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"Blessed art thou, O Son of Light, to 
whom of all men, I, Poimandres, the 
Light of the World, have revealed 
myself. I order you to go forth, to 
become as a guide to those who 
wander in darkness, that all men 
within whom dwells the spirit of My 
Mind (The Universal Mind) may be 
saved by My Mind in you, which shall 
call forth My Mind in them. Establish 
My Mysteries and they shall not fail 
from the earth, for I am the Mind of 
the Mysteries and until Mind fails 
(which is never) my Mysteries cannot 
fail." With these parting words, 
Poimandres, radiant with celestial 
light, vanished, mingling with the 
powers of the heavens. Raising his 
eyes unto the heavens, Hermes 
blessed the Father of All Things and 
consecrated his life to the service of 
the Great Light.
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Mysteries [from Greek 
mysteria] Applies chiefly to 
Greece, but once extended to 
Asiatic cults of religio-
philosophical character, it 
acquired a wider range under the 
Romans, and is used in The 
Secret Doctrine in reference to 
equivalent institutions in any 
part of the world. The most 
celebrated in Greece were those 
of Eleusis pertaining to Demeter 
and Persephone, which gave rise 
to many branches and influenced 
schools of older foundation. 
Others were those of 
Samothrace, the Orphic 
Mysteries, and the Festivals 

devoted to Dionysos. Schools 
like that of Pythagoras spread 
their influence, as did Academies 
such as that of Plato. The history 
of Greece furnishes notable 
examples of great men who had 
been initiated into such 
Mysteries. The Mysteries came 
into Greece from India and 
Egypt, and their origin goes back 
to Atlantean times. They were, in 
historic times, the means 
whereby man’s divine ancestors 
communicated truths concerning 
the mysteries of cosmos and of 
human nature and of the 
communion between divinity 
and man.

Triptolemus receiving wheat sheaves from Demeter  
and blessings from Persephone, 5th-century BC relief



The Mysteries were divided into 
the Greater and Lesser, inner 
and outer, esoteric and partly 
exoteric; and, as the former were 
guarded by well-observed 
secrecy the sources of ordinary 
information are mostly based on 
the latter. The more recondite 
Mysteries could not, from their 
very nature, be publicly 
divulged; they were revelations, 
appreciable only by an 
awakened spiritual perception 
and incommunicable to anyone 
not thus awakened. The Greater 
Mysteries were successive 
initiations for prepared 
candidates. The Lesser consisted 
of symbolic and dramatic 
representations for the public, in 
which, among other things, the 

profound symbology of the 
Greek mythology was 
employed.
The elevating and unifying 
influence of these institutions 
was acknowledged by Greek 
and Roman authorities and is 
apparent from a study of Greek 
history. With the advance of a 
cycle of materialism, the 
Mysteries became degraded, 
especially in Asia Minor in 
Roman times; the symbolism 
was perverted and even made to 
palliate licentious practices. 
What little was left to abolish 
was formally abolished by 
Justinian, who closed the mystic 
and quasi-esoteric Neoplatonic 
School of Athens in 529.

Relief of Demeter and Persephone



As formal institutions, the Mysteries had 
their earliest origin during the fourth root-
race, Atlantis, after its fourth subrace. 
Indeed, the still more primitive roots of the 
Mysteries can be traced to a much earlier 
time, probably during the third subrace of 

the Atlanteans, when the rapid degeneration 
of mankind into the worship of matter had 
brought about the absolute need of 
segregating the nobler and finer spirits of 
the human race into groups or schools 
where they could, under the vows of 

inviolable secrecy, study the deeper 
mysteries of nature and their own oneness 
with the divine. From that time the 
Mysteries became with every subrace more 
and more secret and entrance into them 
became ever more difficult.



After the fifth root-race came 
upon the scene, the Mysteries 
had become well established in 
all countries of the globe, and 
their rites and functions, both 
of the Greater and the Less, 
were conducted as functions of 
the State.
Even from the time of the 
incarnation of the 
manasaputras in the third root-
race, there has been an 
unbroken line, stream, or 
succession of lofty spiritual 
teachers guarding the ancient 
god-wisdom received in 
primordial ages from the 
dhyanis; and the Mysteries, 
even in their heyday of 

splendor and in their most 
secret lines of work, were the 
outer side of clothing of this 
inner stream of inspiration and 
sublime teaching. The light has 
not yet died from off the earth, 
and the spiritual stream still 
exists and does its work in the 
world, although for ages it has 
been acting more secretly and 
esoterically than ever. 
However, the time is coming 
when the Mysteries will again 
be reestablished and will 
receive the common reverence 
and respect from mankind that 
in former ages they universally 
had. –OTG



Thus preached Hermes: "O people 

of the earth, men born and made of 

the elements, but with the spirit of 

the Divine Man within you, rise 

from your sleep of ignorance! Be 

sober and thoughtful. Realize that 

your home is not in the earth but in 

the Light. Why have you delivered 

yourselves over unto death, having 

power to partake of immortality? 

Repent, and change your minds. 

Depart from the dark light and 

forsake corruption forever. Prepare 

yourselves to climb through the 

Seven Rings and to blend your souls 

with the eternal Light."
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Some who heard mocked and scoffed 
and went their way, delivering 
themselves to the Second Death 
from which there is no salvation. But 
others, casting themselves before the 
feet of Hermes, besought him to 
teach them the Way of Life. He lifted 
them gently, receiving no 
approbation for himself, and staff in 
hand, went forth teaching and 
guiding mankind, and showing them 
how they might be saved. In the 
worlds of men, Hermes sowed the 
seeds of wisdom and nourished the 
seeds with the Immortal Waters. And 
at last came the evening of his life, 
and as the brightness of the light of 
earth was beginning to go down, 
Hermes commanded his disciples to 
preserve his doctrines inviolate 
throughout all ages. The Vision of 
Poimandres he committed to writing 
that all men desiring immortality 
might therein find the way.
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In concluding his exposition of the 
Vision, Hermes wrote: "The sleep of 
the body is the sober watchfulness of 
the Mind and the shutting of my eyes 
reveals the true Light. My silence is 
filled with budding life and hope, 
and is full of good. My words are the 
blossoms of fruit of the tree of my 
soul. For this is the faithful account 
of what I received from my true 
Mind, that is Poimandres, the Great 
Dragon, the Lord of the Word, 
through whom I became inspired by 
God with the Truth. Since that day 
my Mind has been ever with me and 
in my own soul it hath given birth to 
the Word: the Word is Reason, and 
Reason hath redeemed me. For which 
cause, with all my soul and all my 
strength, I give praise and blessing 
unto God the Father, the Life and the 
Light, and the Eternal Good.
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When the disciple has striven to 

expand his consciousness, when 

he has learnt to stabilise his 

consciousness in the Spiritual 

Triad, then he becomes part of a 

great and constant hierarchical 

effort which strives upwards 

towards the "Place of Clear 

Electric Light," to which the clear 

cold light of the reason [pure 

perception of truth] is the first 

key to the first door into 

Shamballa. –Rays and Initiations:139
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"Holy is God, the Father of all things, the One 
who is before the First Beginning. 

"Holy is God, whose will is performed and 
accomplished by His own Powers which He 
hath given birth to out of Himself. 

"Holy is God, who has determined that He 
shall be known, and who is known by His 
own to whom He reveals Himself. 

"Holy art Thou, who by Thy Word (Reason) 
hast established all things. 

"Holy art Thou, of whom all Nature is the 
image. 

"Holy art Thou, whom the inferior nature has 
not formed. 

"Holy art Thou, who art stronger than all 
powers. 

"Holy art Thou, who art greater than all 
excellency. 

"Holy art Thou, who art better than all praise.



"Accept these reasonable sacrifices from a 
pure soul and a heart stretched out unto 
Thee. 

"O Thou Unspeakable, Unutterable, to be 
praised with silence! 

"I beseech Thee to look mercifully upon me, 
that I may not err from the knowledge of 
Thee and that I may enlighten those that are 
in ignorance, my brothers and Thy sons. 

"Therefore I believe Thee and bear witness 
unto Thee, and depart in peace and in 
trustfulness into Thy Light and Life. 

"Blessed art Thou, O Father! The man Thou 
hast fashioned would be sanctified with Thee 
as Thou hast given him power to sanctify 
others with Thy Word and Thy Truth."



The Vision of Hermes, like nearly all of the 
Hermetic writings, is an allegorical 
exposition of great philosophic and mystic 
truths, and its hidden meaning may be 
comprehended only by those who have been 
"raised" into the presence of the True Mind.









AN IDEALISTIC DEPICTION  
OF THE ATLANTEAN MYSTERY TEMPLE 

In the Critias, Plato describes in detail the divine 
foundation of the Atlantean Empire, originally 
known as Poseidonis. The golden age preserved 
in myth and legend, when the gods walked with 
men, depicts the zenith of Atlantean civilization. 
The demigods of the ancient world were the 
Atlanteans, to whom every civilized nation owes 
an incalculable debt of gratitude. In the British 
Museum there is a remarkable document– 
known as the Troano manuscript– which was 
written over 3500 years ago by the Mayas of 
Yucatan, containing an authentic account of the 
cataclysm which sank the continent of Atlantis. 
This priceless document contains the following 
statement according to the translation by Le 
Plongeon: “In the year 6 Kan, on the 11th Mulac in 
the month Zac, there occurred terrible 
earthquakes, which continued without 
interruption until the 13th Chuen.
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All that the modern processes of civilisation 
have made possible, and much more than that 
which today comes under the name of scientific 
discovery, were known in old Atlantis, but they 
were not developed by men themselves but 
given to them as a free gift, much as people 

today give to a child beautiful and wonderful 
things which the child uses and enjoys but 
which he does not understand in any way. 
Great and beautiful cities, full of temples and 
great buildings (of which the Chaldean and 
Babylonian remains are the degenerate 

remnants, and the modern skyscraper the 
child) were everywhere to be found. Most of our 
modern scientific knowledge was possessed by 
these priest-kings and constituted in the eyes of 
the masses a form of wonderful magic. 
–Externalization of the Hierarchy:122



AN IDEALISTIC DEPICTION  
OF THE ATLANTEAN MYSTERY TEMPLE 

In the Critias, Plato describes in detail the divine 
foundation of the Atlantean Empire, originally 
known as Poseidonis. The golden age preserved 
in myth and legend, when the gods walked 
with men, depicts the zenith of Atlantean 
civilization. The demigods of the ancient world 
were the Atlanteans, to whom every civilized 
nation owes an incalculable debt of gratitude. 
In the British Museum there is a remarkable 
document– known as the Troano manuscript– 
which was written over 3500 years ago by the 
Mayas of Yucatan, containing an authentic 
account of the cataclysm which sank the 
continent of Atlantis. This priceless document 
contains the following statement according to 
the translation by Le Plongeon: “In the year 6 
Kan, on the 11th Mulac in the month Zac, there 
occurred terrible earthquakes, which continued 
without interruption until the 13th Chuen.



This manuscript was found about the year 
1886 at Madrid, Spain, by the Abbe Brasseur 
de Bourbourg, while on a visit to the library of 
the Royal Historical Academy, and named by 
him “Manuscript Troano,” in honor of its 
possessor, Don Juan de Troy Ortolano… 

Detail from the Troano manuscript



The Troano manuscript

The original is written on a strip of 
Maguey paper about 14 feet long and 
9 inches wide, the surface of which is 
covered with a white paint or varnish, 

on which the characters and figures are 
painted in black, red, blue, and brown. 
It is folded fan-like into thirty-five folds, 
presenting, when these are pressed 

together, the appearance of an 
ordinary octavo volume. –A Study of the 

Manuscript Troano, by Cyrus Thomas, p.1



AN IDEALISTIC DEPICTION  
OF THE ATLANTEAN MYSTERY TEMPLE 

In the Critias, Plato describes in detail the divine 
foundation of the Atlantean Empire, originally 
known as Poseidonis. The golden age preserved 
in myth and legend, when the gods walked 
with men, depicts the zenith of Atlantean 
civilization. The demigods of the ancient world 
were the Atlanteans, to whom every civilized 
nation owes an incalculable debt of gratitude. 
In the British Museum there is a remarkable 
document– known as the Troano manuscript– 
which was written over 3500 years ago by the 
Mayas of Yucatan, containing an authentic 
account of the cataclysm which sank the 
continent of Atlantis. This priceless document 
contains the following statement according to 
the translation by Le Plongeon: “In the year 6 
Kan, on the 11th Mulac in the month Zac, there 
occurred terrible earthquakes, which continued 
without interruption until the 13th Chuen.



Kan, Harvest and wealth



The Mayan glyph for Zac

The Mayan glyph for Chuen



The country of the hills of Mud, the land of Mu, 
was sacrificed; being twice upheaved it suddenly 
disappeared during one night, the basin being 
continually shaken by volcanic forces. Being 
confined, these caused the land to sink and to 
rise several times and in various places. At last 
the surface gave away and ten countries were 
torn asunder and scattered; unable to stand the 
force of the convulsions, they sank with their 
64,000,000 inhabitants.” 
Before the Atlantean continent was 
submerged, the initiates of the Atlantean 
Mysteries, carrying with them the secret 
doctrines entrusted to their keeping, 
immigrated into Egypt and other parts of the 
earth where they would be safe from the 
impending catastrophe. Thus their secret 
teaching– with its priceless value to 
subsequent ages– was preserved. They 
established centers of learning and 
promulgated the code, clothed in the 
language of symbolism, to such as they 
deemed worthy to receive it.
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A map from the book, "The Lost Continent of Mu", 1926. By James Churchward



But if one believes in the final submersion of 

Atlantis 850,000 years ago, as taught in 

“Esoteric Buddhism” (the gradual first sinking 

having begun during the Eocene age), one has 

to accept the statement for the so-called 

Lemuria, the continent of the Third Root Race, 

first nearly destroyed by combustion, and then 

submerged. This is what the Commentary says: 

“The first earth having been purified by the 

forty-nine fires, her people, born of Fire and 

Water, could not die . . . etc.; the Second Earth 

(with its race) disappeared as vapour vanishes 

in the air . . . the Third Earth had everything 

consumed on it after the separation, and went 

down into the lower Deep (the Ocean). This was 

twice eighty-two cyclic years ago.” Now a cyclic 

year is what we call a sidereal year, and is 

founded on the precession of the equinoxes, or 

25,868 years each, and this is equal, therefore, 

in all to 4,242,352 years. –SD1:439, fn
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"Like as a dragon snake uncoils slowly its 

body, so the sons of men, led on by the Sons of 

Wisdom, opened their folds and spreading out 

like a running stream of sweet waters.... Many 

of the faint-hearted among them perished on 

their way. But most were saved.” 

…This nucleus which was saved, formed the 

basis of our present root race, the Aryan. 

The whole theme of the Old Testament is 

built around the development and growth 

of this nucleus. Symbolically speaking, the 

inhabitants of the ark and their descendants 

and the Jewish race stand for the salvaged 

remnant of humanity—salvaged in spite of 

themselves and in face of stupendous 

difficulties by the Great White Lodge.  

–Externalization of the Hierarchy:123-4
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What was this nation? The secret doctrine 

teaches that it was the latest, seventh sub-

race of the Atlanteans, already swallowed up 

in one of the early sub-races of the Aryan 

stock, one that had been gradually spreading 

over the continent and islands of Europe, as 

soon as they had begun to emerge from the 

seas. Descending from the high plateaux of 

Asia, where the two Races had sought refuge 

in the days of the agony of Atlantis, it had 

been slowly settling and colonizing the 

freshly emerged lands. The emigrant sub-race 

had rapidly increased and multiplied on that 

virgin soil; had divided into many families, 

which in their turn divided into nations. Egypt 

and Greece, the Phoenicians, and the 

Northern stocks, had thus proceeded from 

that one sub-race. –SD2:743

The Destruction of Atlantis 
Nicholas Roerich, 1928







SUPREME among the wonders of antiquity, 

unrivaled by the achievements of later 

architects and builders, the Great Pyramid 

of Gizeh bears mute witness to an 

unknown civilization which, having 

completed its predestined span, passed 

into oblivion. Eloquent in its silence, 

inspiring in its majesty, divine in its 

simplicity, the Great Pyramid is indeed a 

sermon in stone. Its magnitude 

overwhelms the puny sensibilities of man. 

Among the shifting sands of time it stands 

as a fitting emblem of eternity itself. Who 

were the illumined mathematicians who 

planned its parts and dimensions, the 

master craftsmen who supervised its 

construction, the skilled artisans who trued 

its blocks of stone?
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Whoever built the Great Pyramid, it is 

now quite clear, knew the precise 

clrcumference of the planet and the 

length of the year to several decimals– 

data which was not rediscovered until 

the 17th century. Its architects may well 

have known the mean length of the 

earth's orbit round the sun, the specific 

density ol the planet, the 26,000-year 

cycle of the equinoxes, the acceleration 

of gravity, and the speed of light. –Secrets 

of the Great Pyramids:iii



SUPREME among the wonders of antiquity, 

unrivaled by the achievements of later 

architects and builders, the Great Pyramid 

of Gizeh bears mute witness to an 

unknown civilization which, having 

completed its predestined span, passed 

into oblivion. Eloquent in its silence, 

inspiring in its majesty, divine in its 

simplicity, the Great Pyramid is indeed a 

sermon in stone. Its magnitude 

overwhelms the puny sensibilities of man. 

Among the shifting sands of time it stands 

as a fitting emblem of eternity itself. Who 

were the illumined mathematicians who 

planned its parts and dimensions, the 

master craftsmen who supervised its 

construction, the skilled artisans who trued 

its blocks of stone?



SUPREME among the wonders of antiquity, 

unrivaled by the achievements of later 

architects and builders, the Great Pyramid 

of Gizeh bears mute witness to an 

unknown civilization which, having 

completed its predestined span, passed 

into oblivion. Eloquent in its silence, 

inspiring in its majesty, divine in its 

simplicity, the Great Pyramid is indeed a 

sermon in stone. Its magnitude 

overwhelms the puny sensibilities of man. 

Among the shifting sands of time it stands 

as a fitting emblem of eternity itself. Who 

were the illumined mathematicians who 

planned its parts and dimensions, the 

master craftsmen who supervised its 

construction, the skilled artisans who trued 

its blocks of stone?



SUPREME among the wonders of antiquity, 

unrivaled by the achievements of later 

architects and builders, the Great Pyramid 

of Gizeh bears mute witness to an 

unknown civilization which, having 

completed its predestined span, passed 

into oblivion. Eloquent in its silence, 

inspiring in its majesty, divine in its 

simplicity, the Great Pyramid is indeed a 

sermon in stone. Its magnitude 

overwhelms the puny sensibilities of man. 

Among the shifting sands of time it stands 

as a fitting emblem of eternity itself. Who 

were the illumined mathematicians who 

planned its parts and dimensions, the 

master craftsmen who supervised its 

construction, the skilled artisans who trued 

its blocks of stone?



The earliest and best-known account of the 
building of the Great Pyramid is that given 
by that highly revered but somewhat 
imaginative historian, Herodotus. "The 
pyramid was built in steps, battlement-wise, 
as it is called, or, according to others, altar-
wise. After laying the stones for the base, 
they raised the remaining stones to their 
places by means of machines formed of 
short wooden planks. The first machine 
raised them from the ground to the top of 
the first step. On this there was another 
machine, which received the stone upon its 
arrival, and conveyed it to the second step, 
whence a third machine advanced it still 
higher. Either they had as many machines as 
there were steps in the pyramid, or possibly 
they had but a single machine, which, being 
easily moved, was transferred from tier to 
tier as the stone rose. Both accounts are 
given, and therefore I mention both. 



The upper portion of the pyramid was 
finished first, then the middle, and finally the 
part which was lowest and nearest the 
ground. There is an inscription in Egyptian 
characters on the pyramid which records the 
quantity of radishes, onions, and garlick 
consumed by the labourers who constructed 
it; and I perfectly well remember that the 
interpreter who read the writing to me said 
that the money expended in this way was 
1600 talents of silver. If this then is a true 
record, what a vast sum must have been 
spent on the iron tools used in the work, and 
on the feeding and clothing of the labourers, 
considering the length of time the work 
lasted, which has already been stated [ten 
years], and the additional time--no small 
space, I imagine--which must have been 
occupied by the quarrying of the stones, 
their conveyance, and the formation of the 
underground apartments.



The only report on the daily cost of 
building the Pyramid is given by 
Herodotus, who says that an interpreter 
told him the daily sum spent on radishes, 
onions and garlic for the workmen was 
lnscribed In Egyptian characters on the 
base of tne Pyramid. But the response 
sounds apocryphal, as does the one 
passed on by Herodotus to the effect that 
Cheops became so broke during the 
operation that he prostituted his 
daughter by placing her In a chamber and 
charging each visitor the equlvalent of a 
finished limestone block for her favors.  
–Secrets of the Great Pyramids

Herodotus



While his account is extremely colorful, it is 
apparent that the Father of History, for 
reasons which he doubtless considered 
sufficient, concocted a fraudulent story to 
conceal the true origin and purpose of the 
Great Pyramid. This is but one of several 
instances in his writings which would lead 
the thoughtful reader to suspect that 
Herodotus himself was an initiate of the 
Sacred Schools and consequently obligated 
to preserve inviolate the secrets of the 
ancient orders. The theory advanced by 
Herodotus and now generally accepted that 
the Pyramid was the tomb of the Pharaoh 
Cheops cannot be substantiated. In fact, 
Manetho, Eratosthenes, and Diodorus 
Siculus all differ from Herodotus--as well as 
from each other--regarding the name of the 
builder of this supreme edifice. The 
sepulchral vault, which, according to the 
Lepsius’ Law of pyramid construction, should 
have been finished at the same time as the 
monument or sooner, was never completed.
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The sufferings and death of Osiris were 
the great mystery of the Egyptian 
religion. His being the abstract idea of 
the divine goodness, his manifestation 
on earth, his death, his resurrection, and 
his subsequent office as judge of the 
dead in a future state, look, says 
Wilkinson, like the early revelation of a 
future manifestation of the deity 
converted into a mythological fable.  

Into these mysteries Herodotus, 
Plutarch, and Pythagoras were initiated, 
and the former two have given brief 
accounts of them. –An Encyclopedia of 

Freemasonry, Mackey:243

Image of Osiris from a frieze on a wall of tomb QV66.
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Pursuing Jornard's theory that the 
King's Chamber and its 
sarcophagus might have been 
designed not as a tomb, but to 
monumentalize a system of 
weights and measures, Taylor was 
amazed to find that the cubic 
capacity of the granite coffer was 
almost precisely four times what 
the British farmer still used as a 

standard measure for grain: the 
quarter, or eight bushels.  
From his studies Taylor concluded 
that the proportions of the Pyramid 
had definitely been intended to 
incorporate geometric and 
astronomical laws simply and easily 
expressed, and that Its purpose has 
been to preserve and pass on this 
knowledge to future generations.  

–Secrets of the Great Pyramids:75
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The basis of the modern 
chronology of ancient Egypt 
rests on several literary sources. 
The most important of is the 
writings of Manetho (Ma-Net-
Ho). He was an Egyptian priest 
(305-285 BC) who lived during 
the reigns of Ptolemy I and 
Ptolemy II and was employed at 
the Temple of Sebennytos in the 
Delta. He had knowledge of 
Egyptian hieroglyphs and Greek 

and, as a priest, access to original 
source material including 
ancient records and king lists. He 
would also have been able to 
draw on his own personal 
experience of religious beliefs 
and practices, and the rituals and 
festivals. He is credited with 
eight works; his most important, 
the Aegyptiaca (History of Egypt), 
was written in the reign of 
Ptolemy II.  

In this book, he compiled a 
chronicle of the Egyptian kings 
from 3100 BC down to 343 BC. 
Written in Greek and based on 
the original lists which the 
priests held in temples. This 
book remained the authentic 
source for Egypt's history for 
several centuries until it was lost, 
probably during the fire of the 
library of Alexandria (c.390 AD).  
–ancient-egypt.co.uk

Manetho Aegyptiaca, by  Manetho

Royal cartouches derived from Manetho’s Aegyptiaca



Eratosthenes



Diodorus Siculus, Roman sculpture, 
third quarter of the first century BCE
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The Subterranean Chamber                                      
This leads to a descending passageway which is 
about 345 ft in length and slopes downward at 
an angle of 26°31’23” first through the 
superstructure of the pyramid and then down 
through the bedrock. The end of this passage 

levels off for 29 feet, has an unfinished niche, 
and then leads to a subterranean chamber. This 
curious chamber is only roughly hewn out of the 
bedrock and looks almost as though it is a 
quarry. In the south wall, opposite the entrance, 
is a blind passageway that runs for a distance of  

16.15m (53 ft). It is possible that this passageway 
was originally intended to lead to a second 
subterranean chamber,  the idea of which for 
some reason was abandoned. Along the east 
wall, halfway between the north and south walls, 
is a square cut shaft that has a depth of 15 ft.

The Subterranean Chamber 
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Karl Richard Lepsius Map of Saqqara pyramids, drawn by Lepsius

Lepsius notebook



There is no proof that the building was 
erected by the Egyptians, for the elaborate 
carvings with which the burial chambers of 
Egyptian royalty are almost invariably 
ornamented are entirely lacking and it 
embodies none of the elements of their 
architecture or decoration, such as 
inscriptions, images, cartouches, paintings, 
and other distinctive features associated 
with dynastic mortuary art. The only 
hieroglyphics to be found within the 
Pyramid are a few builders' marks sealed up 
in the chambers of construction, first opened 
by Howard Vyse. These apparently were 
painted upon the stones before they were 
set in position, for in a number of instances 
the marks were either inverted or disfigured 
by the operation of fitting the blocks 
together. While Egyptologists have 
attempted to identify the crude dabs of 
paint as cartouches of Cheops, it is almost 
inconceivable that this ambitious ruler 
would have permitted his royal name to 
suffer such indignities.
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Clay seal bearing the name of Khufu from the Great Pyramid on display at the Louvre museum

Khufu's cartouche found inscribed on a backing stone of the pyramid



Richard William Howard Vyse, British Egyptologist
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As the most eminent authorities on the 
subject are still uncertain as to the true 
meaning of these crude markings, whatever 
proof they might be that the building was 
erected during the fourth dynasty is 
certainly offset by the sea shells at the base 
of the Pyramid which Mr. Gab advances as 
evidence that it was erected before the 
Deluge--a theory substantiated by the 
much-abused Arabian traditions. One 
Arabian historian declared that the Pyramid 
was built by the Egyptian sages as a refuge 
against the Flood, while another proclaimed 
it to have been the treasure house of the 
powerful antediluvian king Sheddad Ben Ad. 
A panel of hieroglyphs over the entrance, 
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