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Mr. Leadbeater, who had at that 

time all his great spiritual 

enlightenment ahead of him, 

sleeping on a charpai in the same 

room as I, heard two voices and 

saw a column of light by my 

bedside, but could not distinguish 

the form of my visitor. On the 

following night—as my Diary entry 

states—"H.P.B. got from her Teacher 

the plan for her Secret Doctrine, and 

it is excellent." Meanwhile, the 

accumulation of materials for the 

book had long been going on. It 

will be news to some that this was 

not originally intended to be a new 

book, but only a recasting and 

amplification of Isis Unveiled, with 

the late T. Subba Row as co-editor. 

As first advertised in the 

Theosophist, it was to have been 

issued in monthly parts of 77 

pages each, and to have run to 

about twenty parts. This new 

scheme, given her by her Teacher, 

changed this programme, and the 

gradual building up of the present 

grand work was the result… 

Charles Leadbeater in Adyar, 1885



At 1:27 a.m. in the following night I was 
awakened by a telegraph peon who brought 
me this despatch from Damodar: "Return at 
once, Upasika (H.P.B.) dangerously ill." It was a 
thunderclap out of a clear sky… Here were 
we two with our vast [Secret Doctrine] work 
not yet even shaped out, the Society still 
staggering under the blow struck by the 

Missionaries; for, while we were floating along 
on the full tide of our co-workers' sympathy, 
yet outside our ship, to borrow the metaphor, 
the billows of angry outside hatred and 
suspicion were swelling, and foaming, and 
dashing against it all around. With us 
together and united, each supplying what the 
other lacked, and linked together in one 

intense thought of service to man, there was 
nothing to fear for the future, our cause had 
in it the spirit of victory. But with her stricken 
down, perhaps lying on her deathbed, 
perhaps doomed to die before I could get 
back to receive her last word and close her 
eyes, how heavy my heart was needs no 
seventh son of a seventh son to comprehend. 



No wonder I wrote in my Diary, when the 

ship was running through a silvery sea: "My 

poor Chum, and is thy life of adventure, of 

anguish, of violent contrasts and of 

unswerving devotion to Humanity, ended? 

Alas, my loss will be greater than if thou hadst 

been wife, or sweetheart, or sister; for now 

must I carry alone the immense burden of this 

responsibility with which the Holy Ones have 

charged us." 

We reached Madras at 4 p.m. on 5th 

February; I hurried home and found H.P.B. in 

a state between life and death, with 

congestion of the kidneys, rheumatic gout, 

and an alarming loss of vitality. Added to 

this, an enfeebled action of the heart had 

brought her to a crisis where her life 

trembled in the balance. She was so 

delighted to see me that she put her arms 

around my neck, as I came to her bedside, 

and wept on my breast. I was unspeakably 

glad to be there to, at least, bid her farewell 

and assure her of my steadfastness. 

Charles Leadbeater at 
Residence at Adyar



Dr. Franz Hartmann, her 

attending physician, said it was 

simply a miracle that she was 

alive. Our Teacher had worked 

the wonder by coming one night 

when they were waiting for her 

last gasp, laying his hand on her, 

and snatching her back from 

death. Wonderful woman! This 

same thing happened with her at 

Philadelphia, when Dr. Pancoast 

told her that her leg must be cut 

off to save her life; but she was 

out of the house the very next 

day, with her mortifying limb 

cured. She hung in this state the 

next four days, we at first not 

knowing whether she would live 

a year or years, or suddenly die.  

As her strength improved, we 

talked over the situation, and she 

rejoiced in my promise of 

undying loyalty to the cause we 

represented… While we two 

were talking, H.P.B. got a note 

from our Guru in a phenomenal 

way, saying that she might assure 

Subba Row and Damodar that, 

upon her dying, the link between 

the T.S. and the Master should 

remain unbroken. A promise 

which has been amply fulfilled.  

–ODL3:208-9, 215-18 

Dr. Franz Hartmann 
author and physician



VERSE 3 

Of the Seven (elements)— first 

one manifested, six concealed, 

two manifested, five concealed; 

three manifested, four 

concealed; four produced, three 

hidden; four and one tsan 

(fraction) revealed, two and one 

half concealed; six to be 

manifested, one laid aside (a). 

Lastly, seven small wheels 

revolving; one giving birth to 

the other (b).



VERSE 4 

He builds them in the likeness 

of older wheels (worlds), 

placing them on the 

Imperishable Centres (a). 

How does Fohat build them? He 

collects the fiery dust. He 

makes balls of fire, runs 

through them and round them, 

infusing life thereinto; then 

sets them into motion, some 

one, some the other way. They 

are cold—he makes them hot. 

They are dry—he makes them 

moist. They shine—he fans and 

cools them (b). 

Thus acts Fohat from one 

twilight to the other during 

seven eternities.

Therefore, though the molecular constitution 

of their bodies is not deducible from their 

manifestations on this plane of 

consciousness, they nevertheless (from the 

standpoint of the adept Occultist) possess a 

distinctive objective if not material structure, 

in the relatively noumenal—as opposed to 

the phenomenal—Universe. Men of science 

may term them Force or Forces generated by 

matter, or "modes of its motion," if they will; 

Occultism sees in the effects 

"Elemental" (forces), and, in the direct causes 

producing them, intelligent DIVINE Workmen. 

The intimate connection of those Elementals 

(guided by the unerring hand of the Rulers)

—their correlation we might call it—with the 

elements of pure Matter, results in our 

terrestrial phenomena, such as light, heat, 

magnetism, etc., etc.



VERSE 4 

He builds them in the likeness 

of older wheels (worlds), 

placing them on the 

Imperishable Centres (a). 

How does Fohat build them? He 

collects the fiery dust. He 

makes balls of fire, runs 

through them and round them, 

infusing life thereinto; then 

sets them into motion, some 

one, some the other way. They 

are cold—he makes them hot. 

They are dry—he makes them 

moist. They shine—he fans and 

cools them (b). 

Thus acts Fohat from one 

twilight to the other during 

seven eternities.

The Seven "Sons-brothers," however, represent 
and personify the seven forms of Cosmic 
magnetism called in practical Occultism the 
"Seven Radicals," whose co-operative and 
active progeny are, among other energies, 
Electricity, Magnetism, Sound, Light, Heat, 
Cohesion, etc. Occult Science defines all these 
as Super-sensuous effects in their hidden 
behaviour, and as objective phenomena in the 
world of senses; the former requiring 
abnormal faculties to perceive them—the 
latter, our ordinary physical senses. They all 
pertain to, and are the emanations of, still 
more supersensuous spiritual qualities, not 
personated by, but belonging to, real and 
conscious CAUSES. To attempt a description of 
such ENTITIES would be worse than useless. The 
reader must bear in mind that, according to 
our teaching which regards this phenomenal 
Universe as a great Illusion, the nearer a body is 
to the UNKNOWN SUBSTANCE, the more it 
approaches reality, as being removed the 
farther from this world of Maya.
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The elemental groups of the dense physical 

plane who are swept into activity by the 

builders, are three in number: 

a. The gaseous elementals. 

b. The liquid elementals. 

c. The strictly dense elementals. 

One group concerns itself with the fiery 

channels, with the fires of the human body, 

and with the different gases to be found within 

the human periphery. Another group is to be 

seen working in connection with the 

circulatory system, and with all the liquids, 

juices, and waters of the body; whilst the third 

is largely involved in the construction of the 

frame, through the right apportioning of the 

minerals and chemicals. –TCF944-5
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Of course we shall never agree with the 
American Substantialists* who call every Force 
and Energy—whether Light, Heat, Electricity or 
Cohesion—an "Entity"; for this would be 
equivalent to calling the noise produced by 
the rolling of the wheels of a vehicle an Entity
—thus confusing and identifying that "noise" 
with the driver outside, and the guiding Master 
Intelligence within the vehicle. But we certainly 
give that name to the "drivers" and to these 
guiding Intelligences—the ruling Dhyan 
Chohans, as shown. The "Elementals," the 
Nature-Forces, are the acting, though invisible, 
or rather imperceptible, secondary Causes and 
in themselves the effects of primary Causes 
behind the Veil of all terrestrial phenomena. 

*See "Scientific Arena," a monthly Journal devoted to 

current philosophical teaching and its bearing upon 

the religious thought of the Age. New York: A. 

Wilford Hall, Ph.D., LL.D., Editor. (1886, July, August, 

and September.)
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4. The Law of Magnetic Control holds sway 

paramountly on the buddhic plane, and in the 

development of the control of this law lies hid 

the control of the personality by the Monad via 

the egoic body.  –TCF:569
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We come now to the 

consideration of the lesser 

builders in the three worlds, 

those who represent the 

negative aspect of force, being 

on the involutionary arc, and 

who are, therefore, the recipients 

of energy and influences. They 

are worked upon by energy, and 

through the activity of the 

greater Builders are forced into 

different directions in space, 

being built into the differing 

forms. The energy that works 

upon them, as is well known, 

emanates from the second 

aspect, and in their totality they 

form the great Mother. 

I would call to the attention of all 

students the fact that these 

lesser builders are literally a "sea 

of fire" upon which the great 

breath, or the AUM, takes effect. 

Each fiery spark, or atom, 

becomes (through the action of 

the Word), vitalised with new life, 

and impregnated with a 

different type of energy. In the 

union of the life of atomic 

substance itself with that which 

causes the atoms to cohere, and 

to form vehicles of some kind or 

another, can be seen 

demonstrating the "Son of God."   
–TCF:887

Deva Kings or Juniten 
Guardians of Esoteric Buddhism. (16th century)
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Electricity, light, heat, etc., have been aptly 
termed the "Ghost or Shadow of Matter in 
Motion," i.e., supersensuous states of matter 
whose effects only we are able to cognize. To 
expand, then, the simile given above. The 
sensation of light is like the sound of the 
rolling wheels—a purely phenomenal effect, 
having no existence outside the observer; the 
proximate exciting cause of the sensation is 
comparable to the driver—a supersensuous 
state of matter in motion, a Nature-Force or 
Elemental. But, behind even this, stand—just 
as the owner of the carriage directs the driver 
from within—the higher and noumenal causes, 
the Intelligences from whose essence radiate 
these States of "Mother," generating the 
countless milliards of Elementals or psychic 
Nature-Spirits, just as every drop of water 
generates its physical infinitesimal Infusoria. 
(See "Gods, Monads, and Atoms," in Part III.)
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It is commonly supposed that all the 
fairies, gnomes, elves, and like nature 
spirits are to be found solely in etheric 
matter, but this is not so. They are to be 
found in bodies of gaseous and liquid 
substance likewise, but the mistake 
has arisen for the reason that the basis 
of all that which can be objectively 
seen is the etheric structure, and these 
little busy lives frequently protect their 
dense physical activities through the 
agency of glamour, and cast a veil over 
their objective manifestation. When 
etheric vision is present then they can 
be seen, for the glamour, as we 
understand it, is only a veil over that 
which is tangible.   –TCF:892

E. Stuart Hardy - illustration from "The Book of Gnomes"
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… to Leibnitz, atoms and elements are 
centres of force, or rather “spiritual beings 
whose very nature is to act,”  for the 
elementary particles are not acting 
mechanically, but from an internal principle. 
They are incorporeal spiritual units 
(“substantial,” but not immaterial in our 
sense) inaccessible to all changes from 
without, and indestructible by any external 
force. Leibnitz’s monads, adds the lecturer, 
“differ from atoms in the following 
particulars, which are very important for us 
to remember, otherwise we shall not be able 
to see the difference between elementals 
and mere matter. . . Atoms are not 
distinguished from each other, they are 
qualitatively alike; but one monad differs 
from every other monad qualitatively; and 
every one is a peculiar world to itself.”
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Thus acts Fohat from one 

twilight to the other during 

seven eternities.

It is Fohat who guides the transfer of the 

principles from one planet to the other, from 

one star to another child-star. When a planet 

dies, its informing principles are transferred 

to a laya or sleeping centre, with potential 

but latent energy in it, which is thus 

awakened into life and begins to form itself 

into a new sidereal body. (Vide infra, "A Few 

Theosophical Misconceptions, etc.")
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When a planetary chain is in its last Round, 

its Globe 1 or A, before finally dying out, 

sends all its energy and “principles” into a 

neutral centre of latent force, a “laya 

centre,” and thereby informs a new 

nucleus of undifferentiated substance or 

matter, i.e., calls it into activity or gives it 

life. –SD1:155
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The Occultists, who do not say—if they would 
express themselves correctly—that matter, but 
only the substance or essence of matter, is 
indestructible and eternal, (i.e., the Root of all, 
Mulaprakriti): assert that all the so-called Forces 
of Nature, Electricity, Magnetism, Light, Heat, 
etc., etc., far from being modes of motion of 
material particles, are in esse, i.e., in their 
ultimate constitution, the differentiated aspects 
of that Universal Motion which is discussed and 
explained in the first pages of this volume (See 
Proem). When Fohat is said to produce "Seven 
Laya Centres," it means that for formative or 
creative purposes, the GREAT LAW (Theists may 
call it God) stops, or rather modifies its 
perpetual motion on seven invisible points 
within the area of the manifested Universe. "The 
great Breath digs through Space seven holes into 
Laya to cause them to circumgyrate during 
Manvantara" (Occult Catechism). 
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Mulaprakriti (Sanskrit) [from mūla root + 

prakṛti nature] Root-nature; undifferentiated 
cosmic substance in its highest form, the 
abstract substance or essence of what later 
through various differentiations become the 
prakritis, the various forms of matter, concrete 
or sublimate. It is precosmic root-substance, 
the root-principle of the world stuff; that 

aspect of Parabrahman or space which 
underlies all the materially objective planes of 
universal nature. It is again unmanifested 
primordial stuff or substance, divine-spiritual, 
undifferentiated, and therefore indestructible, 
eternal, parentless, and abstractly the Mother 
— space itself, and the vehicle, lining, or alter 
ego of Parabrahman.  

Mulaprakriti along with Parabrahman are the 
two aspects of the one universal principle 
which is unconditioned to any human 
conception, and similarly eternal. 
Parabrahman is unconditioned and 
undifferentiated reality, and Mulaprakriti is its 
veil or inseparable vehicle. –OTG
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A laya-center is… any point in space, 

which, owing to karmic law, suddenly 

becomes the center of active life, first on 

a higher plane and later descending into 

manifestation through and by the laya-

centers of the lower planes. In one sense 

a laya-center may be conceived of as a 

channel, through which the vitality of 

the superior spheres pours down into, 

and inspires, inbreathes into, the lower 

planes or states of matter, or rather of 

substance. –Occult Glossary:84-5
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We have said that Laya is what Science may 

call the Zero-point or line; the realm of 

absolute negativeness, or the one real 

absolute Force, the NOUMENON of the Seventh 

State of that which we ignorantly call and 

recognise as "Force"; or again the Noumenon 

of Undifferentiated Cosmic Substance which is 

itself an unreachable and unknowable object 

to finite perception; the root and basis of all 

states of objectivity and subjectivity too; the 

neutral axis, not one of the many aspects, but 

its centre. It may serve to elucidate the 

meaning if we attempt to imagine a neutral 

centre—the dream of those who would 

discover perpetual motion. A "neutral centre" 

is, in one aspect, the limiting point of any 

given set of senses. Thus, imagine two 

consecutive planes of matter as already 

formed; each of these corresponding to an 

appropriate set of perceptive organs.
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There are six Forces in Nature: this in 

Buddhism as in Brahmanism, whether 

exoteric or esoteric, and the seventh—the 

all-Force, or the absolute Force, which is 

the synthesis of all. Nature again in her 

constructive activity strikes the key-note 

to this classification in more than one way. 

As stated in the third aphorism of 

Sankhya-karika of Prakriti—“the root and 

substance of all things,” she (Prakriti, or 

nature) is no production, but herself a 

producer of seven things, “which, 

produced by her, become all in their turn 

producers.” –HPB’s Collected Works, v.VII, p.291
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is, in one aspect, the limiting point of any 

given set of senses. Thus, imagine two 

consecutive planes of matter as already 

formed; each of these corresponding to an 

appropriate set of perceptive organs.
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They are dry—he makes them 

moist. They shine—he fans and 

cools them (b). 

Thus acts Fohat from one 

twilight to the other during 

seven eternities.

We are forced to admit that between these two 
planes of matter an incessant circulation takes 
place; and if we follow the atoms and molecules of 
(say) the lower in their transformation upwards, 
these will come to a point where they pass 
altogether beyond the range of the faculties we 
are using on the lower plane. In fact, to us the 
matter of the lower plane there vanishes from our 
perception into nothing—or rather it passes on to 
the higher plane, and the state of matter 
corresponding to such a point of transition must 
certainly possess special and not readily 
discoverable properties. Such "Seven Neutral 
Centres,"* then, are produced by Fohat, who, 
when, as Milton has it— 

    "Fair foundations (are) laid whereon to build . . ." 

quickens matter into activity and evolution. 

*Such, we believe, is the name applied by Mr. Keely, of 
Philadelphia, the inventor of the famous "Motor"—
destined, as his admirers have hoped, to revolutionise 
the motor power of the world—to what he again calls 
the "Etheric Centres."
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Physical..... 
1. Hearing                                   5th gaseous 
2. Touch, feeling              4th first etheric 
3. Sight                                  3rd super-etheric 
4. Taste                                  2nd  sub-atomic 
5. Smell                                  1st atomic 

Astral..... 
1. Clairaudience              5th 
2. Psychometry                        4th 
3. Clairvoyance                        3rd 
4. Imagination                        2nd 
5. Emotional idealism   1st 

Mental..... 
1. Higher clairaudience   7th FORM 
2. Planetary psychometry   6th FORM 
3. Higher clairvoyance   5th FORM 
4. Discrimination             4th FORM 
5. Spiritual discernment   3rd FORMLESS 
 Response to group vibration   2nd FORMLESS 
 Spiritual telepathy             1st FORMLESS 

Buddhic..... 
1. Comprehension 7th 
2. Healing                     6th 
3. Divine vision           5th 
4. Intuition           4th 
5. Idealism           3rd 

Atmic..... 
1. Beatitude           7th 
2. Active service 6th 
3. Realisation           5th 
4. Perfection           4th 
5. All knowledge 3rd                –TCF:188
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are cold—he makes them hot. 

They are dry—he makes them 

moist. They shine—he fans and 

cools them (b). 

Thus acts Fohat from one 

twilight to the other during 

seven eternities.

The Primordial Atom (anu) cannot be multiplied 
either in its pregenetic state, or its primogeneity; 
therefore it is called "SUM TOTAL," figuratively, of 
course, as that "SUM TOTAL" is boundless. (See 
Addendum to this Book.) That which is the abyss 
of nothingness to the physicist, who knows only 
the world of visible causes and effects, is the 
boundless Space of the Divine Plenum to the 
Occultist. Among many other objections to the 
doctrine of an endless evolution and re-involution 
(or re-absorption) of the Kosmos, a process which, 
according to the Brahminical and Esoteric 
Doctrine, is without a beginning or an end, the 
Occultist is told that it cannot be, since "by all the 
admissions of modern scientific philosophy it is a 
necessity of Nature to run down." If the tendency 
of Nature "to run down" is to be considered so 
forcible an objection to Occult Cosmogony, "How," 
we may ask, "do your Positivists and Free-thinkers 
and Scientists account for the phalanx around us 
of active stellar systems?" 
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If we turn to Chaldea we find in it Anu, the 

concealed deity, the One, whose name, 

moreover, shows it to be of Sanskrit origin. 

Anu, which means in Sanskrit “atom,” 

aníyámsam anîyasâm (smallest of the small), 

is a name of Parabrahm in the Vedantic 

philosophy; Parabrahm being described as 

smaller than the smallest atom, and greater 

than the greatest sphere or universe: 

“Anagraniyam and Mahatorvavat.” –SD1:357

Anu, Mesopotamian sky-god
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Plenum (Latin) Full, fullness, as opposed 

to void or so-called empty space; the 

plenitude of fullness of matter in space 

which in fact forms space. Space in this 

sense is a plenum or pleroma, not a 

vacuum; yet philosophically, because of 

the nature of mahamaya, all manifested 

existence is illusory and hence empty in 

the mystical sense. Therefore those great 

systems of thought which have remained 

most faithful to the ancient wisdom, such 

as Northern Buddhism, speak of space 

and all the vast variety of existence as 

sunyata (the void). –OTG

Cosmos, Wood engraving 
by Flammarion


