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On the Good Friday of that year 

[1885], I had had an interview 

with a Telugu Brahmin astrologer, 

the possessor of a palm-leaf copy 

of that wonderful old book of 

prophecies, the Bhima Grantham, 

who had greatly astonished me 

by his readings in that volume. In 

the Theosophist for May, 1885 

(Vol. vi, number 8), will be found 

my account of it, under the title 

"Indian Sibylline Books". As 

prophecies acquire no value until 

their fulfillment, but after that 

become most important as proofs 

of the predictive faculty in man, 

my habit is to put on record all I 

hear of this sort, so that they may 

be cited at the proper time. That 

is why I published the revelations 

of the Telugu Brahmin at the time, 

and as thirteen years have now 

passed since then, it will be 

interesting to turn back to that 

number of the Theosophist and 

see what he foretold and how he 

did it.  

Several friends of ours told us that 

they had heard read out of one of 

these ancient olas accurate 

details of their own lives, and 

prophecies about their affairs 

which had been literally fulfilled. 

They had also been allowed to 

verify the astrologer's readings by 

consulting the book themselves. 

A Telugu Brahmin performing a ritual



These friends told me, moreover, that in the 
course of their consultations it had transpired 
that their connection with our Society had 
been mentioned, and that the book contained 
much about the Society itself. On this account 
they had arranged the interview between the 
astrologer and myself, but only with much 
difficulty and after overcoming his objections 
to have a sitting with a European. Even then 
he would not do it until he had consulted the 

book itself, and learned from it the day, hour, 
and minute for the interview, the number of 
witnesses permissible, and the positions 
(relative to the cardinal points) to be assumed 
by the Brahmin and myself. At the appointed 
time we took our seats on the floor, on mats, in 
the Indian fashion.  
The book, on being unwrapped, proved to be 
an ordinary palm-leaf volume, the characters 
etched on the leaves with a stylus. I judged it 

to be very old. The edges were much 
discolored and worn, and the characters black 
with age. The book was laid before me, the 
edges of the leaves upward, and I was told to 
take in my two hands the unwound binding-
cord which passes through holes punched in 
every leaf, insert it between any two leaves I 
chose, and open it at that place. I did so, and 
the astrologer then read the contents of that 
and following pages. 



Notes were taken by one of the 
witnesses. The book said: "The 
inquirer is not a Hindu, but of 
foreign birth. He was born with the 
Moon in the constellation Pleiades, 
having the sign Leo in the 
ascendant." Here follow some 
particulars of the personal 
sacrifices which I was said to have 
made for the public welfare. It then 
continued: "With a colleague, he 
organised a society for the 
propagation of Esoteric Philosophy 
(Brahmagnyanum). This colleague 
is a woman, of great power (sakti), 
high family, and, like himself, a 
foreigner. Though born so well, she 
too gave up everything, and for 
thirty years has been working in 

this same direction. Yet her karma 
is such as to compel her to endure 
great trouble and anxiety; and she 
is hated by her own kind (the 
white race), for whom she has 
worked so hard." It then spoke of 
two white persons who had been 
most friendly, but had turned 
about, published bad stories about 
her, and tried to make the public 
doubt the genuineness of our 
movement. "Many phenomena 
have been shown in connection 
with the Society," it went on to say, 
"and letters received by the 
Founders from their Teachers have 
been injudiciously made public: 
this has been the cause of all the 
present trouble." 

Fragment of the 8th letter from the Master K.H.



The prophecy then followed that our Society 
would survive me by many years, and, to my 
surprise– for the two friends present were not 
aware of it any more than the astrologer– the 
book told about a private meeting of myself 
and others held the day before, with the subject 
of our discussion, and prophesied the issue 
correctly.  
“The Society," said the book, "is now passing 
through a dark cycle, which began seven 
months and fourteen days ago, and will last 

nine months and sixteen days more; making for 
the whole period seventeen months exactly." 
Counting backward from the date of the 
interview, we come to the time, in 1884, of the 
attack of the Missionaries upon H.P.B., which 
goes to the book's credit; and, tracing forward 
in the light of events, the prophecy as to the 
passing away of the Society's dark cycle and the 
beginning of a brighter one we find 
corroborated, for my Indian tour of 1885, which 
proved a very great success, added seventeen 

new Branches to our roll, which certainly was 
not to be anticipated by either the astrologer or 
my two Hindu friends who brought him to me. 
That "dark cycle" of 1885 was a more serious 
crisis' than any we have traversed since, even 
that of the Judge secession, for the Society was 
not then as impregnable in its organisation, the 
numerical strength of its membership, or its 
geographical distribution, as it was when the 
great blow was struck at its life by its quondam 
Vice President across the Atlantic. – ODL3:247-51

Theosophical Society, Adyar India, 1890





Cyclic evolution is entirely the result of 

the activity of matter, and of the Will or 

Spirit. It is produced by the interaction of 

active matter and moulding Spirit. Every 

form holds hid a Life. Every life constantly 

reaches out after the similar life latent in 

other forms. When Spirit and matter 

sound the same note evolution will 

cease. When the note sounded by the 

form is stronger than that of Spirit, we 

have attraction between forms. When the 

note sounded by Spirit is stronger than 

that of matter and form, we have Spirit 

repelling form. Here we have the basis for 

the battlefield of life, and its myriads of 

intermediate stages… –TCF:275
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Matter is, in the widest sense, the 

negative pole of the one universal 

life regarded as a duality. The 

manifested One, considered as a 

unit, is called the manifested Logos; 

and as a duad it becomes spirit-

matter or life. Matter is thus co-

eternal with spirit, forming the 

vehicular or passive aspect of every 

plane. It is equivalent to prakriti (or 

sakti, maya, or pradhana), and just 

as there are seven, ten, or twelve 

prakritis, so there are seven, ten, or 

twelve matters: the root-essence of 

all the series is what the Hindus 

called mulaprakriti (root-nature). 

Equivalently, matter may also be 

defined as the illusory aggregate of 

veils surrounding the fundamental 

essence of the universe.                                                   

Matter in the scientific sense is a 

percept resulting from the 

interaction of our physical senses 

with the physical plane of prakriti. 

Formerly regarded as having an 

existence independently of the 

observer, its illusory nature is now 

better recognized. In attempting to 

conceive of matter in a general 

sense, the mind must be relieved of 

familiar notions of physically 

extended space, of resistance, mass, 

bulk, etc. — properties peculiar to 

the physical plane of consciousness, 

but which we are apt to transfer 

unwittingly to our notions of other 

kinds of matter. We may speak of 

mind-stuff as the scene of mental 

activity and the vehicle of thought-

force; but we can hardly view this as 

a kind of rare gas. Grossness, 

inertness, and immobility are 

attributes of the physical plane, 

rather than of matter itself. Yet the 

word matter has come to be 

significant of grossness, animalism, 

and materialism, although it is but 

the shadow or veil of cosmic spirit, 

spirit concreted or manifesting 

under the multifarious forms of the 

planes of the universe. –OTG 



Fohat on the different planes is 

known as æther, air, fire, water, 

electricity, ether, prana and 

similar terms. –TCF43-4

whose co-operative and active 

progeny are, among other energies, 

Electricity, Magnetism, Sound, Light, 

Heat, Cohesion, etc. –SD1:145



VERSE 4 

He builds them in the likeness 

of older wheels (worlds), 

placing them on the 

Imperishable Centres (a). 

How does Fohat build them? He 

collects the fiery dust. He 

makes balls of fire, runs 

through them and round them, 

infusing life thereinto; then 

sets them into motion, some 

one, some the other way. They 

are cold—he makes them hot. 

They are dry—he makes them 

moist. They shine—he fans and 

cools them (b). 

Thus acts Fohat from one 

twilight to the other during 

seven eternities.
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"This may give rise to the idea that there is a 
decided contradiction between the 
expounders of the same doctrine; whereas the 
difference, in reality, arises from the 
incompleteness of the information given to 
earlier writers, who thus drew some erroneous 
conclusions and indulged in premature 
speculations, in their endeavour to present a 
complete system to the public. Thus the reader, 
who is already a student of Theosophy, must 
not be surprised to find in these pages the 
rectification of certain statements made in 
various Theosophical works, and also the 
explanation of certain points which have 
remained obscure, because they were 
necessarily left incomplete. Many are the 
questions upon which even the author of 
"Esoteric Buddhism" (the best and most 
accurate of all such works) has not touched. On 
the other hand, even he has introduced several 
mistaken notions which must now be 
presented in their true mystic light, as far as the 
present writer is capable of doing so.







VERSE 4 

He builds them in the likeness 

of older wheels (worlds), 

placing them on the 

Imperishable Centres (a). 

How does Fohat build them? He 

collects the fiery dust. He 

makes balls of fire, runs 

through them and round them, 

infusing life thereinto; then 

sets them into motion, some 

one, some the other way. They 

are cold—he makes them hot. 

They are dry—he makes them 

moist. They shine—he fans and 

cools them (b). 

Thus acts Fohat from one 

twilight to the other during 

seven eternities.

"This may give rise to the idea that there is a 
decided contradiction between the 
expounders of the same doctrine; whereas the 
difference, in reality, arises from the 
incompleteness of the information given to 
earlier writers, who thus drew some erroneous 
conclusions and indulged in premature 
speculations, in their endeavour to present a 
complete system to the public. Thus the reader, 
who is already a student of Theosophy, must 
not be surprised to find in these pages the 
rectification of certain statements made in 
various Theosophical works, and also the 
explanation of certain points which have 
remained obscure, because they were 
necessarily left incomplete. Many are the 
questions upon which even the author of 
"Esoteric Buddhism" (the best and most 
accurate of all such works) has not touched. On 
the other hand, even he has introduced several 
mistaken notions which must now be 
presented in their true mystic light, as far as the 
present writer is capable of doing so.



VERSE 4 

He builds them in the likeness 

of older wheels (worlds), 

placing them on the 

Imperishable Centres (a). 

How does Fohat build them? He 

collects the fiery dust. He 

makes balls of fire, runs 

through them and round them, 

infusing life thereinto; then 

sets them into motion, some 

one, some the other way. They 

are cold—he makes them hot. 

They are dry—he makes them 

moist. They shine—he fans and 

cools them (b). 

Thus acts Fohat from one 

twilight to the other during 

seven eternities.

 Let us then make a short break between the 

Slokas just explained and those which follow, 

for the Cosmic periods which separate them are 

of immense duration. This will afford us ample 

time to take a bird's eye view of some points 

pertaining to the Secret Doctrine, which have 

been presented to the public under a more or 

less uncertain and sometimes mistaken light.
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A FEW EARLY THEOSOPHICAL 

MISCONCEPTIONS 

CONCERNING PLANETS, ROUNDS, AND MAN. 

    Among the eleven Stanzas omitted 

there is one which gives a full 

description of the formation of the 

planetary chains one after another, 

after the first Cosmic and Atomic 

differentiation had commenced in the 

primitive Acosmism. It is idle to speak 

of "laws arising when Deity prepares 

to create" for (a) laws or rather LAW is 

eternal and uncreated; and (b) that 

Deity is Law, and vice versa.

Moreover, the one eternal LAW unfolds 

everything in the (to be) manifested 

Nature on a sevenfold principle; 

among the rest, the countless circular 

chains of worlds, composed of seven 

globes, graduated on the four lower 

planes of the world of formation (the 

three others belonging to the 

Archetypal Universe). Out of these 

seven only one, the lowest and the most 

material of those globes, is within our 

plane or means of perception, the six 

others lying outside of it and being 

therefore invisible to the terrestrial eye.
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A FEW EARLY THEOSOPHICAL 

MISCONCEPTIONS 

CONCERNING PLANETS, ROUNDS, AND MAN. 

    Among the eleven Stanzas omitted 

there is one which gives a full 

description of the formation of the 

planetary chains one after another, 

after the first Cosmic and Atomic 

differentiation had commenced in the 

primitive Acosmism. It is idle to speak 

of "laws arising when Deity prepares 

to create" for (a) laws or rather LAW is 

eternal and uncreated; and (b) that 

Deity is Law, and vice versa.

Moreover, the one eternal LAW unfolds 

everything in the (to be) manifested 

Nature on a sevenfold principle; 

among the rest, the countless circular 

chains of worlds, composed of seven 

globes, graduated on the four lower 

planes of the world of formation (the 

three others belonging to the 

Archetypal Universe). Out of these 

seven only one, the lowest and the most 

material of those globes, is within our 

plane or means of perception, the six 

others lying outside of it and being 

therefore invisible to the terrestrial eye.
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Every such chain of worlds is the 
progeny and creation of another, 
lower, and dead chain—its 
reincarnation, so to say. To make it 
clearer: we are told of the planets—
of which seven only were held as 
sacred, as being ruled by the highest 
regents or gods, and not at all 
because the ancients knew nothing 
of the others†—that each of these, 
whether known or unknown, is a 
septenary, as is the chain to which 
the Earth belongs (see “Esoteric 
Buddhism").

For instance, all such planets as 
Mercury, Venus, Mars, Jupiter, 
Saturn, etc., etc., or our Earth, are as 
visible to us as our globe, probably, 
is to the inhabitants of the other 
planets, if any, because they are all 
on the same plane; while the 
superior fellow-globes of these 
planets are on other planes quite 
outside that of our terrestrial 
senses. 

† Many more planets are enumerated in 
the Secret Books than in modern 
astronomical works.
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A Few Early Theosophical Misconceptions 
Concerning Planets, Rounds, and Man (cont)

As their relative position is given 

further on, and also in the diagram 

appended to the Comments on 

Verse 7 of Stanza VI., a few words of 

explanation is all that is needed at 

present. These invisible companions 

correspond curiously to that which 

we call "the principles in Man." The 

seven are on three material planes 

and one spiritual plane, answering

to the three Upadhis (material 

bases) and one spiritual vehicle 

(Vahan) of our seven principles in 

the human division. If, for the sake 

of a clearer mental conception, 

we imagine the human principles 

to be arranged as in the following 

scheme, we shall obtain the 

annexed diagram of 

correspondences:
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A Few Early Theosophical Misconceptions 
Concerning Planets, Rounds, and Man (cont)

*As we are proceeding here from 

Universals to Particulars, instead of 

using the inductive or Aristotelean 

method, the numbers are reversed. 

Spirit is enumerated the first instead 

of seventh, as is usually done, but, in 

truth, ought not to be done.



†Or as usually named after the manner of Esoteric Buddhism and others: 1, Atma; 2, Buddhi 
(or Spiritual Soul); 3, Manas (Human Soul); 4, Kama Rupa (Vehicle of Desires and Passions); 
5, Linga Sarira; 6, Prana; 7, Sthula Sarira.

Atma

Manas

Kama Rupa

Linga Sarira

Prana

Sthuala Sarira

Buddhi



†Or as usually named after the manner of Esoteric Buddhism and others: 1, Atma; 2, Buddhi 
(or Spiritual Soul); 3, Manas (Human Soul); 4, Kama Rupa (Vehicle of Desires and Passions); 
5, Linga Sarira; 6, Prana; 7, Sthula Sarira.

Atma

Manas

Kama Rupa

Linga Sarira

Prana

Sthuala Sarira

Buddhi



†Or as usually named after the manner of Esoteric Buddhism and others: 1, Atma; 2, Buddhi 
(or Spiritual Soul); 3, Manas (Human Soul); 4, Kama Rupa (Vehicle of Desires and Passions); 
5, Linga Sarira; 6, Prana; 7, Sthula Sarira.

Atma

Manas

Kama Rupa

Linga Sarira

Prana

Sthuala Sarira

Buddhi



†Or as usually named after the manner of Esoteric Buddhism and others: 1, Atma; 2, Buddhi 
(or Spiritual Soul); 3, Manas (Human Soul); 4, Kama Rupa (Vehicle of Desires and Passions); 
5, Linga Sarira; 6, Prana; 7, Sthula Sarira.

Atma

Manas

Kama Rupa

Linga Sarira

Prana

Sthuala Sarira

Buddhi



†Or as usually named after the manner of Esoteric Buddhism and others: 1, Atma; 2, Buddhi 
(or Spiritual Soul); 3, Manas (Human Soul); 4, Kama Rupa (Vehicle of Desires and Passions); 
5, Linga Sarira; 6, Prana; 7, Sthula Sarira.

Atma

Manas

Kama Rupa

Linga Sarira

Prana

Sthuala Sarira

Buddhi



†Or as usually named after the manner of Esoteric Buddhism and others: 1, Atma; 2, Buddhi 
(or Spiritual Soul); 3, Manas (Human Soul); 4, Kama Rupa (Vehicle of Desires and Passions); 
5, Linga Sarira; 6, Prana; 7, Sthula Sarira.

Atma

Manas

Kama Rupa

Linga Sarira

Prana

Sthuala Sarira

Buddhi



†Or as usually named after the manner of Esoteric Buddhism and others: 1, Atma; 2, Buddhi 
(or Spiritual Soul); 3, Manas (Human Soul); 4, Kama Rupa (Vehicle of Desires and Passions); 
5, Linga Sarira; 6, Prana; 7, Sthula Sarira.

Atma

Manas

Kama Rupa

Linga Sarira

Prana

Sthuala Sarira

Buddhi



†Or as usually named after the manner of Esoteric Buddhism and others: 1, Atma; 2, Buddhi 
(or Spiritual Soul); 3, Manas (Human Soul); 4, Kama Rupa (Vehicle of Desires and Passions); 
5, Linga Sarira; 6, Prana; 7, Sthula Sarira.

Atma

Manas

Kama Rupa

Linga Sarira

Prana

Sthuala Sarira

Buddhi



†Or as usually named after the manner of Esoteric Buddhism and others: 1, Atma; 2, Buddhi 
(or Spiritual Soul); 3, Manas (Human Soul); 4, Kama Rupa (Vehicle of Desires and Passions); 
5, Linga Sarira; 6, Prana; 7, Sthula Sarira.

Atma

Manas

Kama Rupa

Linga Sarira

Prana

Sthuala Sarira

Buddhi



†Or as usually named after the manner of Esoteric Buddhism and others: 1, Atma; 2, Buddhi 
(or Spiritual Soul); 3, Manas (Human Soul); 4, Kama Rupa (Vehicle of Desires and Passions); 
5, Linga Sarira; 6, Prana; 7, Sthula Sarira.

Atma

Manas

Kama Rupa

Linga Sarira

Prana

Sthuala Sarira

Buddhi



†Or as usually named after the manner of Esoteric Buddhism and others: 1, Atma; 2, Buddhi 
(or Spiritual Soul); 3, Manas (Human Soul); 4, Kama Rupa (Vehicle of Desires and Passions); 
5, Linga Sarira; 6, Prana; 7, Sthula Sarira.

Atma

Manas

Kama Rupa

Linga Sarira

Prana

Sthuala Sarira

Buddhi



†Or as usually named after the manner of Esoteric Buddhism and others: 1, Atma; 2, Buddhi 
(or Spiritual Soul); 3, Manas (Human Soul); 4, Kama Rupa (Vehicle of Desires and Passions); 
5, Linga Sarira; 6, Prana; 7, Sthula Sarira.

Atma

Manas

Kama Rupa

Linga Sarira

Prana

Sthuala Sarira

Buddhi



The dark horizontal lines of the lower 

planes are the Upadhis in one case, 

and the planes in the case of the 

planetary chain. Of course, as regards 

the human principles, the diagram 

does not place them quite in order, yet 

it shows the correspondence and 

analogy to which attention is now 

drawn. As the reader will see, it is a 

case of descent into matter, the 

adjustment—in both the mystic and 

the physical senses—of the two, and 

their inter-blending for the great 

coming "struggle of life" that awaits 

both the entities.

"Entity" may be thought a strange term 

to use in the case of a globe; but the 

ancient philosophers, who saw in the 

earth a huge "animal," were wiser in 

their generation than our modern 

geologists are in theirs; and Pliny, who 

called the Earth our kind nurse and 

mother, the only element which is not 

inimical to man, spoke more truly than 

Watts, who fancied that he saw in her 

the footstool of God. For Earth is only 

the footstool of man in his ascension to 

higher regions; the vestibule— 

 “. . . to glorious mansions, through 

which a moving crowd for ever press."

A Few Early Theosophical Misconceptions 
Concerning Planets, Rounds, and Man (cont)
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Anima Mundi: (Latin) World-soul, world-
mother; the divine-spiritual-astral-physical 
source of emanations, the cosmic generative 
and animating principle of all beings, the 
creative Third Logos in its female aspect. In 
its highest and intermediate portions, it 
corresponds to the alaya of Northern 
Buddhism and hence to akasha. It is in a 
sense the “seven-skinned mother” of the 
stanzas in the Secret Doctrine, the essence of 

seven planes of sentience, consciousness 
and differentiation. In its highest aspect it is 
Nirvana, in its lowest Astral Light. When it is 
said that every human soul was born by 
detaching itself form the Anima Mundi, it 
means, esoterically, that our higher Egos are 
of an essence identical with It, which is a 
radiation of the ever unknown Universal 
Absolute. Theosophically, anima mundi may 
be regarded as a synonym of different other 

words, rather than as indicative of any 
definite entity or principle apart from others. 
The higher human egos or manasaputras are 
essentially identical with the higher portions 
of anima mundi; and similarly the various 
life-atoms in the lower spheres may be 
considered as in essence identical with the 
lower portions of the anima mundi. It is in 
short the life-consciousness-essence of the 
universe from the divine to the physical. –OTG



All the involutionary lives, as earlier 
pointed out, form the vehicles for the 
spirit of the planet, or the planetary 
entity, who is the sumtotal of the 
elemental essences in process of 
involution. He holds a position (in 
relation to a Heavenly Man) analogous 
to that held by the different elementals 
that go to the make-up of man's three 
bodies, physical, astral and mental, and 
he is—like all manifesting beings—
threefold in his nature, but 
involutionary. Therefore, man and 
devas (differentiating the devas from 
the lesser Builders) form the SOUL of a 
Heavenly Man. Other lives form his 
BODY… –TCF:302 

The planetary Entity is the sumtotal of 
all the elemental lives of the lesser 
Builders functioning as, or forming, the 
substance of any particular globe in 
physical objectivity. –TCF:845
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Hence there must necessarily be a 
soul and intellect in the earth… So 
that earth is a divine animal, full of 
intellectual and animistic essences, 
and of immaterial powers. For if a 
partial soul, such as ours, in 
conjunction with its proper ethereal 
vehicle, is able to exercise an 
exuberant energy in a material body, 
what ought we to think of a soul so 
divine as that of the earth? Ought we 
not to assert, that by a much greater 
priority she uses these apparent 
bodies through other middle 
vehicles, and through these enables 
them to receive her divine 
illuminations? Earth then subsisting 
in this manner, she is said, in the first 

place, to be our nurse, as possessing, 
in a certain respect, a power 
equivalent to heaven; and because, 
as heaven comprehends divine 
animals, so earth appears to contain 
such as are earthly. And , in the 
second place, as inspiring our life 
from her own proper life. For she not 
only yields us fruits, and nourishes 
our bodies through these, but she 
fills our souls with illuminations from 
her own divine soul, and through her 
intellect awakens ours from its 
oblivious sleep. And thus, through 
the whole of herself, she becomes 
the nurse of our whole composition. 
–Plato. Timaeus and Critias, translated by. 

T. Taylor: 76-7

Portrait of Thomas Taylor by Sir Thomas Lawrence, circa 1812
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Naturalis Historia, 1669 edition, title page. 
The title at the top reads: "Volume I of the Natural History of Gaius Plinius Secundus".

Pliny the Elder
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