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                         THE SAITIC ISIS                                                    

“I am Isis, mistress of the whole land. I was 
instructed by Hermes, and with Hermes I 
invented the writings of the nations, in 
order that not all should write with the 
same letters. I gave mankind their laws, 
and ordained what no one can alter. I am 
the eldest daughter of Kronos. I am the 
wife and sister of the high king Osiris. I am 
she who rises in the dog star. I am she who 
is called the goddess of women. I am she 
who separated the heaven from the earth. 
I have pointed out their paths to the stars. I 
have invented seamanship. I have brought 
together men and women. I have ordained 
that the elders shall be beloved by their 
children. With my brother Osiris I made an 
end of cannibalism. I have instructed 
mankind in the mysteries. I have taught 
reverence of the divine statues. I have 
established the temple precincts. I have 
overthrown the dominion of the tyrants. I 

have caused men to love woman. I have 
made justice more powerful than silver 
and gold. I have caused truth to be 
considered beautiful.” (See Erman’s 
Handbook of Egyptian Religion.) The face 
and form of Isis were covered with a veil of 
scarlet cloth, symbolic of ignorance and 
emotionalism which forever stand 
between man and Truth. Isis lifts her veil 
and discovers herself to the true and wise 
investigator who unselfishly, humbly,, and 
earnestly seeks to understand the 
mysteries which surround him in the 
universe. Those to whom she reveals 
herself are warned to remain silent 
concerning the mysteries which they have 
seen. The great admonition of the Wise 
Men was: “If thou know it, be silent.” To the 
vulgar and profane, the infidel and 
disinterested one, she does not uncover 
her face, for they could not understand the 
secret processes of the the invisible worlds.





It is especially fitting that a study of 

Hermetic symbolism should begin 

with a discussion of the symbols 

and attributes of the Saitic Isis. This 

is the Isis of Sais, famous for the 

inscription concerning her which 

appeared on the front of her 

temple in that city: "I, Isis, am all 

that has been, that is or shall be; no 

mortal Man hath ever me unveiled.”          

Plutarch affirms that many ancient 

authors believed this goddess to 

be the daughter of Hermes; others 

held the opinion that she was the 

child of Prometheus. Both of these 

demigods were noted for their 

divine wisdom. It is not improbable 

that her kinship to them is merely 

allegorical. Plutarch translates the 

name Isis to mean wisdom. 

Godfrey Higgins, in his Anacalypsis, 

derives the name of Isis from the 

Hebrew ישע, Iso, and the Greek 

ζωω, to save. Some authorities, 

however, for example, Richard 

Payne Knight (as stated in his 

Symbolical Language of Ancient 

Art and Mythology), believe the 

word to be of Northern extraction, 

possibly Scandinavian or Gothic. In 

these languages the name is 

pronounced Isa, meaning ice, or 

water in its most passive, 

crystallized, negative state.
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ISIS, QUEEN OF HEAVEN 

Diodorus writes of a famous inscription 

carved on a column at Nysa, in Arabia, 

wherein Isis described herself as 

follows: "I am Isis, Queen of this 

country. I was instructed by Mercury. 

No one can destroy the laws which I 

have established. I am the eldest 

daughter of Saturn, most ancient of the 

gods. I am the wife and sister of Osiris 

the King. I first made known to mortals 

the use of wheat. I am the mother of 

Orus the King. In my honor was the city 

of Bubaste built. Rejoice, O Egypt, 

rejoice, land that gave me birth!" (See 

"Morals and Dogma," by Albert Pike.)
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Several authors have attempted to 

prove that Isis, Osiris, Typhon, 

Nephthys, and Aroueris (Thoth, or 

Mercury) were grandchildren of the 

great Jewish patriarch Noah by his 

son Ham. But as the story of Noah 

and his ark is a cosmic allegory 

concerning the repopulation of 

planets at the beginning of each 

world period, this only makes it less 

likely that they were historical 

personages. According to Robert 

Fludd, the sun has three 

properties--life, light, and heat. 

These three vivify and vitalize the 

three worlds--spiritual, intellectual, 

and material. Therefore, it is said 

"from one light, three lights," i. e. the 

first three Master Masons. In all 

probability, Osiris represents the 

third, or material, aspect of solar 

activity, which by its beneficent 

influences vitalizes and enlivens 

the flora and fauna of the earth. 

Osiris is not the sun, but the sun is 

symbolic of the vital principle of 

Nature, which the ancients knew as 

Osiris. His symbol, therefore, was an 

opened eye, in honor of the Great 

Eye of the universe, the sun. 

Opposed to the active, radiant 

principle of impregnating fire, heat, 

and motion was the passive, 

receptive principle of Nature.



After Osiris, here symbolized as the 
sun, had become King of Egypt and 
had given to his people the full 
advantage of his intellectual light, he 
continued his path through the 
heavens, visiting the peoples of other 
nations and converting all with whom 
he came in contact. Plutarch further 
asserts that the Greeks recognized in 
Osiris the same person whom they 
revered under the names of Dionysos 
and Bacchus. While he was away from 
his country, his brother, Typhon, the 
Evil One, like the Loki of Scandinavia, 
plotted against the Sun God to 
destroy him. Gathering seventy-two 
persons as fellow conspirators, he 
attained his nefarious end in a most 
subtle manner. He had a wonderful 
ornamented box made just the size of 
the body of Osiris. This he brought 
into a banquet hall where the gods 

and goddesses were feasting 
together. All admired the beautiful 
chest, and Typhon promised to give it 
to the one whose body fitted it most 
perfectly. One after another lay down 
in the box, but in disappointment rose 
again, until at last Osiris also tried. The 
moment he was in the chest Typhon 
and his accomplices nailed the cover 
down and sealed the cracks with 
molten lead. They then cast the box 
into the Nile, down which it floated to 
the sea. Plutarch states that the date 
upon which this occurred was the 
seventeenth day of the month Athyr, 
when the sun was in the constellation 
of Scorpio. This is most significant, for 
the Scorpion is the symbol of 
treachery. The time when Osiris 
entered the chest was also the same 
season that Noah entered the ark to 
escape from the Deluge.
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…it may be said that even in the 
Norse legends, in the Sacred 
Scrolls of the goddess Saga, we 
find Loki, the brother by blood of 
Odin (as Typhon, Ahriman, and 
others are brothers of Osiris and 
Ormazd), becoming evil only later, 
when he has mixed too long with 
humanity. Like all other fire or light 
gods — fire burning and 
destroying as well as warming and 
giving life — he ended by being 
accepted in the destructive sense 
of “ fire.”  The name Loki was 

derived from the old word “ 
liechan,” to enlighten. It has, 
therefore, the same origin as the 
Latin “ lux, light.” Hence Loki is 
identical with Lucifer (light-
bringer). This title, given to the 
Prince of Darkness, is very 
suggestive and is a vindication in 
itself against theological slander. 
But Loki is still more closely related 
to Prometheus, as he is shown 
chained to a sharp rock, while 
Lucifer, identified with Satan, was 
chained down in hell… –SD2:283fn

Loki



In short, Typhon is the principle of 

corruption, of darkness, of the lower world 

from which come earthquakes, tumultuous 

motions of the air, burning heat, lightning, 

and fiery meteors, plague and pestilence. 

Such too was the Ahriman of the Persians; 

and this revolt of the Evil Principle against 

the Principle of Good and Light, has been 

represented in every cosmogony, under 

many varying forms. Osiris, on the contrary, 

by the intermediation of Isis, fills the 

material world with happiness, purity, and 

order, by which the harmony of Nature is 

maintained. It was said that he died at the 

Autumnal Equinox, when Taurus or the 

Pleiades rose in the evening, and that he 

rose to life again in the Spring, when 

vegetation was inspired with new activity. –
Morals and Dogma:506

Typhon
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And [they say] that while he was away, 
Typhon attempted no revolution, owing to 
Isis keeping very careful guard, and having 
the power in her hands, holding it fast; but 
that when Osiris came back, he made with 
art a wile for him, conjuring seventy-two 
men, and having as co-worker a queen 
coming out of Ethiopia, whom they call 
Aso.  

Aso is probably the prototype of the Alchemical 
Azoth. Ethiopia was the land par excellence of 
the black magicians as opposed to the “good” 
magicians of Egypt (this, of course, being the 
Egyptian point of view). 

But that after measuring out for himself in 
secret the body of Osiris… 

The "body of Osiris" may mean the cosmos 
(great or little), similar to the "body of Adam," 
from the Kabalah. 

…and having devised, according to the 
size…  

Or, "according to the greatness "-using 
"greatness" in its Gnostic signification, as here 
meaning the great cosmos and also the cosmic 
body of man.   

a beautiful and extraordinarily 
ornamented chest… 

In Pythagorean terms, "an oddly ordered 
rectangular encasement’’ –referring, perhaps, to 
a certain configuration of cosmic permanent 
atoms. 

brought it into the banqueting hall. 

Lit., the "drinking together," referring perhaps to 
the conjunction of certain cosmic forces, and 
also microcosmically to souls in a state of joy, 
festivity, or bliss, prior to incarnation. 

And that when they were delighted at the 
sight and wondered, Typhon, in sport, 
promised to give the chest to him who 
could make himself exactly equal to it by 
laying himself down in it. 

That is, prove the "permanent atoms" were his 
own– if we think in terms of reincarnation. 

And that when all were trying, one after 
another, since no one fitted, Osiris stepped 
in and laid himself down. And they who 
were present running up, dashed on the 
lid, and, after some [of them] had closed it 
down with fastenings, and others had 
poured hot lead over it, they carried it out 
to the River… 

the Sacred Nile, Great Jordan, etc., the Stream of 
Ocean, which, flowing downwards, is the birth of 
men, and upwards, the birth of Gods. –Thrice-
Great Hermes:281-3
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Among the Egyptians number 17 was 

associated with one of their deepest and 

most mystical teachings, one which has 

never been properly apprehended by 

modern scholars, namely, the myth of Osiris. 

Here we find Osiris as the Sun God (Number 

1), Isis the Moon Goddess (Number 7) and 

Set the Destroyer, who is none other than 

Saturn (Number 8) the Great Initiator, who 

induced Osiris to enter a coffin which 

exactly fitted him, and who is identical with 

the serpent who persuaded Adam and Eve 

to fall into generation or to be clothed in 

coats of skin– the physical body which is a 

coffin that just fits. –The Key of Destiny:231

Osiris and Isis



The constellation of the seven stars was 
also figured as an ark of salvation in 
which souls were ferried over the abyss. 
It was the bier of the dead, the bearer 
into a future life, called the coffin of the 
seven stars and the sarcophagus of 
Osiris. The region of the Great Bear is 
the “region of the coffin of Osiris,” and 
the dead Osiris rises from the coffin as 
the living Horus to find himself in the 
company of the “Seven Great Spirits in 
the service of their Lord,” these Seven 
“are behind the constellation of Ursa 
Major, or the Thigh (uterus), of the 
northern heaven.”  “Anup places them for 
the protection of the coffin of Osiris.” 
These seven servants of the risen Horus 
are the seven elementaries and 
kronotypes continued into the 
psychotheistic phase as spirits or gods 
that constitute the pleroma of powers 
whose perfect flower was Horus, or the 
Christ, whose symbol is the eight rayed 
star. The seven are called planks in the 

body of the boat, the ark, makhen, 
which carries the souls out of hades, 
the ark of salvation, and boat of the 
shipwrecked. Horus is the oar that 
steers this boat of souls saved from the 
waters. Here the Seven in the ark with 
Horus are identical with the British 
Seven in the ark with Arthur, son of 
Arth, the Bear. The saved soul rejoices 
that he has “sat where the great 
ministers are,”  the company of Seven. 
He says; “I have come out of the place of 
the ark; during the passage Horus son of 
Isis, has brought me.” It has been shown 
that Horus was the fisherman, and that 
two of the Seven are spoken of as 
fellow fishermen. Thus the Seven 
Planks in the Boat of Souls, the Seven 
Spirits in the service of their Lord the 
Christ, are also Seven fishers of men, or 
savers of souls with and for Horus. 
“Come ye after me,” says Jesus, “and I will 
make you fishers of men.” –The Natural 

Genesis, v.2, p.463-4

The Great Bear



Plutarch further declares that the Pans 
and Satyrs (the Nature spirits and 
elementals) first discovered that Osiris 
had been murdered. These 
immediately raised an alarm, and from 
this incident the word panic, meaning 
fright or amazement of the 
multitudes, originated. Isis, upon 
receiving the news of her husband's 
murder, which she learned from some 
children who had seen the murderers 
making off with the box, at once 
robed herself in mourning and started 
forth in quest of him.                                  

At length Isis discovered that the chest 
had floated to the coast of Byblos. 
There it had lodged in the branches of 
a tree, which in a short time 
miraculously grew up around the box. 
This so amazed the king of that 
country that he ordered the tree to be 
cut down and a pillar made from its 

trunk to support the roof of his palace. 
Isis, visiting Byblos, recovered the 
body of her husband, but it was again 
stolen by Typhon, who cut it into 
fourteen parts, which he scattered all 
over the earth. Isis, in despair, began 
gathering up the severed remains of 
her husband, but found only thirteen 
pieces. The fourteenth part (the 
phallus) she reproduced in gold, for 
the original had fallen into the river 
Nile and had been swallowed by a fish. 

Typhon was later slain in battle by the 
son of Osiris. Some of the Egyptians 
believed that the souls of the gods 
were taken to heaven, where they 
shone forth as stars. It was supposed 
that the soul of Isis gleamed from the 
Dog Star, while Typhon became the 
constellation of the Bear. It is doubtful, 
however, whether this idea was ever 
generally accepted.
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The Pans and Satyrs… 

Two classes of elemental existences. 

that inhabit round Chemmis… 

That is Apu, the Panopolis of the Greeks; the name 
Chemmis, the modern Akhmim, is derived from an 
old Egyptian name. 

were the first to sense the death of Osiris, 
and give tongue concerning what was being 
done, and that on this account sudden 
disturbances and emotions of crowds are 
even unto this day called "panics."

Pans
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But when Isis… 

–as Mother Nature   

…sensed it, she cut off one of her curls, 
and put on a mourning dress, whence the 
city to this day bears the name Kopto…                                                       
Meaning “I cut and beat the breast," as a sign of 
mourning.   

 But others think the name signifies 
privation, for they say that koptein is to 
deprive.                                                                         
"The depriving things of their power” or 
“negation”– Osiris being the fertilising or 
generative or positive power.        

                                                                            

And [they say] that she, wandering about 

in every direction, and finding no way out, 
never approached anyone without 
accosting him; nay, she asked even little 
children about the chest. And they 
happened to have seen, and showed the 
mouth through which the friends of 
Typhon let the vessel go into the Sea.  

Mourners wearing Koptos



Plutarch further declares that the Pans 
and Satyrs (the Nature spirits and 
elementals) first discovered that Osiris 
had been murdered. These 
immediately raised an alarm, and from 
this incident the word panic, meaning 
fright or amazement of the 
multitudes, originated. Isis, upon 
receiving the news of her husband's 
murder, which she learned from some 
children who had seen the murderers 
making off with the box, at once 
robed herself in mourning and started 
forth in quest of him.                                  

At length Isis discovered that the chest 
had floated to the coast of Byblos. 
There it had lodged in the branches of 
a tree, which in a short time 
miraculously grew up around the box. 
This so amazed the king of that 
country that he ordered the tree to be 
cut down and a pillar made from its 

trunk to support the roof of his palace. 
Isis, visiting Byblos, recovered the 
body of her husband, but it was again 
stolen by Typhon, who cut it into 
fourteen parts, which he scattered all 
over the earth. Isis, in despair, began 
gathering up the severed remains of 
her husband, but found only thirteen 
pieces. The fourteenth part (the 
phallus) she reproduced in gold, for 
the original had fallen into the river 
Nile and had been swallowed by a fish. 

Typhon was later slain in battle by the 
son of Osiris. Some of the Egyptians 
believed that the souls of the gods 
were taken to heaven, where they 
shone forth as stars. It was supposed 
that the soul of Isis gleamed from the 
Dog Star, while Typhon became the 
constellation of the Bear. It is doubtful, 
however, whether this idea was ever 
generally accepted.



And the King… 

The ruler of the form-side of things. 

marvelling at the greatness of the tree, 
after cutting off the branches, and 
rounding off the trunk that surrounded 
the coffin without its being seen, set it up 
as the prop of his roof. 

On the erroneously called "Gnostic " gems, the 
lopped trunk is a frequent symbol; the lopped 
"five-branched," presumably. 

Sekhemkheperre Osorkon I, King of Byblos
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And (they say) that when Isis had gone a 
journey to her son Horus, who was being 
reared at Boutos, and had put away the 
chest; Typhon, taking his dogs out by night 
towards the moon, came upon it; and 
recognising the body, tore it into fourteen 
pieces, and scattered them abroad. 

Is Boutos connected with Bootes, the Ploughman 
in the constellation Arcturus– the voyage therefore 
being celestial; that is, a movement of the world-
soul or change of state in the individual soul? 

Bootes, the Ploughman
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Thereafter Osiris, coming to Horus 
out of the Invisible (Hades), 
worked through him and trained 
him for the fight. He then put this 
test question to him: “What animal 
does he think most useful for 
those who go out to fight?" And 
when Horus said "Horse," he 
marvelled at him, and was quite 
puzzled why he did not say “Lion" 
rather than "Horse." Accordingly 
Horus said, “Lion  is a needful thing 
to one requiring help, but a Horse 
[can] scatter in pieces the foe in 
flight and consume him utterly." 
Thus hearing, Osiris rejoiced that 
Horus was fitly prepared. And it is 

said that, as many were changing 
over to the side of Horus, Thieris, 
Typhon's concubine, came too… 
The fight lasted for many days, and 
Horus won. Nevertheless, when 
Isis received Typhon in bonds, she 
did not make away with him. Far 
from it; she unbound him and let 
him go. 

The "Horse" may symbolise purified 
passion, and "Lion'' a certain 
receptive power of the mind. The 
white Horse was presumably 
opposed to the red Ass of Typhon, as 
the purified vehicle of the soul 
contrasted with the impure. " Lion" 
was one of the grades in the Mithriac 
Mysteries; it was a sun-animal. 

Part of a mosaic pavement depicting Atalanta on horseback hunting a lion.
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Hence, as Plutarch says, the Dog-star is the Soul of Isis; 

Orion is the Soul of Horus; and the Bear is the Soul of 

Typhon,—Soul and Star being synonymous in 

theEgyptian word Seb. The Natural Genesis, v.1, p.332:



Among the Egyptians, Isis is often 

represented with a headdress 

consisting of the empty throne chair 

of her murdered husband, and this 

peculiar structure was accepted 

during certain dynasties as her 

hieroglyphic. The headdresses of the 

Egyptians have great symbolic and 

emblematic importance, for they 

represent the auric bodies of the 

superhuman intelligences, and are 

used in the same way that the 

nimbus, halo, and aureole are used in 

Christian religious art. Frank C. 

Higgins, a well-known Masonic 

symbolist, has astutely noted that 

the ornate headgears of certain gods 

and Pharaohs are inclined backward 

at the same angle as the earth's axis. 

The robes, insignia, jewels, and 

ornamentations of the ancient 

hierophants symbolized the spiritual 

energies radiating from the human 

body. Modern science is 

rediscovering many of the lost 

secrets of Hermetic philosophy. One 

of these is the ability to gauge the 

mental development, the soul 

qualities, and the physical health of 

an individual from the streamers of 

semi-visible electric force which pour 

through the surface of the skin of 

every human being at all times 

during his life. (For details 

concerning a scientific process for 

making the auric emanations visible, 

see The Human Atmosphere by Dr. 

Walter J. Kilner.) 
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Isis is sometimes symbolized by the 
head of a cow; occasionally the entire 
animal is her symbol. The first gods of 
the Scandinavians were licked out of 
blocks of ice by the Mother Cow 
(Audhumla), who symbolized the 
principle of natural nutriment and 
fecundity because of her milk. 
Occasionally Isis is represented as a 
bird. She often carries in one hand the 
crux ansata, the symbol of eternal life, 
and in the other the flowered scepter, 
symbolic of her authority.                                              
Thoth Hermes Trismegistus, the 
founder of Egyptian learning, the Wise 
Man of the ancient world, gave to the 
priests and philosophers of antiquity 
the secrets which have been preserved 
to this day in myth and legend. These 
allegories and emblematic figures 
conceal the secret formulæ for 
spiritual, mental, moral, and physical 
regeneration commonly known as the 
Mystic Chemistry of the Soul 

(alchemy). These sublime truths were 
communicated to the initiates of the 
Mystery Schools, but were concealed 
from the profane. The latter, unable to 
understand the abstract philosophical 
tenets, worshiped the concrete 
sculptured idols which were 
emblematic of these secret truths. The 
wisdom and secrecy of Egypt are 
epitomized in the Sphinx, which has 
preserved its secret from the seekers of 
a hundred generations. The mysteries 
of Hermeticism, the great spiritual 
truths hidden from the world by the 
ignorance of the world, and the keys of 
the secret doctrines of the ancient 
philosophers, are all symbolized by the 
Virgin Isis. Veiled from head to foot, she 
reveals her wisdom only to the tried 
and initiated few who have earned the 
right to enter her sacred presence, tear 
from the veiled figure of Nature its 
shroud of obscurity, and stand face to 
face with the Divine Reality.
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An Egyptian priest stands before an 
image of Isis or the great mother, nature, 
represented by a cow, and is making an 
offering of some tre-foil plant. Over the 
cow is the sacred Uraeus, or symbol of 
the Egyptian Triad, consisting of the 
winged globe and the serpent; and 
represer.ting the three powers of 
creation, preservation, and reproduction. 
The dark disc is God unknown as the 
source of all things; the serpent is the 
Divine Wisdom or emanation; and the 
wings are those of the brooding and 
flying and protecting care and goodness 
of the Spirit. –Monumental Christianity:97
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Auðumbla licks free Búri as she produces rivers of milk 
from her udders in an illustration from an Icelandic 18th 
century manuscript of the Prose Edda
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As an emblem of a door, gate, mouth, or the 

place of outlet, [the ankh] signifies the “strait 

gate” that leads to the kingdom of heaven, 

far more than the “birth-place” in a 

physiological sense. It is a Cross in a Circle 

and Crux Ansata, truly; but it is a Cross on 

which all the human passions have to be 

crucified before the Yogi passes through the 

“strait gate,” the narrow circle that widens 

into an infinite one, as soon as the inner man 

has passed the threshold. –SD2:549

Isis offers life to Queen Nefertari
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All masters in alchemy who have 
written concerning the Great Work 
have employed symbolical and 
figurative expressions, and have 
been right in so doing, not only to 
deter the profane from operations 
which would be dangerous for 
them, but to make themselves 
intelligible to adepts by revealing 
the entire world of analogies which 
is ruled by the one and sovereign 
dogma of Hermes. For such, gold 
and silver are the Sun and Moon, or 
the King and Queen; Sulphur is the 
Flying Eagle; Mercury is the winged 
and bearded Hermaphrodite, 
throned upon a cube and crowned 

with flames; matter or Salt is the 
Winged Dragon; metals in the 
molten state are Lions of various 
colours; finally, the whole work is 
symbolized by the Pelican and 
Phoenix. Hermetic art is, therefore, 
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found in the school of Alexandria 
and in the theories of Pythagoras; 
as science, its principles must be 
sought from Paracelsus, Nicholas 
Flamel and Raymund Lully.



The science is true only for those 
who accept and understand the 
philosophy and religion, while its 
processes are successful only for the 
adept who has attained sovereign 
volition, and has thus become 
monarch of the elementary world, 
for the Great Agent of the solar work 
is that force described in the 
Hermetic Symbol of the “Emerald 
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the OD of the Hebrews and the 
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mysterious reservations; there is the 
universal sperm, the secret of which 
they guarded, representing it only 
under the emblem of the caduceus 
of Hermes. Here then is the great 
Hermetic Arcanum, and we reveal it 
for the first time clearly and devoid 
of mystical figures: that which the 
adepts term dead substances are 
bodies as found in Nature; living 
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–Transcendental Magic, v.1, p.64-5



Isis is sometimes symbolized by the 
head of a cow; occasionally the entire 
animal is her symbol. The first gods of 
the Scandinavians were licked out of 
blocks of ice by the Mother Cow 
(Audhumla), who symbolized the 
principle of natural nutriment and 
fecundity because of her milk. 
Occasionally Isis is represented as a 
bird. She often carries in one hand the 
crux ansata, the symbol of eternal life, 
and in the other the flowered scepter, 
symbolic of her authority.                                              
Thoth Hermes Trismegistus, the 
founder of Egyptian learning, the Wise 
Man of the ancient world, gave to the 
priests and philosophers of antiquity 
the secrets which have been preserved 
to this day in myth and legend. These 
allegories and emblematic figures 
conceal the secret formulæ for 
spiritual, mental, moral, and physical 
regeneration commonly known as the 
Mystic Chemistry of the Soul 

(alchemy). These sublime truths were 
communicated to the initiates of the 
Mystery Schools, but were concealed 
from the profane. The latter, unable to 
understand the abstract philosophical 
tenets, worshiped the concrete 
sculptured idols which were 
emblematic of these secret truths. The 
wisdom and secrecy of Egypt are 
epitomized in the Sphinx, which has 
preserved its secret from the seekers of 
a hundred generations. The mysteries 
of Hermeticism, the great spiritual 
truths hidden from the world by the 
ignorance of the world, and the keys of 
the secret doctrines of the ancient 
philosophers, are all symbolized by the 
Virgin Isis. Veiled from head to foot, she 
reveals her wisdom only to the tried 
and initiated few who have earned the 
right to enter her sacred presence, tear 
from the veiled figure of Nature its 
shroud of obscurity, and stand face to 
face with the Divine Reality.
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…around the constellation Leo two great 

mysteries are found: 

1. The mystery of the Sphinx, connected with 

the relation of Leo and Virgo, and tied up 

with the secret of the solar Angels. This is not 

the mystery of soul and form, but the 

mystery of the higher and the lower mind 

and their relation to each other. –EA:154
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The explanations in these pages of the 
symbols peculiar to the Virgin Isis are 
based (unless otherwise noted) on 
selections from a free translation of 
the fourth book of Bibliotèque des 
Philosophes Hermétiques, entitled 
"The Hermetical Signification of the 
Symbols and Attributes of Isis," with 
interpolations by the compiler to 
amplify and clarify the text.                    

The statues of Isis were decorated 
with the sun, moon, and stars, and 
many emblems pertaining to the 
earth, over which Isis was believed to 

rule (as the guardian spirit of Nature 
personified). Several images of the 
goddess have been found upon which 
the marks of her dignity and position 
were still intact. According to the 
ancient philosophers, she personified 
Universal Nature, the mother of all 
productions. The deity was generally 
represented as a partly nude woman, 
often pregnant, sometimes loosely 
covered with a garment either of 
green or black color, or of four 
different shades intermingled-black, 
white, yellow, and red.
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The sistrum is designed to represent 
to us that every thing must be kept in 
continual agitation, and never cease 
from motion; that they ought to be 
mused and well-shaken, whenever 
they begin to grow drowsy as it were, 
and to droop in their motion. For, say 
they, the sound of these sistra averts 
and drives away Typho; meaning 
hereby, that as corruption clogs and 
puts a stop to the regular course of 
nature; so generation, by the means of 
motion, loosens it again, and restores 
it to its former vigour. Now the outer 
surface of this instrument is of a 
convex figure, as within its 
circumference are contained those 
four chords or bars [only three 
shown], which make such a rattling 
when they are shaken--nor is this 
without its meaning; for that part of 

the universe which is subject to 
generation and corruption is 
contained within the sphere of the 
moon; and whatever motions or 
changes may happen therein, they are 
all effected by the different 
combinations of the four elementary 
bodies, fire, earth, water, and air--
moreover, upon the upper part of the 
convex surface of the sistrum is 
carved the effigies of a cat with a 
human visage, as on the lower edge of 
it, under those moving chords, is 
engraved on the one side the face of 
Isis, and on the other that of 
Nephthys--by the faces symbolically 
representing generation and 
corruption (which, as has been 
already observed, is nothing but the 
motion and alteration of the four 
elements one amongst another).
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The six or hexad, was held by Pythagoras to 

be the perfect sacred number; it was called 

Venus, the mother. One type of this number 

was the sistrum, or seshsh, which was a 

figure of six, with its three wires and their 

six ends. The seshsh represented motion 

and generation in relation to the sixth day 

of the period. Sesh means motion, to open, 

unclose, free passage, and the seshsh was 

sometimes ornamented with the mirror of 

reproduction in place of the wires. In 

Egyptian ses, or sas, is the name of breath 

and breathing. –The Natural Genesis, v.2, p.282
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When Tiamat is confounded with the 

indefinite monster of chaos, disorder, and 

distraction, her fall has taken place, and she 

has then been identified with the dragon of 

darkness, the Akhekh of eclipse, the 

devourer Death, the gape of the greedy 

grave, exactly as it was with the most 

ancient genitrix in Egypt, who was turned 

into the evil Typhon, the female Satan and 

Egyptian Hefa, her name supplying that of 

Tepi for the typical devourer. These types of 

commencement did not begin in India to be 

continued in Akkadia, and to end in Egypt, as 

Typhon the genitrix of the seven stars who 

was the first in heaven—first by name and 

nature. –The Natural Genesis, v.2, p.109
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The "Sistrum" got its peculiar outline from the 

Indian Yoni (emblem of the female sex), and it 

was on account of its similar shape the 

almond, luz, was also held sacred in Egypt, 

which seems the true origin of the "vesica 

piscis," serving as the inclosure for divine 

figures. –The Gnostics and Their Remains:121
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The two sisters, Mary and Martha, who dwelt 

together at Bethany with their brother Lazarus, 

correspond perfectly to the two divine sisters, 

called at times the two dear sisters, Isis and 

Nephthys, with their brother Osiris, in the House 

of Annu. It is said: “I place the two dear sisters, I 

have made them belonging to Annu.” Isis, 

Nephthys, Apheru (Anup), and Osiris, are the 

chiefs in Annu. Nephthys is the “mistress of the 

house,” she carries a house on her head, and is 

designated the “benevolent saving sister.” This 

mistress of the house, the saving sister, 

reappears in Martha, who is depicted as the 

housekeeper in character, she is the mistress of 

the house. –The Natural Genesis, v.2, p.460

Isis and Nepthys


