Poimandres inspires Hermes (who is
incorrectly depicted as being
asleep).From Hermes Trismegistus,
Sesthien boecken, Amsterdam 1643
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el e
s SOME one ! roasic. saychat
he roust loue owo of the books of Hermes, the one of whidh con.
ninthhmudthao&.thmmdlmm foctheking's
life. And after the Singeeadvumces the ; , with 2 horologe
m his hand, and 2 dzmrbclxofamfnl‘hmnlm
cheastrological Hermes, whichare four in number, always
in his moath. OF these, ove o about the ceder of the fixed starschar
are wisible, and anceber aboue e canjunxians and lamieaus ap.
pearances of che sun and moce; 2nd the rest cepacting dhe'x nisings,
Nexe dn cacer advances the saored Scribe, with wings on his head,
and in his band & beok and rulk, in which were wricing {e k and the
reed, with which thep wrice. £1ad he must be acquadnred with win:
are called hieroglyphics, and know about cosmagraphy and geog-
raphy, the posites of the sun &nd meea, and boue LEC ave plinere,
abo the docripeica of Egype, and the cham af the Néle; and the
descripelon of the equipmene of che priests and of ¢l plao: conse-
crated o themn, and about the measunss and the chings in uss in she
sacred rines. Then the Scole-koeper fallaws those peeviously ren
thaned, with the cabi of jusrice 2nd che cup for lilkations, He 5 ac-
wainced with all poiss called Peedestic (relacing oo tainie g) and
cachophakeic (sacrificial). There aze also ren baoks which el
1o the hooour paid by them ro thelr gods, 30d comtainiog dhe Egvp.
ciag woeship;as thac rebating co saceilioes, fiese fruie
Ryrres, peapess, peocessions, festivals, and ehe Ik
Ard behing all walis the Poopher, with dw wate
vaze camed gpenly in bis aroe; who & followed b
those who casry the tsuc of boaves. He, as boeg o
avernos of the cenaple, leasrs the ten boaks calle
‘%'lknb:'; and dhey contain all about dbe laws. an
the gods, and che whele of the eaaining of che peiest
Feu the Prophes iz, amang ehe Epppeiane, 4las oy
the Sistribution of the neverwes, There are then foety
ewo books sfHermesind speamablyneccssary;ofwhic
the six-ard thirty ceetaining the whale philoseph
ofthe E grouans ase kearned by che foeementiomsd per
sanages; and e ceher s, wilch are medical, by th
Pazzophoroi (Emage-beasens),—treating of the sruc
wurs ol the body, aud of diseases, and instrumencs, 2
medizines, and aboux the syes, and che lax adou
women,”

Cre of de greaces tragedies of che philasophs
workd was the [oss of nearly all of che fortr-oas Book
of Heymes menticesd in the fanepoing, Thzse baok
disappearcd during the beraing of Aleand-a, fre:h

Tt bas been asserced chac che Bosk of Thath is, in eeality, the oy
terious Torot of (e Bobemizns—a srange embkematic book af
sevearr-z ght leawes which has been in passession of the gypsles singe
the time wher they were driven from thelr ancenc temple, the Ser.
peurn. {Accanding e the Secrer Himories the gypsics wees arigin.
ally £ zrpenan priests) There are now (3 the wocld soveral s
sahools privikaed 2o ininace candxlaces (ato the Myseries, but in
rrearly exerp insramce chey lghend dheir alcar foes from the faming
corch of Herms, Flermes i his Soo8 of 2 hett eevaaled oo 21l man-
kind the “'Onz Way," axd fur ages the wise of every natice and
puesy Faith haue seached m:muﬁiq by the "“Way"" ezablished by
Hermes in twe midsr of the darkaess Far che redompion af fv-

POIMANDRES, THE VISION OF HERMES

of the casiiest of the Hlemewic wriliigs mow extit Wiile prob-

ahly nae in ies cnginal form, Baving been rermodeled daring che fire
cemturies of dwe Chebsrian Era and {ncomecdy rranchieed s4ce, this
work zadocheedly cmpins naey of de arlginal coexeps of che
Homuss: sultus. The Dine Peweader coneisas of sevenceen frag-
mextary soritiogs pachered rogeches aed puc forch as ooz vk, The
second book of The Dawme Pyraander, called Pelmanidees, or The
Wsiom, 15 belivvwd 1o dearibe the mechod by waidy
s divinz wisdom was first revealed 1o Hermare Je
was after Hernes fad recelved chis eevelation thae
be began his minetry, teacking to all who weald
lisoen the secrses of che invisible unaverss as they had
Leen uafolded to him

The Vison ts the mees Barous of 21l the Hermegz
[FARMRARS, RNC fOmaLlm an expesiics of Mometic
comropsay and the eeasee evenses of the Egvpians
regardieg che cuboune and unfoXmer: of che vamas
scul, For somes wim: o5 was crroncously ealled ““The
Genesis of Encch,”' but thas mistake has now heen
reeeed. A hand while preparing ohz followies in-
wrpestazon of the symoolk philceeshy ccnoealed
witkin The Vitioe of Hermes the present aurhor has
had these raference wocks: The Disin: Pyrsemder of
femres Mercartus Triimegisoss (Londan, 1650),
translaeed sut &f the Anabic and Geeek by 1. Fuce-
ard, Heoreatica (Oxteoed, 1924), adited by Waloer
Scomx; Heemes, The Mysteriescf Eqvpt (Philadelphia,
1925), by Edzuard Schure; and the Theice. Greutest
Hesmes (Leedon, 1906), by G R 5 Mad. To che

Romans—ard Ber the Chautamealzed dbagun i '\ \ mmtenal cusssiand intheabove volumes bz hasadded
0] these booles were elimirated they coudd never brin l u\_ ?\ cameentaries based upan the esare: o lesophy of
N bt bt R o e (1 47501 OIS St with prl s

c were buried 1 the desers and tha ival patly from ceher Hermmic Fragneents
lacation is cow known oo coly 2 few inisiase: of th 5= o tae At Bt partly fram the serser 2rcanum of the Hemesc

weoroe schools,
THE BOOK OF THOTH

SRS

ings. Noehing defizice i known concoming the conehe iy erpecia

were covered with heecoghphic figeres and sprobols, which
gave 10 thase acquaireed wiek cheir we uclimited power over €x
spizies of theair and the subermanean divinities. When cerai azeas
of the brain ane stimulated by the secsee processes of the Mysteries,
the oo fomsness of ma iy cxoended and e s penmitted to behold
the Immortals and eorer into che presence ot che supesior gees.
The Book of Thath desceibed che method whereby chis soimalarfon
wat acoomplished. In wrach, chenefore, 0 was dhe “Key 1o Tnnmnor-
d;ymtd:qw legend, the Bock of ¥ hoch waskepe ia 2 golder box
in the fneer sancruary of the cemgle, There was bucoce key ard (2o
was i the on of che *Master of the Mysteries, ' the highoe
indeiace of the Henmeric Arcanurm. He zlooe knew what was wri-
ten im the seerer book. The Book of Thoth was lost to the ancione

1d with the decay of the Mysaio, but its Feithful ineaics care
zﬂﬂbdintbtmmdaskzzimomabalmxin:ankk
«zill in exissencs and comcinues 10 fead the discinlex of chle 2pe Inre
the preence of the Immoccals. No oches infonmation can be given
to the world cosceming it now, bac the aposwlic succenica from
the Ere Bisrophant ipiciaced by Flermes himself remains unbrakea
to this day, and thase who ave perulinddy ficved ©o serve s In-
mereals may discover this peiceless docmerne of chey will seasch
sincerely and tirclessly foe .

THOTH THE ISSHEADED.
It i dowbdfal st ol Juits called Vinpid
:’ l‘:lfn,ﬂam '.'-;Jcr\p " ‘:Mb‘!“
. " c S A L e e
Whike Hermes <0ill walked the earth with men, b@w_’,ux:-f‘ugéy;ﬁ . urm‘:o
encrusted to his chosn ml.ta‘:!.: the sscred Beok ‘?m“éﬁu“‘:-?w n:g-lg
Th"lk This work cogzained 9ot proocoss Tjbsord “3:‘3 e sl
which dxn:gcncmlr-n of hu'm:axty wazen be m ?a l’hio‘c eyiel sywhodc mcaning n'.t-a
plighed and also served s the key o Tus oches wein 270 .u!,‘ buis ~='\':..":"-]31';:‘m5 &
& 2 an ey

tencs of dwe Bock of Thck ocher than thae ks page. 2% promeiifiminadeg

scirrces. For e sake of clanty, the namacive form
has been chuxen in pecfiorence 2o the crdglral d aloaglc
style, and comolerz wards have given place oo thos:
1 oament wee.

Moy, whilc wandering in 2 zacky 2nd desslare
place, gave himeelt aver ro medication aed prayen.
Foliowing ow secree instruceions of che Temple, he

saxlually frood Bis higher cocacioasms from the
Ea:;hg: of hix badilp aovmes; ard, thas reeased, his
civies rature rewalod o him the mysseries of the
ceanscender tal spieozs, Hebehelda 2 zure, rertibiles nd awe icspirieg,
le was the Cezae Dragan, wich wis 25 soenching acrom d:isr aad
lighzsrmaming feal | disactioes fromasbody, ( Tas Mysserics easshe
char the Univirsal Life was persentfed ac 4 deagon ) The Geet
Dizsgon called Hermex by name, 324 asloed bim wiy e thus medi-
carec upor: che Woarld Mysery, Terificd by che spectacle, Hernes
peasraed himeed ! befare che Deapra, bessching it to revesl it
whenticy. The greaz orearuee answered chax iz was Fettandres, the
Mind of the Unluerse, tw Craasive Intelligence, and the Absaluse
Emperar of all [Schere ideacifics Poimandres as the god Osiris.)
Hermis ther beeahe Palmandee: co dischose tae nacure of the -
verse ard the sonaiostivnaf e gods, The Dragee scqaicseed, bid-
diag Triswegisos bold i grage s kis mind.

Iresoezdiacedy che for af Peima ndreschar ged. Whese it hadstocd
there was 2 glorious a0d pulsauag Radiaace This Light was the
splrituzl catan of the Grear Dragon icelf, Hermes was “raised’”
intor the midst of this Divine Efalgerce and the universe of nrare

tl thirgs faded frons his consciousnzss, Preseanlv & preas datkness
cescerded and, exparding, swallowed up ke Lighe. Everything
was cowbled. Abous Heemes switled a mysserious watery sl rance
which gave farch 2 smekelile vapor. The wiz win @l with -
artice iz moan ligs and mghie gs which seemed to crene Fram the
Ligoe swallosved up in the daskeess, Hie mind cold Hermes that

IS N IETAREIN >
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the Lighe was the form of the spisitual umiverse and that the swirl-
wumuwawwm.

out of the imprisoned Lighe a mysterious and Holy Word
mfmhandmokhnndw&canokﬁ watess. This Woed—
the Voice of the Lighe—rsose out of the dar as a greae piltar,
and the fire and the air followed after it, but the carth and che water
remained smmoved below, Thus the waters of Light wese divided
from the waters of darkness, and from the waters of Light were
formed the worlds above and from dhe warers of darkness were
foered the worlds below. The earth and the water nexe mingled,
becoming insepacable, and the Spérioual Word which is called Reason
moved upon their surface, causing endiess cusmodd,

Then again was heard che voie of Podnsasdres, but His foem
was not sevealed: 'l Thy God am the Lighe and the Mind which
were befoee substance was divided from spirit and darknes from
Lighe. And the Woed which appeared as a péllar of fame our of
the darkness i the Son of God, bor of the mywery of the Mind
The nameof thar Woed is Reasom. Reason is the offspring of Thoughe
and Reason shall divide the Lighe from the darkness and establish
Trueh in che midst of the watess. Undesszand, O Hermes, and medi.
tate deeply epon the mystery. That which in you sees and bears &
mcx of the casth, bue is the Woed of Gaxd incarnate, So it is said
that Divine Lighs dwells in the mids of mortal darkness, and ignos-
ance camnoc divide them, The unson of the
Woed and the Mind prodoces that mystesy
which ts called Life. Asthe darkness with-
out you isdivided agaims itself, so the dark-
ness wichin you is likewise divided. The
Lighs and the fire which rise asc the divine
man, sxending in the path of the Word,
and chat which fails eo ascend is the moetal
man, which nay not partake of immor-
taliey, Lears decply of the Mind asd its
myseery, for theremn lies the seoret of im-
montaliey,”

The Dragon agamn revealed ics form o
Hermes, and fora loeg time the two looked
steadfastly ome upon the other, eye to eye,
so that Hermaes coembled before the gase of
Foémandres. Azthe Word of the Dragonche
heavens opened and che innamerable Lighe
Powessweserevealed, soaringchroughCos-
mos on pinions of ecaming fire, Hemes
beheld the spiries of the sears, the celessials
concrobling the universe, and all chose Pow
eeswhich shise withthe radiance of the One
Fire—the gloty of the Sovercign Mind. S
Hermes realized thag che sight which be be-
held was revealed to him only because Pod-
mandees had spokena Word, The Woed was
Reasca, and by the Reason of the Word in-

Hexrmes KTLON,

> X

A GREEX FORM OF HERMES

gecher with the risen Word, established feself in the midie of the

and croeping beases, dragons, composize demons, and
fashioned 2 glorious Universal Man in Its own image, not an casthy
maa bue 2 beavenly Man dwelling in the Light of God. The Si-
preme Mind boved the Man Iz had fashicnod and delivesed to Him
the control of the creations and workmanships.

*“The Man, desiring to laboe, wok wp His abode in the sphere
of generation and obacrved the works of His beother—che Second
Misd—which sa¢ upos the Ring of the Fize. And having beheld
the achieverments of the Fiery Woekman, He willed also to make
chings, and His Father gave permission. The Seven Governoss, of
whose powers He partook, sejoiced and each gave the Man 3 share
of lts own marure.

“The Man loaged to picce the circamiference of the ciecles and
undersand the ayrstery of Him who sst upoa the Erormal Fire, Hav-
ing already all power, He stooped down
and peeped through the seven Harmonies
and, beeaking throcgh the wreagth of the
circks, made Hinacll manifest to Nature
srerched out bedow. The Man, looking ioto
the depths, smiled, for He behedd 2 shadow
epon the carch and a likeness mirrosed i
the waters, which shadowand likenesswese
3 sefiection of Himself, The Man fell @
love with His cun shadow and desized to
descend ineo it. Coincident with the desive,
the Incelligent Thving uniced foself with the
unseasoniag image oz Sape,

"Natuse, bebolding the descent, wrap-
ped herselfabout the Man whom she loved,
and the two were mingled. For this season,
earehy man iscomposste. Wichis him & the
Sky Man, immorzal and beawtifiel; withous
is Nagure, moetal and deseruceible. Thus,
suffering isthe resaltof the Immostal Man's
falling in love with His shadow and giv-
ing up Realicy co dwell in the darkness of
illezsion; for, being invmaoreal, man has the

e of the Seven Governory—aho the
8- Life, the Lighe, and the Woed—but being
3 * moeral, he is controlled by the Rings of the

Faoen Bevane’s Myhodogy. - Governors—Fare or Diesiny.
“Of the lmumortal Man i shoedd be sad

viuble dli:ﬂ* were made manifess. IDivise 76 s Fleovwas s '.tnno.’l»]‘mu ‘.&" - A_'.)x- o CI’;: e that Heis herm.tphmdmr. oe rmale and fe-
e e ramts e skpod D e the e of Ot the i, and ctermally watchful. He ncithes

Mind —the Dngco —continued s dis- 7 he Scandrnarnans v shipnd )

Tanims ot Wocan, and certnin of the Ovimtad » -

Bedd.  Jdumbers oor sleeps, and s governed by a

course | ~
Fo. Thore are buw thearrer como ALy devine Sost Jox Laven
“Refore the visible universe was formed :'s:u.-.‘:.. tramalared si;:.‘a ..3.'»..4 et s Father also both male and fomale, and ever
2 Lol ke s ale . Morwrd v b =X
s mokd wascase. This mold wascalledthe iy Fiven wad & preet svsmrs gl 1 b s —aut cowms.  Waschful. Such is the mystery kepe hidden

Archetype, and chis Archetype was in the woeaf gnid b of huds and saomnd

Supreme Mind long before the peocess 0 1 Fmmnt S R s s Shiptod aed Plorms ety muarriage with the Sky Man, beough forch

to thix day, for Nature, being mingled in

A A X = -
creacion began. Beholding the Archeypes, :‘f_f,‘h‘* Theortoin f e shephad ) oo e e & wonder mosg wondesful—seven men, all

the Seprense Mind became enamored with  vaciede she shephond s crovk,
les own thought ; 0, taking the Word asa  7one ie tha mmdlicmad
mighcy hammer, It UL caverns in

primordial space and cast the form of the spheres i the Asc
mold, ar the same time sowing in the newly fashioaed bodies the
sweds of Hviag thisgs. The darkness below, receiving the hamser
of the Waord, was fashéoned into as crderdy universe. The elements
scparated into seraca and each beoughe foeth living creatuses. The

Supreme Being—che Mind—msale and female, forth the
Woed; and the Woed, between Lighe and wis
delivered of another Mind called che Workman, the Master-Builder,
or the Maker of Things.

o this snanses i wasaccomplished, O Hermes : The Word mov-
ing like a beeath theough called forth the Fire by the friction
of irs mocion. Therefore, the Fire is called the Son of Seriveng. The
Woekman passed as 2 whithwind theough the universe, causing the
subsrances to vibeate and glow with its friction. The Son of Striv-

to the maure of the Fiery Woekman. Then che Mind, to-

‘u-h : - A
: i
ma‘n = A pol'wis

Tomaes of Shane Juepie

o e et e bisexcual, male and female, and upeighe of
Fhrwihs e don

stature, cach onc exemplifying the natares
of the Seven Governors. These, O Hermes,
are the scven races, specics, and wheels.

“ Afzer this manner were the seven mea geacraced. Earth was the
fernale cdement and water the male element, and from the fire and
the xther they received their spurics, and Nature produced bodics
after the specics and shapes of men, And man received the Life and
L@’td:n(}ml)ngomaddd!b&wum&his&ulad
of the Lighe his Mind. And %0, all these composite creatures con-
raining immormality, but partaking of moeeality, concinued in chis
seate foe the duration of a period. repeoduced dheenselves out
of themselves, for each was male and fomale. Bue a¢ the end of the

iod the keot of Destiny was uatied by the will of God and the

0 o of
“Then God spoke to the Holy Woed within the soul of all thingx,
m:'lwhhnnmadnnxhu-lmdu.dm
my creatures and workmanships. Lee him thac is endhaed wich Mind
know himself co be immortal and thas the casne of death is the love
of the body; and ket him learn all chings that are, for be who has
’ hirnself encers inco the state of Good.”

{

o
i ul &
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"“And whex God had suid this, Providence, with the 2id of the
Seven Goverrors and Harmoay, breughe the sexzs cogecher, mat-
ing the mustuses and extabishing the gererazions, andall chings aere
muliplicd auding w dkir kind, He who through the crror of
artachmmens loves his bedy, atides wanderng in darkneo, scmiblc
and cuffering the things of dexch bt be who sealier chae the bocy
is but the tomb of his scul, rises © fmevortalior.”

Then Hermes desired to keow way mes should e deprived of
immvortalicy for the sin of ignocance alone. The Great Dragon as-
swered :*“To the ignorant che body & suprumc and they are incapa-
Ule of sealising dx inmsweualiy thag 5 witkinthem. Knowing only
the body which k sebjcx o deach, they believe in desth becaus
they worsh p thar substance which schecasee sndrealityof deach !

Then Herrres asked how che righecoes and wise assto Do, m
which Poimandees mpled: “Thae whizh the Ward of God iaid,
03y I: "Beczuse the Facher of 2l shings corsiss of Lifeand Lghe,
whereof man Is made,” If, therefoee, 2 mas shall kearn and urcde:-
mand che narwee of Life and Lighe, thaon be sball pass inco b ceerniny
of Life and Lighe"

Hermes nevr iaquired ahoer the rad by which the wise areained
to Life cana, asd Poimandres cominued : “Let the man endued
with a Mind maek, consider, and learn of himslf, and with the
power cf his Mird divide hirese¥ trom his nec-1f and become a
savine of Realiey.””

Fhores ashod Eallone did voc have Misds, and theGaraz Dragan
replied ; *“Take heed what youray, for Lamche Mind  the Boarnal
Teacher. 1 1m th: Father of tae Word—the Redremer of 31l men
—ard in the rateze of the wise the Woed takes flesk. By meass of
the Word, the werlc is saved. [, Thought | Thoch)—th: Father of
the Word, the Mixd—come oaly unto men thic a¢ boly and gaod,
pere and mercifid, and chac live plously and religiously, and my
presance s an opirazion asd 2 hdp so thers, for whea 1oous gy
immediscely bnow all thirgs and acore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore suchwive ind philoiophicones die, they lesmn ea renaorce the e
senses, knowiag that thoe arcthe encmies of thets immortal souls.

“1 wil ot permic the cvil senses to ronrol the bodies of those
who love me, noe will | allow evil emeticns and evil though's ©
enter them, | become as a porier or docekeeper, and shise cut ovil,
protcting e wis from chilr ews loovar naouic, Bucco dic wicksd,
the envivus ard dhe conetcus, | comme noe, for such camoe under
stnc the myseries of Mixd: therefore 1 am unaecome. | liawe
them to theavengingdemon tha they are making in theirown seuls,
foe evil each cay increases irself and tomments mun mare sharply,
ard cach evil deed acds o cheevi deeds ehut ire goac betare untl
finally evil deroys wseif. The punbdunc of desire & e 2gosy
ol wufulillnac.”

Hermer bovsedhichesd i ehankfulmes co the Crea: Dvagon ahs
had aughe him o mrud, and begged to har moe concerring b
ultimare of the hurman soul. So Poimandaes rescrmed - **Ae j:au
the material body of mun s reeumed to the ehemenes Home waich
it came, and the invisitie divine man asoends 1o the source fror
wixcece e came, samely the Efgleh Speere. The evl passes e the
dwelling place of che d , And the y Seclings, daslics, and
bedy pasicns return to their sourse, namely the Seven Goverzor,
whoe nirures in the bwer mas deseroy but in the invisibe sairiul

mﬁllfc.
** Afrer che howeer natuie bas sreurned to th: bastishaess, the higher
smglcagunto:cp.m rsspiroual estace. ltascends the sevea Rings
upon which sk the Sover Goveance and vauars w cach ther lower
puwas b tls coaanc: Upon che fiss sing sics che Moon, and o
it it seeuemed ehe abiliey wo increase and dimingh. Upon the second
ing sits Mercary, and to it are returned machinacions, decrir, and
tiness. Upen dhe third ning sits Vienus, and 10 it are retumed the
fusts and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sus, ind to this
Lord are retzrred ambit ons. UFm e ath riag sics Mars, and to
i are reurned rasanes and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth fing
iy Jupites, and € it ars rerumed de sense of accunulacion and
riches And upan the wueneh ring dreSaaers, 2+ the Gare of Chaos,
ard to it are reeursed falichood and evil pleeting.

““Thes, being niked of all che accumudations ofthe seven Riags,
the soul comes to the Eigheh name.y, the ring of che
stars, Here, freed of all tHesicn, ic dwells in the Light and sngs
praises w the Fathes in 2 voice which coly dhx pere of spiric may
Bewodd, O Hormes, chere sagraas mysery i theEighch
Sphese, for the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from
it they dsop into the Rings, and rothe Milky Way they retum agais
from thewteck of Saturn. But some cansocclimb theseven unged
ladder ofthe So they wander indaknzss selowand are swepe
imo exernicy the illesion of sense ard earchines.

“The path © immoraliy & haed, asd enly 2 few fisd o The
nm‘:ﬁm&ywhd:‘:'h&of?:m&mhl:
waberaner. Woe nmrn rhene whn waie, fnxy muse rerem again,

E

md%whm sar, and awiie
2 new Thowz who are saved by the lighe of the

which | have revealzd anta you, O Mermes, and which | sow
vou to establish ymong men, shall muwrn again w the Facher wio
dwalbah b che Whiic and shall deliver themoclves vp w0 che
Ligst and shall be o intc the Lighe, 1nd in che Lizha ohey
thall become Powers i God. This is the Way of Goad and is w.
wea ed only to them that kave wsdom

3 auMO&echﬁoﬂdelml.ﬁ‘-
muanddses, theLight of the World revealed my=lf, 1 cedes you
10 go forth, o bxcome 453 to these whe wander n datkness,
1hai all iown wikhin whom Is the acicic of My Mind (The Us i+
veral Mind) oy be saved by My Mind in poc, whidh shall ezl
forth My Mind in them. Esahblish My Myaeries and they <l
not fail from the earck, for | am the Mind of the Mysteries and
unt] Mind fails (which is never) my Mysieries canror fail " Wich
these pmb*wud& Foimandres, radiant wien ocdestial light, vay-
shad, mirgling with the powen of dx beavens. Raisng his cyes
wino che hravens, Henmes blesed che Facher of All Things aod cos-
recrated b 1ife e the service of dhe Grear Lighe.

Thas prcached Fermes: O people of the eanh, mun bors asd
made cf the dements, but with txe spist of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your deep of ignorance ! Be sober and thoughefil,
Realize that voue bome is e in the earch bt is the Lighe, Why
hav: you delvered yourstlves over urto deach, having power 0

of immertality? Repent ard change your minds, Depac
froem the dark lizhe and foecke comrugeion foeever Prepare poue-
selves 00 dimb threugh the Seven Rizgs and te blend your socle
with the ecersal Light.”

Soere who heard mocked anc scoffed and went cher way, de-
livering therraelses o the Secord Death from which dhwre &5 no
salvacion, Bup otes, cascing thensdves bufore de fccof [ lome,
besougae bim o teach them che Way of Life. He lifeed cham geacly,
woniviag ro :p(nnlnrirn for hirrvl:, and waf in kw!, went forkh
waching and guiding mankind, and dhowisg them howehiey mighe
be svad. In the werlds of men, Hames sowed the seeds of ws-
dom asd noarished the seeds with the Immortal Waeees. Aad ac
hstcame the evenueg of his Life, and as the brighensss of the lighe
of candk was beginming w go down, oo conumanded bt dis-
ciplex © prearve hic lermx inviolase cheoughou: all ages. The
Yiswm of Potmardres he commmined cowsitizg ehar all men decer.
ng immorality mighethercin find the way,

la conclading his exyoskion of che Wsicn, Hems wrose: " The
seep of the tody is the sober warchiulnes of the Mind and the
shuming of my eyes reveals the trae Light. My siknce & filed wih
budling i amd bope, un is [ull of good. My words are the blos-
oo of Freit of the wee of my soul. For dhis is ehe Gicdful accounc
of whar | receivnd ‘rom my ene Mind, that is Poimmandres, the
Grear Drazoa, the Lord of th: Word, through whom | became ia-
spired by God with thw Truth. Since taat day oy Miad has bemn
ever with meand inmy own soul it hach given bireh eo the Word :
the Werd is Rezson, and Rason hath redeemed me. Foe which
camxc, wich all oy seal s all sy susaggd, 1 give praise and blos-
?3 .:imn God the Facher, the Li's and the Lighn, and the Ereesul

W,
“Holy is God, the Facker of <l thiags, th: Cne who & befoe
Fire Begiwnig,

“Holy is God, wiose will & paformed and accom plished by His
cwr Powers which He hath gives bith coou: of Himeelf,

“Holy b Gusl, who bas dowrrr tnad cac He shall be known, azd
wha is kmown by His own to whom H: reveals Himscf,

“Hoy arr Thie, win by Thy Ward (Reason! hase eseshlished
all chings.

"oy art Thew, of whem all Natue: isthe imag:.

Hoy art Thea, whom the in‘eriar nature has nos formed,

“Hoy art Thew, 'who are strorge than all powers,

oy we Thea, who arc grearer than al excellercy.

"oy are Thew, who are beeeer chan all praisc

*Bcoepe chese reazonmble sacrinces froma pure scul und a heas
siretched out unty Thee

“O Thess Unsacakatle, Upustzrable. to be praised with silence !

| besoech Thee to book mercifully usor me, that | may nee et
fom the knowledge of Thee and thae | ray enlighten those chit
#c in fynoance, my brothess and Thy sons,

“Therefore | belicve Thoe and bear witiess ucco Tlee, asd de
parein peace and in erusefulisess into Thy Lighe asd Life.
h"BlmdanTmFuM'Wumm'ht&Mmﬂ

sinctificd wi as Thou hast giver him powerto anctify
chers with Tay Woed and Thy Truch."

T‘.i:lkwvuen dermes, like neaely all of the Hermetiz writh
& an ital expostton of grac and rysts
and iex hidden ncaning 1y be ummmundnﬂmly m:hu wiu
have hern “raised"” into ehe presence of the Trse

.
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"“And when God had said chis, Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Govemnors and Harmony, broughe the sexes together, mak-
ing the mixturesand establishing the generations, and all chings were
multiplied according to their kind, He who through the error of
arcachmene loves his body, abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the chings of death, but he who realizes chat the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy.”

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorane che body is suprene and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thar is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death "

Then Hermes asked how che righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Word of God said,
say |: ‘Because the Facher of all chings consists of Lifc and Lighs,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, 2 man hall learn and under-
stand the nature of Life and Light, then he shall pass into the coernity
of Life amd Lighe.”

Hermes next about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with 3 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servane of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did nochave Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Eoemal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoth)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to them, for when 1 come they
immediacely know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philasophic omes die, they leam to renoence cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter o doorkeeper, and shue out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, I leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before umtil

fimally evil destroys itself. The punishment of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
dtimof:hcbumannd.SoPoimndmmxd:"Atgu(h
the material body of man is returned co the elements from which
km,;d&mmmmﬁoﬁmfm
whence be came, namely Sphere. Passes to
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
wimmuuf:hdzlowumdwoybmintbchvﬂbkspiﬁnn!
man give

"Afmxh:loucmnhnmmdmt{ubnxiﬁrtbe!;{glu
stru to {esspiriaal estate. [eascends the seven Ri
upon whi skthemwmdmmmuchtbdthx
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to inceease and diminish, Upon the second

sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, decei, and

Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
mmmmrm sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and o
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
s by el e s

B sits Saturn, at 13
adwkmm&hdnodndcvﬂ i

“Then, being naked of all the accumu of the seven Rings,
the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars. Here, freed of all illusion, it dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Father in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in E?h.b
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Way they return again
from the wheels of Sacurn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
w&&m&mmhmmadmw
into ezernity the illusion of sense and carthines.

"Ihnﬁwhnau&khd.udonlya&wwk.m
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they must return again,

ndnhowm to the seed-ground of sta
a new begin Those who are saved by the lighe ¢
s 4 bt i
o men, return w0
dwelleth in the White and shall deliver themselves up 1o
Light and shall be into the Lighe, and in the they
shall become Powess in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.
--mqum.os«on , to whom of all men, 1, Poi-

mn&u.th“ghd:hcww.g‘wmddnmdf.lo«hm
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander in darkness,
that all men wichin whom Is the spiric of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them., Establish Waﬁanﬂt&ydﬂl
not fail from the carch, for | am the of the Myseries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Wich
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: ‘O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depare
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvation, But others, casting themeelves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his nes inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober warchfulness of the Mind and the
shuteing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budtﬁylifcmdbopc.mdisfnllolgoml My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the troe of my soul. For this is the faithful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDnéon.deocdofdeord.d\mu whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Lighe, and the Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
m';;"l‘:ls);an'l'lm.whoby“y\’/md (Reason) hast established

*“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

*“Holy art Thou, who are greacer than all excellency.

*"Holy art Thow, who are betrer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart
O Thou Unsgeakabic, U

4 , Unugterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and thae [ may enlighten those chae
are in ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore | belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
u@%ﬁpwm h:l:a sanctify

¥ » “ m - & m
o:baswibebyWotdandThyTudx‘."Yu e
. The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

ion of great philosophic and mystic

isan expasition :
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who

have been “raised”” into the presence of the True

"And when God had said this,
Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Governors and Harmony,
brought the sexes together,
making the mixtures and
establishing the generations,
and all things were multiplied
according to their kind. He who
through the error of
attachment loves his body,
abides wandering in darkness,

sensible and suffering the
things of death, but he who
realizes that the body is but the
tomb of his soul, rises to
immortality."

Then Hermes desired to know
why men should be deprived of
immortality for the sin of
ignorance alone. The Great
Dragon answered:, To the

ignorant the body is supreme
and they are incapable of
realizing the immortality that is

within them. Knowing only the
body which is subject to death,
they believe in death because
they worship that substance
which is the cause and reality
of death."

Then Hermes asked how the
righteous and wise pass to
God, to which Poimandres
replied: "That which the Word
of God said, say |: 'Because the
Father of all things consists of
Life and Light, whereof man is
made. If, therefore, a man shall
learn and understand the
nature of Life and Light, then
he shall pass into the eternity
of Life and Light."
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“And when God had said chis, Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Governors and Harmony, broughe the sexes together, mak-
ing the mixtures and establishing the gencerations, and all chings were
multiplied according to their kind, He who through the error of
atcachmene loves his body, abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the chings of death, but he who realizes that ¢he body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy.

Then Hemes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : *“To the ignorane che body is supreme and they are incapa
ble of realizing the immortalicy thac is within them. Knowing only
ehe body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and raality of deach.”!

Then Hermes asked how che righteous and wise pass to God, to
which Poimandres replied: "“"That which the Ward of God said,
say [: ‘Because the Facher of all chings consists of Lifc and Lighs,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall learn and under-
stand the nature of Life and Light, then he shall pass into the crernity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, ;‘3 Poimandres continued: “Let the man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servane of Realicy,"

Hermesasked ifall men did nochave Minds, and the Greas Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Evcrnal
Teacher. 1 am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—-and in the nature of the wise the Word cakes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. I, Thought (Thogh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind-—come only unto men thae are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to chem, for when 1 come they
immediacely know all things and adore the Universal Father, Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic ones die, they leam to renoence cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemies of their immortal souls,

*1 will not permit the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will 1 allow evil emotions and evil thoughts wo
enter them, | become as a porter o dootkeeper, and shue out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. Bat to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, I leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
finally evil destroys itself. The punishrvent of desire is the agony
of unfulfliment.”

Hermies bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had caught him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : **Ar death
the material body of man is recumned co the elements from which
it came, and che invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The evil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natures in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life.

**After the lower nature has rezurned to the brutishness, the higher
strugglesagain to regain (sspiriveal estate. [eascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Seven Governors and rexurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
ring sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceir, and
crattiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are returned the
luszs and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon the hith ring sits Mars, and co
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupiter, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumuladion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gate of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil ploteing.

“Then, being naked of all che accumulations of che seven Rings,
the soul comes to the Eigheh Sphere, namely, the ring of che fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Father in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Belold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in che Ei}gbdm
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Satutn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into exernity wich the illusion of sense and carthiness.

*“The path o immortalicy is hard, and caly a few find it, The
rest await the Great Day when the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for must recumn again,

unconscious and unknowing, to the seed-ground of stars, and await
a new beginning. Those who are saved by the lighe of the mystery
which 1 have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which I now bid
you to establish among men, shall recurn again o the Father who
dwelleth in the White l‘.nuht and shall deliver themselves up to the
Light and shall be absorbed into the Lighe, and in the Lighe they
shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

“'Blessed are thow, O Soa of Light, to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandres, the Light of the World, have revealed myself. | order you
to go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander in darkness,
that all men within whom dwells the spiric of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the earth, for | am the Mind of the Myaeries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” With
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Grear Lighe.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the carth, men born and
madde of the elerments, but with the spirie of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depant
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light."

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. Bue others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his doctrines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed o writing that all men desir-
ing immortalicy mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dwe Mind and the
shuteing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budding life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the troe of my soul. For dhis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Great Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth to the Woed -
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Evemnal
Goad,

“Holy is Ged, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given bisth to out of Himself

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

*Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

“Holy art Thou, of whom all Nature is the image

"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

“Holy art Thou, who are beteer than all praise.

"' Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare
stretched out unto Thee.

"0 Thou Unspeakable, Unuzrerable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, chat | may pos err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chae
are in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
pace in peace and in crustfulness into Thy Lighe and Life.

“"Blessed are Thow, O Father! The man Thou hast fashiosed would
be sanctified with Thee as Thou hast given him power to sancuify
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch.”

The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermetic writin
is an alkgorical expasition of greac philosophic and mystic uuzﬁ:
and its hidden meaning may be compeehended oaly by those who
have been “raised” into che presence of the True Mind.

"And when God had said this,
Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Governors and Harmony,
brought the sexes together,
making the mixtures and
establishing the generations,
and all things were multiplied
according to their kind. He who
through the error of
attachment loves his body,
abides wandering in darkness,

sensible and suffering the
things of death, but he who
realizes that the body is but the
tomb of his soul, rises to
immortality.”

Then Hermes desired to know
why men should be deprived of
immortality for the sin of
ignorance alone. The Great
Dragon answered:, To the

ignorant the body is supreme
and they are incapable of
realizing the immortality that is

within them. Knowing only the
body which is subject to death,
they believe in death because
they worship that substance
which is the cause and reality
of death.”

Then Hermes asked how the
righteous and wise pass to
God, to which Poimandres
replied: "That which the Word
of God said, say |: 'Because the
Father of all things consists of
Life and Light, whereof man is
made. If, therefore, a man shall
learn and understand the
nature of Life and Light, then
he shall pass into the eternity
of Life and Light."



XX

"“And when God had said chis, Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Govemnors and Harmony, broughe the sexes together, mak-
ing the mixturesand establishing the generations, and all chings were
multiplied according to their kind. He who through the error of
arcachmene loves his body, abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the chings of death, but he who realizes chat the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy.”

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorane che body is suprene and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thae is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject o death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death "

Then Hermes asked how che righteous and wise pass to God, to
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Word of God said,
say I: ‘Because the Facher of all chings consists of Lifc and Lighe,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall learn and under-
stand thwe nature of Life and Light, then he shall pass into the coernity
of Life amd Lighe.”

Hermes next about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servane of Realicy,"

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Eoemal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thoughe (Thoeh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore such wise and philasophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the encmies of their immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or dootkeeper, and shue out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come no, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, | leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before umtil
finally evil destroys itself. The punishient of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : “*Ar death
the material body of man is returned co the elements from which
it came, and che invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The cvil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natuzes in the lower man destroy but in the invisible spiritual
man give life.

**Afrer the lower nature has resumned to the brutishness, the higher
stry wrg(:ﬂbsplﬂmnlm.lnwmdnhemmw
upon which sit the Gowvernoes and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to inceease and diminish, Upon the second
ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceit, and
mmUpondzdﬂrdrﬁgdumedw&mmmdx
luses and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and o chis
Lord are returned ambi Upon the fifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupizer, and to it are rexurned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gate of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil i

“Then, being naked of all the accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eigheh Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises o the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in Eifh.b
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into etermity the illusion of sense and carthiness.
%yﬁwhmmmhd.uduha&wﬁndk.m
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they must retum again,
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which | have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which | now
you to establish men, shall return again o the Father who
Mhm%mmmm tothe
Light and shall be into the Lighe, and in the they
shall become Powess in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

"Blmaxmthou.OSoaofL , to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandses, the Lighe of the World, have revealed mysedf. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander in darkness,
that all men within whom Is thye spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the earch, for | am the Mind of the Myseries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celescial light, van-
ished, min;?ingwkhd\c powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life zo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: ‘O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and scaff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters. And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desie-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
sheep of the body is the sober watchfulness of the Mind and the
shuteing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
bu&h:? life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of che tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDnéon.deudoft}tWord,dm whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Etemal
“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
dl":ob' art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established

ings.

*“Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart

O Thos Unspeskabic, U

i , Unugterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe ere
from the knowledge of Thee and that [ may enligheen those chat
are in ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore | belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
k"Mam%ﬁF&h!mmwww

sanctified wi as Thou hast given him power to sancuify
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

nﬁm Hm,lﬂ:fnarlyaﬂofdu%nck
isan expasition of greas philosophic and mystic
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended oaly by those who
have been “ratsed”" into the presence of the True

N

"And when God had said this,
Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Governors and Harmony,
brought the sexes together,
making the mixtures and
establishing the generations,
and all things were multiplied
according to their kind. He who
through the error of
attachment loves his body,
abides wandering in darkness,

sensible and suffering the
things of death, but he who
realizes that the body is but the
tomb of his soul, rises to
immortality."

Then Hermes desired to know
why men should be deprived of
immortality for the sin of
ignorance alone. The Great
Dragon answered:, To the

ignorant the body is supreme
and they are incapable of
realizing the immortality that is

within them. Knowing only the
body which is subject to death,
they believe in death because
they worship that substance
which is the cause and reality
of death."

Then Hermes asked how the
righteous and wise pass to
God, to which Poimandres
replied: "That which the Word
of God said, say |: 'Because the
Father of all things consists of
Life and Light, whereof man is
made. If, therefore, a man shall
learn and understand the
nature of Life and Light, then
he shall pass into the eternity
of Life and Light."



XX

"“And when God had said chis, Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Govemnors and Harmony, broughe the sexes together, mak-
ing the mixturesand establishing the generations, and all chings were
multiplied according to their kind. He who through the error of
arcachmene loves his body, abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the chings of death, but he who realizes chat the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy.”

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorane che body is suprene and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thae is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject o death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death "

Then Hermes asked how che righteous and wise pass to God, to
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Word of God said,
say I: ‘Because the Facher of all chings consists of Lifc and Lighe,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall learn and under-
stand thwe nature of Life and Light, then he shall pass into the coernity
of Life amd Lighe.”

Hermes next about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servane of Realicy,"

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Eoemal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thoughe (Thoeh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore such wise and philasophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the encmies of their immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or dootkeeper, and shue out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, | leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before umtil
finally evil destroys itself. The punishient of desire is the agony

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : “*Ar death
the material body of man is returned co the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The cvil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natuzes in the lower man destroy but in the invisible spiritual
man give life.
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powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to inceease and diminish, Upon the second
ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceit, and
mmUpondzdﬂrdrﬁgdumedw&mmmdx
luses and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and o chis
Lord are returned ambi Upon the fifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupizer, and to it are rexurned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gate of Chaos,
ﬂ'i.?h‘;::dumbgofdldt“wu .oﬁhe R
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the soul comes o the Eigheh Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises o the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in Eifh.b
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into etermity the illusion of sense and carthiness.

%yﬁwhmmmhd.uduha&wﬁndk.m
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they must retum again,
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which | have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which | now
you to establish men, shall return again o the Father who
Mhm%mmmm tothe
Light and shall be into the Lighe, and in the they
shall become Powess in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

"Blmaxmthou.OSoaoﬂ. , to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandses, the Lighe of the World, have revealed mysedf. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander in darkness,
that all men within whom Is thye spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the earch, for | am the Mind of the Myseries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celescial light, van-
ished, min;?ingwkhd\c powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life zo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: ‘O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and scaff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desie-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
sheep of the body is the sober watchfulness of the Mind and the
shuteing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budding life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms:?fruitofd\emolmyml.Focd:isisdxfnizh!’ulmouaz
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDnéon.deudoft}tWord,dm whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Etemal
“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
dl":ob' art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established

ings.

*“Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart

O Thos Unspeskabic, U

i , Unugterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe ere
from the knowledge of Thee and that [ may enligheen those chat
are in ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore | belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
k"Mam%ﬁF&h!mmwww

sanctified wi as Thou hast given him power to sancuify
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

nﬁm Hm,lﬂ:fnarlyaﬂofdu%nck
isan expasition of greas philosophic and mystic
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended oaly by those who
have been “ratsed”" into the presence of the True

N

"And when God had said this,
Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Governors and Harmony,
brought the sexes together,
making the mixtures and
establishing the generations,
and all things were multiplied
according to their kind. He who
through the error of
attachment loves his body,
abides wandering in darkness,

sensible and suffering the
things of death, but he who
realizes that the body is but the
tomb of his soul, rises to
immortality.”

Then Hermes desired to know
why men should be deprived of
immortality for the sin of
ignorance alone. The Great
Dragon answered:, To the

ignorant the body is supreme
and they are incapable of
realizing the immortality that is

within them. Knowing only the
body which is subject to death,
they believe in death because
they worship that substance
which is the cause and reality
of death."

Then Hermes asked how the
righteous and wise pass to
God, to which Poimandres
replied: "That which the Word
of God said, say |: 'Because the
Father of all things consists of
Life and Light, whereof man is
made. If, therefore, a man shall
learn and understand the
nature of Life and Light, then
he shall pass into the eternity
of Life and Light."



"“And when God had said chis, Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Govemnors and Harmony, broughe the sexes together, mak-
ing the mixturesand establishing the generations, and all chings were
multiplied according to their kind, He who through the error of
arcachmene loves his body, abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the chings of death, but he who realizes chat the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy.”

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorane che body is suprene and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thar is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death "

Then Hermes asked how che righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Word of God said,
say |: ‘Because the Facher of all chings consists of Lifc and Lighs,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall learn and under-
stand thwe nature of Life and Light, then he shall pass into the coernity
of Life amd Lighe.”

Hermes next about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with 3 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servane of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did nochave Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Eoemal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thoughe (Thoeh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore such wise and philasophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the encmies of their immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter o doorkeeper, and shue out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come no, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, [ leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before umtil
finally evil destroys itself. The punishient of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ulximnzof:hcbumanmd.SoPoinnndmmnxd:“Atfm&h
the material body of man is returned co the elements from which
km,yummmm%oﬁmfm
whence be came, namely Sphere. Passes to
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
wimmmufchd:!mwumdwoybmind:mubkspiﬁnn!
man give

**Afrer the lower nature has resumned to the brutishness, the higher
stru m%ﬂuspﬁuﬂmltm&dﬂhmmw
upon which sit the Gowvernoes and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to inceease and diminish, Upon the second

sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceit, and

Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to i are retumned the
hmadmm{ounh sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ¢ Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and o
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
s by el e s

i sits Saturn, at 13
adwkmwnMﬁhdnodandcvﬂ i

“Then, being naked of all the accumu of the seven Rings,
the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Father in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in E?h.b
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
h&d&ﬁr&d&ywﬁhmmadmw
into etermity the illusion of sense and carthines.

"]hynbwlnmm&zhhd.udouha&wﬁudk.m
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto chose who waie, for chey must return again,

which | have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which | now
you to establish men, shall return again to the Father who
Mhhhdu%adﬂdﬂmm to the
Light and shall be into the Lighe, and in the

shall become Powess in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.
"Blum‘m:hoc.OSooofLﬂt.meohllml.Po&
mandses, the Lighe of the World, have revealed mysedf. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander in darkness,
that all men wichin whom Is the spiric of My Mind (The Uni-

L1

not fail from the earth, for | am the of the Myaeries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these mnlniwocds. Poimandres, radiant with celestial light, van-
ished, mingling with the ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life zo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: ‘O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depare
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvation, But others, casting themeelves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his ines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dwe Mind and the
shuteing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
bllddl% life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of che tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Grear Dnéon.dxl.ocdofd: Waord, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
mmGoddwFadn.dxtifcmddnLigh,mdd\c&uml

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
m':oly art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established

ings.

*“Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

*“Holy art Thou, who are greacer than all excellency.

*"Holy art Thow, who are betrer than all praise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a hearc
O Thou Unspeakabic, U

4 , Unuterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and thae [ may enlighten those chae
are in ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
bc;uuﬁn;n &Tﬁpwm bn:‘mv sanctify

ibed wi as hast given hil w
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

ion of great philosophic and

isan expasition mystic |
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who

N

have been “raised”” into the presence of the True

"And when God had said this,
Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Governors and Harmony,
brought the sexes together,
making the mixtures and
establishing the generations,
and all things were multiplied
according to their kind. He who
through the error of
attachment loves his body,
abides wandering in darkness,

sensible and suffering the
things of death, but he who
realizes that the body is but the
tomb of his soul, rises to
immortality."

Then Hermes desired to know
why men should be deprived of
immortality for the sin of
ignorance alone. The Great
Dragon answered:, To the

ignorant the body is supreme
and they are incapable of
realizing the immortality that is

within them. Knowing only the
body which is subject to death,
they believe in death because
they worship that substance
which is the cause and reality
of death."

Then Hermes asked how the
righteous and wise pass to
God, to which Poimandres
replied: "That which the Word
of God said, say |: 'Because the
Father of all things consists of
Life and Light, whereof man is
made. If, therefore, a man shall
learn and understand the
nature of Life and Light, then
he shall pass into the eternity
of Life and Light."
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"“And when God had said chis, Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Govemnors and Harmony, broughe che sexes together, mak-
ing the mixturesand establishing the gencrations, and all chings were
multiplied according to their kind. He who through the error of
ateachmene loves his body, abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the chings of death, but he who realizes chat the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy.”

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorant (a‘obody is suprere and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thar is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death "

Then Hermes asked how che righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Facher of all chings consists of Lifc and Lighs,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man hall kearn and under-
stand the nature of Life and Light, then he shall pass into the coernity
of Life and Lighe.”

Hermes next about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and leam of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifall men did nochave Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind —the Evomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoth)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and %H&%ﬂdwm and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help o , for when 1 come they
immediacely know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and phil onxes die, they leam to renouence cheir
senses, knowing that these are the encmics of their immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter o doorkeeper, and shue out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the coverous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, [ leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before umtil

fimally evil destroys itself. The punishment of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had caught him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resurmed : A
the material body of man is returned ¢o the elements from which

man give life.

**Afrer the lower nature has rezurned to the brutishaess, the higher
stry wmbspmdmltm&thmmw
upon sit the Gowvernoes and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to inceease and diminish, Upon the second
msistn.andmitmmmdmdlﬁmiom,dwdr.md

Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
luses and passioes. the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and to
it are returned rashness and profanc boldness. the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rezurned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gate of Chaos,

e g el ey
“Then, being naked of all cthe of the seven Rings,
the soul comes to the Eigheh Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars. freed of all illusion, ic dwells in the Light and sings
praises to Whammw&mdzﬂmy
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in E?hb
for the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Way they return again

h&d&%&dﬂ%hmmmdmw
i ot eportaiy i e, an sl fow i fe. Te
e e e o et
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
m{‘famd:uwbnk.&c Y MuSE teturn again,
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versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them., Establish WM%MI
not fail from the earch, for | am the of the Myseries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Wich
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: O people of the carth, men born and
made of the elerments, but with the spitit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themeselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geatly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve h:xnnm inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dwe Mind and the
shuteing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
bud:ﬁ:?lifcmdbopc.mdisfullo[good My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of che tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Greatr Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Lighe, and the Ecernal
“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
dl‘;;"l;:;an Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established

*“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

“"Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*"Holy arc Thow, who arc betrer than all praise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare

O Thou Unspeakable, U

i , Unuzzerable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and thae [ may enlighten those chae
are in ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in crusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
u'wamﬁmummwwm

sanctified wi as Thou hast given him power to sancrify
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch.”

. The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

ion of great philosophic and mystic

san expasition :
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who

have been “raised”” into the presence of the True

"And when God had said this,
Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Governors and Harmony,
brought the sexes together,
making the mixtures and
establishing the generations,
and all things were multiplied
according to their kind. He who
through the error of
attachment loves his body,
abides wandering in darkness,
sensible and suffering the
things of death, but he who
realizes that the body is but the
tomb of his soul, rises to
immortality.”

Then Hermes desired to know
why men should be deprived of
immortality for the sin of
ignorance alone. The Great
Dragon answered:, To the

ignorant the body is supreme
and they are incapable of
realizing the immortality that is

within them. Knowing only the
body which is subject to death,
they believe in death because
they worship that substance
which is the cause and reality
of death."

Then Hermes asked how the
righteous and wise pass to
God, to which Poimandres
replied: "That which the Word
of God said, say |: 'Because the
Father of all things consists of
Life and Light, whereof man is
made. If, therefore, a man shall
learn and understand the
nature of Life and Light, then
he shall pass into the eternity
of Life and Light."



—from the Builders of the Adytum tarot deck
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"“And when God had said chis, Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Govemnors and Harmony, broughe the sexes together, mak-
ing the mixturesand establishing the gencrations, and all chings were
multiplied according to their kind. He who through the error of
arcachmene loves his body, abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the chings of death, but he who realizes chat the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy.”

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorane the body is supreme and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thae is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship thac substance which is the cause and reality of deach."

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, o
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Ward of God said,
say |: ‘Because the Facher of all chings consists of Life and Lighs,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall learn and under-
stand thwe nature of Life and Light, then he shall pass into the coernity
of Lifeand Lighe.”

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let the man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and leam of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servane of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind —the Evemal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoeh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help o them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore such wise and philasophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or doockeeper, and shue out evil,

the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come no, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, I leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
finally evil destroys itself. The punishient of desire is the agony

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had caughs him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed: A death
the material body of man is returned co the clements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The cvil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senwes, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natuzes in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life.

"A&ud:buumwuhammedwdl\cbmﬂml:,tbd;{gh
stry againto iesspiricual estate. [eascendsthe sevenRi
upo?fhkhsk:h%Gmnnmdmmwaghd&irb:g
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, decei, and

tiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
luses and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon the ifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rezurned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gace of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil ing.

“Then, being naked of all the accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes to the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises o the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Belold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery inche E
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
e et ok i B . T

© is a
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who waie, for they must return again,

miouudnhowmmdnmd rs, and awaie
a new beginning. Those who are saved by the ﬁm
which 1 have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which | now bid
you to establish men, shall rexurn again to the Father who
Mhmm%mmmmnwu
Light and shall be into the Lighe, and in the Lighe they
shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

- are thow, O Soa of Light, to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandses, the Light of the World, have revealed myself. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander (n darkness,
that all men wichin whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call

until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial light, van-
ished, mingling with the powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life zo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: ‘O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from yous sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with dhe etemal Lighe.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went dheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. Bue others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters. And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortalicy mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober warchfulness of the Mind and the
shutting of my cyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budding life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms :?frui: of the tree of my soul. For dhis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Great Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth to the Word :
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Etemal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be knows, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

*Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart
streeched out unto Thee

O Thou Unspeakable, Unuzterable, to be praised with silence !

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe ere
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chat
arc in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore 1 belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
et :ni,?fwm hh’m. sancify

ibed wi as hast given him w
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

. T!:lw.mn Hm,litcfnadyaﬂofd:%nakwrkh
is an alkegorical expasition of greac philosophic and mystic
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended oaly by those who
have been “'raised” into the presence of the True

SN

"And when God had said this,
Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Governors and Harmony,
brought the sexes together,
making the mixtures and
establishing the generations,
and all things were multiplied
according to their kind. He who
through the error of
attachment loves his body,
abides wandering in darkness,

sensible and suffering the
things of death, but he who
realizes that the body is but the
tomb of his soul, rises to
immortality."

Then Hermes desired to know
why men should be deprived of
immortality for the sin of
ignorance alone. The Great
Dragon answered:, To the

ignorant the body is supreme
and they are incapable of
realizing the immortality that is

within them. Knowing only the
body which is subject to death,
they believe in death because
they worship that substance
which is the cause and reality
of death.”

Then Hermes asked how the
righteous and wise pass to
God, to which Poimandres
replied: "That which the Word
of God said, say |: 'Because the
Father of all things consists of
Life and Light, whereof man is
made. If, therefore, a man shall
learn and understand the
nature of Life and Light, then
he shall pass into the eternity
of Life and Light."
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"“And when God had said chis, Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Govemnors and Harmony, broughe the sexes together, mak-
ing the mixturesand establishing the generations, and all chings were
multiplied according to their kind, He who through the error of
arcachmene loves his body, abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the chings of death, but he who realizes chat the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy.”

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorane che body is suprene and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thar is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death "

Then Hermes asked how che righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Word of God said,
say |: ‘Because the Facher of all chings consists of Lifc and Lighs,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, 2 man hall learn and under-
stand the nature of Life and Light, then he shall pass into the coernity
of Life amd Lighe.”

Hermes next about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with 3 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servane of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did nochave Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Eoemal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoth)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to them, for when 1 come they
immediacely know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philasophic omes die, they leam to renoence cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter o doorkeeper, and shue out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, I leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before umtil

fimally evil destroys itself. The punishment of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
dtimof:hcbumannd.SoPoimndmmxd:"Atgu(h
the material body of man is returned co the elements from which
km,;d&mmmmﬁoﬁmfm
whence be came, namely Sphere. Passes to
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
wimmuuf:hdzlowumdwoybmintbchvﬂbkspiﬁnn!
man give

"Afmxh:loucmnhnmmdmt{ubnxiﬁrtbe!;{glu
stru to {esspiriaal estate. [eascends the seven Ri
upon whi skthemwmdmmmuchtbdthx
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to inceease and diminish, Upon the second

sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, decei, and

Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
mmmmrm sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and o
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
s by el e s

B sits Saturn, at 13
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“Then, being naked of all the accumu of the seven Rings,
the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars. Here, freed of all illusion, it dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Father in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in E?h.b
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Way they return again
from the wheels of Sacurn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
w&&m&mmhmmadmw
into ezernity the illusion of sense and carthines.

"Ihnﬁwhnau&khd.udonlya&wwk.m
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they must return again,

ndnhowm to the seed-ground of sta
a new begin Those who are saved by the lighe ¢
s 4 bt i
o men, return w0
dwelleth in the White and shall deliver themselves up 1o
Light and shall be into the Lighe, and in the they
shall become Powess in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.
--mqum.os«on , to whom of all men, 1, Poi-

mn&u.th“ghd:hcww.g‘wmddnmdf.lo«hm
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander in darkness,
that all men wichin whom Is the spiric of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them., Establish Waﬁanﬂt&ydﬂl
not fail from the carch, for | am the of the Myseries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Wich
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: ‘O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depare
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvation, But others, casting themeelves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his nes inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober warchfulness of the Mind and the
shuteing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budtﬁylifcmdbopc.mdisfnllolgoml My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the troe of my soul. For this is the faithful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDnéon.deocdofdeord.d\mu whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Lighe, and the Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
m';;"l‘:ls);an'l'lm.whoby“y\’/md (Reason) hast established

*“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

*“Holy art Thou, who are greacer than all excellency.

*"Holy art Thow, who are betrer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart
O Thou Unsgeakabic, U

4 , Unugterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and thae [ may enlighten those chae
are in ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore | belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
u@%ﬁpwm h:l:a sanctify
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. The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

ion of great philosophic and mystic

isan expasition :
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who

have been “raised”” into the presence of the True

"And when God had said this,
Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Governors and Harmony,
brought the sexes together,
making the mixtures and
establishing the generations,
and all things were multiplied
according to their kind. He who
through the error of
attachment loves his body,
abides wandering in darkness,

sensible and suffering the
things of death, but he who
realizes that the body is but the
tomb of his soul, rises to
immortality."

Then Hermes desired to know
why men should be deprived of
immortality for the sin of
ighorance alone. The Great
Dragon answered:, To the

ignorant the body is supreme
and they are incapable of
realizing the immortality that is

within them. Knowing only the
body which is subject to death,
they believe in death because
they worship that substance
which is the cause and reality
of death."

Then Hermes asked how the
righteous and wise pass to
God, to which Poimandres
replied: "That which the Word
of God said, say |: 'Because the
Father of all things consists of
Life and Light, whereof man is
made. If, therefore, a man shall
learn and understand the
nature of Life and Light, then
he shall pass into the eternity
of Life and Light."
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"“And when God had said chis, Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Govemnors and Harmony, broughe che sexes together, mak-
ing the mixturesand establishing the gencrations, and all chings were
multiplied according to their kind. He who through the error of
ateachmene loves his body, abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the chings of death, but he who realizes chat the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy.”

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorant (a‘obody is suprere and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thar is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death "

Then Hermes asked how che righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Facher of all chings consists of Lifc and Lighs,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man hall kearn and under-
stand the nature of Life and Light, then he shall pass into the coernity
of Life and Lighe.”

Hermes next about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and leam of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifall men did nochave Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind —the Evomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoth)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and dmliv;!l;lwmnd‘_tdwl‘.mly, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help o , for when 1 come they
immediacely know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and phil onxes die, they leam to renouence cheir
senses, knowing that these are the encmics of their immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter o doorkeeper, and shue out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the coverous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, [ leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before umtil

fimally evil destroys itself. The punishment of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resurmed : A
the material body of man is returned ¢o the elements from which

man give life.

**Afrer the lower nature has rezumned to the brutishaess, the higher
stry wmbspmdmltm&thmmw
upon sit the Gowvernoes and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to inceease and diminish, Upon the second
msistn.andmitmmmdmdlﬁmiom,dwdr.md

Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
luszs and passions. the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and to
it are returned rashness and profanc boldness. the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rezurned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gate of Chaos,

e g el ey
“Then, being naked of all cthe of the seven Rings,
the soul comes to the Eigheh Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars. freed of all illusion, ic dwells in the Light and sings
praises to Whammw&mdzﬂmy
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in E?hb
for the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Way they return again

h&d&%&dﬂﬁn&hmmndmw
_ the illusion of sense and carthiness.

'“Ihnhmhnaumhd.mdodn&wﬁndk.m
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto chose who wait, for they must return again,
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versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them., Establish WM%MI
not fail from the earch, for | am the of the Myseries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Wich
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: O people of the carth, men born and
made of the elerments, but with the spitit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themeselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geatly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve h:xnnm inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dwe Mind and the
shuteing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
bud:ﬁ:?lifcmdbopc.mdisfullo[good My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of che tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Greatr Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Lighe, and the Ecernal
“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
dl‘;;"l;:;an Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established

*“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

“"Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*"Holy arc Thow, who arc betrer than all praise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare

O Thou Unspeakable, U

i , Unuzzerable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and thae [ may enlighten those chae
are in ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in crusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
u'wamﬁmummwwm

sanctified wi as Thou hast given him power to sancrify
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch.”

. The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

ion of great philosophic and mystic

san expasition ‘
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who

have been “raised”” into the presence of the True

"And when God had said this,
Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Governors and Harmony,
brought the sexes together,
making the mixtures and
establishing the generations,
and all things were multiplied
according to their kind. He who
through the error of
attachment loves his body,
abides wandering in darkness,
sensible and suffering the
things of death, but he who
realizes that the body is but the
tomb of his soul, rises to
immortality."

Then Hermes desired to know
why men should be deprived of
immortality for the sin of
ignorance alone. The Great
Dragon answered:, To the

ignorant the body is supreme
and they are incapable of
realizing the immortality that is

within them. Knowing only the
body which is subject to death,
they believe in death because
they worship that substance
which is the cause and reality
of death."

Then Hermes asked how the
righteous and wise pass to
God, to which Poimandres
replied: "That which the Word
of God said, say |: 'Because the
Father of all things consists of
Life and Light, whereof man is
made. If, therefore, a man shall
learn and understand the
nature of Life and Light, then
he shall pass into the eternity
of Life and Light."
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"“And when God had said chis, Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Govemnors and Harmony, broughe the sexes together, mak-
ing the mixturesand establishing the gencrations, and all chings were
multiplied according to their kind. He who through the error of
arcachmene loves his body, abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the chings of death, but he who realizes chat the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortaliey.”

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorane the body is supreme and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thae is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship thac substance which is the cause and reality of deach."

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, o
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Ward of God said,
say |: ‘Because the Facher of all chings consists of Life and Lighs,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, 2 man hall learn and under-
stand thwe nature of Life and Light, then he shall pass into the coernity
of Life amd Lighe.”

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and leam of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-sclf and become a
servane of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind —the Evemal
Teacher. 1 am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoeh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help o them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore such wise and philasophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or doockeeper, and shue out evil,

the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, I leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
finally evil destroys itself. The punishient of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment."

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed: A death
the material body of man is returned co the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The cvil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senwes, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natuzes in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life.

"A&ué:buummuhammedwdl\cbmﬁ\rtbd;{gh
strugglesagainco iesspiricual estate. [eascendsthe sevenRi
upon which sit the Gmnandmmtouxhtbdrlwng
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceit, and

tiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
luses and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon the ifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupizer, and to it are rexurned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gace of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil ing.

“Then, being naked of all the accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eighth namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises o the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Belold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery inche E
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
“e'lhnh w&mm&mﬁm few find it The

© is a
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who waie, for they must return again,

unconscious and to the seed-ground of stars, and awaie
a new beginning, Those mm»a.y:ﬁm
which 1 have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which | now bid
you to establish men, shall again to the Father who
Mmamw%mmmmw»a
Light and shall be into the Lighe, and in the Lighe they
shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

- mthou,OSoaoleﬂ(.toMmoflﬂml.Po&
mandses, the Lighe of the World, have led myself. | otdes you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander (n darkness,
that all men wichin whom Is thye spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the carch, for | am the Mind of the Myaeries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celescial light, van-
ished, m(n;fing with the powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life zo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: ‘O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with dw eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went dheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. Bue others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober warchfulness of the Mind and the
shutting of my cyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budch:f life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the troe of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Grear Dngon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth to the Word :
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
iGng;ot:’mo God the Father, the Life and the Light, and che Etemnal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be knows, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

*Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart
stretched out unto Thee.

O Thou Unspeakable, Unuzterable, to be praised with silence !

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe ere
from the knowledge of Thee and that [ may enligheen those chat
arc in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore 1 belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
Wiy ,ni.?f"-i"?.ﬁl”"““m hh’m sancify

ibed wi as hast gi im w
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

T!;clVlsion Hm,lﬂ;cfnarlyallofdzl'::;nakmkh
is an alkegorical expasition of greac philosophic and mystic
and its hidden meaning may be compeehended oaly by those who
have been “'raised” into the presence of the True

PN

"And when God had said this,
Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Governors and Harmony,
brought the sexes together,
making the mixtures and
establishing the generations,
and all things were multiplied
according to their kind. He who
through the error of attachment
loves his body, abides
wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the things of
death, but he who realizes that
the body is but the tomb of his
soul, rises to immortality."

Then Hermes desired to know
why men should be deprived of
immortality for the sin of
ignorance alone. The Great
Dragon answered:, To the
ignorant the body is supreme

and they are incapable of
realizing the immortality that is

within them. Knowing only the
body which is subject to death,
they believe in death because
they worship that substance
which is the cause and reality of
death."

Then Hermes asked how the
righteous and wise pass to God,
to which Poimandres replied:
"That which the Word of God
said, say I: 'Because the Father
of all things consists of Life and
Light, whereof man is made. If,
therefore, a man shall learn and
understand the nature of Life
and Light, then he shall pass
into the eternity of Life and
Light."



"“And when God had said chis, Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Govemnors and Harmony, broughe che sexes together, mak-
ing the mixturesand establishing the gencrations, and all chings were
multiplied according to their kind, He who through the error of
ateachmene loves his body, abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the chings of death, but he who realizes chat the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy.”

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorant tambody is supreme and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thar is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death "

Then Hermes asked how che righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Word of God said,
say [: ‘Because the Facher of all chings consists of Lifc and Lighe,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man hall kearn and under-
stand the nature of Life and Light, then he shall pass into the coernity
of Life and Lighe.”

Hermes next about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and leam of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifall men did nochave Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind —the Evomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoth)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and dmliv‘:!:mmnd‘_rdwl‘.mly, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a w , for w come they
immiediacely know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore suchwise and phil ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the encmics of their immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter o doorkeeper, and shue out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, I leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before umtil
fimally evil destroys itself. The punishrvent of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had caught him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : “*Ac
the material body of man is returned ¢o the elements from which
5::."?":" Mu&yfw 'n::ﬁ ‘Tn

came, : passes to
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
Mnmunf:hdzlawumdwwbuinbchvklhkspiﬁnnl
man give

**Afrer the lower nature has rezumned to the brutishaess, the higher
stru w%lnspﬁhdmkm&mmm
upon sit the Governors and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to inceease and diminish, Upon the second
mam,wmumwm,m.m

Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
lusts and passions. the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and o
ic are returned rashness and profance boldness. the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gate of Chaos,

and to it are recurned falschood and evil
'mmubddmdzmmwmkm

the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in the Light and sings
praises co the Father in 2 voice which only the pure of spitit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in

for the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from

ﬁ:mmammma Way they return again

the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
w&&w&mmammm«!mm
into ezernity the illusion of sense and carthines.
' “Ihnhwhnaumhd.udaln&wﬁadhm
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of

substance. Woe unto those who waic, for they must return again,

Mind)
forth My Mind in them, Establish
not fail from the earch, ‘fot | am the

cyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the elerments, but with the spitit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
welves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvation, But others, casting themeelves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geatly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the light
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve h:zxmm inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dwe Mind and the
shutting of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
bud:ﬁ:?lifemdbopc.uxﬂsfullo[goocLMn\udsmdtblm-
soms of fruit of che tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Great Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
&%mGodduFadm.de&mddnngh.mddnEmnd
“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
dl':::’.an'l'lm.wlnby'rby“/od (Reason) hast established

*“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

“"Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*"Holy arc Thow, who arc betrer than all praise.

*"Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and 2 heare

O Thou Unspeakable, U

i , Unuzzerable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and thae [ may enlighten those chae
are in ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in crusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
uMhﬁme Ia:‘ sancuify

i i as hast given him power to
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

. The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

ion of greac philosophic and mystic truths,

:::ln hidden
its meaning may be comprehended those who
have been “ratsed”" into the presence of the True b 4/

"And when God had said this,
Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Governors and Harmony,
brought the sexes together,
making the mixtures and
establishing the generations,
and all things were multiplied
according to their kind. He who
through the error of attachment
loves his body, abides
wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the things of
death, but he who realizes that
the body is but the tomb of his
soul, rises to immortality."

Then Hermes desired to know
why men should be deprived of
immortality for the sin of
ignorance alone. The Great
Dragon answered:, To the
ignorant the body is supreme

and they are incapable of
realizing the immortality that is

within them. Knowing only the
body which is subject to death,
they believe in death because
they worship that substance
which is the cause and reality of
death."

Then Hermes asked how the
righteous and wise pass to God,
to which Poimandres replied:
"That which the Word of God
said, say |: 'Because the Father
of all things consists of Life and
Light, whereof man is made.' If,
therefore, a man shall learn and
understand the nature of Life
and Light, then he shall pass
into the eternity of Life and
Light."
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"*And when God had said this, Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Governors and Harmony, broughe the sexes together, mak-
ing the mixturesand establishing the iorss, and all chings were
multiplied according 1o their kind. He who through the exror of
accachmenc loves his body, abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the chings of death, but be who realizes thac the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy."

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortality for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : "“To the ignorant dﬂ‘:)dy is supreme and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thar is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject o death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of deach. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, o
which Poimandees replied: *“That which the Word of God said,
say : 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall kearn and undler-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then e shall pass into the etesnity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise artained
to Life ecternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and learn of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconse a
servant of Realiey.”

Hermesasked ifallmendidnochave Minds, and the Greae Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Fecmal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men

and in the nature of the wise the Word takes (kesh. By mcans of
the Word, che world is saved, [, Thought (Thoeh)<the Facher of
the Word, the Mind—com< only unco men chac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religicudy, and my
presence is an inspiracion an<d 2 help vo them, for when 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of diweir immortal souls

*1 will ot permit the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will 1 allow evil emotions and evil thoughts wo
enter them, | become as a porter o dootkeeper, and shug out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, I leave
them to the avenging demon thac ehey are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man mere sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
finally evil destroys itself. The punishrsent of desire is the agony
of unfulfllment.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had caught him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : **Ac death
the material body of man is recurmned ¢o the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The evil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feelings, desires, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natures in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life.

" After the lower nature has recurned to the brutishaess, the higher
strugglesagain to regain (sspiriveal estate. [tascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Seven Governors and rexurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
ring sits Mercury, and to it are recurned machinations, deceir, and
craftiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are returned the
luszs and passions. Upon the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon the hith ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rezumed the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gare of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil ploteing.

*“Then, being naked of all che accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Father in 2 veoice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Belold, O Hermes, there isa greac mystery in the Ei};bxh

for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into etermity wli‘:rdn illusion of sense and carthiness.

*“The path o immortalicy is hard, and caly a few find it The
rest await the Great Day when the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for must return again,

unconscious and unknowing, to the und of stars, and await
a new beginning. Those who are saved by the lighe of the mystery
which 1 have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which I now bid
you to establish among men, shall return again o the Father who
dwelleth in the White Eix}:, and shall deliver themselves up to che
Light and shall be absorbed into the Lighe, and in the Lighe they
shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

“'Blessed are thow, O Soa of Light, to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandees, the Light of the World, have revealed myself. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander (n darkness,
that all men within whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the earch, for | am the Mind of the Myaeries and
untll Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” With
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Grear Lighe.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
madde of the elerments, but with the spitic of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depant
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Lighe.

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themaelves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geatly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and scaff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of dhe lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing that all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dhe Mind and the
shuteing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budding life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For dhis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Great Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth to the Woed -
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing umto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Eternal
Good,

“Holy is Ged, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“"Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given bisth to out of Himself

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

“Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

*"Holy art Thow, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*“"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

*Holy art Thou, who act greacer than all excellency.

“"Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

""Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare
stretched out unto Thee

"0 Thou Unspeakable, Unuzrerable, to be praised with silence!

"1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, chat | may poe err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chas
arc in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
pare in peace and in erustfulness into Thy Lighe and Life.

“"Blessed are Thou, O Fathes! The man Thouhast fashioned would
be sanctified with Thee as Thou hast given him power to sancuify
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch.”

The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermetic writin
is an alkgorical expasition of greac philosophic and mystic cruths,
and its hidden meaning may be compeehended oaly by those who
have been “'raised” into the presence of the True Mind.

Hermes next inquired about
the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
himself, and with the power of
nis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a
servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the
Redeemer of all men--and in

the nature of the wise the

Word takes
the Word, t
Thought (T

flesh. By means of
ne world is saved. |,
noth)--the Father of

the Word, t

ne Mind--come

only unto men that are holy

and good, pure and merciful,

and that live piously and

religiously,
an inspirati

and my presence is
on and a help to

them, for when | come they

immediatel

y know all things

and adore the Universal

enemies of

souls.

Father. Before such wise and
ohilosophic ones die, they
earn to renounce their senses,

knowing that these are the

their immortal
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Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorant the body is supreme and they are incapa-
wam&wmamm&muﬂy
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, o
which Poimandees replied: “'nntwhkhtthodofGoduid
say |: 'Because the Father of all things consists of Life and L'ii:
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall bearn and u
mﬂtbmed%ndhgh,t&nhdnﬂpsimothcmmxy
of Lifc and Lighe."

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise artained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with a2 Mind mazk, consider, and leamn of himsclf, and witls the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-sclf and becone a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifallmendid nochave Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Feomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes fkesh. By micans of
the Word, the world is saved, [, Thought (Thoeh)—~the Facher of
the Word, the Mind—come only unco mven that are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religioudy, and my

preseace is an inspiracion and 2 help vo thens, for wihen 1 come chey
immiediacely know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic omes die, they lean to renounce cheir
wnacs, knowing that tho are the encmics of dheir immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or doockeeper, and shug out evil,

the wise from their own lower nature. Bottodnwxchd
the envious and the covetous, | come nox, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, | leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
fovcvdadxdaynxrmcimlhndwmmmnmsbarply.
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
ﬁmllyevnlduuoysuxlf The punishnvent of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment."

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had caught him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : “*Ar death
the material body of man is retumned co the clements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. 'I'b:cvdpn«:todz
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natures in the lower man descroy but in che invisible spiritual
mangiv:llfc.

Afmxhlomumuhnmdwthcbmdmcbch:glm

isspiricual estate. It ascends the seven Rings
au.hc Governors and recurns to cach their lower
powmhtlismm Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceic, and
3MU the third ring sits Venus, and to it are recurned the
hmadepoa:hcfwnhnn&sm;thm and to chis
Lord are returned ambitions. U d:mgsx:sMan,andm
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, mdcokmmncddnmofmmhdonmd
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gate of Chaos,

zndwkmmmwdhhdnodandevﬂwumx,

“Then, being naked of all the accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eighth namely, the ring of the fixed
stars. Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
pu[meotbel‘ubuhamﬂﬂdmnlyd:mof rit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, there isa greacmystery inche E
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the sced-ground of souls, and from
iuhqdmpmhmmndmtthdkszytqumngnn
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoc climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into exernity with the illusion of sense and carthiness.

*“The path o hmu&zshd.udodyakwﬁndk.m
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto chose who waie, for they muse return again,

mﬁ mm-wdbnh ua:my

Mlhvcnvddmm.OHm now bid
yonoemblhb dnllmnaahmdz!‘ahcwb
dwelleth in the White themselves up to the

Light and shall be a md\el.lﬂt.udhduu#duy
shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
\ukd only to them that have wisdom.
are thow, O Son of Light, to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandees, tchgluof:chodd ve revealed myself. | order you
w go forth, to become asa to those who wander in darkness,
that all men within whom Is thye spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the earch, for | am the Mind of the Myaeries and
untll Mind fails (whxb is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
(hcst parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celescial light, van-
ning with the powers of the heavens. his eyes
unto (hc heavens, Hermes bk.ncd the Facher of All Things and con-
seerated his life vo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
xlvcwclunbdroughlh&wumngsmdtoblmdyommb
with dw etemal Lighe.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvagion. But others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. lnthcworldsofm, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his :ixmms inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing chac all men desis-
ing immortalicy mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dhe Mind and the
shutcing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
buddly life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-

fruit of the tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Great Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by (:od with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given bisth to the Word :
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, [ give praise and bless-
l(n;ﬁot:’mo(;oddw Father, the Life and the Light, and the Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
thtFmthg;mmg.

“Holy is God, whosc will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers whxhl‘khuhgwm bisth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

“Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all thinp.

*"Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.
“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.
*"Holy art Thou, who are stronger than all powers.
'Holyatt'l'bou whommumdunallcx«llaxy

*"Holy art Thow, who art beteer than all praise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart
56 Thou Unpeatabie, U

3 nucterable, to be praised with silence!

lbccechﬂu:oloo&madfullyupmmth:lmymtm
from the knowledge of Thee and thae [ may enligheen those chat
are (n ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
panhpuncandmumfulminw'l’hymmdw;
besncnﬁu;n mrﬁme lnam sanctify

wi as lm:ym him w
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

s llgeta) b e AT e e
isan expasition of greac tmystic
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended oaly by those who
hwbun“n&d"imdzpmddu?m
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Hermes next inquired about
the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
nimself, and with the power of
nis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a
servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the

Redeemer of all men--and in

the nature of the wise the

Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved.
Thought (Thoth)--the Father of
the Word, the Mind--come

only unto men that are holy

and good, pure and merciful,
and that live piously and
religiously, and my presence is
an inspiration and a help to
them, for when | come they
immediately know all things
and adore the Universal
Father. Before such wise and
philosophic ones die, they
learn to renounce their senses,
knowing that these are the
enemies of their immortal

souls.



Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and learn of himself, and witly the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconse a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifallmendid nochave Minds, and the Greae Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Feomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—-and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes lesh. By mecans of
the Woed, che world is saved, [, Thought (Thogh)—the Facher of
the Word, the Mind—come only unco rmven chac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religicudy, and my
preseace is an inspiracion and a help to thens, for when 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic omes die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of dhwir immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them. | become as a porter o dootkeeper, and shug oug evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-

th:mm:hu\mgdmnmimdnymmakhgincbdrmmk.
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until

fimally evil destroys itself. The punishnvent of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taughs him so much, and to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resurmed : *“Ar death
the material body of man is returned ¢o the clements from which

"Afumh:lmumnhsmndmd;bmﬁmftbc%gha
stru to {esspiricual estate. [eascendsthe sevenRi
upon whi skthememdmmmuch:bdthz
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
nxm.umfcmwmmm,m,w
Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
lusts and passions. the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned Upon the iifth ring sits Mars, and to
i are returned rashness and profanc boldness. the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumulacion and
mwm&mﬁm&&maﬁaudm

and to it are returned falschood and evil
'Thn.bduuhdddldzmnmdzml!m

the soul comes to the Eighth Sphere, namely, che ring of the fixed
lﬂ.l‘hlﬁudofluﬂm.kdwdkhdnuwmdsm
praises to the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greas mystery in E?h.b

fort the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from

into exernity wich the illusion of sense and

"'Il:p’uhwhmmhrd.udonln&wﬁadk.m
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
substance. Woe unto chose who wait, for they must return again,

Poimandses, radiant with celestial light, van-
ished, ming ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life vo the service of the Grear Lighe.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the elernents, but with the spitit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe.
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immereality? Repent, and change your minds, Depanc
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
welves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eteral Lighe.”

Seme who mocked and scoffed and went cheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themaselves before the foct of Heames,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geadly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Wazers, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
dpksmpm:wchis!ocxnna inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way.

concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of de Mind and the
shueeing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budtﬁ:?lifemdbopt.am“sfullo(good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDrm.d\tLadofanord.dm whom | became in-
spired by with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given bisth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, [ give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
dl“HolyanTlm.whoby'ﬂnyWad (Reason) hast established

*"Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“my art Tboul bou, mmm the infuio:h::mm has noc formed.

“Holy arc p art stronger all powers.

*“"Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*'Holy art Thow, who are better than all peaise.

**Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare

Oﬂ:‘l‘}::ahblcU

3 , Unuzterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chae
are (n ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
W -zh'ri.?f'mmm e power to sanctify

wi as i w
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

£

ion of greac philosophic and mystic cruths,

e o
its meaning may be those
hwhu“nbd"mthpmmm ‘
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Hermes next inquired about
the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
nimself, and with the power of
nNis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a

servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the
Redeemer of all men--and in

the nature of the wise the

Word takes
the Word, t
Thought (T

flesh. By means of
ne world is saved. |,
hoth)--the Father of

the Word, t

ne Mind--come

only unto men that are holy

and good, pure and merciful,

and that live piously and

religiously,
an inspirati

and my presence is

on and a help to

them, for when | come they

immediatel

y know all things

and adore the Universal

enemies of

souls.

Father. Before such wise and
ohilosophic ones die, they
earn to renounce their senses,
Kknowing that these are the

their immortal
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is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortality.” S

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
W'fuhﬁ oldlﬂ:onunhu.‘l'hcctm&am an-
7 oS by i s s il A
she body Whith i sabject b deach, they: believe: o deach becari:

worship that substance which is the cause and reality of deach. "
and wise pass to God, to

say |: 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,

Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and learn of himself, and withy the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconwe a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifallmendid nochave Minds, and the Greae Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Feomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—-and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes (kesh. By mecans of
the Word, the world is saved, [, Thought (Thogh)—~the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unco mven that are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religioudy, and my
preseace is an inspiracion and 2 help vo thens, for wihen 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic omes die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of dhwir immortal souls,

*1 will ot permiz the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or doockeeper, and shug oug evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-

thunmdta\umdcmmimdxyanmnkingimbdrmmk.
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until

fimally evil destroys itself. The punishnsent of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment."

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resurmed : *“Ac death
the material body of man is retumned co the clements from which
,;d&mkmmm%;oﬁmfm&

came, namely Sphere. passes to
place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,

Mna:i‘nf:hdzlwcmdwwbmhd:hvubkspﬁinn!
man give

*Afrerthe lower nature has resumed to the brutishaess, the higher
stry to ixsspirivual estate. [t ascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Governors and recurns to each their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second

sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceic, and

tiness. Upon che third ring sits Venus, and to it are recurned the
mmmmmrm sits the Sun, and to chis

Lord are returned ¢ Upon the fifth ring sits Mars, and o
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
e Bl ok M Coreat s S e e ot B
i sits Saturn, at 13
andeoltm“::;mdﬁhdnodandcvﬂ i

¥ naked of all the accumu of the seven Rings,

ghth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars. Here, freed of all illusion, it dwells in che Light and sings

Mnumhamﬂ%dyc&mofﬁﬂmy
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greas mystery in E?br.b

for the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
wa&m‘&mmummmmmw
into eternity the illusion of sense and carthiness.

“lhnbwhmu&zhhd.udodnkwﬁudum
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they muse return again,

f

;

Mysaeries
untdl Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail." Wich
these parting woeds, Poimanderes, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life vo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spiric of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themaselves before the foct of Heames,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geadly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Wazers, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his nes inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortalicy mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of de Mind and the
shueeing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budth:? life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the troe of my soul. For this is the faithful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDnéon.duLotdoftchord.d\rou whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given bisth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, [ give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Lighe, and the Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
.“"Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established

*"Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

*“"Holy art Thou, who are greacer than all excellency.

*'Holy art Thow, who are better than all peaise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart
50 Thot sspeakatic, U

o , Unuzterable, to be praised with silence!

“'1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chae
are (n ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in crusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
bc;mﬁn;“ 'b‘rﬁf‘u%:ghm e sancuify

ified wi as hast given him power to
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Wision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermeric

isanal exposition of greac philosophic and mystic

and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who

i,

have been raised”" into the presence of the True

Hermes next inquired about
the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
nimself, and with the power of
nis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a
servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the
Redeemer of all men--and in

the nature of the wise the

Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. I,
Thought (Thoth)--the Father of
the Word, the Mind--come

only unto men that are holy

and good, pure and merciful,
and that live piously and
religiously, and my presence is
an inspiration and a help to
them, for when | come they
immediately know all things
and adore the Universal
Father. Before such wise and
philosophic ones die, they
learn to renounce their senses,
knowing that these are the
enemies of their immortal

souls.
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Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and learn of himself, and witly the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconse a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifallmendid nochave Minds, and the Greae Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Feomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—-and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes lesh. By mecans of
the Woed, che world is saved, [, Thought (Thogh)—the Facher of
the Word, the Mind—come only unco rmven chac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religicudy, and my
preseace is an inspiracion and a help to thens, for when 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic omes die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of dhwir immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them. | become as a porter o dootkeeper, and shug oug evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-

th:mm:hu\mgdmnmimdnymmakhgincbdrmmk.
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until

fimally evil destroys itself. The punishnvent of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taughs him so much, and to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resurmed : *“Ar death
the material body of man is returned ¢o the clements from which

"Afumh:lmumnhsmndmd;bmﬁmftbc%gha
stru to {esspiricual estate. [eascendsthe sevenRi
upon whi skthememdmmmuch:bdthz
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
nxm.umfcmwmmm,m,w
Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
lusts and passions. the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned Upon the iifth ring sits Mars, and to
i are returned rashness and profanc boldness. the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumulacion and
mwm&mﬁm&&maﬁaudm

and to it are returned falschood and evil
'Thn.bduuhdddldzmnmdzml!m

the soul comes to the Eighth Sphere, namely, che ring of the fixed
lﬂ.l‘hlﬁudofluﬂm.kdwdkhdnuwmdsm
praises to the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greas mystery in E?h.b

fort the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from

into exernity wich the illusion of sense and

"'Il:p’uhwhmmhrd.udonln&wﬁadk.m
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
substance. Woe unto chose who wait, for they must return again,

Poimandses, radiant with celestial light, van-
ished, ming ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life vo the service of the Grear Lighe.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the elernents, but with the spitit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe.
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immereality? Repent, and change your minds, Depanc
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
welves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eteral Lighe.”

Seme who mocked and scoffed and went cheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themaselves before the foct of Heames,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geadly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Wazers, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
dpksmpm:wchis!ocxnna inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way.

concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of de Mind and the
shueeing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budtﬁ:?lifemdbopt.am“sfullo(good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDrm.d\tLadofanord.dm whom | became in-
spired by with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given bisth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, [ give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
dl“HolyanTlm.whoby'ﬂnyWad (Reason) hast established

*"Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“my art Tboul bou, mmm the infuio:h::mm has noc formed.

“Holy arc p art stronger all powers.

*“"Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*'Holy art Thow, who are better than all peaise.

**Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare

Oﬂ:‘l‘}::ahblcU

3 , Unuzterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chae
are (n ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
W -zh'ri.?f'mmm e power to sanctify

wi as i w
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic
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ion of greac philosophic and mystic cruths,
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its meaning may be those
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Hermes next inquired about
the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
nimself, and with the power of
1is Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a

servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the
Redeemer of all men--and in

the nature of the wise the

Word takes
the Word, t
Thought (T

flesh. By means of
ne world is saved. |,
hoth)--the Father of

the Word, t

ne Mind--come

only unto men that are holy

and good, pure and merciful,

and that live piously and

religiously,
an inspirati

and my presence is

on and a help to

them, for when | come they

immediatel

y know all things

and adore the Universal

enemies of

souls.

Father. Before such wise and
ohilosophic ones die, they
earn to renounce their senses,
Kknowing that these are the

their immortal



Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and learn of himself, and witly the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconse a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifallmendid nochave Minds, and the Greae Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Feomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—-and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes lesh. By mecans of
the Woed, che world is saved, [, Thought (Thogh)—the Facher of
the Word, the Mind—come only unco rmven chac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religicudy, and my
preseace is an inspiracion and a help to thens, for when 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic omes die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of dhwir immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them. | become as a porter o dootkeeper, and shug oug evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-

th:mm:hu\mgdmnmimdnymmakhgincbdrmmk.
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until

fimally evil destroys itself. The punishnvent of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taughs him so much, and to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resurmed : *“Ar death
the material body of man is returned ¢o the clements from which

"Afumh:lmumnhsmndmd;bmﬁmftbc%gha
stru to {esspiricual estate. [eascendsthe sevenRi
upon whi skthememdmmmuch:bdthz
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
nxm.umfcmwmmm,m,w
Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
lusts and passions. the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned Upon the iifth ring sits Mars, and to
i are returned rashness and profanc boldness. the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumulacion and
mwm&mﬁm&&maﬁaudm

and to it are returned falschood and evil
'Thn.bduuhdddldzmnmdzml!m

the soul comes to the Eighth Sphere, namely, che ring of the fixed
lﬂ.l‘hlﬁudofluﬂm.kdwdkhdnuwmdsm
praises to the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greas mystery in E?h.b

fort the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from

into exernity wich the illusion of sense and

"'Il:p’uhwhmmhrd.udonln&wﬁadk.m
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
substance. Woe unto chose who wait, for they must return again,

Poimandses, radiant with celestial light, van-
ished, ming ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life vo the service of the Grear Lighe.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the elernents, but with the spitit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe.
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immereality? Repent, and change your minds, Depanc
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
welves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eteral Lighe.”

Seme who mocked and scoffed and went cheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themaselves before the foct of Heames,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geadly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Wazers, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
dpksmpm:wchis!ocxnna inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way.

concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of de Mind and the
shueeing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budtﬁ:?lifemdbopt.am“sfullo(good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDrm.d\tLadofanord.dm whom | became in-
spired by with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given bisth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, [ give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
dl“HolyanTlm.whoby'ﬂnyWad (Reason) hast established

*"Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“my art Tboul bou, mmm the infuio:h::mm has noc formed.

“Holy arc p art stronger all powers.

*“"Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*'Holy art Thow, who are better than all peaise.

**Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare

Oﬂ:‘l‘}::ahblcU

3 , Unuzterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chae
are (n ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
W -zh'ri.?f'mmm e power to sanctify

wi as i w
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic
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ion of greac philosophic and mystic cruths,
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its meaning may be those
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Hermes next inquired about
the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
nimself, and with the power of
nNis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a

servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the
Redeemer of all men--and in

the nature of the wise the

Word takes
the Word, t
Thought (T

flesh. By means of
ne world is saved. |,
hoth)--the Father of

the Word, t

ne Mind--come

only unto men that are holy

and good, pure and merciful,

and that live piously and

religiously,
an inspirati

and my presence is

on and a help to

them, for when | come they

immediatel

y know all things

and adore the Universal

enemies of

souls.

Father. Before such wise and
ohilosophic ones die, they
earn to renounce their senses,
Kknowing that these are the

their immortal
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! ody, abides wandering in
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy.”

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
imn.?'fudnﬁdrnuahmmcm&am an-
swered : ““To the ignorant the body is supreme and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy that is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship thac substance which is the cause and reality of deach. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandees replied: “Thae which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the crernity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and learn of himself, and withy the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconse a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifallmendid nochave Minds, and the Greae Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Feomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redecmer of all men
—-and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes (kesh. By micans of
the Woed, che world is saved, [, Thought (Thogh)—the Facher of
the Word, the Mind—come only unco rmven chac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religicudy, and my
preseace is an inspiracion and 2 help vo thens, for wihen 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic ones die, they leamn to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that thes are the ememics of dwir immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them. | become as a porter o dootkeeper, and shug oug evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-

: - mz’::w mdl‘:uom&du: d)c%ghu
stru to oSeate. seven Ri
upon whi &mmmandmwadubdrh:g
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
mﬁm.wmitmmmdmdaﬁmm,dwdr.w

Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are retumed the
lusts and passios. the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to this
Lord are returned Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gate of Chaos,

i it b o ol b

“Then, being naked of all che of the seven Rings,
the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, che ring of the fixed
ml'hlﬁudohﬂﬂm.kdwdkhdndendsmg
praises o Whadeythmofzrkmy
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greas mystery in E?h.b
for the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from

“The ps hm&zs and few find it. The
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they must return again,

ished, ming eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life vo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the elernents, but with the spitit of the Divine Man with-

in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to

of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themaselves before the foct of Heames,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geadly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Wazers, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brigheness of the light
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
dpksmpuxnthiscfo«nna inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of de Mind and the
shueeing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budding life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
m?ﬁuﬁto‘d:uwo(mymd.hdxhisdnﬁizhfnlm
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Grear , the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given bisth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, [ give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
m“HolyartTlm.whobyThyWo:d (Reason) hast established

*"Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

*"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“'Holy art Thou, who art than all powers.

*“"Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*'Holy art Thow, who are better than all peaise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart

Oﬂ::ljzgahbl:U

o , Unuzterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chae
are (n ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
uw:«_‘h‘rﬁf‘umm l:x?n'a sancuify

wi as given him power to
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Wision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermeric

ion of great philosophic and myseic

san expasition :
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who

have been raised”" into the presence of the True

Hermes next inquired about
the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
nimself, and with the power of

nis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a
servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the
Redeemer of all men--and in

the nature of the wise the

Word takes
the Word, t
Thought (T

flesh. By means of
ne world is saved. |,
hoth)--the Father of

the Word, t

ne Mind--come

only unto men that are holy

and good, pure and merciful,

and that live piously and

religiously,

an inspirati

and my presence is

on and a help to

them, for when | come they

immediatel

y know all things

and adore the Universal
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~ather. Before such wise and
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Kknowing that these are the

their immortal



mm-wd& . He who the exror of
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and suffering the chings of death, but he who realizes chat the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy,"
Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
W'fuhmdwmmcmmmm-
of: od:hw bgl:wanddnymu;pso
By SRR e Bcjere o deuck. they Bl o deach b
worship that substance which is the cause and reality of deach. "
Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandees replied : “Thae which the Word of God said,

say |: 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall kearn and r-

Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with a2 Mind mark, consider, and learn of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconwe a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifallmendid nochave Minds, and the Greae Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Feomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redecmer of all men
—and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes fkesh. By mcans of
the Word, the world is saved, [, Thought (Thogh)~the Facher of
the Word, the Mind—come only unco rmven chac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religicudy, and my
preseace is an inspiracion and 2 help vo thens, for wihen 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic omes die, they lean to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that thes are the ememics of dwir immortal souls,

*1 will ot permiz the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or doockeeper, and shug oug evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-

unfulfillment.

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : “*Ar death
the material body of man is retumned ¢o the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from

give
*Afrerthe lower nature has resumed to the brutishaess, the higher
stry to ixsspirivual estate. [t ascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Governors and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
mﬂshdmm.andmitmmmdmd:ﬁmm,dwdt.w
Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are retumed the
mmmmfm sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ambi Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
o B G et g s S e i e Do
i sits Saturn, at 13
ldwltu:?:;md&hdnodmdcvﬂ i
“Then, being naked of all che accumu of the seven Rings,
the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, che ring of the fixed
stars. Here, freed of all illusion, it dwells in che Light and sings
Mnumhamﬂ%dyc&mofzﬁmy
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greas mystery in E?h.b
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the sced- of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
w&um&mmhmmmmw
into eternity the illusion of sense and carthiness.
“Tkﬂhohnaumhd.udcdnkwﬁadbm
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they muse return again,

these parting woeds, Poimanderes, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life vo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spiric of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themaselves before the foct of Heames,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geadly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Wazers, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brigheness of the light
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his nes inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of de Mind and the
shueeing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
buddi?lifcmdbopt.mdisfullo(good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDnéon.d\tLotdoftchord.d\rou whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given bisth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, [ give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Lighe, and the Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given bisth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
dl“Holyart'l'lm.whobyThyWovd (Reason) hast established

*"Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

*“"Holy art Thou, who are greacer than all excellency.

*'Holy art Thow, who are better than all peaise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart
50 Thot sspeakatic, U

o , Unuzterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chae
are (n ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore | belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in crusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
be;mﬁ:t ﬁTﬁFu%ghm e sancuify

ified wi as hast given him power to
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermeric

isanal expasition of great philosophic and mystic

and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who

have been raised”" into the presence of the True

Hermes next inquired about
the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
nimself, and with the power of
nNis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a
servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the
Redeemer of all men--and in

the nature of the wise the

Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |,
Thought (Thoth)--the Father of
the Word, the Mind--come
only unto men that are holy

and good, pure and merciful,
and that live piously and
religiously, and my presence is
an inspiration and a help to
them, for when | come they
immediately know all things
and adore the Universal
Father. Before such wise and
philosophic ones die, they
learn to renounce their senses,
knowing that these are the
enemies of their immortal

souls.



Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and learn of himself, and witly the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconse a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifallmendid nochave Minds, and the Greae Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Feomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—-and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes lesh. By mecans of
the Woed, che world is saved, [, Thought (Thogh)—the Facher of
the Word, the Mind—come only unco rmven chac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religicudy, and my
preseace is an inspiracion and a help to thens, for when 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic omes die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of dhwir immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them. | become as a porter o dootkeeper, and shug oug evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-

th:mm:hu\mgdmnmimdnymmakhgincbdrmmk.
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until

finally evil destroys itself. The punishnsenc of desire is the ¥
of unfulbllment.” -

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taughs him so much, and to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resurmed : *“Ar death
the material body of man is returned ¢o the clements from which

"Afumh:lmumnhsmndmd;bmﬁmftbc%gha
stru to {esspiricual estate. [eascendsthe sevenRi
upon whi skthememdmmmuch:bdthz
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
nxm.umfcmwmmm,m,w
Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
lusts and passions. the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned Upon the iifth ring sits Mars, and to
i are returned rashness and profanc boldness. the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumulacion and
mwm&mﬁm&&maﬁaudm

and to it are returned falschood and evil
'Thn.bduuhdddldzmnmdzml!m

the soul comes to the Eighth Sphere, namely, che ring of the fixed
lﬂ.l‘hlﬁudofluﬂm.kdwdkhdnuwmdsm
praises to the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greas mystery in E?h.b

fort the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from

into exernity wich the illusion of sense and

"'Il:p’uhwhmmhrd.udonln&wﬁadk.m
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
substance. Woe unto chose who wait, for they must return again,

Poimandses, radiant with celestial light, van-
ished, ming ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life vo the service of the Grear Lighe.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the elernents, but with the spitit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe.
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immereality? Repent, and change your minds, Depanc
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
welves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eteral Lighe.”

Seme who mocked and scoffed and went cheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themaselves before the foct of Heames,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geadly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Wazers, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
dpksmpm:wchis!ocxnna inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way.

concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of de Mind and the
shueeing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budtﬁ:?lifemdbopt.am“sfullo(good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDrm.d\tLadofanord.dm whom | became in-
spired by with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given bisth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, [ give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
dl“HolyanTlm.whoby'ﬂnyWad (Reason) hast established

*"Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“my art Tboul bou, mmm the infuio:h::mm has noc formed.

“Holy arc p art stronger all powers.

*“"Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*'Holy art Thow, who are better than all peaise.

**Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare

Oﬂ:‘l‘}::ahblcU

3 , Unuzterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chae
are (n ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
W -zh'ri.?f'mmm e power to sanctify

wi as i w
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

£

ion of greac philosophic and mystic cruths,

e o
its meaning may be those
hwhu“nbd"mthpmmm ‘
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Hermes next inquired about
the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
nimself, and with the power of
nNis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a

servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the
Redeemer of all men--and in

the nature of the wise the

Word takes
the Word, t
Thought (T

flesh. By means of
ne world is saved. |,
hoth)--the Father of

the Word, t

ne Mind--come

only unto men that are holy

and good, pure and merciful,

and that live piously and

religiously,
an inspirati

and my presence is

on and a help to

them, for when | come they

immediatel

y know all things

and adore the Universal

enemies of

souls.

Father. Before such wise and
ohilosophic ones die, they
earn to renounce their senses,
Kknowing that these are the

their immortal
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Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and learn of himself, and witly the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconse a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifallmendid nochave Minds, and the Greae Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Feomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—-and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes lesh. By mecans of
the Woed, che world is saved, [, Thought (Thogh)—the Facher of
the Word, the Mind—come only unco rmven chac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religicudy, and my
preseace is an inspiracion and a help to thens, for when 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic omes die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of dhwir immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them. | become as a porter o dootkeeper, and shug oug evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-

th:mm:hu\mgdmnmimdnymmakhgincbdrmmk.
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until

finally evil destroys itself. The punishnsenc of desire is the ¥
of unfulbllment.” -

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taughs him so much, and to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resurmed : *“Ar death
the material body of man is returned ¢o the clements from which

"Afumh:lmumnhsmndmd;bmﬁmftbc%gha
stru to {esspiricual estate. [eascendsthe sevenRi
upon whi skthememdmmmuch:bdthz
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
nxm.umfcmwmmm,m,w
Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
lusts and passions. the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned Upon the iifth ring sits Mars, and to
i are returned rashness and profanc boldness. the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumulacion and
mwm&mﬁm&&maﬁaudm

and to it are returned falschood and evil
'Thn.bduuhdddldzmnmdzml!m

the soul comes to the Eighth Sphere, namely, che ring of the fixed
lﬂ.l‘hlﬁudofluﬂm.kdwdkhdnuwmdsm
praises to the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greas mystery in E?h.b

fort the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from

into exernity wich the illusion of sense and

"'Il:p’uhwhmmhrd.udonln&wﬁadk.m
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
substance. Woe unto chose who wait, for they must return again,

Poimandses, radiant with celestial light, van-
ished, ming ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life vo the service of the Grear Lighe.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the elernents, but with the spitit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe.
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immereality? Repent, and change your minds, Depanc
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
welves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eteral Lighe.”

Seme who mocked and scoffed and went cheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themaselves before the foct of Heames,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geadly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Wazers, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
dpksmpm:wchis!ocxnna inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way.

concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of de Mind and the
shueeing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budtﬁ:?lifemdbopt.am“sfullo(good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDrm.d\tLadofanord.dm whom | became in-
spired by with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given bisth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, [ give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
dl“HolyanTlm.whoby'ﬂnyWad (Reason) hast established

*"Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“my art Tboul bou, mmm the infuio:h::mm has noc formed.

“Holy arc p art stronger all powers.

*“"Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*'Holy art Thow, who are better than all peaise.

**Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare

Oﬂ:‘l‘}::ahblcU

3 , Unuzterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chae
are (n ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
W -zh'ri.?f'mmm e power to sanctify

wi as i w
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

£

ion of greac philosophic and mystic cruths,

e o
its meaning may be those
hwhu“nbd"mthpmmm ‘
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Hermes next inquired about
the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
nimself, and with the power of
nNis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a

servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the
Redeemer of all men--and in

the nature of the wise the

Word takes
the Word, t
Thought (T

flesh. By means of
ne world is saved. |,
hoth)--the Father of

the Word, t

ne Mind--come

only unto men that are holy

and good, pure and merciful,

and that live piously and

religiously,
an inspirati

and my presence is

on and a help to

them, for when | come they

immediatel

y know all things

and adore the Universal

enemies of

souls.

Father. Before such wise and
ohilosophic ones die, they
earn to renounce their senses,
Kknowing that these are the

their immortal



bl

nl m :...:5‘"

! ody, abides wandering in
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy.”

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
imn.?'fudnﬁdrnnahmmcm&am an-
swered : ““To the ignorant the body is supreme and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy that is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship thac substance which is the cause and reality of deach. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandees replied: “Thae which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the crernity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and learn of himself, and withy the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconse a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifallmendid nochave Minds, and the Greae Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Feomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redecmer of all men
—-and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes (kesh. By micans of
the Woed, che world is saved, [, Thought (Thogh)—the Facher of
the Word, the Mind—come only unco rmven chac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religicudy, and my
preseace is an inspiracion and 2 help vo thens, for wihen 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic ones die, they leamn to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that thes are the ememics of dwir immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them. | become as a porter o dootkeeper, and shug oug evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-

"Afmxh:lmcmxhsmudmd;bmﬁm@th%glu
stru to {esspiricual estate. [eascendsthe sevenRi
upon whi &mmmandmwadubdrh:g
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
mﬁm.wmitmmmdmdaﬁmm,dwdr.w
Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are retumed the
lusts and passios. the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to this
Lord are returned Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gate of Chaos,

and to it are returned falschood and evil
'Thbdumhdofdld:mmwm Rings,

the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, che ring of the fixed
ml‘hlﬁudoflﬂm.kdwdkhdnUdnmdsmg
praises o Whadeythmofzrkmy
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greas mystery in E?h.b
for the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from

“The ps hm&zs and few find it. The
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they must return again,

ished, ming eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life vo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the elernents, but with the spitit of the Divine Man with-

in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to

of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themaselves before the foct of Heames,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geadly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Wazers, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brigheness of the light
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
dpksmpuxnthiscfo«nna inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of de Mind and the
shueeing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budding life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
m?ﬁuﬁto‘d:uwo(mymd.hdxhisdnﬁizhfnlm
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Grear , the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given bisth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, [ give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
m“HolyartTlm.whobyThyWo:d (Reason) hast established

*"Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

*"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“'Holy art Thou, who art than all powers.

*“"Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*'Holy art Thow, who are better than all peaise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart

Oﬂ::ljzgahbl:U

o , Unuzterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chae
are (n ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
uw:«_‘h‘rﬁf‘umm l:x?n'a sancuify

wi as given him power to
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Wision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermeric

ion of great philosophic and myseic

san expasition :
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who

have been raised”" into the presence of the True

Hermes next inquired about
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attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
nimself, and with the power of

nis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a
servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
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! ody, abides wandering in
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy.”

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
imn.?'fudnﬁdrnnahmmcm&am an-
swered : ““To the ignorant the body is supreme and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy that is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship thac substance which is the cause and reality of deach. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandees replied: “Thae which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the crernity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and learn of himself, and withy the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconse a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifallmendid nochave Minds, and the Greae Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Feomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redecmer of all men
—-and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes (kesh. By micans of
the Woed, che world is saved, [, Thought (Thogh)—the Facher of
the Word, the Mind—come only unco rmven chac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religicudy, and my
preseace is an inspiracion and 2 help vo thens, for wihen 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic ones die, they leamn to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that thes are the ememics of dwir immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them. | become as a porter o dootkeeper, and shug oug evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-

**Afrerthe lower nature has rezumed to the brutishaess, the higher
stry wmkssplﬂullmkm:hcmmw
upon which sit the Governors and recurns to each their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
mﬁm.wmitmmmdmdaﬁmm,dwdr.w

Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are retumed the
lusts and passios. the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to this
Lord are returned Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gate of Chaos,

and to it are returned falschood and evil
'Thbdumhdofdld:mmwm Rings,

the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, che ring of the fixed
ml‘hlﬁudoflﬂm.kdwdkhdnUdnmdsmg
praises o Whadeythmofzrkmy
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greas mystery in E?h.b
for the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from

“The ps hm&zs and few find it. The
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they must return again,

ished, ming eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life vo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the elernents, but with the spitit of the Divine Man with-

in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to

of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themaselves before the foct of Heames,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geadly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Wazers, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brigheness of the light
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
dpksmpuxnthiscfo«nna inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of de Mind and the
shueeing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budding life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
m?ﬁuﬁto‘d:uwo(mymd.hdxhisdnﬁizhfnlm
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Grear , the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given bisth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, [ give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
m“HolyartTlm.whobyThyWo:d (Reason) hast established

*"Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

*"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“'Holy art Thou, who art than all powers.

*“"Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*'Holy art Thow, who are better than all peaise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart

Oﬂ::ljzgahbl:U

o , Unuzterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chae
are (n ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
uw:«_‘h‘rﬁf‘umm l:x?n'a sancuify

wi as given him power to
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."
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ion of great philosophic and myseic
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the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
nimself, and with the power of

nis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a
servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the
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He passeth on His way,
sweeping the circle of the
spheres, and sounding forth the
WORD.

From the nadir to the zenith,
from eve unto the Day be with
us, from the circle of
manifestation to the centre of
pralayic peace, is seen the
enveloping blue, lost in the
flame of achievement.

Up from the pit of maya back to
the portals of gold, forth from
the gloom and darkness back to

the splendour of day, rideth the
Manifested One, the Avatar,
bearing the shattered Cross.

Naught can arrest His return,
none can impede His Path, for
He passeth along the upper
way, bearing His people with
Him. Cometh the dissolution of
pain, cometh the end of strife,
cometh the merging of the
spheres and the blending of the
hierarchies. All then is re-
absorbed within the orb, the
circle of manifestation. The
forms that exist in maya, and
the flame that devoureth all, are
garnered by the One Who rideth
the Heavens and entereth into
the timeless AEon."

(From the Archives of the
Lodge.) -TCF:748
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and suffering the chings of death, but he who realizes chat the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy,"
Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
W'fuhmdwmmcmmmm-
of: od:hw bgl:wanddnymu;pso
By SRR e Bcjere o deuck. they Bl o deach b
worship that substance which is the cause and reality of deach. "
Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandees replied : “Thae which the Word of God said,

say |: 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall kearn and r-

Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with a2 Mind mark, consider, and learn of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconwe a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifallmendid nochave Minds, and the Greae Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Feomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redecmer of all men
—and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes fkesh. By mcans of
the Word, the world is saved, [, Thought (Thogh)~the Facher of
the Word, the Mind—come only unco rmven chac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religicudy, and my
preseace is an inspiracion and 2 help vo thens, for wihen 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic omes die, they lean to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that thes are the ememics of dwir immortal souls,

*1 will ot permiz the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or doockeeper, and shug oug evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-

unfulfillment.

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : “*Ar death
the material body of man is retumned ¢o the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from

give
*Afrerthe lower nature has resumed to the brutishaess, the higher
stry to ixsspirivual estate. [t ascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Governors and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
mﬂshdmm.andmitmmmdmd:ﬁmm,dwdt.w
Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are retumed the
mmmmfm sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ambi Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
o B G et g s S e i e Do
i sits Saturn, at 13
ldwltu:?:;md&hdnodmdcvﬂ i
“Then, being naked of all che accumu of the seven Rings,
the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, che ring of the fixed
stars. Here, freed of all illusion, it dwells in che Light and sings
Mnumhamﬂ%dyc&mofzﬁmy
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greas mystery in E?h.b
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the sced- of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
w&um&mmhmmmmw
into eternity the illusion of sense and carthiness.
“Tkﬂhohnaumhd.udcdnkwﬁadbm
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they muse return again,

these parting woeds, Poimanderes, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life vo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spiric of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themaselves before the foct of Heames,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geadly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Wazers, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brigheness of the light
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his nes inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of de Mind and the
shueeing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
buddi?lifcmdbopt.mdisfullo(good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDnéon.d\tLotdoftchord.d\rou whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given bisth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, [ give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Lighe, and the Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given bisth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
dl“Holyart'l'lm.whobyThyWovd (Reason) hast established

*"Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

*“"Holy art Thou, who are greacer than all excellency.

*'Holy art Thow, who are better than all peaise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart
50 Thot sspeakatic, U

o , Unuzterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chae
are (n ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore | belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in crusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
be;mﬁ:t ﬁTﬁFu%ghm e sancuify

ified wi as hast given him power to
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermeric

isanal expasition of great philosophic and mystic

and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who

have been raised”" into the presence of the True

Hermes next inquired about
the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
nimself, and with the power of
nNis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a
servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the
Redeemer of all men--and in

the nature of the wise the

Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |,
Thought (Thoth)--the Father of
the Word, the Mind--come
only unto men that are holy

and good, pure and merciful,
and that live piously and
religiously, and my presence is
an inspiration and a help to
them, for when | come they
immediately know all things
and adore the Universal
Father. Before such wise and
philosophic ones die, they
learn to renounce their senses,
knowing that these are the
enemies of their immortal

souls.
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is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortality.” S

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
W'fuhﬁ oldlﬂ:onunhu.‘l'hcctm&am an-
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worship that substance which is the cause and reality of deach. "
and wise pass to God, to

say |: 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,

Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and learn of himself, and withy the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconwe a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifallmendid nochave Minds, and the Greae Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Feomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—-and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes (kesh. By mecans of
the Word, the world is saved, [, Thought (Thogh)—~the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unco mven that are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religioudy, and my
preseace is an inspiracion and 2 help vo thens, for wihen 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic omes die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of dhwir immortal souls,

*1 will ot permiz the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or doockeeper, and shug oug evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-

thunmdta\umdcmmimdxyanmnkingimbdrmmk.
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until

fimally evil destroys itself. The punishnsent of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment."

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resurmed : *“Ac death
the material body of man is retumned co the clements from which
,;d&mkmmm%;oﬁmfm&

came, namely Sphere. passes to
place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
wimmu&hdzlowumdwwbmhd:mubk' spiritual
man give

*Afrerthe lower nature has resumed to the brutishaess, the higher
stry to ixsspirivual estate. [t ascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Governors and recurns to each their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second

sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceic, and

tiness. Upon che third ring sits Venus, and to it are recurned the
hnuadpasiom.l’:m:hcfocnh sits the Sun, and to chis

Lord are returned ¢ Upon the fifth ring sits Mars, and o
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
mjwmwatmmxdgmdwgmm
riches. seventh sits Saturn, at e of Chaos,
adwkmmﬁhdnodndcvﬂ i

¥ naked of all the accumu of the seven Rings,

ghth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars. Here, freed of all illusion, it dwells in che Light and sings

Mnumhamﬂ%dyc&mofﬁﬂmy
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greas mystery in E?br.b
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the sced- of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
wa&m‘&mmummmmmw
into eternity the illusion of sense and carthiness.

“Thnbwhmumshd.udodnkwﬁudum
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they muse return again,

f
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Mysaeries
untdl Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail." Wich
these parting woeds, Poimanderes, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life vo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spiric of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themaselves before the foct of Heames,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geadly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Wazers, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his nes inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortalicy mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of de Mind and the
shueeing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budth:? life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the troe of my soul. For this is the faithful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDnéon.duLotdoftchord.d\rou whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given bisth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, [ give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Lighe, and the Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
.“"Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established

*"Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

*“"Holy art Thou, who are greacer than all excellency.

*'Holy art Thow, who are better than all peaise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart
50 Thot sspeakatic, U

o , Unuzterable, to be praised with silence!

“'1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chae
are (n ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in crusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
bc;mﬁn;“ 'b‘rﬁf‘u%:ghm e sancuify

ified wi as hast given him power to
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Wision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermeric

isanal exposition of greac philosophic and mystic

and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who
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have been raised”" into the presence of the True

Hermes next inquired about
the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
nimself, and with the power of

nis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a
servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the
Redeemer of all men--and in

the nature of the wise the

Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |,
Thought (Thoth)--the Father of
the Word, the Mind--come
only unto men that are holy

and good, pure and merciful,
and that live piously and
religiously, and my presence is
an inspiration and a help to
them, for when | come they
immediately know all things
and adore the Universal
Father. Before such wise and
philosophic ones die, they
learn to renounce their senses,
knowing that these are the
enemies of their immortal

souls.
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and suffering the chings of death, but he who realizes that the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy,"

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin ddlgonndouTheGm&am an-
swered : ““To the ignorant the body is supreme and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy that is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject o death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of deach."

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandees replied: “Thae which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Father of all things consists of Life and L'ii:.
whereof man is made." If, therefore, a man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Light, then he shall pass into the cternity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and learn of himself, and withy the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconwe a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifallmendid nochave Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Feomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redecmer of all men
—and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes fkesh. By mcans of
the Word, the world is saved, [, Thought (Thogh)—~the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unco mven that are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religioudy, and my
preseace is an inspiracion and 2 help vo thens, for wihen 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic omes die, they lean to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of dheir immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or doockeeper, and shug oug evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, | am unwelcome. [ leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
finally evil destroys itself. The punishisent of desire is the agony

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : “Ar death
the material body of man is retumned co the clements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The cvil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
wimm:i‘uf:hdzloummdmwbmind:ﬁwubkspiﬁnnl
man give
*Afrerthe lower nature has resumed to the brutishaess, the higher
stry to ixsspirivual estate. [t ascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Governoes and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceit, and

tiness. Upon che third ring sits Venus, and to it are recurned the
lusts and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and o chis
Lord are returned ambi Upon the iifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
m]wmwatmmm&;mdd?&mhimw
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at te of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil i

“Then, being naked of all the accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises o the Father in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greas mystery in Esfbr.b
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into eternity the illusion of sense and carthiness.
“lkpbwhmau&zkhrd.udodya&wﬁudk.m
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from cthe sheachs of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they muse return again,

m-lmmmmoum_ which I now ¢
mmwbﬁuzghnmmhoh?ﬁcwb

e

dwelleth in the White and shall deliver themselves up to che
Light and shall be into the Light, and in the they
shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

Blmedenc.OSoaoleg.wﬁmofdlml.Pol-
mandees, the Lighe of the World, have revealed myself. | order you
to go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander in darkness,
that all men within whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the earch, for | am the Mind of the Myseries and
untdl Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail." Wich
these parting woeds, Poimanderes, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life vo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Hermes: ‘O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geadly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Wazers, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his ines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober warchfulness of the Mind and the
shueeing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
bu&hy life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDnéon.dtLado(dtWord.dm whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given bisth to the Woed:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, [ give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Eternal
“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
all“::g);. art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established

*"Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*"Holy art Thow, who art beteer than all praise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart

O Thos Unspesbatic, U

i , Unuzterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and thae [ may enligheen those chat
are (n ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
bc;m&:n &Tﬁpwm e sancuify

ified wi as hast given him power to
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

isanal expasition of great philosophic and mystic

and its hidden meaning may be comprehended oaly by those who

have been raised”” into the presence of the True

Hermes next inquired about
the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
nimself, and with the power of

nis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a
servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the
Redeemer of all men--and in

the nature of the wise the

Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. I,
Thought (Thoth)--the Father of
the Word, the Mind--come

only unto men that are holy

and good, pure and merciful,
and that live piously and
religiously, and my presence is
an inspiration and a help to
them, for when | come they
immediately know all things
and adore the Universal
Father. Before such wise and
philosophic ones die, they
learn to renounce their senses,
knowing that these are the
enemies of their immortal

souls.
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and suffering the chings of death, but he who realizes that the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy,"

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin ddlgonndouTheGm&am an-
swered : ““To the ignorant the body is supreme and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy that is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject o death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of deach."

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandees replied: “Thae which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Father of all things consists of Life and L'ii:.
whereof man is made." If, therefore, a man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Light, then he shall pass into the cternity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and learn of himself, and withy the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconwe a
servane of Realiey."

Hermesasked ifallmendid nochave Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Feomal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redecmer of all men
—and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes fkesh. By mcans of
the Word, the world is saved, [, Thought (Thogh)—~the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unco mven that are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religioudy, and my
preseace is an inspiracion and 2 help vo thens, for wihen 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic omes die, they lean to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of dheir immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or doockeeper, and shug oug evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, | am unwelcome. [ leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
CLE I

ly evi ieself. i e is agony
“ ”»

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : “Ar death
the material body of man is retumned co the clements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The cvil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
wimm:i‘uf:hdzloummdmwbmind:ﬁwubkspiﬁnnl
man give
*Afrerthe lower nature has resumed to the brutishaess, the higher
stry to ixsspirivual estate. [t ascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Governoes and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceit, and

tiness. Upon che third ring sits Venus, and to it are recurned the
lusts and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and o chis
Lord are returned ambi Upon the iifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
m]wmwatmmm&;mdd?&mhimw
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at te of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil i

“Then, being naked of all the accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises o the Father in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greas mystery in Esfbr.b
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into eternity the illusion of sense and carthiness.
“lkpbwhmau&zkhrd.udodya&wﬁudk.m
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from cthe sheachs of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they muse return again,
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dwelleth in the White and shall deliver themselves up 1o che
Light and shall be into the Light, and in the they
shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
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mdnl.OSoaoleg.meohllml.Pﬂ-
mandees, the Lighe of the World, have revealed myself. | order you
to go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander in darkness,
that all men within whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the earch, for | am the Mind of the Myseries and
untdl Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail." Wich
these parting woeds, Poimanderes, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life vo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Hermes: ‘O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geadly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Wazers, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his ines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober warchfulness of the Mind and the
shueeing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
bu&hy life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDnéon.dtLado(dtWord.dm whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given bisth to the Woed:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, [ give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Eternal
“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
all“::g);. art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established

*"Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*"Holy art Thow, who art beteer than all praise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart

O Thos Unspeskabic, U

i , Unuzterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and thae [ may enligheen those chat
are (n ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
bc;m&:n &Tﬁpwm e sancuify
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The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

isanal expasition of great philosophic and mystic

and its hidden meaning may be comprehended oaly by those who

have been raised”” into the presence of the True

Hermes next inquired about
the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
nimself, and with the power of
nis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a
servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the
Redeemer of all men--and in

the nature of the wise the

Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. I,
Thought (Thoth)--the Father of
the Word, the Mind--come

only unto men that are holy

and good, pure and merciful,
and that live piously and
religiously, and my presence is
an inspiration and a help to
them, for when | come they
immediately know all things
and adore the Universal
Father. Before such wise and
philosophic ones die, they
learn to renounce their senses,
knowing that these are the
enemies of their immortal

souls.
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"*And when God had said this, Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Governors and Harmony, broughe the sexes together, mak-
ing the mixturesand establishing the iorss, and all chings were
multiplied according 1o their kind. He who through the exror of
accachmenc loves his body, abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the chings of death, but be who realizes thac the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy."

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortality for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : "“To the ignorant dﬂ‘:)dy is supreme and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thar is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject o death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of deach. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, o
which Poimandees replied: *“That which the Word of God said,
say : 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall kearn and undler-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then e shall pass into the etesnity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermies next inquired about the road by which the wise artained
to Life ecternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let che man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and learn of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconse a
servant of Realiey.”

Hermesasked ifallmendidnochave Minds, and the Greae Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Fecmal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men

and in the nature of the wise the Word takes (kesh. By mcans of
the Word, che world is saved, [, Thought (Thoeh)<the Facher of
the Word, the Mind—com< only unco men chac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religicudy, and my
presence is an inspiracion an<d 2 help vo them, for when 1 come chey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and philosophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of diweir immortal souls

*1 will ot permit the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will 1 allow evil emotions and evil thoughts wo
enter them, | become as a porter o dootkeeper, and shug out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, I leave
them to the avenging demon thac ehey are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man mere sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
finally evil destroys itself. The punishrsent of desire is the agony
of unfulfllment.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had caught him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : **Ac death
the material body of man is recurmned ¢o the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The evil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feelings, desires, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natures in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life.

" After the lower nature has recurned to the brutishaess, the higher
strugglesagain to regain (sspiriveal estate. [tascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Seven Governors and rexurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second
ring sits Mercury, and to it are recurned machinations, deceir, and
craftiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are returned the
luszs and passions. Upon the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon the hith ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rezumed the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gare of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil ploteing.

*“Then, being naked of all che accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Father in 2 veoice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Belold, O Hermes, there isa greac mystery in the Ei};bxh

for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into etermity wli‘:rdn illusion of sense and carthiness.

*“The path o immortalicy is hard, and caly a few find it The
rest await the Great Day when the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for must return again,

unconscious and unknowing, to the und of stars, and await
a new beginning. Those who are saved by the lighe of the mystery
which 1 have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which I now bid
you to establish among men, shall return again o the Father who
dwelleth in the White Eix}:, and shall deliver themselves up to che
Light and shall be absorbed into the Lighe, and in the Lighe they
shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

“'Blessed are thow, O Soa of Light, to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandees, the Light of the World, have revealed myself. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander (n darkness,
that all men within whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the earch, for | am the Mind of the Myaeries and
untll Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” With
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Grear Lighe.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
madde of the elerments, but with the spitic of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depant
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Lighe.

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themaelves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geatly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and scaff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of dhe lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing that all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dhe Mind and the
shuteing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budding life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For dhis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Great Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth to the Woed -
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing umto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Eternal
Good,

“Holy is Ged, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“"Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given bisth to out of Himself

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

“Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

*"Holy art Thow, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*“"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

*Holy art Thou, who act greacer than all excellency.

“"Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

""Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare
stretched out unto Thee

"0 Thou Unspeakable, Unuzrerable, to be praised with silence!

"1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, chat | may poe err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chas
arc in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
pare in peace and in erustfulness into Thy Lighe and Life.

“"Blessed are Thou, O Fathes! The man Thouhast fashioned would
be sanctified with Thee as Thou hast given him power to sancuify
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch.”

Th:u‘:uwn ol/ Hermes, Iikcfnurly all of the Hermetic writin
i an allegorical exposition of greac philosophic and mystic cruths,
and its hidden meaning may be compeehended oaly by those who
have been “'raised” into the presence of the True Mind.

Hermes next inquired about
the road by which the wise
attained to Life eternal, and
Poimandres continued: "Let
the man endued with a Mind
mark, consider, and learn of
himself, and with the power of
nis Mind divide himself from

nis not-self and become a
servant of Reality."

Hermes asked if all men did
not have Minds, and the Great
Dragon replied: "Take heed
what you say, for | am the
Mind--the Eternal Teacher. | am
the Father of the Word--the
Redeemer of all men--and in

the nature of the wise the

Word takes
the Word, t
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y know all things

and adore the Universal

enemies of

souls.

Father. Before such wise and
ohilosophic ones die, they
earn to renounce their senses,
Kknowing that these are the

their immortal
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“AndﬂuGo:‘l‘ndaﬂthb. thﬁﬁc,m:bdtaido:::
Seven Governors and Harmony, broughe the sexes together, mak-
ing the mixturesand establishing the forss, and all chings were
multiplied according to their kind. mwbodmud:dzmof
attachmenc loves his , abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the things of death, but he who realizes that the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy, "

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorant the body is suprerne and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thar is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject o death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, o
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the ctesnity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, m Poimandres continued: “Lee the man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-sclf and become a
servane of Realicy,"

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Focrnal
Teacher. 1 am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—-and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. I, Thought (Thogh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to chem, for when 1 come they
immediacely know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore such wise and philosophic ones die, they leam to renoence cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls.

1 will not permic the cvil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will 1 allow evil emotions and evil thoughts o
enter them, | become as a porter or dooekeeper, and shug out cvil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature, But to che wicked,
the envious and the covetous, 1 come not, for such cannoee under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome. | leave
them to theavenging demon thaceley are making in cheir own souls,
for evil cach day increases jrself and tormyents man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before uneil
finally evil destroys itself. The punidhisenc of desire is the agony
of unfulblimene.”

Hermies bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had caught him 3o much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : **Ac death
the material body of man is returned ¢o the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The evil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senwes, feclings, desires, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natuzes in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life.

**Afrer the lower nature has rezurned to the brutishness, the higher
strugglesagain co regain ltsspiritual estate. [tascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Seven Governors and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Meon, and to
it is recurned the ability o increase and diminish, Upon the second

ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceic, and
tiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are returned the
lusts and passions. Upoa the fourth n'nz(n‘rs the Sun, and to this
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon the fiifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupiter, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumuladion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gate of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil plotting.

““Then, being naked of all the accumulations of che seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in che Ei

for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into etermity wlllrdn illusion of sense and carthiness.

*“The path o immortalicy is hard, and caly a few find it, The
rest await the Great Day when the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they muse return again,

unconscious and unknowing, to the seed-ground of stars, and awaie
a new beginning. Those who are saved by the lighe of the
which | have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which | now bid
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dwelleth in the White ﬁandshtllddivudmdmwwdg
Light and shall be absorbed into the Lighe, and in the Lighe they

shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

*'Blessed are thow, O Soa of Light, to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandses, the Light of the World, have revealed myself. | ordes you
to go forth, to become as a guide to chose who wander in darkness,
that all men within whom dwells the spirit of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the earth, for | am the Mind of the Myseries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” With
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Greatr Lighe.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
madde of the clerments, but with e spizit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light."

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went dheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters. And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of dhe lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermes commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing that all men desir-
ing immortalicy migh thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
sleep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dhe Mind and the
shutting of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budding life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For this is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Grear Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth o the Woed:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Ecernal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be knows, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

“Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

“Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thow, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

*“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

“Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare
stretched out unto Thee.

"0 Thou Unspeakable, Unuzrerable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, that | may o err
from the knowledge of Thee and thar | may enligheen thase chac
are in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
pare in peace and in crustfulness into Thy Lighe and Life.

"Blessed art Thou, O Fathez! The man Thouhast fashioned would
be sanctified with Thee as Thou hast given him power to sancuify
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch.”

Th:lkV;on;{ Hmus,likcfnarly mw writin
isan ical expasition of great phi and mystic
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended oaly by those who
have been “raised” into che presence of the True Mind.

"I will not permit the evil
senses to control the bodies of
those who love me, nor will |
allow evil emotions and evil
thoughts to enter them. |
become as a porter or
doorkeeper, and shut out evil,
protecting the wise from their
own lower nature. But to the
wicked, the envious and the
covetous, | come not, for such
cannot understand the

mysteries of Mind; therefore, |
am unwelcome. | leave them
to the avenging demon that
they are making in their own
souls, for evil each day
increases itself and torments
man more sharply, and each
evil deed adds to the evil
deeds that are gone before
until finally evil destroys itself.
The punishment of desire is
the agony of unfulfillment."



XX

_ “And when God had sad cis, Providenc,with the aid of he

they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: “That which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Father of all things consists of Life and L'ilil.
whereof man is made." If, therefore, 2 man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the cternity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise atcained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servant of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for | am the Mind —the Eoernal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoth)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore such wise and philasophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls.

1 will not permic the cvil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will 1 allow evil emotions and evil thoughts o
enter them, | become as a porter o deotkeeper, and shue out cvil,
protecting the wise from cheir own lower nature, But to che wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, | leave
them to the avenging demon thaceley are making in cheir own souls,
for evil cach day increases jrself and torments man maore sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before unil
finally evil destroys itself. The punishiene of desire is the agoay
of unfulbilimene.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had caught him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : “*Ar death
the material body of man is returned co the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The cvil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natuzes in the lower man destroy but in the invisible spiritual
man give life.

**Afrer the lower nature has resumned to the brutishness, the higher
strugglesagai wrgﬂ:ﬂbsp&imnlm. Ieascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Governors and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second

ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, decei, and
tiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
luses and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ¢ Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gace of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil i

“Then, being naked of all the accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eigheh Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars. Here, freed of all illusion, it dwells in che Light and sings
praises o the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in the E
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into etermity the illusion of sense and carthiness.

%Mwhmaumhd.udodya&wﬁudk.m
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they must retumn again,

mlh\ﬁ:mldmubmmo‘l'h:’n. which I now bid

blish men, shall return again o the Father who
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shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is te-
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mandses, the Lighe of the World, have revealed mysedf. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander (n darkness,
that all men wichin whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call

until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celescial light, van-
ished, mln;?a'ng with the powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life zo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desie-
ing immortalicy mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
sheep of the body is the sober watchfulness of the Mind and the
shutting of my cyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
buddz:? life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of che tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Great Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Etemal
“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
‘“‘3"!0!)’ art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established

ings.

*“Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“'Holy art Thou, who art than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart

O Thos Unspeskabic, U

i , Unugterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe ere
from the knowledge of Thee and that [ may enligheen those chat
arc in ignorance, my brothess and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
be;nu&:n :hTingm ln:a sancuify

ibed wi as hast given him power to
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."
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isan expasition of greas philosophic and mystic
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who
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"l will not permit the evil
senses to control the bodies of
those who love me, nor will |
allow evil emotions and evil
thoughts to enter them. |
become as a porter or
doorkeeper, and shut out evil,
protecting the wise from their
own lower nature. But to the
wicked, the envious and the
covetous, | come not, for such

cannot understand the

mysteries of Mind; therefore, |
am unwelcome. | leave them
to the avenging demon that
they are making in their own
souls, for evil each day
increases itself and torments
man more sharply, and each
evil deed adds to the evil
deeds that are gone before
until finally evil destroys itself.
The punishment of desire is

the agony of unfulfillment."



Hermes nex about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life eternal, and Poimandres continued : “Lee the man endued

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Eoemal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thoughe (Thoeh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore suchwise and philasophic omes die, they leam to renoence cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls.

1 will not permit the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will 1 allow evil emotions and evil thoughts o
enter them, | become as a porter o deotkeeper, and shue out cvil,
protecting the wise from cheir own lower nature, But to che wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, | leave
them to the avenging demon thaceley are making in cheir own souls,
for evil cach day increases jrself and torments man maore sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before unil
finally evil destroys itself. The punishiene of desire is the agoay
of unfulbilimene.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had caught him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Pou‘mandmmuxd:“ﬂtfn&h
the material body of man is returned co the elements from which
km,;d&ms&mmm%owdﬁmfm
whence he came, namely ighth Sphere. il passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
wimnamu& in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give

**Afrer the lower nature has resumned to the brutishness, the higher
stru mng(:ﬂbspﬁudm. Ieascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Governors and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to inceease and diminish, Upon the second

ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, decei, and
mmUpm&M:ﬁgduVme&mmmdx
luses and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and o chis
Lord are returned ¢ Upon the fifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
m]wmd::ztmw&mdwgmw
riches. seventh ring sits Saturn, at e of Chaos,
and to itm‘g:md falschood and evil i

“Then, being naked of all the accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars. Here, freed of all illusion, it dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Father in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in Eﬁfhb
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into etermity the illusion of sense and carthines.
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rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they must return again,

.
bepiaing. Thare who ”:cgy-a»"‘
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mandses, the Lighe of the World, have revealed mysedf. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander in darkness,
that all men wichin whom Is thye spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish MWMMMI
not fail from the earth, for | am the of the Myaeries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these mnin?lwocds. Poimandres, radiant with celestial light, van-
ished, mingling with the ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life zo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: ‘O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvation, But others, casting themeelves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and scaff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters. And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober warchfulness of dhe Mind and the
shuteing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budcb:? life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the troe of my soul. For this is the faithful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDnéon.dtLocdofd:Word.dm whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Etemal
“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
.“'3-‘!0!)' art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established

ings.

*“Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart

Oﬂ:;tl?::ahbk U

i , Unugterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe ere
from the knowledge of Thee and thae [ may enlighten those chae
are in ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
be;nu&;n :b’l'igpumm !n:' sancuify

ibed wi as hast given him power to
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

isanal exposition of greac philosophic and mystic

and its hidden meaning may be compeehended oaly by those who

N

have been “raised”” into the presence of the True

"I will not permit the evil
senses to control the bodies of
those who love me, nor will |
allow evil emotions and evil
thoughts to enter them. |
become as a porter or
doorkeeper, and shut out evil,
protecting the wise from their
own lower nature. But to the
wicked, the envious and the
covetous, | come not, for such

cannot understand the

mysteries of Mind; therefore, |
am unwelcome. | leave them
to the avenging demon that
they are making in their own
souls, for evil each day
increases itself and torments
man more sharply, and each
evil deed adds to the evil
deeds that are gone before
until finally evil destroys itself.
The punishment of desire is

the agony of unfulfillment.
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_ “And when God had sad cis, Providenc,with the aid of he

they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: “That which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Father of all things consists of Life and L'ilil.
whereof man is made." If, therefore, 2 man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the cternity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise atcained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servant of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for | am the Mind —the Eoernal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoth)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore such wise and philasophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls.

1 will not permic the cvil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will 1 allow evil emotions and evil thoughts o
enter them, | become as a porter o deotkeeper, and shue out cvil,
protecting the wise from cheir own lower nature, But to che wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, | leave
them to the avenging demon thaceley are making in cheir own souls,
for evil cach day increases jrself and torments man maore sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before unil
finally evil destroys itself. The punishiene of desire is the agoay
of unfulbilimene.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had caught him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : “*Ar death
the material body of man is returned co the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The cvil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natuzes in the lower man destroy but in the invisible spiritual
man give life.

**Afrer the lower nature has resumned to the brutishness, the higher
strugglesagai wrgﬂ:ﬂbsp&imnlm. Ieascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Governors and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second

ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, decei, and
tiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
luses and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ¢ Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gace of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil i

“Then, being naked of all the accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eigheh Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars. Here, freed of all illusion, it dwells in che Light and sings
praises o the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in the E
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into etermity the illusion of sense and carthiness.

%Mwhmaumhd.udodya&wﬁudk.m
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they must retumn again,

mlh\ﬁ:mldmubmmo‘l'h:’n. which I now bid

blish men, shall return again o the Father who
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Light and shall be into the Lighe, and in the Lighe they

shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is te-
mm:othamhthwwm
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mandses, the Lighe of the World, have revealed mysedf. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander (n darkness,
that all men wichin whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call

until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celescial light, van-
ished, mln;?a'ng with the powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life zo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desie-
ing immortalicy mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
sheep of the body is the sober watchfulness of the Mind and the
shutting of my cyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
buddz:? life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of che tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Great Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Etemal
“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
‘“‘3"!0!)’ art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established

ings.

*“Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“'Holy art Thou, who art than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart
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i , Unugterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe ere
from the knowledge of Thee and that [ may enligheen those chat
arc in ignorance, my brothess and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
be;nu&:n :hTingm ln:a sancuify

ibed wi as hast given him power to
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."
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isan expasition of greas philosophic and mystic
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who
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"I will not permit the evil
senses to control the bodies of
those who love me, nor will |
allow evil emotions and evil
thoughts to enter them. |
become as a porter or
doorkeeper, and shut out evil,
protecting the wise from their
own lower nature. But to the
wicked, the envious and the
covetous, | come not, for such
cannot understand the

mysteries of Mind; therefore, |
am unwelcome. | leave them
to the avenging demon that
they are making in their own
souls, for evil each day
increases itself and torments
man more sharply, and each
evil deed adds to the evil
deeds that are gone before
until finally evil destroys itself.
The punishment of desire is

the agony of unfulfillment."
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and suffering the things of death, but he who realizes that the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy,"
Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
Mmfuduﬁdrnnnhnmcm&amm-
body is suprerne and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy that is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject o death, they believe in death because
they worship thac substance which is the cause and reality of deach. "
Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: “That which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Lifc and Lighe,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, 2 man shall bearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then be shall pass into the cternity
of Life and Lighe."
Hermes nex about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued

Hermesaskedifall men didnochave Minds, and the Greae Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for | am the Mind—the Evcrnal
Teacher. 1 am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men

"1 will not permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will 1 allow evil emotions and evil thoughts o
enter them, | become as a porter o deotkeeper, and shue out cvil,
protecting the wise from cheir own lower nature, But to che wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, I leave
them to the avenging demon thaceley are making in cheir own souls,
for evil cach day increases jrself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before unil
finally evil destroys itself. The punishiuent of desire is the agoay
of unfulbilimene.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : “*Ac
the material body of man is returned co the elements from which
S h:nd the invisible diivé‘n‘c"h man nmndsh;o :‘lu SOUTCE fm

came, namely Sphere. Passes to
place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
ndmmuf‘ in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give

**Afrer the lower nature has rezumned to the brutishaess, the higher
stru wrg‘::sspﬁunlm Ieascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Gowvernoes and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to inceease and diminish, Upon the second
mﬂsMacuy.andm it are revurned machinations, deceit, and

Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to i are retumned the
luszs and passions. the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sb]upmmd::mm'::dd;mofwo?mw
riches. seventh sits Saturn, at e of Chaos,
and to kmwnmnd falschood and evil i

“Then, being naked of all the accumu of the seven Rings,
the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars. Here, freed of all illusion, it dwells in che Light and sings
praises o the Father in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in E?br.b
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
waum&dthmmmmw
into ezernity the illusion of sense and carthines.

"lhnhwhmmmhd.udouln&wﬁadk.m
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto chose who wait, for they must return again,
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forth My Mind in them, Establish WM%MI
not fail from the earth, for | am the of the Myaeries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Wich
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the ts of the heavens. eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the carth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themeselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geatly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the light
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his nes inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dwe Mind and the
shuteing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budcﬁylifcudbopc.mdisfnllo(good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the troe of my soul. For this is the faithful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GrutDnSon.deocdo(tchord.d\mu whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Lighe, and che Eternal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
m‘l—lgg’.anﬂm.whobyny“’od (Reason) hast established

*“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

*“Holy art Thou, who are greacer than all excellency.

*"Holy arc Thow, who arc betrer than all praise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare
50 Thos Unspeskabic, U

4 , Unugterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and thae [ may enlighten those chae
are in ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore | belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in crusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
kw%Tﬁmemhrm sanctify
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others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

of greac philosophic and mystic

isan expasition :
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who
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have been “raised”” into the presence of the True

"I will not permit the evil
senses to control the bodies of
those who love me, nor will |
allow evil emotions and evil
thoughts to enter them. |
become as a porter or
doorkeeper, and shut out evil,
protecting the wise from their
own lower nature. But to the
wicked, the envious and the
covetous, | come not, for such

cannot understand the

mysteries of Mind; therefore, |
am unwelcome. | leave them
to the avenging demon that
they are making in their own
souls, for evil each day
increases itself and torments
man more sharply, and each
evil deed adds to the evil
deeds that are gone before
until finally evil destroys itself.
The punishment of desire is

the agony of unfulfillment."
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Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: “That which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Father of all things consists of Life and L’ii:.
whereof man is made." If, therefore, 2 man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the cternity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise atcained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let the man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and leam of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servane of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind —the Evemal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoeh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help o them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore such wise and philasophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls.

1 will not permic the cvil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will 1 allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter o deotkeeper, and shue out cvil,
protecting the wise from cheir own lower nature, But to che wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, 1 leave
them to the avenging demon thaceley are making in cheir own souls,
for evil cach day increases jrself and torments man maore sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before unil
finally evil destroys itself. The punishiene of desire is the agoay
of unfulbilimene.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had caughs him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed: A death
the material body of man is returned co the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The cvil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feelings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natuzes in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life.

**Afrer the lower nature has resumned to the brutishness, the higher
strugglesagainco isspiricual estate. Ieascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Governors and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second

ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, decei, and
tiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
luszs and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon the ifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rezurned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gace of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil ing.

“Then, being naked of all the accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes to the Eigheh Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises o the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Belold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery inche E
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into eternity with the illusion of sense and carthines.

ﬂhnhwhnwumhd.mdodya&wﬁndk.m
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who waie, for they must return again,

unconscious and to the seed-ground of stars, and
.mmum:&mmwm‘yﬁ 4
which | have revealed unto you, O Heemes, and which | now
you to establish men, shall recurn again to the Father
Mhmm%mmmmw
Light and shall be into the Lighe, and in the Lighe
shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

- are thow, O Soa of Light, to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandses, the Light of the World, have revealed myself. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander (n darkness,
that all men wichin whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call

until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial light, van-
ished, mingling with the powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life zo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: ‘O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from yous sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with dhe etemal Lighe.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went dheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. Bue others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters. And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortalicy mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober warchfulness of the Mind and the
shutting of my cyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
buddlzf life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For dhis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Great Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth to the Word :
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
iGng;ot:’mo God the Father, the Life and the Light, and che Etemnal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be knows, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

*Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart
streeched out unto Thee

O Thou Unspeakable, Unuzterable, to be praised with silence !

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe ere
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chat
arc in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore 1 belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
et :ni,?fwm h’m. sancify

ified wi as hast given him w0
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."
kg rr o e e
isan expasition of greac Tystic
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended oaly by those who
have been “'raised” into the presence of the True

SN

"I will not permit the evil
senses to control the bodies of
those who love me, nor will |
allow evil emotions and evil
thoughts to enter them. |
become as a porter or
doorkeeper, and shut out evil,
protecting the wise from their
own lower nature. But to the
wicked, the envious and the
covetous, | come not, for such

cannot understand the

mysteries of Mind; therefore, |
am unwelcome. | leave them
to the avenging demon that
they are making in their own
souls, for evil each day
increases itself and torments
man more sharply, and each
evil deed adds to the evil
deeds that are gone before
until finally evil destroys itself.
The punishment of desire is

the agony of unfulfillment.”
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is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy,"
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the body which is subject o death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death."
Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: “That which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Father of all things consists of Life and L,‘i"
whereof man is made. If, therefore, a man shall kearn and under-

Hermes nex about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and leam of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servane of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did nochave Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Eoemal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thoughe (Thoeh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore suchwise and philasophic omes die, they leam to renoence cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls.

1 will not permic the cvil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will 1 allow evil emotions and evil thoughts o
enter them, | become as a porter o deotkeeper, and shue out cvil,
protecting the wise from cheir own lower nature, But to che wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, 1 leave
them to the avenging demon thaceley are making in cheir own souls,
for evil cach day increases jrself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before unil
finally evil destroys itself. The punishiuent of desire is the agoay
of unfulbilimene.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ulximnzof:hcbumanmd.SoPoinnndmmnxd:“Atfm&h
the material body of man is returned co the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The evil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
wincmnuuf:hd:!mwumdwoybmindtmubkspiﬁnn!
man give

**Afrer the lower nature has resumned to the brutishness, the higher
stry w%bsp(ﬂudmkammduhcmmw
upon which sit the Gowvernoes and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to inceease and diminish, Upon the second

sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceit, and
Upon the third ring sits Vienus, and to i are retumned the
hmadmm{ounh sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ¢ Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and o
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
B S ot nei iy S e et Con
i sits Saturn, at 13
and to ltmwm falschood and evil i

“Then, being naked of all the accumu of the seven Rings,
the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars. Here, freed of all illusion, it dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Father in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in E?h.b
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into etermity the illusion of sense and carthines.

"]hynbwlnmm&zhhd.udouha&wﬁudk.m
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto chose who wait, for return again,

e by delige s pnlin.
which | have revealed unto you, O Hermes, 2 Mlma
you to establish men, shall return again to the Father who
Mhhhdu%adﬂdﬂmm to the
Light and shall be into the Lighe, and in the
shall become Powess in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

"Blmetbc.OSooofLﬂt.meoﬁllml.Po&
mandses, the Lighe of the World, have revealed mysedf. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander in darkness,
that all men wichin whom Is the spiric of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish Waﬁatﬂt&ydﬂll
not fail from the earth, for | am the of the Myaeries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ii\:d.m(n:t'ngwkhd\t ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life zo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: ‘O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depare
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvation, But others, casting themeelves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his ines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dwe Mind and the
shuteing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budcﬁylifcmdbopt.mdisfullolgood. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of che tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDnéon.deocdofd:Word.d\mu whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Etemal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
m':oly art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established

ings.

*“Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

*“Holy art Thou, who are greacer than all excellency.

*"Holy art Thow, who are betrer than all praise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a hearc
O Thou Unspeakabic, U

4 , Unuterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and thae [ may enlighten those chae
are in ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
bc;uuﬁn;n &Tﬁpwm bn:‘mv sanctify

ibed wi as hast given hil w
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

of greaz philosophic and mystic
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isan expasition ‘
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who
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have been “raised”” into the presence of the True

"I will not permit the evil
senses to control the bodies of
those who love me, nor will |
allow evil emotions and evil
thoughts to enter them. |
become as a porter or
doorkeeper, and shut out evil,
protecting the wise from their
own lower nature. But to the
wicked, the envious and the
covetous, | come not, for such

cannot understand the

mysteries of Mind; therefore, |
am unwelcome. | leave them
to the avenging demon that
they are making in their own
souls, for evil each day
increases itself and torments
man more sharply, and each
evil deed adds to the evil
deeds that are gone before
until finally evil destroys itself.
The punishment of desire is
the agony of unfulfillment."
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Seven Governors and Harmony, broughe the sexes together, mak-
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multiplied according 1o their kind. He who through the error of
attachmenc loves his , abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the things of death, but he who realizes that the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy, "

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorant the body is suprerne and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thar is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject o death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, o
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the ctesnity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, m Poimandres continued: “Lee the man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-sclf and become a
servane of Realicy,"

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Focrnal
Teacher. 1 am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—-and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. I, Thought (Thogh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to chem, for when 1 come they
immediacely know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore such wise and philosophic ones die, they leam to renoence cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls.

1 will not permic the cvil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will 1 allow evil emotions and evil thoughts o
enter them, | become as a porter or dooekeeper, and shug out cvil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature, But to che wicked,
the envious and the covetous, 1 come not, for such cannoee under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome. | leave
them to theavenging demon thaceley are making in cheir own souls,
for evil cach day increases jrself and tormyents man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before uneil
finally evil destroys itself. The punidhisenc of desire is the agony
of unfulblimene.”

Hermies bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had caught him 3o much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : **Ac death
the material body of man is returned ¢o the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The evil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senwes, feclings, desires, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natuzes in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life.

**Afrer the lower nature has rezurned to the brutishness, the higher
strugglesagain co regain ltsspiritual estate. [tascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Seven Governors and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Meon, and to
it is recurned the ability o increase and diminish, Upon the second

ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceic, and
tiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are returned the
lusts and passions. Upoa the fourth n'nz(n‘rs the Sun, and to this
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon the fiifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupiter, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumuladion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gate of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil plotting.

““Then, being naked of all the accumulations of che seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in che Ei

for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into etermity wlllrdn illusion of sense and carthiness.

*“The path o immortalicy is hard, and caly a few find it, The
rest await the Great Day when the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they muse return again,

ious and unknowing, to the seed-ground of stars, and await
r:?munummnmwml of the
which | have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which | now bid
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dwelleth in the White ﬁandshtllddivudmdmwwdg
Light and shall be absorbed into the Lighe, and in the Lighe they

shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

*'Blessed are thow, O Soa of Light, to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandses, the Light of the World, have revealed myself. | ordes you
to go forth, to become as a guide to chose who wander in darkness,
that all men within whom dwells the spirit of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the earth, for | am the Mind of the Myseries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” With
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Greatr Lighe.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
madde of the clerments, but with e spizit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light."

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went dheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters. And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of dhe lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermes commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing that all men desir-
ing immortalicy migh thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
sleep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dhe Mind and the
shutting of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budding life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For this is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Grear Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth o the Woed:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Ecernal

“Holy is God, the Facher of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be knows, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

“Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

“Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thow, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

*“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

“Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare
stretched out unto Thee.

"0 Thou Unspeakable, Unuzrerable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, that | may o err
from the knowledge of Thee and thar | may enligheen thase chac
are in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
pare in peace and in crustfulness into Thy Lighe and Life.

"Blessed art Thou, O Fathez! The man Thouhast fashioned would
be sanctified with Thee as Thou hast given him power to sancuify
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch.”

Th:lkV;on;{ Hmus,likcfnarly mw writin
isan ical expasition of great phi and mystic
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended oaly by those who
have been “raised” into che presence of the True Mind.

"I will not permit the evil
senses to control the bodies of
those who love me, nor will |
allow evil emotions and evil
thoughts to enter them. |
become as a porter or
doorkeeper, and shut out evil,
protecting the wise from their
own lower nature. But to the
wicked, the envious and the
covetous, | come not, for such
cannot understand the

mysteries of Mind; therefore, |
am unwelcome. | leave them
to the avenging demon that
they are making in their own
souls, for evil each day
increases itself and torments
man more sharply, and each
evil deed adds to the evil
deeds that are gone before
until finally evil destroys itself.
The punishment of desire is
the agony of unfulfillment."



X I

A XS Lo , mak-
ing the mixturesand establishing the andall chings were
multiplied according 1o their kind. He who through the error of
attachmenc loves his ‘”3’ abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the things of death, but he who realizes that the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy."

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin ofiﬁxonnm alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorant the body is suprerne and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thar is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject o death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, to
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,
whereof man is made. If, therefore, a man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the ctesnity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life ceernal, and Poimandres continued : “Let the man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-sclf and become a
servane of Realicy,"

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind —the Evemal
Teacher. 1 am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—-and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. I, Thought (Thogh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religioudy, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to chem, for when 1 come dhey
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore such wise and philosophic ones die, they leam to renoence cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls,

*1 will not permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will 1 allow evil emocions and evil choughts to
enter them, | become as a porter o doockeeper, and shue out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, 1 come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, I leave
them to the avenging demon thac ehey are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
finally evil destroys itself. The punishrvent of desire is the agony
of unfulfliment.”

Hermies bowed hishead in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taughe him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
uleimare of the human soul. So Peimandres resumed : *“Ac death
the material body of man is recurmned to the elemenes from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to che sousce from
whence he came, namely the Fighth Sphere. The cvil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the seases, feclings, desites, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose nacures in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life

**Afrer the lower nature has rezurned to the brutishness, the higher
strugglesagain co regain ltsspiritual estate. [tascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Seven Governors and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Meon, and to
it is recurned the ability o increase and diminish, Upon the second

ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceit, and
tiness. Upon che third ring sits Venus, and to it are returned the
lusts and passions. Upoa the fourth n'ng(n‘u the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupiter, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumuladion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gate of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil plotting.

““Then, being naked of all the accumulations of che seven Rings,
the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in che Ei
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
{nto etermity wich the illusion of sense and carthines.

*“The path o immortalicy is hard, and caly a few find it, The
rese await the Great Day when the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they muse return again,

unconscious and unknowing, to the seed-ground of stars, and awaie
a new beginning. Those who are saved by the of the mystery
which | have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which I now bid
you to establish among men, shall return again o the Father who
dmlluhimhc\\ﬂitcl‘.i and shall deliver themselves up to the
Light and shall be absorbed into the Lighe, and in the Lighe they
shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

“'Blessed are thow, O Soa of Light, to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandses, the Light of the World, have revealed myself. | ordes you
to go forth, to become as a guide to chose who wander in darkness,
that all men within whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the earch, for | am the Mind of the Myseries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” With
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the powers of the beavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
madde of the clerments, but with e spizit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe, Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light."

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went dheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters. And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermes commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing that all men desir-
ing immortalicy mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dhe Mind and the
shutting of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budding life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For this is the faichlul account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Grear Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth o the Woed:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Ecernal

“Holy is God, the Facher of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be knows, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

“Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thow, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

“Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare
stretched out unto Thee.

"0 Thou Unspeakable, Unuzrerable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, that | may o err
from the knowledge of Thee and thar | may enligheen thase chac
are in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
pare in peace and in crustfulness into Thy Lighe and Life.

"Blessed art Thow, O Fathex! The man Thouhast fashiosed would
be sanctified with Thee as Thou hast given him power to sancrify
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch.”

The WVision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermetic writin
ismdksaialo:posaimofmp!ﬁlomphkaadmyka&g:
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended oaly by those who
have been “raised” into che presence of the True Mind.

Hermes bowed his head in
thankfulness to the Great
Dragon who had taught
him so much, and begged
to hear more concerning
the ultimate of the human
soul. So Poimandres
resumed: "At death the
material body of man is
returned to the elements
from which it came, and the

invisible divine man

ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely
the Eighth Sphere. The evil
passes to the dwelling
place of the demon, and
the senses, feelings, desires,
and body passions return to
their source, namely the
Seven Governors, whose
natures in the lower man
destroy but in the invisible
spiritual man give life.
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*And when God had said vidence, with the 2id of the
fod od had said ch Mﬂ;c.

) were
multiplied according to their who the erroe of
accachment lwuhhboz.lbﬂumnduhgh sensible
and suffering the things of death, but he who realizes that the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy,"

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
iunuulkyfadudnotrumnlonm(imt&amm-
swered : “To the ignorant the body is supremc and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy that is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death. "
Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: “That which the Word of God said,
ayl:‘Boaudthduof:lldﬁnpouﬁssofLi&de:il.
whereof man is made." If, therefore, 2 man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the cternity
of Lifc and Lighe."

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise atcained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconw a
servane of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for | am the Mind —the Eoernal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoth)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men that are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help o them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore suchwise and philasophic omes die, they leam to renoence cheir
senses, knowing that these are the encmies of their immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or dootkeeper, and shue out evil,

the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, | leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
finally evil destroys itself. The punishient of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment.”

Hermyes bowed hishead in chankfuleess to the Great Dragos who
had taughe him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimare of the human woul. So Poimandres resumed : *“Ac death
the material body of man is reeurned eo the clements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends o ¢he source from
whence he came, namely the Eightk Sphere. The evil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the seases, feclings, desites, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose nagures in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life.

**Afrer the lower nature has resumned to the brutishness, the higher
strugglesagainco isspiricual estate. Ieascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Gowvernoes and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second

ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, decei, and
tiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
luses and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ¢ Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gate of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil ing.

“Then, being naked of all the accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eighth namely, the ring of the fixed
stars. Here, freed of all illusion, it dwells in che Light and sings
praises o the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery inche E
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into etermity the illusion of sense and carthiness.

%Mwhmmﬂzhhd.udodya&wﬁndk.m
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who waie, for they must return again,

which | have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which | now bid
yOu to esta Munzghnmathh?ﬂnwh

:

b
dwelleth in the White and shall deliver themselves up to che
Light and shall be md\euﬂt.udhdul.zzthey
shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is te-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

"Blmexm(hou,OSoaofL , to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandses, the Lighe of the World, have revealed mysedf. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander (n darkness,
that all men wichin whom Is the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the earch, for | am the Mind of the Myaeries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celescial light, van-
ished, m(nﬁa’ngwkhd\c powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life zo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with dw eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters. And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermes commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his :ixmncs inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desie-
ing immortalicy mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
sheep of the body is the sober watchfulness of the Mind and the
shutting of my cyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
bu&hy life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of che tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Grear Dn@on. the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Etemal
“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

*Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

*“Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart

O Thoa Unsgeakabie, U

4 , Unuzzerable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe ere
from the knowledge of Thee and that [ may enligheen those chat
arc in ignorance, my brothess and Thy sons.

“Therefore | belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
et :h'ri.?fwmm hmm sancify
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others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

i Slgri) G o s Mt T
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and its hidden meaning may be compeehended oaly by those who
have been “ratsed”" into the presence of the True

Hermes bowed his head in
thankfulness to the Great
Dragon who had taught
him so much, and begged
to hear more concerning
the ultimate of the human
soul. So Poimandres
resumed: "At death the
material body of man is
returned to the elements
from which it came, and the

invisible divine man

ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely
the Eighth Sphere. The evil
passes to the dwelling
place of the demon, and
the senses, feelings, desires,
and body passions return to
their source, namely the
Seven Governors, whose
natures in the lower man
destroy but in the invisible

spiritual man give life.
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"*And when God had said v with the aid of the
s Gl b Pt st o

: were
multiplied according to their whd-mmof
mmuug.mma sensible
and suffering the things of death, but he who realizes that the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy,"

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
mdhfadudnd:gounnhum(im&amm-
swered : “To the ignorant the body is supremc and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy that is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death. "
Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: “That which the Word of God said,
ml:‘Boaut&hdmddldﬂmcuﬁnofU&mdL:il.
whereof man is made." If, therefore, 2 man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the cternity
of Lifc and Lighe."

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise atcained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconw a
servane of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for | am the Mind —the Eoernal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoth)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men that are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help o them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore such wise and philasophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the encmies of their immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or doockeeper, and shue out evil,

the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, | leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
finally evil destroys itself. The punishient of desire is the agony
of unfulfiliment.”

Hermyes bowed hishead in chankfuleess to the Great Dragos who
had taughe him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimare of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : *“Ac death
the material body of man is reeurned eo the clements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends o ¢he source from
whence he came, namely the Eightk Sphere. The evil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the seases, feclings, desites, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose nagures in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life.

**Afrer the lower nature has resumned to the brutishness, the higher
strugglesagainco isspiricual estate. Ieascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Gowvernoes and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second

ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, decei, and
tiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
luszs and passions. U :hefounhrinzfﬁudt&n.wdtodm
Lord are returned ambi Fond: th ring sits Mars, and co
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupizer, and to it are rexurned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gace of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil ing.

“Then, being naked of all the accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eigheh Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises o the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery inche E
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
e e e . Th

© is a
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who waie, for they must return again,

unconscious and to the seed-ground of stars, and awaie
a new beginning. Those who are saved by the .:a:m
which 1 have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which | now bid
you to establish men, shall rexurn again to the Father who
Whm%mmmm g
Light and shall be into the Lighe, and in the they

shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

"Bk-exmthoc,OSoaofL , to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandses, the Lighe of the World, have revealed mysedf. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander (n darkness,
that all men wichin whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the carch, for | am the Mind of the Myaeries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celescial light, van-
ished, m(nﬁingwkhd\c powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life zo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Lighe.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. Bue others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermes commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing chac all men desie-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
sheep of the body is the sober watchfulness of the Mind and the
shutting of my cyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
bu&hy life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the troe of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Grear Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth to the Word :
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Etemal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

*Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart

Oﬂ:utlm:ohbl:U

4 , Unuzterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe ere
from the knowledge of Thee and that [ may enligheen those chat
arc in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore | belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
u@“&rﬁpwm e sancify
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is an alkegorical expasition of greac philosophic and mystic
and its hidden meaning may be compeehended oaly by those who
have been “ratsed”" into the presence of the True

Hermes bowed his head in
thankfulness to the Great
Dragon who had taught
him so much, and begged
to hear more concerning
the ultimate of the human
soul. So Poimandres
resumed: "At death the
material body of man is
returned to the elements
from which it came, and the
invisible divine man

ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely
the Eighth Sphere. The evil
passes to the dwelling
place of the demon, and
the senses, feelings, desires,
and body passions return to
their source, namely the
Seven Governors, whose
natures in the lower man
destroy but in the invisible

spiritual man give life.
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Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: “That which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Father of all things consists of Life and L’ii:.
whereof man is made." If, therefore, 2 man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the cternity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise atcained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let the man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and leam of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servane of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind —the Evemal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoeh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help o them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore such wise and philasophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or doockeeper, and shue out evil,

the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, I leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
finally evil destroys itself. The punishient of desire is the agony
of unfulfiliment.”

Hermyes bowed hishead in chankfuleess to the Great Dragos who
had taughe him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimare of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : *“Ac death
the material body of man is reeurned eo the clements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to che source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The cvil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the seases, feclings, desites, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose nagures in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life.

**Afrer the lower nature has resumned to the brutishness, the higher
strugglesagainco isspiricual estate. Ieascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Governors and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second

ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, decei, and
tiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
luszs and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon the ifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rezurned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gace of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil ing.

“Then, being naked of all the accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes to the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises o the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Belold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery inche E
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
e e e . Th

© is a
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who waie, for they must return again,

unconscious and to the seed-ground of stars, and
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which | have revealed unto you, O Heemes, and which | now
you to establish men, shall recurn again to the Father
Mhmm%mmmmw
Light and shall be into the Lighe, and in the Lighe
shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

- are thow, O Soa of Light, to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandses, the Light of the World, have revealed myself. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander (n darkness,
that all men wichin whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call

until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial light, van-
ished, mingling with the powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life zo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: ‘O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from yous sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with dhe etemal Lighe.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went dheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. Bue others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters. And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortalicy mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober warchfulness of the Mind and the
shutting of my cyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
buddlzf life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For dhis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Great Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth to the Word :
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Etemal

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before

the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His

own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be knows, and

who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

*Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established

all chings.

“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart

streeched out unto Thee

O Thou Unspeakable, Unuzterable, to be praised with silence !

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe ere

from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chat

arc in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore 1 belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-

part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
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others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."
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is an alkegorical expasition of greac philosophic and mystic

and its hidden meaning may be comprehended oaly by those who

have been “'raised” into the presence of the True

SN

Hermes bowed his head in
thankfulness to the Great
Dragon who had taught
him so much, and begged
to hear more concerning
the ultimate of the human
soul. So Poimandres
resumed: "At death the
material body of man is
returned to the elements
from which it came, and the

invisible divine man

ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely
the Eighth Sphere. The evil
passes to the dwelling
place of the demon, and
the senses, feelings, desires,
and body passions return to
their source, namely the
Seven Governors, whose
natures in the lower man
destroy but in the invisible
spiritual man give life.



The soul, reaching the region which
mortality inhabits, tends toward
terrestrial bodies, and is deemed to die.
Let no one, says Macrobius, be
surprised that we so frequently speak of
the death of this soul, which yet we call
immortal. It is neither annulled nor
destroyed by such death: but merely
enfeebled for a time; and does not
thereby forfeit its prerogative of
immortality; for afterward, freed from
the body, when it has been purified
from the vice-stains contracted during
that connection, it is re-established in
all its privileges, and returns to the
luminous abode of its immortality...
entering naked and pure into the eighth

sphere or highest Heaven. -Morals and
Dogma:464-5
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s XS L0 , mak-
ing the mixturesand establishing the ions, and all chings were
multiplied according to their kind. Ewbod:oud:dxamof
accachmenc loves his body, abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the things of death, but he who realizes that the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy."

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : “To the ignorant the body is supremie and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thar is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subjece o death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, o
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,
whereof man is made." If, therefore, a man shall kearn and undler-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the ctesnity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, m Poimandres continued : “Lee the man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-sclf and become a
servane of Realicy,"

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Evcrnal
Teacher. 1 am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—-and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. I, Thought (Thogh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to chem, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore such wise and philosophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the encmics of their immortal souls,

*1 will not permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will 1 allow evil emotions and evil choughts to
enter them, | become as a porter o doockeeper, and shue out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome. I leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
finally evil destroys itself. The punishrvent of desire is the agony
of unfulfiliment.”

Hermies bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had caught him 3o much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : **Ac death
the material body of man is returned ¢o the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The evil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feelings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natures in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life.

*“After the lower nature has rezurned to the brutishacss, the highes
strugglesagainto regain itsspititual estate. It asceads the seven Rings
upon which sit the Seven Governors and sexurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is returned the ability o increase and diminish. Upon the secomd
ring sits Mercury, and to it are retuened madhinations, deceic, and
crattiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are returned the
luses and passiors. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to this
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon dwe fifth ring sies Mars, and o
i are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ting
sits Jupiter, and to it are rerumed the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, ac che Gace of Chaos,
and to it are rerurned falschood and evil platting.

““Then, being naked of all the accumulations of che seven Rings,
the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Father in 2 voice which only the pure of spitit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in the Eiigbxh

for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into etermity wli‘:rdn illusion of sense and carthiness.

“The path to immortalicy is hard, and caly a few find it The
rest await the Great Day when the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for must return again,

unconscious and unknowing, to the seed-ground of stars, and awaie
a new beginning. Those who are saved by the lighe of the mystery
which | have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which | now bid
you to establish among men, shall return again o the Father who
dwelleth in the White Eag}t. and shall deliver chemselves up to the
Light and shall be absorbed into the Lighe, and in the Lighe they
shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

“'Blessed are thow, O Soa of Light, to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandres, the Light of the World, have revealed myself. | order you
to go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander in darkness,
that all men wichin whom dwells the spiric of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the earth, for | am the Mind of the Myaeries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” With
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Grear Lighe.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
madde of the elerments, but with the spirie of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light."

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene cheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. Bue others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and scaff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters. And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of dhe lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermes commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing that all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
sleep of the body is the sober watchfulness of the Mind and the
shutting of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budding life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For dhis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Grear Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth o the Woed:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Etemnal
Goad,

“Holy is Ged, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

“Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

“Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thow, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

“Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

*"Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare
streeched out unto Thee.

"0 Thou Unspeakable, Unuzrerable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, chat | may pos err
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chae
are in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
pace in peace and in crustfulness into Thy Lighe and Life.

"Blessed art Thou, O Fathez! The man Thouhast fashioned would
be sanctified with Thee as Thou hast given him power to sancuify
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch.”

Tl‘:u‘:uwn o{ Hmw,lil:cfnarly all of the Hermetic writin
is an allegorical exposition of greac philosophic and mystic cuths,
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended oaly by those who
have been “'raised” into the presence of the True Mind.

"After the lower nature has
returned to the brutishness,
the higher struggles again
to regain its spiritual estate.
It ascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Seven
Governors and returns to
each their lower powers in
this manner: Upon the first
ring sits the Moon, and to it
is returned the ability to
increase and diminish.
Upon the second ring sits
Mercury, and to it are
returned machinations,
deceit, and craftiness. Upon
the third ring sits Venus,

and to it are returned the
lusts and passions. Upon
the fourth ring sits the Sun,
and to this Lord are
returned ambitions. Upon
the fifth ring sits Mars, and
to it are returned rashness
and profane boldness.
Upon the sixth ring sits
Jupiter, and to it are
returned the sense of
accumulation and riches.
And upon the seventh ring
sits Saturn, at the Gate of
Chaos, and to it are
returned falsehood and evil
plotting.
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_ "And when God had said this, Providence, with the aid of the
‘-.‘dnl. Ml S o L w::—
aceachmene loves his ::'lbh
and ng the death, but he who realizes that the body

suffering the things

is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy,"

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
imdmfudndndrcnlloumeDumm.
swered : “To the ignorant the body is supremc and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy that is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject o death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death."
Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: “That which the Word of God said,
ml:‘BuuthuddldﬂmeLifcudL'iil.
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall bearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then be shall pass into the cternity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermes nex about the road by which the wise atrained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with 3 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become 2
servane of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Eoemal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thoughe (Thoeh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore such wise and philasophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the encmies of their immortal souls,
*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter o doorkeeper, and shue out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, I leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before umtil

finally evil destroys itself. The punishient of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had caught him so much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Pou‘mandmmuxd:“ﬂtfn&h
the material body of man is returned co the elements from which
km,;d&ms&mmm%owdﬁmfm
whence he came, namely ighth Sphere. il passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natuzes in the lower man destroy but in the invisible spiritual
man give life.

**After the lower nazure has rezurned to the brutishaess, the higher
strugglesagainto regain isspiritual estate. It asceads the seven Rings
upon which sit the Seven Governors and sexuens to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Meon, and to
it is reeurned the ability to increase and diminish. Upon the secomnd
ring sits Mercury, and to it are retuened machinations, deceic, and
crattiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are returned the
luses and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to this
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon the fifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ting
sits Jupiter, and to it are rerumed the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, ac the Gawe of Chaos,
and to it are returned falschood and evil plotting.

“Then, being naked of all the accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Father in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in Eﬁfhb
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into etermity the illusion of sense and carthines.

‘Tkpﬁwhmmmhd.udodya&wﬁndk.m
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheachs of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they must return again,

which | have revealed unto you, O Hermes,

you to establish shall rerurn again o the Father who
dwelleth in the White and shall deliver themselves up 1o
Light and shall be into the Light, and in the they

s are thow, O Son of Light, to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandses, the Lighe of the World, have revealed mysedf. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander in darkness,
that all men wichin whom Is thye spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish MWMMMI
not fail from the earth, for | am the of the Myaeries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life zo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: ‘O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvation, But others, casting themeelves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and scaff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters. And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober warchfulness of dhe Mind and the
shuteing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budcb:? life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the troe of my soul. For this is the faithful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
GmtDnéon.dtLocdofd:Word.dm whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Etemal
“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
.“'3-‘!0!)' art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established

ings.

*“Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thow, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart

Oﬂ:;tl?::ahbk U

i , Unugterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe ere
from the knowledge of Thee and thae [ may enlighten those chae
are in ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
be;nu&;n :b’l'igpumm !n:' sancuify

ibed wi as hast given him power to
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."

The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

isanal exposition of greac philosophic and mystic

and its hidden meaning may be compeehended oaly by those who

N

have been “raised”” into the presence of the True

"After the lower nature has
returned to the brutishness,
the higher struggles again
to regain its spiritual estate.
It ascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Seven
Governors and returns to
each their lower powers in
this manner: Upon the first
ring sits the Moon, and to it
is returned the ability to
increase and diminish.
Upon the second ring sits
Mercury, and to it are
returned machinations,
deceit, and craftiness. Upon
the third ring sits Venus,

and to it are returned the
lusts and passions. Upon
the fourth ring sits the Sun,
and to this Lord are
returned ambitions. Upon
the fifth ring sits Mars, and
to it are returned rashness
and profane boldness.
Upon the sixth ring sits
Jupiter, and to it are
returned the sense of
accumulation and riches.
And upon the seventh ring
sits Saturn, at the Gate of
Chaos, and to it are
returned falsehood and evil

plotting.
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Statue of Persephdné with a sistrum.
Heraklion Archaeological Museum, Crete
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“Mﬂn&'ﬁldaﬂdis Ptovﬁh;;:,withdtddo’f::
Seven qum m. w mmmba, -
ing the mixturesand establishing the andall chings were
multiplied according 1o their kind. He who through the error of
attachmenc loves his , abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the things of death, but he who realizes that the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy, "

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorant the body is suprerne and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thar is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject o death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, to
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the ctesnity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermes next hﬁu(«d about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life ceernal, and Poimandres continued: “Let the man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconw a
servane of Realicy,"

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Focrnal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—-and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. I, Thought (Thogh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to chem, for when 1 come they
immediacely know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore such wise and philosophic ones die, they leam to renoence cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls,

*1 will not permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will 1 allow evil emotions and evil choughts to
enter them, | become as a porter o doockeeper, and shue out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome. I leave
them to the avenging demon thac ehey are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
finally evil destroys itself. The punishrvent of desire is the agony
of unfulfiliment.”

Hermies bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had caught him 3o much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : **Ac jﬂlh
the material body of man is returned ¢o the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The evil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senwes, feclings, desires, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natures in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life.

*After the lower nature has sezurned to the brutishacss, the highes
strugglesagainto regain itsspititual estate. It asceads the seven Rings
upon which sit the Seven Governors and sexuens to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and to
it is returned the ability o increase and diminish. Upon the secomd
ring sits Mercury, and to it are returned madhinations, deceic, and
crattiness. Upon ehe thitd ring sits Vienus, and to it are returned the
luses and passiors. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to this
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon the fifth ring sies Mars, and to
i are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ting
sits Jupiter, and to it are retumed the sense of accumulation and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, ac che Gace of Chaos,
and to it are rerurned falschood and evil platting.

““Then, being naked of all the accumulations of che seven Rings,
the soul comes co the Eighth Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Facher in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Bebold, O Hermes, theze isa greac mystery in che Ei

for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
{nto etermity wich the illusion of sense and carthines.

*“The path o immortalicy is hard, and caly a few find it, The
rest await the Great Day when the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they muse return again,

unconscious and unknowing, to the seed-ground of stars, and awaie
a new beginning. Those who are saved by the of the mystery
which 1 have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which I now bid
you to establish among men, shall return again o the Father who
Mummwu«fs and shall deliver themselves up to the
Light and shall be absorbed into the Lighe, and in the Lighe they
shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

*“'Blessed are thow, O Soa of Light, to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandses, the Light of the World, have revealed myself. | ordes you
to go forth, to become as a guide to chose who wander in darkness,
that all men wichin whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the earth, for | am the Mind of the Myseries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” With
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the powers of the beavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Greatr Lighe.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
madde of the clerments, but with e spizit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light."

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went dheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters. And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermes commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing that all men desir-
ing immortalicy mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dhe Mind and the
shutting of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budding life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For this is the faichlul account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Grear Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth o the Woed:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Ecernal

“Holy is God, the Facher of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be knows, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

“Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

“Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thow, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

*“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

“Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare
stretched out unto Thee.

"0 Thou Unspeakable, Unuzrerable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, that | may o err
from the knowledge of Thee and thar | may enligheen thase chac
are in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
pare in peace and in crustfulness into Thy Lighe and Life.

“"Blessed art Thow, O Fathez! Theman Thouhast fashioned would
be sanctified with Thee as Thou hast given him power to sancuify
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch.”

Tb:]kV::'tao{ Ham,lik:fmrly all of the Hermetic writin
isan ical expasition of greac philosophic and mystic
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended oaly by those who
have been “raised” into che presence of the True Mind.

"After the lower nature has
returned to the brutishness,
the higher struggles again
to regain its spiritual estate.
It ascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Seven
Governors and returns to
each their lower powers in
this manner: Upon the first
ring sits the Moon, and to it
is returned the ability to
increase and diminish.
Upon the second ring sits
Mercury, and to it are
returned machinations,
deceit, and craftiness. Upon
the third ring sits Venus,

and to it are returned the
lusts and passions. Upon
the fourth ring sits the Sun,
and to this Lord are
returned ambitions. Upon
the fifth ring sits Mars, and
to it are returned rashness
and profane boldness.
Upon the sixth ring sits
Jupiter, and to it are
returned the sense of
accumulation and riches.
And upon the seventh ring
sits Saturn, at the Gate of
Chaos, and to it are
returned falsehood and evil

plotting.
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«"And when God bad said chis, Providence, with the aid of the
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and suffering the things of death, but he who realizes that the body

is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy,"

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of

immortalicy for the sin dr-nlhm'rbecmuam an-
swered : ““To the ignorant the body is supreme and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy that is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject o death, they believe in death because
they worship thac substance which is the cause and reality of deach. "

Then Hermes asked how the and wise pass to God, 1o

Hermes nex about the road by which the wise atrained
Poimandres continued: “'Let the man enduwed
with a2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servane of Realiey."
Hermesasked ifall men did nochave Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : “Take heed what you say, for | am the Mind—the Ercrnal
Teacher. 1 am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men

the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoth)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
wumdmﬂd.wdmhvl:!;mmﬂdw;mly,ndm
presence is an inspiracion and a w , for w come they
immediacely know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore suchwise and phil onxes die, they leam to renouence cheir
senses, knowing that these are the encmics of their immortal souls,
*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter o doorkeeper, and shue out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, [ leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases itself and torments man more sharply,
ST e T T

y . is the agony
of unfulfillment.”

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had caughs him so much, and to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resurmed : A
the material body of man is returned ¢o the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The cvil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natuzes in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual

man give life.
**After the lower nazure has rezurned to the brutishaess, the higher
strugglesagainto regain isspiritual estate. It asceads the seven Rings

upon which sit the Seven Governors and sexuens to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Meon, and to
it is reeurned the ability to increase and diminish. Upon the secomnd
ring sits Mercury, and to it are retuened machinations, deceic, and
crattiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are returned the
luses and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to this
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon the fifth ring sies Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ting
sits Jupiter, and to it are rerumed the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, ac the Gace of Chaos,
and to it are returned falschood and evil plocting.
“Then, bdumbdofdldtm&(omofdzm Rings,
the soul comes to the Eigheh Sphere, namely, the ring of the fixed
Stars, freed of all illusion, it dwells in the Light and sings
praises to Whammw&mdzﬂmy

understand. Bebold, O Hermes, there isa greac mystery in
for the Milky Way is the seed- of souls, and from

it they drop into the Rings, and to the Way they return again

M?‘&Mdmhm:nmmmbthc:&m-m
ladder wander in darkness below and are swepe
%dn carthiness.
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stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of

substance. Woe unto those who waic, for they must return again,

these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the ts of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Heemes: O people of the carth, men born and
made of the elerments, but with the spitit of the Divine Man with-

in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themeselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem geatly,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the sceds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve h:xnnm inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desir-
ing immortality mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dwe Mind and the
shuteing of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
bud:ﬁ:?lifcmdbopc.mdisfullo[good My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of che tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Greatr Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
lgﬁot:’moGodd\cFadu.deE&mddnnglu.mdd\cEmm

“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.
dl‘li&anﬂm.mby“y“/od (Reason) hast established

*“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“'Holy art Thou, who art than all powers.

“"Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*"Holy arc Thow, who arc betrer than all praise.

*Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare

O Thou Unspeakable, U

i , Unugterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe err
from the knowledge of Thee and thae [ may enlighten those chae
are in ignorance, my brothsers and Thy sons.

“Therefore | belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in crusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
kMi&Tﬁme la:‘ sanctify
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The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the Hermezic

of grea philosophic and mystic

isan expasition :
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who

have been “raised”” into the presence of the True

"After the lower nature has
returned to the brutishness,
the higher struggles again
to regain its spiritual estate.
It ascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Seven
Governors and returns to
each their lower powers in
this manner: Upon the first
ring sits the Moon, and to it
is returned the ability to
increase and diminish.
Upon the second ring sits
Mercury, and to it are
returned machinations,
deceit, and craftiness. Upon
the third ring sits Venus,

and to it are returned the
lusts and passions. Upon
the fourth ring sits the Sun,
and to this Lord are
returned ambitions. Upon
the fifth ring sits Mars, and
to it are returned rashness
and profane boldness.
Upon the sixth ring sits
Jupiter, and to it are
returned the sense of
accumulation and riches.
And upon the seventh ring
sits Saturn, at the Gate of
Chaos, and to it are
returned falsehood and evil

plotting.
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ing the mixturesand establishing the andall chings were
multiplied according 1o their kind. He who through the error of
attachmenc loves his , abides wandering in darkness, sensible
and suffering the things of death, but he who realizes that the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy, "

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
immortalicy for the sin of ignorance alone. The Great Dragon an-
swered : ““To the ignorant the body is suprerne and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy thar is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject o death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, to
which Poimandres replied: "“That which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,
whereof man is made." If, therefore, a man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the ctesnity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermes next hﬁu(«d about the road by which the wise arrained
to Life ceernal, and Poimandres continued: “Let the man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and beconw a
servane of Realicy,"

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Focrnal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—-and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. I, Thought (Thogh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to chem, for when 1 come they
immediacely know all things and adore the Universal Facher. Be-
fore such wise and philosophic ones die, they leam to renoence cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls,

*1 will not permic the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will 1 allow evil emotions and evil choughts to
enter them, | become as a porter o doockeeper, and shue out evil,
protecting the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come noe, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, [ leave
them to the avenging demon thac ehey are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
finally evil destroys itself. The punishrvent of desire is the agony
of unfulfiliment.”

Hermies bowed his head in chankfulness to the Great Dragon who
had caught him 3o much, and begged to hear more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : **Ac jﬂlh
the material body of man is returned ¢o the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends o the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The evil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senwes, feclings, desires, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natures in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life.

**Afrer the lower nature has rezurned to the brutishness, the higher
strugglesagain co regain ltsspiritual estate. [tascends the seven Rings
upon which sit the Seven Governors and recurns to cach their lower
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Meon, and to
it is recurned the ability o increase and diminish, Upon the second
ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceic, and

tiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are returned the
luses and passions. Upoa the fourth n'ngfn‘rs the Sun, and o chis
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon the fiifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupiter, and to it are rexumned the sense of accumuladion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gate of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil plotting.

*“Then, being naked of all che accumulations of che seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eighth Sphere, namely, che ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Father in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
undesstand, Bebold, O Hermes, there isa greac mystery indwe Eighth
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoe climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into exernity with the illusion of sense and carthiness.

“The path o immortalicy is hard, and caly a few find it, The
rest await the Great Day when the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they muse return again,

unconscious and unknowing, to the seed-ground of stars, and awaie
a new beginning. Those who are saved by the of the mystery
which 1 have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which I now bid
you to establish among men, shall return again o the Father who
Mummwu«fs and shall deliver themselves up to the
Light and shall be absorbed into the Lighe, and in the Lighe they
shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is re-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

*“'Blessed are thow, O Soa of Light, to whom of all men, 1, Poi-
mandses, the Light of the World, have revealed myself. | ordes you
to go forth, to become as a guide to chose who wander in darkness,
that all men wichin whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call
forth My Mind in them, Establish My Mysteries and they shall
not fail from the earth, for | am the Mind of the Myseries and
until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” With
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celestial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the powers of the beavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Greatr Lighe.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
madde of the clerments, but with e spizit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves to climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light."

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went dheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters. And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermes commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing that all men desir-
ing immortalicy mighe thercin find the way,

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of dwe Mind and the
shutting of my eyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
budding life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For this is the faichlul account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Grear Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth o the Woed:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
cause, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Ecernal

“Holy is God, the Facher of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning,

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be knows, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

“Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

“Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thow, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

*"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

*“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

“Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heare
stretched out unto Thee.

"0 Thou Unspeakable, Unuzrerable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, that | may o err
from the knowledge of Thee and thar | may enligheen thase chac
are in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
pare in peace and in crustfulness into Thy Lighe and Life.

“"Blessed art Thow, O Fathez! Theman Thouhast fashioned would
be sanctified with Thee as Thou hast given him power to sancuify
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch.”

Tb:]kV::nao{ Ham,lik:fmrly m&mﬂ writin
isan ical expasition of grear phi and mystic
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended oaly by those who
have been “raised” into che presence of the True Mind.

"Then, being naked of all the
accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes to the Eighth
Sphere, namely, the ring of the
fixed stars. Here, freed of all
illusion, it dwells in the Light and
sings praises to the Fatherin a
voice which only the pure of spirit
may understand. Behold, O Hermes,
there is a great mystery in the
Eighth Sphere, for the Milky Way is
the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to
the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But
some cannot climb the seven-
runged ladder of the Rings. So they
wander in darkness below and are
swept into eternity with the illusion
of sense and earthiness.



X I

"*And when God had said chis, Providence, with the aid of the
Seven Govemors and Harmony, 'dmusn:rh.mk-
iudumbmndnblﬂlzdl and all chings were
multiplied according to their who through the error of
mmuﬁ.mmhmw
and suffering the things of death, but he who realizes that the body
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to immortalicy."

Then Hermes desired to know why men should be deprived of
mdkyfadndnd:gonmmmeDnmm-
swered : “To the ignorant the body is supremc and they are incapa-
ble of realizing the immortalicy that is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: “That which the Word of God said,
say |: 'Because the Facher of all things consists of Life and Lighe,
whereof man is made." If, therefore, 2 man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the cternity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise atcained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “Let the man endued
with a Mind mark, consider, and leam of himself, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-self and become a
servane of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind —the Evemal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. I, Thoughe (Thoth)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thac are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help o them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore such wise and philasophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir
senses, knowing that these are the enemics of their immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts o
enter them, | become as a porter or doockeeper, and shue out evil,

the wise from their own lower mature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, I leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
finally evil destroys itself. The punishient of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment."

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had caughe him 3o much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed : **Ar death
the material body of man is returned co the clements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The cvil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senwes, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natuzes in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
man give life.

"Afmdtlwummxha:c:mmedmt?cbmiﬂml:. tbc!;‘ghn
stru againto iesspiricual estate. [eascendsthe sevenRi
upoz&ul?hkhsk:he Governors and recurns to cach their luwng
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability o increase and diminish, Upon the second

ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, decei, and
tiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
luses and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ambitions. Upon the ifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, and to it are rezurned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gare of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil plotting.

*“Then, being naked of all che accumulations of che seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eighth Sphere, namely, che ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Father in 2 voice which only the pure of spirit may
understand. Behold, O Hermes, there isa greas mystery indwe Eighth
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoce climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into eternity wich the illusion ofhsa'ud:' m:;lth'mc‘:w s

“The path o mgz is a it
rest await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they must return again,

mhudnhwmmlhmdvpuﬂof and await
a new beginning. Those who are saved by the ﬁm
which | have revealed unto you, O Hermes, and which I now bid
you to establish men, shall rexurn again to the Father who
Whmm%wmmmumh
Light and shall be al into the Lighe, and in the Lighe they
shall become Powess in God. This is the Way of Good and is
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

- are thow, O Soa of Light, to whom of all 1,
mandees, the Light of the World, have revealed myself. | order
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander (n darkness,
that all men wichin whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call

3}
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until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these parting woeds, Poimandses, radiant with celeszial lighe, van-
ished, mingling with the powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Facher of All Things and con-
secrated his life to the service of the Grear Lighe.

Thus preached Heemes: ‘O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance ! Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with dhe etemal Lighe.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and went dheir way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvation. But others, casting themsclves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
ceaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters. And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of dhe lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his cixmncs inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing chac all men desie-
ing immortalicy mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
skeep of the body is the sober watchfulness of the Mind and the
shutting of my cyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
buddi:f life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of the tree of my soul. For dhis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Great Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul it hath given birth to the Word :
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Etemal

“Holy is God, the Facher of all things, the One who is befoce
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given bisth to out of Himself,

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be knows, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

“Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

“Holy art Thow, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart
streeched out unto Thee

O Thou Unspeakable, Unuzterable, to be praised with silence !

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe ere
from the knowledge of Thee and that | may enlighten those chat
arc in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons.

“Therefore 1 belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
Wiy :ni.?ghwm g sancify

ifed wi as hast gi im w
others with Thy Wordand'l'by'l'nxl?.""’u e,
e o oo ol iinrh
isan expasition of greac mystic
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended oaly by those who
have been “'raised” into the presence of the True
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"Then, being naked of all the
accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes to the Eighth
Sphere, namely, the ring of the
fixed stars. Here, freed of all
illusion, it dwells in the Light and
sings praises to the Fatherin a
voice which only the pure of spirit
may understand. Behold, O Hermes,
there is a great mystery in the
Eighth Sphere, for the Milky Way is
the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to
the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But
some cannot climb the seven-
runged ladder of the Rings. So they
wander in darkness below and are
swept into eternity with the illusion
of sense and earthiness.
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The Ten Heavens, from the Manichaean Diagram of the Universe, 1271-1368
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The Arab astrologers make the
eighth sphere to be that of the
fixed stars. Over all they locate
the seven seas of light, which
are only another form of the
seven divisions of the Nun, or
primordial water. In the
Ptolemaic system the earth was
central in the universe, it took
the place of the mount; the
planets ranged round at their
respective heights in the same
order as that of the Hindus. The
stars were fixed in a “sphere”; so
was each planet; they were
sphere within sphere like the
coats of an onion; you could see
right through to the outer one
because they were “crystalline”;

each was moved by the friction
of those beyond it; the ninth
was said to cause the
precession of the equinoxes; its
axis being that of the ecliptic. A
tenth was then added called the
Primum Mobile; its axis being
the equator and its extremities
the poles of the heavens. The
Chinese have a system of Ten
heavens, the ninth being the
primum mobile, which carries
with it the eight inferior strata;
these are again surrounded by
the tenth, called, by Choo-foo-

tze, the hard-s
they also say t

nell heaven; and

ne Gods are Ten,

eternally trano

—Natural Genesis

uil and unmoved.
:88-9
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_ ““And when God had said vidence, with the aid of the

they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death. "

Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied: “That which the Word of God said,
ml:‘BoautkhduddldﬂwMofU&udL&il.
whereof man is made." If, therefore, 2 man shall kearn and under-
stand che nature of Life and Lighe, then he shall pass into the cternity
of Life and Lighe."

Hermes next inquired about the road by which the wise atcained
to Life cternal, and Poimandres continued: “'Let the man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himslf, and with the
power of his Mind divide himself from his noc-sclf and become a
servant of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for | am the Mind —the Eoernal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the nature of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoth)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thar are holy and good,
pure and merciful, and that live piously and religiously, and my
presence is an inspiracion and a help to them, for when 1 come they
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore suchwise and philasophic omes die, they leam to renoence cheir
senses, knowing that these are the encmies of their immortal souls,

*'1 will ot permix the evil senses to control the bodies of those
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or dootkeeper, and shue out evil,

the wise from their own lower nature. But to the wicked,
the envious and the covetous, | come not, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, | leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
for evil each day increases irself and torments man more sharply,
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before umtil
finally evil destroys itself. The punishient of desire is the agony

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resurmed : “*Ae death
the material body of man is returned co the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The cvil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senses, feclings, desires, and
body passions return to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
uﬁumuuf:indtlowumduwybmindtﬁwmbkspiﬁtm!
man give

"Afmd:lwummnhammdmd wt{u‘bwn;ds M(he tbc!;{ghc
strugglesagainco {esspirivaal estate. I seven Ri
upon whi umﬁwm:«ummmwmx
powers in this manner: Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second

ing sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, decei, and

tiness. Upon che third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
luses and passions. Upoa the fourth ring sits the Sun, and to chis
Lord are returned ¢ Upon the hifth ring sits Mars, and to
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupizer, and to it are rexurned the sense of accumulacion and
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gace of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil plotting.

*“Then, being naked of all ehe accumulations of che seven Rings,
the soul comes to the Eighch Sphere, namely, the ring of che fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises to the Fathes in 2 veice which only the pure of spitit may
undesstand, Bebold, O Hermes, there isa greac mystery inde Eighth
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoce climb the seven-tunged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into eternity with the illusion of sense and earthiness.

"lkplhwhmclumhd.udodya&wﬁudk.m
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who wait, for they must retumn again,

mlh\ﬁ:mldmubmmo‘l'h:’n. which I now bid

establish men, shall return again o the Father who
dwellesh hmm"ﬁﬁmmmm o vhe
Light and shall be into the Lighe, and in the Lighe they

shall become Powers in God. This is the Way of Good and is te-
vealed only to them that have wisdom.

"Bba!mtbu.o&ndlf.wﬂmddlml.l’o&
mandses, the Lighe of the World, have revealed mysedf. | order you
o go forth, to become as a guide to those who wander (n darkness,
that all men wichin whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call

until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celescial light, van-
ished, mln;?a'ng with the powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
unto the heavens, Hermes blessed che Father of All Things and con-
secrated his life zo the service of the Grear Light.

Thus preached Hermes: O people of the earth, men born and
made of the clerments, but with the spirit of the Divine Man with-
in you, rise from your sleep of ignorance | Be sober and thougheful,
Realize that your home is not in the earth but in the Lighe. Why
have you delivered yourselves over unto death, having power to
partake of immortality? Repent, and change your minds, Depart
from the dark lighe and forsake corruption forever. Prepare yous-
selves o climb through the Seven Rings and to blend your souls
with the eternal Light.”

Some who heard mocked and scoffed and wene their way, de-
livering themselves to the Second Death from which there is no
salvacion. But others, casting themselves before the foct of Hermes,
besought him to teach them the Way of Life. He lifted chem gently,
receiving no approbation for himself, and staff in hand, went forth
veaching and guiding mankind, and showing them how they mighe
be saved. In the worlds of men, Hermes sowed the seeds of wis-
dom and nourished the seeds with the Immortal Waters, And ac
last came the evening of his life, and as the brightness of the lighe
of carth was beginning to go down, Hermies commanded his dis-
ciples to preserve his docerines inviolate throughout all ages. The
Vision of Poimandres he committed to writing thac all men desie-
ing immortalicy mighe thercin find the way.

In concluding his exposition of the Vision, Hermes wrote: " The
sheep of the body is the sober watchfulness of the Mind and the
shutting of my cyes reveals the true Light. My silence is filled with
buddz:? life and hope, and is full of good. My words are the blos-
soms of fruit of che tree of my soul. For chis is the faichful account
of what | received from my true Mind, that is Poimandres, the
Great Dragon, the Lord of the Word, through whom | became in-
spired by God with the Truth. Since that day my Mind has been
ever with me and in my own soul ic hath given birth to the Word:
the Word is Reason, and Reason hath redeemed me. For which
causc, with all my soul and all my strengeh, | give praise and bless-
ing unto God the Father, the Life and the Light, and the Etemal
“Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One who is before
the First Beginning.

“Holy is God, whose will is performed and accomplished by His
own Powers which He hath given birth to out of Himself.

“Holy is God, who has determined chae He shall be known, and
who is known by His own to whom He reveals Himself.

*Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) hase established
all chings.

*“Holy art Thoa, of whom all Nature is the image.

“"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has noc formed.

“'Holy art Thou, who art than all powers.

“Holy art Thou, who art greacer than all excellency.

*Holy art Thow, who are beteer than all praise.

" Accepe these reasonable sacrifices from a pure soul and a heart

O Thos Unspeskabic, U

i , Unugterable, to be praised with silence!

“1 beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, thae | may noe ere
from the knowledge of Thee and that [ may enligheen those chat
arc in ignorance, my brothess and Thy sons.

“Therefore I belicve Thee and bear witness unto Thee, and de-
part in peace and in erusefulness into Thy Lighe and Life.
be;nu&:n :hTingm ln:a sancuify

ibed wi as hast given him power to
others with Thy Word and Thy Truch."
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isan expasition of greas philosophic and mystic
and its hidden meaning may be comprehended those who
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"Then, being naked of all the
accumulations of the seven Rings,
the soul comes to the Eighth
Sphere, namely, the ring of the
fixed stars. Here, freed of all
illusion, it dwells in the Light and
sings praises to the Fatherin a
voice which only the pure of spirit
may understand. Behold, O Hermes,
there is a great mystery in the
Eighth Sphere, for the Milky Way is
the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to
the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But
some cannot climb the seven-
runged ladder of the Rings. So they
wander in darkness below and are
swept into eternity with the illusion

of sense and earthiness.



The key for man to discover and
turn, concerns itself with the
revealing of the mystery of:

a. His own sound.
b. His brother's sound.
c. His group sound.

d. The sound of that one of the
Heavenly Men with whom he is
connected.

e. The sound of the Logos, or the
sound of nature; of the solar system,
of the Grand Man of the Heavens.

Therefore...

a. On the physical plane he finds his
own note.

b. On the astral plane he finds his
brother's note; through identity of
emotion he comes to the
recognition of his brother's identity.

c. On the mental plane he begins to
find his group note.

d. On the buddhic plane, or the
plane of wisdom, he begins to find
the note of his planetary Logos.

e. On the atmic, or spiritual, plane
the note logoic begins to sound
within his consciousness. -TCF190-1
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Triumph of the Skies, by Kazimir Malevich, 1907

THE LISTENING PILGRIM

Listen, O Pilgrim, to the chanting of
the Word by the great Deva Lords.
Hush all earth vibration, still the
restless strivings of lower mind, and
with ear intent hark to the sounds
that rise to the throne of the Logos.
Only the pure in heart can hear, only
the gentle can respond.

The stormy sounds of all earth
struggle, the shrill vibration of the
watery sphere, the crashing note
marking the place of thought, dims
the sound and shuts out the tone.
He who is silent, quiet and calm
within, who sees all by means of
light divine and is not led by light
reflected within the threefold
spheres, is he who will shortly hear.
From out the environing ether will
strike a note upon his ear unlike the
tones that sound within the world
terrestrial.

Listen, O Pilgrim, for when that
sound strikes in colourful vibration
upon the inner sense, know that a
point has been achieved marking a
great transition.

Watch then, O Pilgrim, for the
coming of that hour. With purified
endeavour mount nearer to that
Sound. Know when its tone steals
through the misty dawn, or in the
mellow sunlight strikes soft upon
the ear, that soon the inner hearing
will become expanded feeling and
will give place to sight and perfect
comprehension.

Know when the music of the spheres
comes to you note by note, in misty
dawn or sunny noon, at cool of eve,
or sounding through the deep of
night, that in their rhythmic tone

lies secret revelation. -Rays and
Initiations:763
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"*And when God had said Mﬁhc,wlduhddofd:
Semcmmuﬂ-hmy the sexes , mak-
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w© d-m
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w
is but the tomb of his soul, rises to
Thmblacddadmhowwhymﬂuﬂdb:dqdvedof
mdkyfadndndrcmlhansznmm
swered : “To the ignorant the body is supremc and they are incapa
ble of realizing the immortalicy that is within them. Knowing only
the body which is subject to death, they believe in death because
they worship that substance which is the cause and reality of death. "
Then Hermes asked how the righteous and wise pass to God, 1o
which Poimandres replied : “'l'lntwhkhth:WordofGodmd
say : ‘Bmutbeﬁduddldﬂnpmofh&mdﬁii:
whereof man is made.” If, therefore, a man shall bearn and w
mﬂtkmed%nd“g&,thmhduﬂpsmoxh«mxy
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eoLifcml. Poimandres continued : “Let the man endued
with 2 Mind mark, consider, and leam of himslf, and with the
powuostMmddlvidehinudf&omhisnu-zlfmdbocoma
servane of Realicy."

Hermesasked ifall men did noc have Minds, and the Great Dragon
replied : ““Take heed what you say, for [ am the Mind—the Focrnal
Teacher. | am the Father of the Word—the Redeemer of all men
—and in the natuze of the wise the Word takes flesh. By means of
the Word, the world is saved. |, Thought (Thoeh)—the Father of
the Word, the Mind—come only unto men thac are holy and good,
pure and maclful and that livc plously and religioudy, and my
msmnmpmnaﬁal&!pwdmx.focwlmlmdw
immediately know all things and adore the Universal Facher, Be-
fore such wise and philasophic ones die, they leam to renounce cheir

senses, knowing that these are the encmies of their immortal souls,
lwillno(pcmltdiccvﬂsumtomxoldxbodncofdm
who love me, nor will | allow evil emotions and evil thoughts to
enter them, | become as a porter or doockeeper, and shue out evil,
the wise from their own lower nature. Buttodncwxch-d
the envious and the covetous, | come nox, for such cannoe under-
stand the mysteries of Mind; therefore, 1 am unwelcome, I leave
them to the avenging demon that they are making in theirown souls,
loccvdadxdayhmuscimlhndmmmmnmdwply.
and cach evil deed adds to the evil deeds that are gone before until
ﬁmllymlduxmysuxlf The punishivent of desire is the agony
of unfulfillment."

Hermes bowed his head in chankfulmess to the Great Dragon who
had taught him so much, and begged to haar more conceming the
ultimate of the human soul. So Poimandres resumed: A death
the material body of man is returned co the elements from which
it came, and the invisible divine man ascends to the source from
whence he came, namely the Eighth Sphere. The cvil passes to the
dwelling place of the demon, and the senwes, feclings, desires, and
body passions recurn to their source, namely the Seven Governors,
whose natuzes in the lower man destroy but in che invisible spiritual
nnngtv:llfc.

Afm:hclwummuhac:dmedwdl\cbmd\?mdagh
sty agnnco {esspiriaal estate. [eascends the seven Ri

“b l'tg:nGtthrunda'tx\u'nsuumd" tbmlm\ng
pmmhthumm Upon the first ring sits the Moon, and co
it is recurned the ability to increase and diminish, Upon the second

sits Mercury, and to it are returned machinations, deceit, and
3MU the third ring sits Vienus, and to it are recurned the
hn:ndpasiomUpoa:hcfounhnn&dud\cSun and to chis
Lord are returned ambitions. U, d:nn;mst,mdm
ic are returned rashness and profanc boldness. Upon the sixth ring
sits Jupicer, uﬂwkmmmddnmofmmuhdonw
riches. And upon the seventh ring sits Saturn, at the Gace of Chaos,
and to it are recurned falschood and evil plotting.

*Then, being naked of all che accumulations of che seven Rings,
the soul comes o the Eighth Sphere, namely, che ring of the fixed
stars, Here, freed of all illusion, ic dwells in che Light and sings
praises o the Father in 2 veice which only the pure of spirit may
undesstand, Bebold, O Hermes, there isa greac mystery inde Eighth
Sphere, for the Milky Way is the seed-ground of souls, and from
it they drop into the Rings, and to the Milky Way they return again
from the wheels of Saturn. But some cannoce climb the seven-runged
ladder of the Rings. So they wander in darkness below and are swepe
into exernity wich the illusion ofhsa:’c' u“rcic:dftyhmc:‘:w TR

“The path o hmau&z is a it
rese await the Great Day the wheels of the universe shall be
stopped and the immortal sparks shall escape from the sheaths of
substance. Woe unto those who waie, for they must return again,

tothe d‘k await
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are thow, OSoaoleﬂ( men, 1, Poi-

mandses, the Light of the World, have revea Iot&:m

w go forth, to become asa todmtwho lndnhen.
that all men wichin whom dwells the spirie of My Mind (The Uni-
versal Mind) may be saved by My Mind in you, which shall call

until Mind fails (which is never) my Mysteries cannoe fail."” Widh
these parting woeds, Poimandres, radiant with celescial light, van-
ished, min nfmgwkhdu powers of the heavens. Raising his eyes
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