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In short, Typhon is the principle of 

corruption, of darkness, of the lower world 

from which come earthquakes, tumultuous 

motions of the air, burning heat, lightning, 

and fiery meteors, plague and pestilence. 

Such too was the Ahriman of the Persians; 

and this revolt of the Evil Principle against 

the Principle of Good and Light, has been 

represented in every cosmogony, under 

many varying forms. Osiris, on the contrary, 

by the intermediation of Isis, fills the 

material world with happiness, purity, and 

order, by which the harmony of Nature is 

maintained. It was said that he died at the 

Autumnal Equinox, when Taurus or the 

Pleiades rose in the evening, and that he 

rose to life again in the Spring, when 

vegetation was inspired with new activity. –
Morals and Dogma:506

Typhon



After Osiris, here symbolized as the 
sun, had become King of Egypt and 
had given to his people the full 
advantage of his intellectual light, he 
continued his path through the 
heavens, visiting the peoples of other 
nations and converting all with whom 
he came in contact. Plutarch further 
asserts that the Greeks recognized in 
Osiris the same person whom they 
revered under the names of Dionysos 
and Bacchus. While he was away from 
his country, his brother, Typhon, the 
Evil One, like the Loki of Scandinavia, 
plotted against the Sun God to 
destroy him. Gathering seventy-two 
persons as fellow conspirators, he 
attained his nefarious end in a most 
subtle manner. He had a wonderful 
ornamented box made just the size of 
the body of Osiris. This he brought 
into a banquet hall where the gods 

and goddesses were feasting 
together. All admired the beautiful 
chest, and Typhon promised to give it 
to the one whose body fitted it most 
perfectly. One after another lay down 
in the box, but in disappointment rose 
again, until at last Osiris also tried. The 
moment he was in the chest Typhon 
and his accomplices nailed the cover 
down and sealed the cracks with 
molten lead. They then cast the box 
into the Nile, down which it floated to 
the sea. Plutarch states that the date 
upon which this occurred was the 
seventeenth day of the month Athyr, 
when the sun was in the constellation 
of Scorpio. This is most significant, for 
the Scorpion is the symbol of 
treachery. The time when Osiris 
entered the chest was also the same 
season that Noah entered the ark to 
escape from the Deluge.
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Among the Egyptians number 17 was 

associated with one of their deepest and 

most mystical teachings, one which has 

never been properly apprehended by 

modern scholars, namely, the myth of Osiris. 

Here we find Osiris as the Sun God (Number 

1), Isis the Moon Goddess (Number 7) and 

Set the Destroyer, who is none other than 

Saturn (Number 8) the Great Initiator, who 

induced Osiris to enter a coffin which 

exactly fitted him, and who is identical with 

the serpent who persuaded Adam and Eve 

to fall into generation or to be clothed in 

coats of skin– the physical body which is a 

coffin that just fits. –The Key of Destiny:231

Osiris and Isis



Plutarch further declares that the Pans 
and Satyrs (the Nature spirits and 
elementals) first discovered that Osiris 
had been murdered. These 
immediately raised an alarm, and from 
this incident the word panic, meaning 
fright or amazement of the 
multitudes, originated. Isis, upon 
receiving the news of her husband's 
murder, which she learned from some 
children who had seen the murderers 
making off with the box, at once 
robed herself in mourning and started 
forth in quest of him.                                  

At length Isis discovered that the chest 
had floated to the coast of Byblos. 
There it had lodged in the branches of 
a tree, which in a short time 
miraculously grew up around the box. 
This so amazed the king of that 
country that he ordered the tree to be 
cut down and a pillar made from its 

trunk to support the roof of his palace. 
Isis, visiting Byblos, recovered the 
body of her husband, but it was again 
stolen by Typhon, who cut it into 
fourteen parts, which he scattered all 
over the earth. Isis, in despair, began 
gathering up the severed remains of 
her husband, but found only thirteen 
pieces. The fourteenth part (the 
phallus) she reproduced in gold, for 
the original had fallen into the river 
Nile and had been swallowed by a fish. 

Typhon was later slain in battle by the 
son of Osiris. Some of the Egyptians 
believed that the souls of the gods 
were taken to heaven, where they 
shone forth as stars. It was supposed 
that the soul of Isis gleamed from the 
Dog Star, while Typhon became the 
constellation of the Bear. It is doubtful, 
however, whether this idea was ever 
generally accepted.
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Moreover, the fourteen judgment seats in the 

nether-world, and the fourteen groups of gods 

before whom the deceased must appear to be 

justified by Taht—a moon-god—represent one 

half of the lunar houses or signs.. –Natural Genesis, 

v.2, p.304
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Isis is sometimes symbolized by the 
head of a cow; occasionally the entire 
animal is her symbol. The first gods of 
the Scandinavians were licked out of 
blocks of ice by the Mother Cow 
(Audhumla), who symbolized the 
principle of natural nutriment and 
fecundity because of her milk. 
Occasionally Isis is represented as a 
bird. She often carries in one hand the 
crux ansata, the symbol of eternal life, 
and in the other the flowered scepter, 
symbolic of her authority.                                              
Thoth Hermes Trismegistus, the 
founder of Egyptian learning, the Wise 
Man of the ancient world, gave to the 
priests and philosophers of antiquity 
the secrets which have been preserved 
to this day in myth and legend. These 
allegories and emblematic figures 
conceal the secret formulæ for 
spiritual, mental, moral, and physical 
regeneration commonly known as the 
Mystic Chemistry of the Soul 

(alchemy). These sublime truths were 
communicated to the initiates of the 
Mystery Schools, but were concealed 
from the profane. The latter, unable to 
understand the abstract philosophical 
tenets, worshiped the concrete 
sculptured idols which were 
emblematic of these secret truths. The 
wisdom and secrecy of Egypt are 
epitomized in the Sphinx, which has 
preserved its secret from the seekers of 
a hundred generations. The mysteries 
of Hermeticism, the great spiritual 
truths hidden from the world by the 
ignorance of the world, and the keys of 
the secret doctrines of the ancient 
philosophers, are all symbolized by the 
Virgin Isis. Veiled from head to foot, she 
reveals her wisdom only to the tried 
and initiated few who have earned the 
right to enter her sacred presence, tear 
from the veiled figure of Nature its 
shroud of obscurity, and stand face to 
face with the Divine Reality.





Apuleius describes her as follows: "In 
the first place, then, her most copious 
and long hairs, being gradually 
intorted, and promiscuously scattered 
on her divine neck, were softly 
defluous. A multiform crown, 
consisting of various flowers, bound 
the sublime summit of her head. And 
in the middle of the crown, just on her 
forehead, there was a smooth orb 
resembling a mirror, or rather a white 
refulgent light, which indicated that 
she was the moon. Vipers rising up 
after the manner of furrows, 
environed the crown on the right 
hand and on the left, and Cerealian 
ears of corn were also extended from 

above. Her garment was of many 
colours, and woven from the finest 
flax, and was at one time lucid with a 
white splendour, at another yellow 
from the flower of crocus, and at 
another flaming with a rosy redness. 
But that which most excessively 
dazzled my sight, was a very black 
robe, fulgid with a dark splendour, 
and which, spreading round and 
passing under her right side, and 
ascending to her left shoulder, there 
rose protuberant like the center of a 
shield, the dependent part of the robe 
falling in many folds, and having small 
knots of fringe, gracefully flowing in 
its extremities. 
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Glittering stars were dispersed 
through the embroidered border of 
the robe, and through the whole of its 
surface: and the full moon, shining in 
the middle of the stars, breathed forth 
flaming fires. Nevertheless, a crown, 
wholly consisting of flowers and fruits 
of every kind, adhered with indivisible 
connexion to the border of that 
conspicuous robe, in all its undulating 
motions. What she carried in her 
hands also consisted of things of a 
very different nature. For her right 
hand, indeed, bore a brazen rattle 
[sistrum] through the narrow lamina 
of which bent like a belt, certain rods 
passing, produced a sharp triple 
sound, through the vibrating motion 
of her arm. An oblong vessel, in the 
shape of a boat, depended from her 

left hand, on the handle of which, in 
that part in which it was conspicuous, 
an asp raised its erect head and 
largely swelling neck. And shoes 
woven from the leaves of the 
victorious palm tree covered her 
immortal feet.” 

The green color alludes to the 
vegetation which covers the face of 
the earth, and therefore represents 
the robe of Nature. The black 
represents death and corruption as 
being the way to a new life and 
generation. "Except a man be born 
again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
God." (John iii. 3.) White, yellow, and 
red signify the three principal colors of 
the alchemical, Hermetical, universal 
medicine after the blackness of its 
putrefaction is over.
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The seventh letter of the Egyptian alphabet, 

called Zeuta or Life, was sacred to Thoth, and was 

expressed by a serpent standing on his tail; and 

that Deity, the God of healing, like Æsculapius, to 

whom the serpent was consecrated, leans on a 

knotted stick around which coils a snake. The 

Isiac tablet, describing the Mysteries of Isis, is 

charged with serpents in every part, as her 

emblems. The Asp was specially dedicated to her, 

and is seen on the heads of her statues, on the 

bonnets of her priests, and on the tiaras of the 

Kings of Egypt. Serapis was sometimes 

represented with a human head and serpentine 

tail: and in one engraving two minor Gods are 

represented with him, one by a serpent with a 

bull's head, and the other by a serpent with the 

radiated head of a lion.  –Morals and Dogma:530

Zeuta
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left hand, on the handle of which, in 
that part in which it was conspicuous, 
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The green color alludes to the 
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again, he cannot see the kingdom of 
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The ancients gave the name Isis to 
one of their occult medicines; 
therefore the description here given 
relates somewhat to chemistry. Her 
black drape also signifies that the 
moon, or the lunar humidity--the 
sophic universal mercury and the 
operating substance of Nature in 
alchemical terminology--has no light 
of its own, but receives its light, its fire, 
and its vitalizing force from the sun. 
Isis was the image or representative of 
the Great Works of the wise men: the 
Philosopher's Stone, the Elixir of Life, 
and the Universal Medicine. 

Other hieroglyphics seen in 
connection with Isis are no less 
curious than those already described, 
but it is impossible to enumerate all, 
for many symbols were used 
interchangeably by the Egyptian 

Hermetists. The goddess often wore 
upon her head a hat made of cypress 
branches, to signify mourning for her 
dead husband and also for the 
physical death which she caused 
every creature to undergo in order to 
receive a new life in posterity or a 
periodic resurrection. The head of Isis 
is sometimes ornamented with a 
crown of gold or a garland of olive 
leaves, as conspicuous marks of her 
sovereignty as queen of the world and 
mistress of the entire universe. The 
crown of gold signifies also the aurific 
unctuosity or sulphurous fatness of 
the solar and vital fires which she 
dispenses to every individual by a 
continual circulation of the elements, 
this circulation being symbolized by 
the musical rattle which she carries in 
her hand. This sistrum is also the yonic 
symbol of purity.
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The first practical laboratory was that part of 

the temple set aside for research in 
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of life were not originally divided into 
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first students of anatomy and physiology. … 
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discovered beneath the superficial aspects of 

form divine chemical and mechanical 

processes. Science is therefore the study of 

the anatomy of the body of God. The 

laboratory reveals not only the infinite 

mystery of life but also the infinite 

complexity of function. –MPH’s “Monthly 

Letter”, August 1st, 1935
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In Alchemy “ Mercury ” is the radical Moyst, 

primitive or elementary water, containing 

the seed of the Universe, fecundated by the 

solar fires. To express this fecundating 

principle, a phallus was often added to the 

cross (the male and female, or the vertical 

and the horizontal united) by the Egyptians. 

The cruciform termini also represented this 

dual idea, which was found in Egypt in the 

cubic Hermes. –SD2:542

Hermetic Cross with phallus
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It is true that Isis is the instrument or 

organ of conveying the hidden wisdom to 

Horus, and that it is eventually Hermes or 

the Logos who is the true light itself, 

which shines through her, the pupil of 

Egypt's eye, out of that mysterious 

darkness, in which she found herself, 

when she received illumination at the 

hands of Kamephis...  

Isis, then, is the "Apple or Pupil of the Eye 

of Osiris." On earth the "mysterious black" 

is Egypt herself, the wisdom-land. Isis is 

the mysterious wisdom of Egypt, but in 

our treatise she is even more than this, for 

she is that wisdom but now truly illumined 

by the direct sight, the new dawn of the 

Trismegistic discipline of which she 

speaks. –Thrice-Greatest Hermes, v.3, p.167-8

Egyptian Fractions
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For the fabled shutting-up of Osiris 

into the coffin is, perhaps, nothing 

but a riddle of the occultation and 

disappearance of water. Wherefore 

they say that Osiris disappeared in 

the month of Athyr, when, the 

Annuals ceasing entirely, the Nile 

sinks, and the land is denuded, and, 

night lengthening, darkness 

increases, and the power of the 

light wanes and is mastered, and 

the priests perform melancholy 

rites, [including] covering a cow 

made entirely of gold with a black 

coat of fine linen as a mask of 

mourning for the Goddess– for they 

look on the "cow" as an image of 

Isis– [which] they exhibit for four 

days from the seventeenth 

consecutively. The things mourned 

are four: first, the Nile failing and 

sinking; second, the northern winds 

being completely extinguished by 

the southern gaining the mastery; 

third, the day becoming less than 

the night; and, finally, the 

denudation of the earth, together 

with the stripping of the trees 

which shed their leaves at that 

time. –Thrice Greatest Hermes:316
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A serpent interwoven among the 

olive leaves on her head, devouring 

its own tail, denotes that the aurific 

unctuosity was soiled with the 

venom of terrestrial corruption 

which surrounded it and must be 

mortified and purified by seven 

planetary circulations or 

purifications called flying eagles 

(alchemical terminology) in order to 

make it medicinal for the 

restoration of health. (Here the 

emanations from the sun are 

recognized as a medicine for the 

healing of human ills.) The seven 

planetary circulations are 

represented by the 

circumambulations of the Masonic 

lodge; by the marching of the 

Jewish priests seven times around 

the walls of Jericho, and of the 

Mohammedan priests seven times 

around the Kabba at Mecca. From 

the crown of gold project three 

horns of plenty, signifying the 

abundance of the gifts of Nature 

proceeding from one root having its 

origin in the heavens (head of Isis).
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It should therefore be borne in mind that 

the physical bodies in which humanity now 

dwells are constructed of very ancient 

matter and that the substance employed is 

tainted or conditioned by the history of the 

past. To this concept must be added two 

others: First, that incoming souls draw to 

themselves the type of material with which 

they must construct their outer sheaths, 

and that this will be responsive to some 

aspect of their subtler natures; if, for 

instance, physical desire conditions them, 

the material of their physical vehicle will be 

largely responsive to that particular urge. 

Secondly, each physical body carries within 

itself the seeds of inevitable retribution, if its 

functions are misused. –Esoteric Healing:227
Medusa
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