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"And when God had said this, 
Providence, with the aid of the 
Seven Governors and Harmony, 
brought the sexes together, 
making the mixtures and 
establishing the generations, 
and all things were multiplied 
according to their kind. He who 
through the error of 
attachment loves his body, 
abides wandering in darkness, 
sensible and suffering the 
things of death, but he who 
realizes that the body is but the 
tomb of his soul, rises to 
immortality." 

Then Hermes desired to know 
why men should be deprived of 
immortality for the sin of 
ignorance alone. The Great 
Dragon answered:, To the 

ignorant the body is supreme 
and they are incapable of 
realizing the immortality that is 
within them. Knowing only the 
body which is subject to death, 
they believe in death because 
they worship that substance 
which is the cause and reality 
of death." 

Then Hermes asked how the 
righteous and wise pass to 
God, to which Poimandres 
replied: "That which the Word 
of God said, say I: 'Because the 
Father of all things consists of 
Life and Light, whereof man is 
made.' If, therefore, a man shall 
learn and understand the 
nature of Life and Light, then 
he shall pass into the eternity 
of Life and Light."
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the road by which the wise 

attained to Life eternal, and 

Poimandres continued: "Let 

the man endued with a Mind 

mark, consider, and learn of 

himself, and with the power of 

his Mind divide himself from 

his not-self and become a 

servant of Reality." 

Hermes asked if all men did 

not have Minds, and the Great 

Dragon replied: "Take heed 

what you say, for I am the 

Mind--the Eternal Teacher. I am 

the Father of the Word--the 

Redeemer of all men--and in 

the nature of the wise the 

Word takes flesh. By means of 

the Word, the world is saved. I, 

Thought (Thoth)--the Father of 

the Word, the Mind--come 

only unto men that are holy 

and good, pure and merciful, 

and that live piously and 

religiously, and my presence is 

an inspiration and a help to 

them, for when I come they 

immediately know all things 

and adore the Universal 

Father. Before such wise and 

philosophic ones die, they 

learn to renounce their senses, 

knowing that these are the 

enemies of their immortal 

souls. 
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He passeth on His way, 

sweeping the circle of the 

spheres, and sounding forth the 

WORD. 

From the nadir to the zenith, 

from eve unto the Day be with 

us, from the circle of 

manifestation to the centre of 

pralayic peace, is seen the 

enveloping blue, lost in the 

flame of achievement. 

Up from the pit of maya back to 

the portals of gold, forth from 

the gloom and darkness back to 

the splendour of day, rideth the 

Manifested One, the Avatar, 

bearing the shattered Cross. 

Naught can arrest His return, 

none can impede His Path, for 

He passeth along the upper 

way, bearing His people with 

Him. Cometh the dissolution of 

pain, cometh the end of strife, 

cometh the merging of the 

spheres and the blending of the 

hierarchies. All then is re-

absorbed within the orb, the 

circle of manifestation. The 

forms that exist in maya, and 

the flame that devoureth all, are 

garnered by the One Who rideth 

the Heavens and entereth into 

the timeless AEon." 

(From the Archives of the 

Lodge.) –TCF:748
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Poimandres continued: "Let 

the man endued with a Mind 

mark, consider, and learn of 

himself, and with the power of 

his Mind divide himself from 

his not-self and become a 

servant of Reality." 

Hermes asked if all men did 

not have Minds, and the Great 

Dragon replied: "Take heed 

what you say, for I am the 

Mind--the Eternal Teacher. I am 

the Father of the Word--the 

Redeemer of all men--and in 

the nature of the wise the 

Word takes flesh. By means of 

the Word, the world is saved. I, 

Thought (Thoth)--the Father of 

the Word, the Mind--come 

only unto men that are holy 

and good, pure and merciful, 

and that live piously and 

religiously, and my presence is 

an inspiration and a help to 

them, for when I come they 

immediately know all things 

and adore the Universal 

Father. Before such wise and 

philosophic ones die, they 

learn to renounce their senses, 

knowing that these are the 

enemies of their immortal 

souls. 
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"I will not permit the evil 

senses to control the bodies of 

those who love me, nor will I 

allow evil emotions and evil 

thoughts to enter them. I 

become as a porter or 

doorkeeper, and shut out evil, 

protecting the wise from their 

own lower nature. But to the 

wicked, the envious and the 

covetous, I come not, for such 

cannot understand the 

mysteries of Mind; therefore, I 

am unwelcome. I leave them 

to the avenging demon that 

they are making in their own 

souls, for evil each day 

increases itself and torments 

man more sharply, and each 

evil deed adds to the evil 

deeds that are gone before 

until finally evil destroys itself. 

The punishment of desire is 

the agony of unfulfillment."
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Hermes bowed his head in 

thankfulness to the Great 

Dragon who had taught 

him so much, and begged 

to hear more concerning 

the ultimate of the human 

soul. So Poimandres 

resumed: "At death the 

material body of man is 

returned to the elements 

from which it came, and the 

invisible divine man 

ascends to the source from 

whence he came, namely 

the Eighth Sphere. The evil 

passes to the dwelling 

place of the demon, and 

the senses, feelings, desires, 

and body passions return to 

their source, namely the 

Seven Governors, whose 

natures in the lower man 

destroy but in the invisible 

spiritual man give life.
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The soul, reaching the region which 

mortality inhabits, tends toward 

terrestrial bodies, and is deemed to die. 

Let no one, says Macrobius, be 

surprised that we so frequently speak of 

the death of this soul, which yet we call 

immortal. It is neither annulled nor 

destroyed by such death: but merely 

enfeebled for a time; and does not 

thereby forfeit its prerogative of 

immortality; for afterward, freed from 

the body, when it has been purified 

from the vice-stains contracted during 

that connection, it is re-established in 

all its privileges, and returns to the 

luminous abode of its immortality…

entering naked and pure into the eighth 

sphere or highest Heaven. –Morals and 

Dogma:464-5



"After the lower nature has 

returned to the brutishness, 

the higher struggles again 

to regain its spiritual estate. 

It ascends the seven Rings 

upon which sit the Seven 

Governors and returns to 

each their lower powers in 

this manner: Upon the first 

ring sits the Moon, and to it 

is returned the ability to 

increase and diminish. 

Upon the second ring sits 

Mercury, and to it are 

returned machinations, 

deceit, and craftiness. Upon 

the third ring sits Venus, 

and to it are returned the 

lusts and passions. Upon 

the fourth ring sits the Sun, 

and to this Lord are 

returned ambitions. Upon 

the fifth ring sits Mars, and 

to it are returned rashness 

and profane boldness. 

Upon the sixth ring sits 

Jupiter, and to it are 

returned the sense of 

accumulation and riches. 

And upon the seventh ring 

sits Saturn, at the Gate of 

Chaos, and to it are 

returned falsehood and evil 

plotting.



"After the lower nature has 

returned to the brutishness, 

the higher struggles again 

to regain its spiritual estate. 

It ascends the seven Rings 

upon which sit the Seven 

Governors and returns to 

each their lower powers in 

this manner: Upon the first 

ring sits the Moon, and to it 

is returned the ability to 

increase and diminish. 

Upon the second ring sits 

Mercury, and to it are 

returned machinations, 

deceit, and craftiness. Upon 

the third ring sits Venus, 

and to it are returned the 

lusts and passions. Upon 

the fourth ring sits the Sun, 

and to this Lord are 

returned ambitions. Upon 

the fifth ring sits Mars, and 

to it are returned rashness 

and profane boldness. 

Upon the sixth ring sits 

Jupiter, and to it are 

returned the sense of 

accumulation and riches. 

And upon the seventh ring 

sits Saturn, at the Gate of 

Chaos, and to it are 

returned falsehood and evil 

plotting.



Statue of Persephónē with a sistrum.  
Heraklion Archaeological Museum, Crete
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"Then, being naked of all the 

accumulations of the seven Rings, 

the soul comes to the Eighth 

Sphere, namely, the ring of the 

fixed stars. Here, freed of all 

illusion, it dwells in the Light and 

sings praises to the Father in a 

voice which only the pure of spirit 

may understand. Behold, O Hermes, 

there is a great mystery in the 

Eighth Sphere, for the Milky Way is 

the seed-ground of souls, and from 

it they drop into the Rings, and to 

the Milky Way they return again 

from the wheels of Saturn. But 

some cannot climb the seven-

runged ladder of the Rings. So they 

wander in darkness below and are 

swept into eternity with the illusion 

of sense and earthiness.
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The Arab astrologers make the 

eighth sphere to be that of the 

fixed stars. Over all they locate 

the seven seas of light, which 

are only another form of the 

seven divisions of the Nun, or 

primordial water. In the 

Ptolemaic system the earth was 

central in the universe, it took 

the place of the mount; the 

planets ranged round at their 

respective heights in the same 

order as that of the Hindus. The 

stars were fixed in a “sphere”; so 

was each planet; they were 

sphere within sphere like the 

coats of an onion; you could see 

right through to the outer one 

because they were “crystalline”; 

each was moved by the friction 

of those beyond it; the ninth 

was said to cause the 

precession of the equinoxes; its 

axis being that of the ecliptic. A 

tenth was then added called the 

Primum Mobile; its axis being 

the equator and its extremities 

the poles of the heavens. The 

Chinese have a system of Ten 

heavens, the ninth being the 

primum mobile, which carries 

with it the eight inferior strata; 

these are again surrounded by 

the tenth, called, by Choo-foo-

tze, the hard-shell heaven; and 

they also say the Gods are Ten, 

eternally tranquil and unmoved. 
–Natural Genesis:88-9The Ten Heavens, from the Manichaean Diagram of the Universe, 1271–1368



"Then, being naked of all the 

accumulations of the seven Rings, 

the soul comes to the Eighth 
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The key for man to discover and 

turn, concerns itself with the 

revealing of the mystery of: 

a. His own sound. 

b. His brother's sound. 

c. His group sound. 

d. The sound of that one of the 

Heavenly Men with whom he is 

connected. 

e. The sound of the Logos, or the 

sound of nature; of the solar system, 

of the Grand Man of the Heavens. 

Therefore… 

a. On the physical plane he finds his 

own note. 

b. On the astral plane he finds his 

brother's note; through identity of 

emotion he comes to the 

recognition of his brother's identity. 

c. On the mental plane he begins to 

find his group note. 

d. On the buddhic plane, or the 

plane of wisdom, he begins to find 

the note of his planetary Logos. 

e. On the atmic, or spiritual, plane 

the note logoic begins to sound 

within his consciousness. –TCF190-1



THE LISTENING PILGRIM 

Listen, O Pilgrim, to the chanting of 
the Word by the great Deva Lords. 
Hush all earth vibration, still the 
restless strivings of lower mind, and 
with ear intent hark to the sounds 
that rise to the throne of the Logos. 
Only the pure in heart can hear, only 
the gentle can respond. 

The stormy sounds of all earth 
struggle, the shrill vibration of the 
watery sphere, the crashing note 
marking the place of thought, dims 
the sound and shuts out the tone. 
He who is silent, quiet and calm 
within, who sees all by means of 
light divine and is not led by light 
reflected within the threefold 
spheres, is he who will shortly hear. 
From out the environing ether will 
strike a note upon his ear unlike the 
tones that sound within the world 
terrestrial. 

Listen, O Pilgrim, for when that 
sound strikes in colourful vibration 
upon the inner sense, know that a 
point has been achieved marking a 
great transition. 

Watch then, O Pilgrim, for the 
coming of that hour. With purified 
endeavour mount nearer to that 
Sound. Know when its tone steals 
through the misty dawn, or in the 
mellow sunlight strikes soft upon 
the ear, that soon the inner hearing 
will become expanded feeling and 
will give place to sight and perfect 
comprehension. 

Know when the music of the spheres 
comes to you note by note, in misty 
dawn or sunny noon, at cool of eve, 
or sounding through the deep of 
night, that in their rhythmic tone 
lies secret revelation. –Rays and 

Initiations:763

Triumph of the Skies, by Kazimir Malevich, 1907
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"The path to immortality is hard, and 
only a few find it. The rest await the 
Great Day when the wheels of the 
universe shall be stopped and the 
immortal sparks shall escape from 
the sheaths of substance. Woe unto 
those who wait, for they must return 
again, unconscious and unknowing, 
to the seed-ground of stars, and 
await a new beginning. Those who 
are saved by the light of the mystery 
which I have revealed unto you, O 
Hermes, and which I now bid you to 
establish among men, shall return 
again to the Father who dwelleth in 
the White Light, and shall deliver 
themselves up to the Light and shall 
be absorbed into the Light, and in 
the Light they shall become Powers 
in God. This is the Way of Good and is 
revealed only to them that have 
wisdom.
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which I have revealed unto you, O 
Hermes, and which I now bid you to 
establish among men, shall return 
again to the Father who dwelleth in 
the White Light, and shall deliver 
themselves up to the Light and shall 
be absorbed into the Light, and in 
the Light they shall become Powers 
in God. This is the Way of Good and is 
revealed only to them that have 
wisdom.
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"Blessed art thou, O Son of Light, to 
whom of all men, I, Poimandres, the 
Light of the World, have revealed 
myself. I order you to go forth, to 
become as a guide to those who 
wander in darkness, that all men 
within whom dwells the spirit of My 
Mind (The Universal Mind) may be 
saved by My Mind in you, which shall 
call forth My Mind in them. Establish 
My Mysteries and they shall not fail 
from the earth, for I am the Mind of 
the Mysteries and until Mind fails 
(which is never) my Mysteries cannot 
fail." With these parting words, 
Poimandres, radiant with celestial 
light, vanished, mingling with the 
powers of the heavens. Raising his 
eyes unto the heavens, Hermes 
blessed the Father of All Things and 
consecrated his life to the service of 
the Great Light.
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3. Scorpio.—The Agent of Deception. 
The Light of Liberation. 

1. Taurus.—The Bull of Desire. The 
light of aspiration and knowledge.

4. Aquarius.—The Chalice of Self-
service. The Light of the world.

2. Leo.—The Lion of Self-assertion. 
The Light of the Soul.



Illumination. The light which irradiates 
the Way. It is "the light of the intellect," 
which really means that which 
illumines the mind and which can 
reflect itself in that mental apparatus 
which is held "steady in the light." This 
is the "Light of the World," a Reality 
which is eternally existent, but which 
can be discovered only when the 
individual interior light is recognised 
as such. This is the "Light of the Ages," 
which shineth ever more until the Day 
be with us. The intuition is therefore 
the recognition in oneself, not 
theoretically but as a fact in one's 
experience, of one's complete 
identification with the Universal Mind, 
of one's constituting a part of the great 
World Life, and of one's participation in 
the eternal persisting Existence.  

–Glamour A World Problem:3-4

The Light of the World  
by William Holman Hunt, 1900-1904
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Hermes, while wandering in a 

rocky and desolate place, gave 

himself over to meditation and 

prayer. Following the secret 

instructions of the Temple, he 

gradually freed his higher 

consciousness from the bondage 

of his bodily senses; and, thus 

released, his divine nature 

revealed to him the mysteries of 

the transcendental spheres. He 

beheld a figure, terrible and awe-

inspiring. It was the Great 

Dragon, with wings stretching 

across the sky and light streaming 

in all directions from its body. 

(The Mysteries taught that the 

Universal Life was personified as 

a dragon.) The Great Dragon 

called Hermes by name, and 

asked him why he thus meditated 

upon the World Mystery. Terrified 

by the spectacle, Hermes 

prostrated himself before the 

Dragon, beseeching it to reveal 

its identity. The great creature 

answered that it was Poimandres, 
the Mind of the Universe, the 

Creative Intelligence, and the 

Absolute Emperor of all. (Schuré 

identifies Poimandres as the god 

Osiris.) Hermes then besought 

Poimandres to disclose the nature 

of the universe and the 

constitution of the gods. The 

Dragon acquiesced, bidding 

Trismegistus hold its image in his 

mind.
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