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Interior map of the Great Pyramid



The Forced Passage





Climbing up the “well-shaft”



Ingres, Oedipus and the Sphinx (completed in 1827)









The Dream Stele is also known as the Sphinx Stele 
because it tells the story of the young Prince 
Tuthmosis who falls asleep near the Great Sphinx 
of Giza and dreams that the Sphinx promises him 
the throne of Egypt in return for Tuthmosis 
clearing the sand away from around it. Tuthmosis 
did as he was instructed and went on to become 
the pharaoh Tuthmosis IV. In gratitude he 
promoted Re–Horemakhet above Amun–Re, 
dedicated a temple to Horemakhet and placed 
the stele between the paws of the Sphinx to 
record the tale.                                  It has been 

noted by some experts that the stele may not, in 
fact, date to the reign of Tuthmosis. It is possible 

that it is a replacement for an earlier stele, or that 
it was placed there some time after to enhance 
the reputation of either the pharaoh or the 
Sphinx itself. The Stele is actually the lintel of a 
doorway from the mortuary temple of Khafre’s 
Pyramid.  

Left hand side:                                  “The King of Upper 
and Lower Egypt, the Lord of the Two Lands, 
Menkheperure Thutmosis, the appearance of 
appearances, bestowed with life. Greeting (the god) 
with a Nemset vase (spoken by the Sphinx) “I give 
strength to the Lord of the Two Lands, Thutmosis, 
the appearance of appearances”.    v     

 Middle: 

(spoken by the Sphinx) “I make (it so) that 
Menkheperure appears on the throne of Geb, and 
Thutmosis, the appearance of appearances, in the 
position of Atum“. 

Right hand side: 

“The King of Upper and Lower Egypt, the lord of the 
Two Lands, Menkheperure Thutmosis, the 
appearance of appearances, bestowed with life. 
Making an offering of incense and a libation. 
Horemakhet (says) “I give strength to the Lord of the 
Two Lands, Thutmosis, the appearance of 
appearances”. –ancientegyptonline.com







The Sphinx was undoubtedly 
erected for symbolical purposes at 
the instigation of the priestcraft. 
The theories that the uræus upon 
its forehead was originally the 
finger of an immense sundial and 
that both the Pyramid and the 
Sphinx were used to measure 
time, the seasons, and the 
precession of the equinoxes are 
ingenious but not wholly 
convincing. If this great creature 
was erected to obliterate the 
ancient passageway leading into 
the subterranean temple of the 
Pyramid, its symbolism would be 
most appropriate. In comparison 
with the overwhelming size and 

dignity of the Great Pyramid, the 
Sphinx is almost insignificant. Its 
battered face, upon which may 
still be seen vestiges of the red 
paint with which the figure was 
originally covered, is disfigured 
beyond recognition. Its nose was 
broken off by a fanatical 
Mohammedan, lest the followers 
of the Prophet be led into idolatry. 
The very nature of its construction 
and the present repairs necessary 
to prevent the head from falling 
off indicate that it could not have 
survived the great periods of time 
which have elapsed since the 
erection of the Pyramid.
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Uraeus with the Red Crown of Lower Egypt. 
Late Period, 664–332 BC

Four golden uraei cobra figures, bearing sun disks on their heads, 
on the reverse side of the throne of Pharaoh Tutankhamun (1346–1337 BC). 
Valley of the Kings, Thebes, New Kingdom (18th Dynasty)



Ramses III offering incense
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In 1378 CE, Egyptian peasants 

made offerings to the Great Sphinx 

in the hope of controlling the flood 

cycle, which would result in a 

successful harvest. Outraged by 

this blatant show of devotion, 

Sa'im al-Dahr destroyed the nose 

and was later executed for 

vandalism. –Smithsonianjourneys.org
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To the Egyptians, the Sphinx was 
the symbol of strength and 
intelligence. It was portrayed as 
androgynous to signify that they 
recognized the initiates and gods 
as partaking of both the positive 
and negative creative powers. 
Gerald Massey writes: "This is the 
secret of the Sphinx. The orthodox 
sphinx of Egypt is masculine in 
front and feminine behind. So is 
the image of Sut-Typhon, a type of 
horn and tail, male in front and 
female behind. The Pharaohs, who 

wore the tail of the Lioness or Cow 
behind them, were male in front 
and female behind. Like the Gods 
they included the dual totality of 
Being in one person, born of the 
Mother, but of both sexes as the 
Child." (See The Natural Genesis.) 

Most investigators have ridiculed 
the Sphinx and, without even 
deigning to investigate the great 
colossus, have turned their 
attention to the more 
overwhelming mystery of the 
Pyramid. 
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Ramses II wearing a stylized bull’s tail
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The word pyramid is popularly 

supposed to be derived from πῦρ, 

fire, thus signifying that it is the 

symbolic representation of the 

One Divine Flame, the life of every 

creature. John Taylor believes the 

word pyramid to mean a 

"measure of wheat, " while C. 

Piazzi Smyth favors the Coptic 

meaning, "a division into ten."
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“Fruits and grain, unknown to Earth to that 

day, were brought by the ‘Lords of Wisdom’ 

for the benefit of those they ruled — from 

other lokas (spheres). . .” say the 

Commentaries.                                                       

Wheat has never been found in the wild 

state: it is not a product of the earth. All 

the other cereals have been traced to 

their primogenital forms in various 

species of wild grasses, but wheat has 

hitherto defied the efforts of botanists to 

trace it to its origin. And let us bear in 

mind, in this connection, how sacred was 

that cereal with the Egyptian priests; 

wheat being placed even with their 

mummies, and found thousands of years 

later in their coffins. Remember: — “The 

servants of Horus glean the wheat in the 

field of Aanroo; wheat seven cubits 

high.” (Book of the Dead, chap. xcix.,33; 

and clvi., 4.) –SD2:373-4
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The initiates of old accepted the 

pyramid form as the ideal symbol 

of both the secret doctrine and 

those institutions established for 

its dissemination. Both pyramids 

and mounds are antitypes of the 

Holy Mountain, or High Place of 

God, which was believed to stand 

in the "midst" of the earth. John P. 

Lundy relates the Great Pyramid to 

the fabled Olympus, further 

assuming that its subterranean 

passages correspond to the 

tortuous byways of Hades.
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[The tetraktys] consists of ten points 
inscribed pyramid-like (from one to the 
last four) within its three lines, and it 
symbolizes the Universe in the famous 
Pythagorean Decad. The upper single dot 
is a Monad, and represents a Unit-Point, 
which is the Unity from whence all 
proceeds, and all is of the same essence 
with it. While the ten dots within the 
triangle represent the phenomenal world, 
the three sides of the equilateral triangle 
which enclose the pyramid of dots are the 
barriers of noumenal Matter, or 
Substance, that separate it from the world 
of Thought. Pythagoras considered a 
point to correspond in proportion to 
unity; a line to 2; a superficies to 3; a solid 
to 4; and he defined a point as a Monad 
having position, and the beginning of all 
things; a line was thought to correspond 

with duality, because it was produced by 
the first motion from indivisible nature, 
and formed the junction of two points. A 
superficies was compared to the number 
three because it is the first of all causes 
that are found in figures; for a circle, which 
is the principal of all round figures, 
comprises a triad, in centre — space — 
circumference. But a triangle, which is the 
first of all rectilineal figures, is included in 
a ternary, and receives its form according 
to that number; and was considered by 
the Pythagoreans to be the creator of all 
sublunary things. The four points at the 
base of the Pythagorean triangle 
correspond with a solid or cube, which 
combines the principles of length, 
breadth, and thickness, for no solid can 
have less than four extreme boundary 
points.” ( Pythag. Triangle, p. 19.) -SD1:616
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JOSEPH CAMPBELL: Well, what 
happened with this young boy 
[Black Elk], he was about nine 
years old, was he had a vision, and 
the vision is described, and it’s a 
vision prophetic of the terrible 
future that his tribe was to have. 
But it also spoke of the possible 
positive aspects of it. It was a 
vision of what he called the hoop 
of his nation, realizing that it was 
one of many hoops which is 
something that we haven’t all 
learned well enough yet and the 
cooperation of all the hoops and 
all the nations and grand 
processions and so forth. But 
more than that, it was an 
experience of himself as going 
through the realms of spiritual 
imagery that were of his culture, 
and assimilating their import. And 

it comes to one great statement, 
which for me is a key statement of 
the understanding of myth and 
symbols. He says. “I saw myself on 
the central mountain of the world, 
the highest place. And I had a 
vision, because I was seeing in a 
sacred manner, of the world.” And 
the sacred central mountain was 
Harney Peak in South Dakota. And 
then he says, “But the central 
mountain is everywhere.” That is a 
real mythological realization.     

BILL MOYERS: Why?                        

JOSEPH CAMPBELL:                           
It distinguishes between the local 
cult image, Harney Peak, and its 
connotation, the center of the 
world. The center of the world is 
the hub of the universe, axis 
mundi, you know, the central 
point, the pole star around which 

all revolves. The central point of 
the world is the point where 
stillness and movement are 
together. Movement is time, 
stillness is eternity, realizing the 
relationship of the temporal 
moment to the eternal not 
moment, but forever… is the 
sense of life. Realizing how this 
moment in your life is actually a 
moment of eternity, and the 
experience of the eternal aspect 
of what you’re doing in the 
temporal experience is the 
mythological experience, and he 
had it. So is the central mountain 
of the world Jerusalem, Rome, 
Banaras, Lhasa, Mexico City, you 
know? Mexico City, Jerusalem, is 
symbolic of a spiritual principle as 
the center of the world. -Ep. 3: 

Joseph Campbell and the Power of Myth
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Just as the Tower of Babel and the 

Egyptian Pyramids were symbols of 

Olympus, or the earthly and visible 

heavens, and as the Labyrinths under 

them were mystic representations of 

Hades, with their seven-fold 

enclosures corresponding with the 

seven planetary spheres, so I 

conceive the mazy and intricate 

windings of the Catacombs to be 

symbolical of the blessed estate of 

departed spirits, and of the heaven of 

bliss in its perfect consummation 

which is to succeed it. –Monumental 

Christianity, or the Art and Symbolism of 

the Primitive Church:44



The square base of the Pyramid is 
a constant reminder that the 
House of Wisdom is firmly 
founded upon Nature and her 
immutable laws. "The Gnostics," 
writes Albert Pike, "claimed that 
the whole edifice of their science 
rested on a square whose angles 
were: Σιγη, Silence; Βυθος, 
Profundity; Νους, Intelligence; and 
Αληθεια Truth." (See Morals and 
Dogma.) The sides of the Great 
Pyramid face the four cardinal 
angles, the latter signifying, 
according to Eliphas Levi, the 
extremities of heat and cold (south 
and north) and the extremities of 
light and darkness (east and west). 
The base of the Pyramid further 
represents the four material 

elements or substances from the 
combinations of which the 
quaternary body of man is formed. 
From each side of the square there 
rises a triangle, typifying the 
threefold divine being enthroned 
within every quaternary material 
nature. If each base line be 
considered a square from which 
ascends a threefold spiritual 
power, then the sum of the lines of 
the four faces (12) and the four 
hypothetical squares (16) 
constituting the base is 28, the 
sacred number of the lower world. 
If this be added to the three 
septenaries composing the sun 
(21), it equals 49, the square of 7 
and the number of the universe.
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Other Disciples of Simon, and with 

them most of the Gnostics, adopting 

and modifying the doctrine, taught 

that the  Pleroma, or PLENITUDE of 

Superior Intelligences, having the 

Supreme Being at their head, was 

composed of eight Eons of different 

sexes: PROFUNDITY and SILENCE; 

SPIRIT and TRUTH; the WORD and 

LIFE; MAN and the CHURCH. –Morals 

and Dogma:583-4
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The square base of the Pyramid is 
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and north) and the extremities of 
light and darkness (east and west). 
The base of the Pyramid further 
represents the four material 

elements or substances from the 
combinations of which the 
quaternary body of man is formed. 
From each side of the square there 
rises a triangle, typifying the 
threefold divine being enthroned 
within every quaternary material 
nature. If each base line be 
considered a square from which 
ascends a threefold spiritual 
power, then the sum of the lines of 
the four faces (12) and the four 
hypothetical squares (16) 
constituting the base is 28, the 
sacred number of the lower world. 
If this be added to the three 
septenaries composing the sun 
(21), it equals 49, the square of 7 
and the number of the universe.

THE PYRAMID MYSTERIES (cont.)



Sut-Horus then is portrayed as 
the double manifestor of light 
and darkness on the two 
horizons, with the heads of two 
birds, one being the black 
vulture, the Neh, the other the 
gold hawk of the solar-fire. It is a 
figure of the Two Truths of day 
and dark, the two elements of 
water and fire with other 
applications of the type to 
phenomena. Horus was said to 

duplicate or rise again as the 
White God. In the Avesta the 
Good Spirit is white, the Bad 
Spirit black. In the earlier time 
the White or Light God was the 
Golden One. Another name of 
this dual divinity is Sut-Nub, the 
original of Sothis-Canopus in the 
stellar phase; and Nub signifies 
the Golden, Sut is black, like the 
English “Soot”. –The Natural 

Genesis, v.1, p.473-4
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Here let us add a few words on the 
four magical elements and elementary 
spirits. The magical elements are: in 
alchemy, Salt, Sulphur, Mercury and 
Azoth; in Kabalah, the Macroprosopus, 
the Microprosopus and the two 
Mothers; in hieroglyphics, the Man, 
Eagle, Lion and Bull; in old physics, 
according to vulgar names and 
notions, air, water, earth and fire– the 
four positive and visible elements of 
Magic. The subtle and the gross, the 
swift and slow solvent, or the 
instruments of heat and cold, 
constitute, in occult physics, the two 

positive and negative principles of the 
tetrad, and should be thus tabulated:                             
Thus, air and earth represent the male 
principle; fire and water are referable 
to the female principle, since the 
Philosophical Cross of pantacles, as 
affirmed already, is a primitive and 
elementary hieroglyph of the lingam 
of the gymnosophists. To these four 
elementary forms correspond the four 
following philosophical ideas Spirit, 
Matter, Motion, Rest. As a fact, all 
science is comprised in the 
understanding of these four things…” 
–Transcendental Magic:22
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They say also that the beetle lives six 
months under ground and six above. 
That is as a solar symbol, 
representative of the sun in the six 
lower and six upper signs. Hor-
Apollo also describes Khepr as a 
lunar type, and observes; “The beetle 
deposits its ball in the earth for the 
space of twenty-eight days; for in 
that number of days the moon 
passes through the twelve signs of 
the zodiac.” –The Natural Genesis, v.1, 

p.473-4 

The beetle Khepr assigned chiefly to 
the solar god, was also a lunar type 
of transformation. It represented the 
luni-solar creation. Hor-Apollo says 
the lunar Scarabæus digs a hole and 
deposits its ball of seed in the earth, 
“for the space of twenty-eight days 
(for in so many days the moon 
passes through the twelve signs of 
the zodiac). Upon the nine and 
twentieth day, after having opened 
the ball, it casts it into the water, for it 
is aware that upon this day the 
conjunction of the moon and sun 
takes place, as well as the creation 
(or generation) of the world.”  –The 

Natural Genesis, v.2, p59-60 
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It was at the time of the 
second outpouring that 
each of the divine centres 
of consciousness put forth a 
thread of being into an 
atom of the highest sub-
planes of the atmic, the 
buddhic, and the manasic 
planes,—atoms destined to 
be the nuclei of the future 
bodies, each on its 
respective plane, the three 
forming the upper triad so 
often referred to.  –EP1:168



Forget not that all rays have three aspects, and that all three can 
be contacted by the human consciousness of the spiritual man, 
thus placing at his disposal the energies of the seven rays and of 
the twenty-one forces. -RI:644-5 

RAY METHODS OF ACTIVITY  

I. Ray of Power.  

1. Destruction of forms through group interplay.  

2. Stimulation of the Self, or egoic principle.  

3. Spiritual impulse, or energy. 

II. Ray of Love Wisdom.  

4. Construction of forms through group intercourse.  

5. Stimulation of desire, the love principle.  

6. Soul impulse, or energy.  

III. Ray of Activity or Adaptability.  

7. Vitalising of forms through group work.  

8. Stimulation of forms, the etheric or pranic principle.  

9. Material impulse, or energy.  

IV. Ray of Harmony, Union.  

10. Perfecting of forms through group interplay.  

11. Stimulation of the solar Angels, or the manasic principle.  

12. Buddhic energy.  

V. Ray of Concrete Knowledge.  

13. Correspondence of forms to type, through group influence.  

14. Stimulation of logoic dense physical body, the three worlds.  

15. Manasic energy or impulse.  

VI. Ray of Abstract Idealism or Devotion.  

16. Reflection of reality through group work.  

17. Stimulation of the Man through desire.  

18. Desire energy, instinct and aspiration.  

VII. Ray of Ceremonial Order.  

19. Union of energy and substance through group activity.  

20. Stimulation of all etheric forms.  

21. Vital energy. –TCF:1222-3
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To man, it gives all that it bestows on 

all the rest of the manifested units in 

nature; but develops, furthermore, 

the reflection of all its Forty-nine 

Fires in him. Each of his seven 

principles is an heir in full to, and a 

partaker of, the seven principles of 

the “great Mother.”  The breath of her 

first principle is his spirit (Atma). Her 

second principle is Buddhi (soul). The 

third furnishes him with (a) the brain 

stuff on the physical plane, and (b) 

with the Mind that moves it [which is 

the human soul. –H.P.B]. –SD1:291



The twelve signs of the zodiac, 

like the Governors' of the lower 

worlds, are symbolized by the 

twelve lines of the four 

triangles--the faces of the 

Pyramid. In the midst of each 

face is one of the beasts of 

Ezekiel, and the structure as a 

whole becomes the Cherubim. 

The three main chambers of the 

Pyramid are related to the 

heart, the brain, and the 

generative system--the spiritual 

centers of the human 

constitution. The triangular 

form of the Pyramid also is 

similar to the posture assumed 

by the body during the ancient 

meditative exercises. The 

Mysteries taught that the divine 

energies from the gods 

descended upon the top of the 

Pyramid, which was likened to 

an inverted tree with its 

branches below and its roots at 

the apex. From this inverted 

tree the divine wisdom is 

disseminated by streaming 

down the diverging sides and 

radiating throughout the world.
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The size of the capstone of the 

Great Pyramid cannot be 

accurately determined, for, while 

most investigators have assumed 

that it was once in place, no 

vestige of it now remains. There is 

a curious tendency among the 

builders of great religious edifices 

to leave their creations 

unfinished, thereby signifying 

that God alone is complete. The 

capstone--if it existed--was itself 

a miniature pyramid, the apex of 

which again would be capped by 

a smaller block of similar shape, 

and so on ad infinitum. The 

capstone therefore is the 

epitome of the entire structure. 

Thus, the Pyramid may be likened 

to the universe and the capstone 

to man. Following the chain of 

analogy, the mind is the capstone 

of man, the spirit the capstone of 

the mind, and God--the epitome 

of the whole--the capstone of the 

spirit. As a rough and unfinished 

block, man is taken from the 

quarry and by the secret culture 

of the Mysteries gradually 

transformed into a trued and 

perfect pyramidal capstone. The 

temple is complete only when 

the initiate himself becomes the 

living apex through which the 

divine power is focused into the 

diverging structure below.
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Agatharchides of Cnidus reported 

that the Pyramid or Cheops was 

topped by a pyramidion, or capstone 

of four cubits, which could be 

included In a calculation or excluded 

depending on the problem to be 

resolved. Like the obelisks, most 

pyramids were capped by a 

pyramidion of precious metal that 

would sparkle In the first rays of 

sunlight. Secrets of the Great Pyramid:203

The pyramidion (capstone) of the "Black Pyramid" of Amenemhat III
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W. Marsham Adams calls the 

Great Pyramid "the House of the 

Hidden Places"; such indeed it 

was, for it represented the inner 

sanctuary of pre-Egyptian 

wisdom. By the Egyptians the 

Great Pyramid was associated 

with Hermes, the god of wisdom 

and letters and the Divine 

Illuminator worshiped through 

the planet Mercury. Relating 

Hermes to the Pyramid 

emphasizes anew the fact that it 

was in reality the supreme temple 

of the Invisible and Supreme 

Deity. The Great Pyramid was not 

a lighthouse, an observatory, or a 

tomb, but the first temple of the 

Mysteries, the first structure 

erected as a repository for those 

secret truths which are the 

certain foundation of all arts and 

sciences. It was the perfect 

emblem of the microcosm and 

the macrocosm and, according to 

the secret teachings, the tomb of 

Osiris, the black god of the Nile. 

Osiris represents a certain 

manifestation of solar energy, 

and therefore his house or tomb 

is emblematic of the universe 

within which he is entombed and 

upon the cross of which he is 

crucified.
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That the Great Pyramid had originally been 
designed as an astronomical observatory 
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observatory, or its interior passages 
employed for observations; that is, until the 
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Pyramid had been used as an observatory 
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Pyramid might have made an excellent 
observatory at the time it had reached the 
level of the Grand Gallery, which would 
have given onto a large square platform 
where the priests could observe and record 
the movements ol the heavenly bodies. –The 
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“Osiris is a black God.” These were the 

words pronounced at “low breath” at 

Initiation in Egypt, because Osiris 

Noumenon is darkness to the mortal. 

In this Chaos are formed the “Waters,” 

Mother Isis, Aditi, etc. They are the 

“Waters of Life,” in which primordial 

germs are created—or rather 

reawakened—by the primordial 

Light. –HPB’s Collected Works, v.XIV, p.241
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In his exaltation of the solar type, which 

was the latest perfected, one Hindu 

writer asserts that the sun is the source 

of time, and that which was before the 

sun was no-time. This is the language of 

the latest race or religion in all lands. 

When safe in heaven at last the 

deceased exclaimed: “The Osiris takes the 

time of heaven: his Time is that of the 

WHOLE creation.” His beatitude being 

expressed by a figure of time that was 

perfected. And here the final type of the 

various divinities is the sun as Amen-Ra 

the generator and father of Souls who 

was Atum in one cult, Osiris in another, 

Abraham in Israel, Surya in India, and Hu 

in Britain. –The Natural Genesis, v.2, p.3



Through the mystic passageways 

and chambers of the Great 

Pyramid passed the illumined of 

antiquity. They entered its portals 

as men; they came forth as gods. 

It was the place of the "second 

birth," the "womb of the 

Mysteries," and wisdom dwelt in it 

as God dwells in the hearts of 

men. Somewhere in the depths of 

its recesses there resided an 

unknown being who was called 

"The Initiator," or "The Illustrious 

One," robed in blue and gold and 

bearing in his hand the sevenfold 

key of Eternity. This was the lion-

faced hierophant, the Holy One, 

the Master of Masters, who never 

left the House of Wisdom and 

whom no man ever saw save he 

who had passed through the 

gates of preparation and 

purification. It was in these 

chambers that Plato--he of the 

broad brow---came face to face 

with the wisdom of the ages 

personified in the Master of the 

Hidden House.
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Who was the Master dwelling in the mighty 

Pyramid, the many rooms of which signified 

the worlds in space; the Master whom none 

might behold save those who had been 

"born again"? He alone fully knew the secret 

of the Pyramid, but he has departed the way 

of the wise and the house is empty. The 

hymns of praise no longer echo in muffled 

tones through the chambers; the neophyte 

no longer passes through the elements and 

wanders among the seven stars; the 

candidate no longer receives the "Word of 

Life" from the lips of the Eternal One. 

Nothing now remains that the eye of man 

can see but an empty shell--the outer 

symbol of an inner truth--and men call the 

House of God a tomb!
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In Egypt and other countries (India, Media, Persia, 

Mexico) the place of initiation was a pyramid 

erected over subterranean caverns. The pyramids, 

in fact, may be looked upon, considering their 

size, shape, and solidity, as artificial mountains. 

Their form not only symbolically represented the 

ascending flame, but also had a deeper origin in 

the conical form, which is the primitive figure of 

all natural products. And the Great Pyramid, the 

tomb of Osiris, was erected in such a position, and 

to such a height, that at the spring and autumnal 

equinoxes the sun would appear exactly at 

midday upon the summit of the pyramid, seeming 

to rest upon this immense pedestal, when his 

worshippers, extended at the base, would 

contemplate the great Osiris as well when he 

descended into the tomb as when he arose from it 

triumphant.                                                                         

The candidate, conducted by a guide, was led to a 

deep, dark well or shaft in the pyramid, and, 

provided with a torch, he descended into it by 

means of a ladder affixed to the side. Arrived at 

the bottom, he saw two doors one of them 

barred, the other yielding to the touch of his 

hand. Passing through it, he beheld a winding 

gallery, whilst the door behind him shut with a 

clang that reverberated through the vaults. 

Inscriptions like the following met his eye : "Whoso 

shall pass along this road alone, and without 

looking back, shall be purified by fire, water, and air; 

and overcoming the fear of death, shall issue from 

the bowels of the earth to the light of day, preparing 

his soul to receive the mysteries of Isis." Proceeding 

onward, the candidate arrived at another iron 

gate, guarded by three armed men, whose 

shining helmets were surmounted by emblematic 

animals, the Cerberus of Orpheus. Here the 

candidate had offered to him the last chance of 

returning, if so inclined. Electing to go forward, he 

underwent the trial by fire, by passing through a 

hall filled with inflammable substances in a state 

of combustion, and forming a bower of fire.



The floor was covered with a grating of red-hot 

iron bars, leaving, however, narrow interstices 

where he might safely place his feet. Having 

surmounted this obstacle, he has to encounter the 

trial by water. A wide and dark canal, fed by the 

waters of the Nile, arrests his progress. Placing the 

flickering lamp upon his head, he plunges into the 

canal, and swims to the opposite bank, where the 

greatest trial, that by air, awaits him. He lands 

upon a platform leading to an ivory door, bounded 

by two walls of brass, into each of which is inserted 

an immense wheel of the same metal. He in vain 

attempts to open the door, when, espying two 

large iron rings affixed to it, he takes hold of them ; 

but suddenly the platform sinks from under him, a 

chilling blast of wind extinguishes his lamp, the 

two brazen wheels revolve with formidable 

rapidity and stunning noise, whilst he remains 

suspended by the two rings over the fathomless 

abyss. But ere he is exhausted the platform 

returns, the ivory door opens, and he sees before 

him a magnificent temple, brilliantly illuminated, 

and filled with the priests of Isis clothed in the 

mystic insignia of their offices, the hierophant at 

their head. But the ceremonies of initiation do not 

cease here. The candidate is subjected to a series 

of fastings, which gradually increase for nine times 

nine days. During this period a rigorous silence is 

imposed upon him, which if he preserve inviolate, 

he is at length fully initiated into the esoteric 

doctrines of Isis. He is led before the triple statue 

of Isis, Osiris, and Horus, another symbol of the 

sun, where he swears never to publish the things 

revealed to him in the sanctuary, and first drinks 

the water of Lethe, presented to him by the high 

priest, to forget all he ever heard in his 

unregenerate state, and afterwards the water of 

Mnemosyne, to remember all the lessons of 

wisdom imparted to him in the mysteries. He is 

next introduced into the most secret part of the 

sacred edifice, where a priest instructs him in the 

application of the symbols found therein. He is 

then publicly announced as a person who has 

been initiated into the mysteries of Isis the first 

degree of the Egyptian rites. –The Secret Societies of 

All Ages and Countries v.1, p. 46-8



The technique of the Mysteries was unfolded 

by the Sage Illuminator, the Master of the 

Secret House. The power to know his 

guardian spirit was revealed to the new 

initiate; the method of disentangling his 

material body from his divine vehicle was 

explained; and to consummate the magnum 

opus, there was revealed the Divine Name--

the secret and unutterable designation of 

the Supreme Deity, by the very knowledge 

of which man and his God are made 

consciously one. With the giving of the 

Name, the new initiate became himself a 

pyramid, within the chambers of whose soul 

numberless other human beings might also 

receive spiritual enlightenment.
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In the King's Chamber was enacted 

the drama of the "second death." 

Here the candidate, after being 

crucified upon the cross of the 

solstices and the equinoxes, was 

buried in the great coffer. There is a 

profound mystery to the 

atmosphere and temperature of 

the King's Chamber: it is of a 

peculiar deathlike cold which cuts 

to the marrow of the bone. This 

room was a doorway between the 

material world and the 

transcendental spheres of Nature. 

While his body lay in the coffer, the 

soul of the neophyte soared as a 

human-headed hawk through the 

celestial realms, there to discover 

first hand the eternity of Life, Light, 

and Truth, as well as the illusion of 

Death, Darkness, and Sin. Thus in 

one sense the Great Pyramid may 

be likened to a gate through which 

the ancient priests permitted a few 

to pass toward the attainment of 

individual completion. It is also to 

be noted incidentally that if the 

coffer in the King's Chamber be 

struck, the sound emitted has no 

counterpart in any known musical 

scale. This tonal value may have 

formed part of that combination of 

circumstances which rendered the 

King's Chamber an ideal setting for 

the conferment of the highest 

degree of the Mysteries.

THE PYRAMID MYSTERIES (cont.)



In the King's Chamber was enacted 

the drama of the "second death." 

Here the candidate, after being 

crucified upon the cross of the 

solstices and the equinoxes, was 

buried in the great coffer. There is a 

profound mystery to the 

atmosphere and temperature of 

the King's Chamber: it is of a 

peculiar deathlike cold which cuts 

to the marrow of the bone. This 

room was a doorway between the 

material world and the 

transcendental spheres of Nature. 

While his body lay in the coffer, the 

soul of the neophyte soared as a 

human-headed hawk through the 

celestial realms, there to discover 

first hand the eternity of Life, Light, 

and Truth, as well as the illusion of 

Death, Darkness, and Sin. Thus in 

one sense the Great Pyramid may 

be likened to a gate through which 

the ancient priests permitted a few 

to pass toward the attainment of 

individual completion. It is also to 

be noted incidentally that if the 

coffer in the King's Chamber be 

struck, the sound emitted has no 

counterpart in any known musical 

scale. This tonal value may have 

formed part of that combination of 

circumstances which rendered the 

King's Chamber an ideal setting for 

the conferment of the highest 

degree of the Mysteries.

THE PYRAMID MYSTERIES (cont.)



But after a certain time, the νοῦς (higher mind) 

aspires to reascend to its fountain head the 

Sun, whereupon Persephone, with her 

colleague the Celestial Hermes, separates it 

with gentleness and by slow degrees from the 

grosser ψυκή (lower psyche). This is the Second 

Death: the vows flying up to the Sun, but the 

ψυκή remaining in the Moon in a dreamy sort 

of existence, until gradually absorbed into her 

substance, exactly as the Earth gradually 

absorbs into herself the remains of the body. 

Calm and philosophic souls are easily absorbed; 

but active, passionate, erotic natures with great 

difficulty; they wander about in midspace, 

divested of the νοῦς, becoming Tityi and 

Typhones; throwing confusion into oracles, as 

the so-called Typhon does at Delphi, until in the 

end they likewise are drawn back and attracted 

into the substance of the Moon. –The Gnostica 

and Their Remains:349Kriophoros Hermes



When the disciple has gained the fruit of 

experience which is knowledge and is learning 

to transmute it into wisdom, when his objective 

is to live truly and in reality, and when the will-

to-good is the crowning goal of his daily life, 

then he can begin to evoke the Will. This will 

make the link between the lower and the 

higher minds, between spirit and matter and 

between Monad and personality a definite and 

existent fact. Duality then supervenes upon 

[Page 493] triplicity, and the potency of the 

central nucleus in the egoic vehicle destroys—

at the fourth initiation—the three surrounding 

expressions. They disappear, and then the so-

called destruction of the causal body has taken 

place. This is the true "second death"—death to 

form altogether. –The Rays and Initiations:492-3
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The modern world knows little of 

these ancient rites. The scientist 

and the theologian alike gaze 

upon the sacred structure, 

wondering what fundamental urge 

inspired the herculean labor. If they 

would but think for a moment, 

they would realize that there is 

only one urge in the soul of man 

capable of supplying the required 

incentive--namely, the desire to 

know, to understand, and to 

exchange the narrowness of 

human mortality for the greater 

breadth and scope of divine 

enlightenment. So men say of the 

Great Pyramid that it is the most 

perfect building in the world, the 

source of weights and measures, 

the original Noah's Ark, the origin 

of languages, alphabets, and scales 

of temperature and humidity. Few 

realize, however, that it is the 

gateway to the Eternal.
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perfect building in the world, the 

source of weights and measures, 

the original Noah's Ark, the origin 

of languages, alphabets, and scales 

of temperature and humidity. Few 

realize, however, that it is the 

gateway to the Eternal.
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                         THE SAITIC ISIS                                                    

“I am Isis, mistress of the whole land. I was 
instructed by Hermes, and with Hermes I 
invented the writings of the nations, in 
order that not all should write with the 
same letters. I gave mankind their laws, 
and ordained what no one can alter. I am 
the eldest daughter of Kronos. I am the 
wife and sister of the high king Osiris. I am 
she who rises in the dog star. I am she who 
is called the goddess of women. I am she 
who separated the heaven from the earth. 
I have pointed out their paths to the stars. I 
have invented seamanship. I have brought 
together men and women. I have ordained 
that the elders shall be beloved by their 
children. With my brother Osiris I made an 
end of cannibalism. I have instructed 
mankind in the mysteries. I have taught 
reverence of the divine statues. I have 
established the temple precincts. I have 
overthrown the dominion of the tyrants. I 

have caused men to love woman. I have 
made justice more powerful than silver 
and gold. I have caused truth to be 
considered beautiful.” (See Erman’s 
Handbook of Egyptian Religion.) The face 
and form of Isis were covered with a veil of 
scarlet cloth, symbolic of ignorance and 
emotionalism which forever stand 
between man and Truth. Isis lifts her veil 
and discovers herself to the true and wise 
investigator who unselfishly, humbly,, and 
earnestly seeks to understand the 
mysteries which surround him in the 
universe. Those to whom she reveals 
herself are warned to remain silent 
concerning the mysteries which they have 
seen. The great admonition of the Wise 
Men was: “If thou know it, be silent.” To the 
vulgar and profane, the infidel and 
disinterested one, she does not uncover 
her face, for they could not understand the 
secret processes of the the invisible worlds.
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This was the famous Veil of Isis, that no 

"mortal" had raised, for that Veil was the 

Spiritual Vesture of the man himself, 

and to raise it he had to transcend the 

limits of individuality, break the bonds 

of death, and so become immortal. –
Orpheus, by GRS Mead, p.45

G.R.S. Mead
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seen. The great admonition of the Wise 
Men was: “If thou know it, be silent.” To the 
vulgar and profane, the infidel and 
disinterested one, she does not uncover 
her face, for they could not understand the 
secret processes of the the invisible worlds.
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It is especially fitting that a study of 

Hermetic symbolism should begin 

with a discussion of the symbols 

and attributes of the Saitic Isis. This 

is the Isis of Sais, famous for the 

inscription concerning her which 

appeared on the front of her 

temple in that city: "I, Isis, am all 

that has been, that is or shall be; no 

mortal Man hath ever me unveiled.”          

Plutarch affirms that many ancient 

authors believed this goddess to 

be the daughter of Hermes; others 

held the opinion that she was the 

child of Prometheus. Both of these 

demigods were noted for their 

divine wisdom. It is not improbable 

that her kinship to them is merely 

allegorical. Plutarch translates the 

name Isis to mean wisdom. 

Godfrey Higgins, in his Anacalypsis, 

derives the name of Isis from the 

Hebrew ישע, Iso, and the Greek 

ζωω, to save. Some authorities, 

however, for example, Richard 

Payne Knight (as stated in his 

Symbolical Language of Ancient 

Art and Mythology), believe the 

word to be of Northern extraction, 

possibly Scandinavian or Gothic. In 

these languages the name is 

pronounced Isa, meaning ice, or 

water in its most passive, 

crystallized, negative state.


