scoffers . . . are 
perhaps not aware that the existence of 
Mahatmas . . . is universally believed 
throughout India, and it is preposterous 
to suppose that the Padris of Madras 
will do any serious  to that belief. . . . 
Theosophy, though it may have to bear 
much temporary annoyance . . . will 
come out of the fiery ordeal purer for 
having gone through it.” –ODL:191-3

Subba Row and HPB, c. 1884



VERSE 3 

Of the Seven (elements)— first 

one manifested, six concealed, 

two manifested, five concealed; 

three manifested, four 

concealed; four produced, three 

hidden; four and one tsan 

(fraction) revealed, two and one 

half concealed; six to be 

manifested, one laid aside (a). 

Lastly, seven small wheels 

revolving; one giving birth to 

the other (b).
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  (b) The process referred to as "the small 
wheels giving birth, one to the other," takes 
place in the sixth region from above, and on 
the plane of the most material world of all in 
the manifested Kosmos—our terrestrial plane. 
These "Seven Wheels" are our planetary chain 
(see Commentary Nos. 5 and 6). By "Wheels" 
the various spheres and centres of forces are 
generally meant; but in this case they refer to 
our septenary ring.
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one manifested, six concealed, 

two manifested, five concealed; 

three manifested, four 

concealed; four produced, three 

hidden; four and one tsan 

(fraction) revealed, two and one 

half concealed; six to be 

manifested, one laid aside (a). 

Lastly, seven small wheels 

revolving; one giving birth to 

the other (b).



(a) Although these Stanzas refer to the whole 

Universe after a Mahapralaya (universal 

destruction), yet this sentence, as any 

student of Occultism may see, refers also by 

analogy to the evolution and final formation 

of the primitive (though compound) Seven 

Elements on our Earth. Of these, four 

elements are now fully manifested, while the 

fifth—Ether—is only partially so, as we are 

hardly in the second half of the Fourth 

Round, and consequently the fifth Element 

will manifest fully only in the Fifth Round. 

The Worlds, including our own, were of 

course, as germs, primarily evolved from the 

ONE Element in its second stage ("Father-

Mother," the differentiated World's Soul, not 

what is termed the "Over-Soul" by Emerson), 

whether we call it, with modern Science, 

Cosmic dust and Fire Mist, or with Occultism

—Akâsa, Jivâtma, divine Astral Light, or the 

"Soul of the World."
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On the highest plane the 

combination of these three factors 

(active heat, latent heat and the 

primordial substance which they 

animate) is known as the 'sea of fire,' 

of which akasha is the first 

differentiation of pregenetic matter. 

Akasha, in manifestation, expresses 

itself as Fohat, or divine Energy, and 

Fohat on the different planes is 

known as æther, air, fire, water, 

electricity, ether, prana and similar 

terms. It is the sumtotal of that 

which is active, animated, or 

vitalized, and of all that concerns 

itself with the adaptation of the 

form to the needs of the inner flame 

of life. –TCF43-4
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…akasha is the first differentiation 

of pregenetic matter. Akasha, in 

manifestation, expresses itself as 

Fohat, or divine Energy, and Fohat 

on the different planes is known as 

æther, air, fire, water, electricity, 

ether, prana and similar terms. It is 

the sumtotal of that which is active, 

animated, or vitalized, and of all that 

concerns itself with the adaptation 

of the form to the needs of the inner 

flame of life. –TCF43-4
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…akasha is the first differentiation 

of pregenetic matter. Akasha, in 

manifestation, expresses itself as 

Fohat, or divine Energy, and Fohat 

on the different planes is known as 

æther, air, fire, water, electricity, 

ether, prana and similar terms. It is 

the sumtotal of that which is active, 

animated, or vitalized, and of all that 

concerns itself with the adaptation 

of the form to the needs of the inner 

flame of life. –TCF43-4
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STANZA II 

“AUM," said the Mighty One, and 

sounded forth the Word. The sevenfold 

waves of matter resolved themselves, 

and varied forms appeared. Each took 

its place, each in the sphere ordained. 

They waited for the sacred flood to 

enter and to fill. 

The Builders responded to the sacred 

sound. In musical collaboration they 

attended to the work. They built in 

many spheres, beginning with the third. 

Upon this plane their work 

commenced. They built the sheath of 

atma and strung it to its Primary. –TCF:12
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VERSE 3 

Of the Seven (elements)— first 

one manifested, six concealed, 

two manifested, five concealed; 

three manifested, four 

concealed; four produced, three 

hidden; four and one tsan 

(fraction) revealed, two and one 

half concealed; six to be 

manifested, one laid aside (a). 

Lastly, seven small wheels 

revolving; one giving birth to 

the other (b).
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On the highest plane the 

combination of these three factors 

(active heat, latent heat and the 

primordial substance which they 

animate) is known as the 'sea of fire,' 

of which akasha is the first 

differentiation of pregenetic matter. 

Akasha, in manifestation, expresses 

itself as Fohat, or divine Energy, and 

Fohat on the different planes is 

known as æther, air, fire, water, 

electricity, ether, prana and similar 

terms. It is the sumtotal of that 

which is active, animated, or 

vitalized, and of all that concerns 

itself with the adaptation of the 

form to the needs of the inner flame 

of life. –TCF43-4
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VERSE 3 

Of the Seven (elements)— first 

one manifested, six concealed, 

two manifested, five concealed; 

three manifested, four 

concealed; four produced, three 

hidden; four and one tsan 

(fraction) revealed, two and one 

half concealed; six to be 

manifested, one laid aside (a). 

Lastly, seven small wheels 

revolving; one giving birth to 

the other (b).



STANZA II (cont.) 

"AUM," said the Mighty One. "Let now 

the work proceed. Let the Builders of 

the air continue with the plan." 

The Deva-Lord and Builders upon the 

plane of air worked with the forms 

within that sphere which is reckoned 

mainly theirs. They wrought for union, 

each in his group assigned. The moulds 

grew fast beneath their hands. 

The sacred plane of juncture, the fourth 

great plane, became the sphere within 

the greater circle which marked the 

goal for man. –TCF:12



VERSE 3 

Of the Seven (elements)— first 

one manifested, six concealed, 

two manifested, five concealed; 

three manifested, four 

concealed; four produced, three 

hidden; four and one tsan 

(fraction) revealed, two and one 

half concealed; six to be 

manifested, one laid aside (a). 

Lastly, seven small wheels 

revolving; one giving birth to 

the other (b).



…akasha is the first differentiation 

of pregenetic matter. Akasha, in 

manifestation, expresses itself as 

Fohat, or divine Energy, and Fohat 

on the different planes is known as 

æther, air, fire, water, electricity, 

ether, prana and similar terms. It is 

the sumtotal of that which is active, 

animated, or vitalized, and of all that 

concerns itself with the adaptation 

of the form to the needs of the inner 

flame of life. –TCF43-4



STANZA II 

"AUM," said the Mighty One, He 

breathed forth to the fifth, the plane 

which is the burning-ground, the 

meeting place for fire. This time a 

cosmic note is heard beneath the 

sound systemic. The fire within, the fire 

without, meet with the fire ascending. 

The guardians of the cosmic fire, the 

devas of fohatic heat, watched o'er the 

forms that formless stood, waiting a 

point in time. 

The builders of a lesser grade, devas 

who work with matter, wrought at the 

forms. They stood in fourfold order. 

Upon the threefold levels in empty 

silence stood the forms. They vibrated, 

they responded to the key, yet useless 

stood and uninhabited.–TCF:12-13
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STANZA II 

"AUM," said the Mighty One, "let the 

waters too bring forth." The builders of 

the watery sphere, the denizens of 

moisture, produced the forms that 

move within the kingdom of Varuna. 

They grew and multiplied. In constant 

flux they swayed. Each ebb of cosmic 

motion increased the endless flow. The 

ripple of the forms was seen. –TCF:13
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STANZA II 

"AUM," said the Mighty One, "let the 

Builders deal with matter." The molten 

solidified. The solid forms were built. 

The crust cooled. The rocks congealed. 

The builders wrought in tumult to 

produce the forms of maya. When the 

rocky strata were completed the work 

stood in completion. The builders of the 

lowest grade announced the work was 

finished. –TCF:13



VERSE 3 

Of the Seven (elements)— first 

one manifested, six concealed, 

two manifested, five concealed; 

three manifested, four 

concealed; four produced, three 

hidden; four and one tsan 

(fraction) revealed, two and one 

half concealed; six to be 

manifested, one laid aside (a). 

Lastly, seven small wheels 

revolving; one giving birth to 

the other (b).
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VERSE 3 

Of the Seven (elements)— 

first one manifested, six 

concealed, two manifested, 

five concealed; three 

manifested, four concealed; 

four produced, three hidden; 

four and one tsan (fraction) 

revealed, two and one half 

concealed; six to be 

manifested, one laid aside 

(a). Lastly, seven small 

wheels revolving; one giving 

birth to the other (b).

Gradually these wheels unfolded 

and the Spirit of the Globe took up 

its dwelling in them, one after the 

other. By means of these seven 

stages that are called the Days of 

Creation, the Spirit of the Globes 

gradually passed from its invisible 

source to its invisible ultimate. Each 

of these globes was born out of the 

preceding one, and became the 

parent of the next. The hosts of lives 

evolving through and upon these 

globes passed from one to another 

in their endless search for the 

Promised Land.
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VERSE 3 

Of the Seven (elements)— first 

one manifested, six concealed, 

two manifested, five concealed; 

three manifested, four 

concealed; four produced, three 

hidden; four and one tsan 

(fraction) revealed, two and one 

half concealed; six to be 

manifested, one laid aside (a). 

Lastly, seven small wheels 

revolving; one giving birth to 

the other (b).



VERSE 4 

He builds them in the likeness 

of older wheels (worlds), 

placing them on the 

Imperishable Centres (a). 

How does Fohat build them? He 

collects the fiery dust. He 

makes balls of fire, runs 

through them and round them, 

infusing life thereinto; then 

sets them into motion, some 

one, some the other way. They 

are cold—he makes them hot. 

They are dry—he makes them 

moist. They shine—he fans and 

cools them (b). 

Thus acts Fohat from one 

twilight to the other during 

seven eternities.



‡A period of 311,040,000,000,000 years, 
according to Brahminical calculations.
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In considering planetary pralaya we might 

briefly enumerate the following periods of 

quiescence: 

Between Two Globes in a Chain. This covers the 

period of abstraction of the seeds of all life, and 

its transference from one sphere to another. 

The seed manu of a globe gathers all the life 

forces into Himself, as does the Logos at the 

close of a system, and as also transpires at the 

close of a chain, and holds them quiescent in 

His aura. This covers a period of a manvantara, 

or of one day of Brahma. 

Between Two Chains. This covers the period of a 

mahamanvantara, or of one year of Brahma. 

There are many ways of arriving at the greater 

cycles, but there is no need to confuse with the 

intricacies of figures.

The ten Prajapatis or Rishis, or the ten planetary 

Logoi, manifest through Their ten schemes in 

time and space, the hour of Their appearing 

differing. Each likewise manifests as does the 

Logos through a septenate and a triad, making 

again a ten of perfection. 

Between Two Solar Systems. This covers the 

period of one hundred years of Brahma, and 

through the study of the planetary cycles 

comprehension of these greater cycles may 

come. Complication comes to the student 

nevertheless in the fact that two of the 

schemes cover their cyclic periods in five 

rounds, while others have seven; one scheme 

has but three rounds, but a mystery is hidden 

here: on the inner round one planet has nine 

cycles to run before the purpose of its Lord is 

completed. –TCF:743-4
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VERSE 4 

He builds them in the likeness 

of older wheels (worlds), 

placing them on the 

Imperishable Centres (a). 

How does Fohat build them? He 

collects the fiery dust. He 

makes balls of fire, runs 

through them and round them, 

infusing life thereinto; then 

sets them into motion, some 

one, some the other way. They 

are cold—he makes them hot. 

They are dry—he makes them 

moist. They shine—he fans and 

cools them (b). 

Thus acts Fohat from one 

twilight to the other during 

seven eternities.

(a) The Worlds are built "in the likeness of 

older Wheels"—i.e., those that existed in 

preceding Manvantaras and went into 

Pralaya, because the LAW for the birth, 

growth, and decay of everything in Kosmos, 

from the Sun to the glow-worm in the grass, 

is ONE. It is an everlasting work of perfection 

with every new appearance, but the 

Substance-Matter and Forces are all one and 

the same. But this LAW acts on every planet 

through minor and varying laws. The 

"imperishable Laya Centres" have a great 

importance, and their meaning must be fully 

understood if we would have a clear 

conception of the Archaic Cosmogony, 

whose theories have now passed into 

Occultism. At present, one thing may be 

stated. The worlds are built neither upon, nor 

over, nor in the Laya centres, the zero-point 

being a condition, not any mathematical 

point.
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The fire latent in matter—itself a product of an earlier manifestation of the same cosmic Identity, or the 

relatively perfected quality worked out by Him in a previous cosmic incarnation—is set in motion again 

by the desire of that same Identity to circle once more the wheel of rebirth. –TCF:240 

The objective universe is but the product of some subjective mind. Next we must posit that the material 

for the building of this universe lay ready to the hand of the Builder, and that this material itself is the 

fruit of some previous system, all that is left of some past consummated product. –TCF:572
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over, nor in the Laya centres, the zero-point 

being a condition, not any mathematical 
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There is a basic law called the Law of Periodicity.  

1. This law governs all manifestation, whether it is the manifestation of a 
solar Logos through the medium of a solar system, or the manifestation of 
a human being through the medium of a form. This law controls likewise 
in all the kingdoms of nature.  

2. There are certain other laws in the system which are linked with this 
one; some of them are as follows:  

a. The Law of Economy......the law governing matter, the third aspect.  

b. The Law of Attraction...the law governing soul, the second aspect.  

c. The Law of Synthesis....the law governing spirit, or the first aspect.  

3. These three are cosmic laws. There are seven systemic laws, which 
govern the manifestation of our solar Logos:  

a. The Law of Vibration.  

b. The Law of Cohesion.  

c. The Law of Disintegration.  

d. The Law of Magnetic Control.  

e. The Law of Fixation.  

f. The Law of Love.  

g. The Law of Sacrifice and Death. –TCF:5-6
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VERSE 2 

The Swift and Radiant One 
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Foundations, surrounding 
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cause them to circumgyrate during 

Manvantara" (Occult Catechism). –SD1:147
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Thus acts Fohat from one 

twilight to the other during 
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(b) Bear in mind that Fohat, the constructive 

Force of Cosmic Electricity, is said, 

metaphorically, to have sprung like Rudra 

from Brahmâ "from the brain of the Father 

and the bosom of the Mother," and then to 

have metamorphosed himself into a male 

and a female, i.e., polarity, into positive and 

negative electricity. He has seven sons who 

are his brothers; and Fohat is forced to be 

born time after time whenever any two of his 

son-brothers indulge in too close contact—

whether an embrace or a fight. To avoid this, 

he binds together and unites those of unlike 

nature and separates those of similar 

temperaments. This, of course, relates, as any 

one can see, to electricity generated by 

friction and to the law involving attraction 

between two objects of unlike, and repulsion 

between those of like polarity.
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In the Brihadaranyaka Upanishad the Rudras 

are "ten vital breaths (prana) with the heart 

(manas) as the eleventh." In the Yishnu 

Purana the god Rudra is said to have sprung 

from the forehead of Brahma, and at the 

command of that god to have separated his 

nature into male and female, then to have 

multiplied each of these into eleven 

persons, some of which were white and 

gentle, others black and furious. Elsewhere 

it is said that the eleven Rudras were sons of 

Kasyapa and Surabhi, and in another 

chapter of the same Purana it is represented 

that Brahma desired to create a son, and 

that Rudra came into existence as a youth. 

He wept and asked for a name. Brahma gave 

him the name of Rudra; but he wept seven 

times more, and so he obtained seven other 

names: Bhava, Sarva, lsana, Pasupati, 

Bhima, Ugra, and Maha-deva. –A Classical 

Dictionary of Hindu Mythology and Religion:269-70
Sandstone sculpture of Rudra Shiva 
at Tala, Chhattisgarh, India
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Birth of Athena, fully armed  
from Zeus’ Head
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…akasha is the first differentiation 

of pregenetic matter. Akasha, in 

manifestation, expresses itself as 

Fohat, or divine Energy, and Fohat 

on the different planes is known as 

æther, air, fire, water, electricity, 

ether, prana and similar terms. It is 

the sumtotal of that which is active, 

animated, or vitalized, and of all that 

concerns itself with the adaptation 

of the form to the needs of the inner 

flame of life. –TCF43-4
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They are dry—he makes them 

moist. They shine—he fans and 

cools them (b). 

Thus acts Fohat from one 

twilight to the other during 

seven eternities.

The Seven "Sons-brothers," however, represent 
and personify the seven forms of Cosmic 
magnetism called in practical Occultism the 
"Seven Radicals," whose co-operative and 
active progeny are, among other energies, 
Electricity, Magnetism, Sound, Light, Heat, 
Cohesion, etc. Occult Science defines all these 
as Super-sensuous effects in their hidden 
behaviour, and as objective phenomena in the 
world of senses; the former requiring 
abnormal faculties to perceive them—the 
latter, our ordinary physical senses. They all 
pertain to, and are the emanations of, still 
more supersensuous spiritual qualities, not 
personated by, but belonging to, real and 
conscious CAUSES. To attempt a description of 
such ENTITIES would be worse than useless. The 
reader must bear in mind that, according to 
our teaching which regards this phenomenal 
Universe as a great Illusion, the nearer a body is 
to the UNKNOWN SUBSTANCE, the more it 
approaches reality, as being removed the 
farther from this world of Maya.
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and personify the seven forms of Cosmic 
magnetism called in practical Occultism the 
"Seven Radicals," whose co-operative and 
active progeny are, among other energies, 
Electricity, Magnetism, Sound, Light, Heat, 
Cohesion, etc. Occult Science defines all these 
as Super-sensuous effects in their hidden 
behaviour, and as objective phenomena in the 
world of senses; the former requiring 
abnormal faculties to perceive them—the 
latter, our ordinary physical senses. They all 
pertain to, and are the emanations of, still 
more supersensuous spiritual qualities, not 
personated by, but belonging to, real and 
conscious CAUSES. To attempt a description of 
such ENTITIES would be worse than useless. The 
reader must bear in mind that, according to 
our teaching which regards this phenomenal 
Universe as a great Illusion, the nearer a body is 
to the UNKNOWN SUBSTANCE, the more it 
approaches reality, as being removed the 
farther from this world of Maya.



Fohat on the different planes is 
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electricity, ether, prana and 
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There is a basic law called the Law of Periodicity.  

1. This law governs all manifestation, whether it is the manifestation of a 
solar Logos through the medium of a solar system, or the manifestation of 
a human being through the medium of a form. This law controls likewise 
in all the kingdoms of nature.  

2. There are certain other laws in the system which are linked with this 
one; some of them are as follows:  

a. The Law of Economy......the law governing matter, the third aspect.  

b. The Law of Attraction...the law governing soul, the second aspect.  

c. The Law of Synthesis....the law governing spirit, or the first aspect.  

3. These three are cosmic laws. There are seven systemic laws, which 
govern the manifestation of our solar Logos:  

a. The Law of Vibration.  

b. The Law of Cohesion.  

c. The Law of Disintegration.  

d. The Law of Magnetic Control.  

e. The Law of Fixation.  

f. The Law of Love.  

g. The Law of Sacrifice and Death. –TCF:5-6
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The law of Cohesion. On the second plane 

cohesion is first apparent. It is the first 

molecular plane of the system, and is the home 

of the Monad. Divine coherency is 

demonstrated.  

[It is] the law of birth, if we might use that term, 

resulting in the appearance of the Monads in 

their seven groups. Love is the source, and the 

Monad of love, the result.   

The atomic subplane sets the rate of vibration; 

the Law of Cohesion might be said to fix the 

colouring of each plane. –TCF:569, 576, 577
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According to this system, the 

external world of this our present 

consciousness is the joint product of 

Object and Subject. While non-

existent per se—it is said, the creation 

of the individual mind—matter is 

equally the sensible manifestation of 

the objectivity of an unknown 

Substance (unknown to—the profane 

only). Mind translates the 

impressions received from without—

impressions radiating from the world 

of Noumena into panorama of purely 

subjective ideation. The object as it is 

given in consciousness is 

phenomenal, but the primary 

stimulus comes from without. 

Subject and Object—as Noumena—

are equally real, but the SENSE-OBJECT 

is a subjective creation. Take, for 

example, the case of the Sun. To the 

Realist the glorious orb exists outside 

of, and independently of Mind, just as 

it appears in consciousness. To the 

Idealist it is the creation of Mind and 

perishes with it. To the objective 

Idealist, with Mind perishes the 

phenomenal Sun, but an unknown 

Substance—removed beyond the 

possibility of human conception as to 

its nature—remains. This—except the 

“Unknown Substance”—the 

Occultist will deny. For him, the 

subject as much as the object, Ego, 

Sun, Mind and the Universe itself is—

a Mâyâ, a huge illusion. But, as both 

the Perceiver and the Object 

perceived belong to the same plane 

of illusion, they are mutual and 

reciprocal Realities for such time as 

the Manvantaric illusion lasts. –HPB’s 

Collected Works, v.VIII, p. 95


