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A serpent interwoven among the 

olive leaves on her head, devouring 

its own tail, denotes that the aurific 

unctuosity was soiled with the 

venom of terrestrial corruption 

which surrounded it and must be 

mortified and purified by seven 

planetary circulations or 

purifications called flying eagles 

(alchemical terminology) in order to 

make it medicinal for the 

restoration of health. (Here the 

emanations from the sun are 

recognized as a medicine for the 

healing of human ills.) The seven 

planetary circulations are 

represented by the 

circumambulations of the Masonic 

lodge; by the marching of the 

Jewish priests seven times around 

the walls of Jericho, and of the 

Mohammedan priests seven times 

around the Kabba at Mecca. From 

the crown of gold project three 

horns of plenty, signifying the 

abundance of the gifts of Nature 

proceeding from one root having its 

origin in the heavens (head of Isis).
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In this figure the pagan naturalists 

represent all the vital powers of 

the three kingdoms and families 

of sublunary nature- mineral, 

plant, and animal (man 

considered as an animal). At one 

of her ears was the moon and at 

the other the sun, to indicate that 

these two were the agent and 

patient, or father and mother 

principles of all natural objects; 

and that Isis, or Nature, makes use 

of these two luminaries to 

communicate her powers to the 

whole empire of animals, 

vegetables, and minerals. On the 

back of her neck were the 

characters of the planets and the 

signs of the zodiac which assisted 

the planets in their functions. This 

signified that the heavenly 

influences directed the destinies 

of the principles and sperms of all 

things, because they were the 

governors of all sublunary bodies, 

which they transformed into little 

worlds made in the image of the 

greater universe.
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Isis holds in her right hand a small 

sailing ship with the spindle of a 

spinning wheel for its mast. From 

the top of the mast projects a 

water jug, its handle shaped like a 

serpent swelled with venom. This 

indicates that Isis steers the bark of 

life, full of troubles and miseries, on 

the stormy ocean of Time. The 

spindle symbolizes the fact that 

she spins and cuts the thread of 

Life. These emblems further signify 

that Isis abounds in humidity, by 

means of which she nourishes all 

natural bodies, preserving them 

from the heat of the sun by 

humidifying them with nutritious 

moisture from the atmosphere. 

Moisture supports vegetation, but 

this subtle humidity (life ether) is 

always more or less infected by 

some venom proceeding from 

corruption or decay. It must be 

purified by being brought into 

contact with the invisible cleansing 

fire of Nature. This fire digests, 

perfects, and revitalizes this 

substance, in order that the 

humidity may become a universal 

medicine to heal and renew all the 

bodies in Nature. 

The serpent throws off its skin 

annually and is thereby renewed 

(symbolic of the resurrection of the 

spiritual life from the material 

nature). This renewal of the earth 

takes place every spring, when the 

vivifying spirit of the sun returns to 

the countries of the Northern 

Hemisphere.
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Neith, the Weaver
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The Three Fates  
by Alexander Rothaug (ca. 1910).
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The symbolic Virgin carries in her left 
hand a sistrum and a cymbal, or 
square frame of metal, which when 
struck gives the key-note of Nature 
(Fa); sometimes also an olive branch, 
to indicate the harmony she 
preserves among natural things with 
her regenerating power. By the 
processes of death and corruption 
she gives life to a number of 
creatures of diverse forms through 
periods of perpetual change. The 
cymbal is made square instead of 
the usual triangular shape in order 
to symbolize that all things are 
transmuted and regenerated 
according to the harmony of the 
four elements. 

Dr. Sigismund Bacstrom believed 
that if a physician could establish 
harmony among the elements of 

earth, fire, air, and water, and unite 
them into a stone (the Philosopher's 
Stone) symbolized by the six-
pointed star or two interlaced 
triangles, he would possess the 
means of healing all disease. Dr. 
Bacstrom further stated that there 
was no doubt in his mind that the 
universal, omnipresent fire (spirit) of 
Nature: "does all and is all in all." By 
attraction, repulsion, motion, heat, 
sublimation, evaporation, 
exsiccation, inspissation, 
coagulation, and fixation, the 
Universal Fire (Spirit) manipulates 
matter, and manifests throughout 
creation. Any individual who can 
understand these principles and 
adapt them to the three 
departments of Nature becomes a 
true philosopher.
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Birth Life Death

Appearance Growth Disappearance

Involution Evolution Obscuration

Inert Motion Activity Rhythmic Motion

Tamasic Life Rajasic Life Sattvic Life

Every manifested life has its three great cycles:

–TCF:6-7



The symbolic Virgin carries in her left 
hand a sistrum and a cymbal, or 
square frame of metal, which when 
struck gives the key-note of Nature 
(Fa); sometimes also an olive branch, 
to indicate the harmony she 
preserves among natural things with 
her regenerating power. By the 
processes of death and corruption 
she gives life to a number of 
creatures of diverse forms through 
periods of perpetual change. The 
cymbal is made square instead of 
the usual triangular shape in order 
to symbolize that all things are 
transmuted and regenerated 
according to the harmony of the 
four elements. 

Dr. Sigismund Bacstrom believed 
that if a physician could establish 
harmony among the elements of 

earth, fire, air, and water, and unite 
them into a stone (the Philosopher's 
Stone) symbolized by the six-
pointed star or two interlaced 
triangles, he would possess the 
means of healing all disease. Dr. 
Bacstrom further stated that there 
was no doubt in his mind that the 
universal, omnipresent fire (spirit) of 
Nature: "does all and is all in all." By 
attraction, repulsion, motion, heat, 
sublimation, evaporation, 
exsiccation, inspissation, 
coagulation, and fixation, the 
Universal Fire (Spirit) manipulates 
matter, and manifests throughout 
creation. Any individual who can 
understand these principles and 
adapt them to the three 
departments of Nature becomes a 
true philosopher.



The symbolic Virgin carries in her left 
hand a sistrum and a cymbal, or 
square frame of metal, which when 
struck gives the key-note of Nature 
(Fa); sometimes also an olive branch, 
to indicate the harmony she 
preserves among natural things with 
her regenerating power. By the 
processes of death and corruption 
she gives life to a number of 
creatures of diverse forms through 
periods of perpetual change. The 
cymbal is made square instead of 
the usual triangular shape in order 
to symbolize that all things are 
transmuted and regenerated 
according to the harmony of the 
four elements. 

Dr. Sigismund Bacstrom believed 
that if a physician could establish 
harmony among the elements of 

earth, fire, air, and water, and unite 
them into a stone (the Philosopher's 
Stone) symbolized by the six-
pointed star or two interlaced 
triangles, he would possess the 
means of healing all disease. Dr. 
Bacstrom further stated that there 
was no doubt in his mind that the 
universal, omnipresent fire (spirit) of 
Nature: "does all and is all in all." By 
attraction, repulsion, motion, heat, 
sublimation, evaporation, 
exsiccation, inspissation, 
coagulation, and fixation, the 
Universal Fire (Spirit) manipulates 
matter, and manifests throughout 
creation. Any individual who can 
understand these principles and 
adapt them to the three 
departments of Nature becomes a 
true philosopher.











Where, then, lies the true, real 

secret so much talked about by 

the Hermetists? That there was 

and there is a secret, no candid 

student of esoteric literature will 

ever doubt. That this great secret, 

commonly termed "the 

philosopher's stone," had a 

spiritual as well as a physical 

meaning attached to it, was 

suspected in all ages. The author 

of “Remarks on Alchemy” very 

truly observes that the subject of 

the Hermetic art is MAN, and the 

object of the art is the perfection 

of man. The fact alone that man, 

in their eyes, is a trinity, which 

they divide into Sol, water of 

mercury, and sulphur, which is 

the secret fire, or, to speak plain, 

into body, soul, and spirit, shows 
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philosopher's stone spiritually--"a 
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Philalethes expresses it. But he is 
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universal solvent of everything--

divine spirit. Man is a correlation 

of chemical physical forces, as 

well as a correlation of spiritual 

powers. –Isis Unveiled, v.1, :338-9
Introitus Apertus ad Occlusum Regis Palatium, by Eirenaeus Philalethes (1628-1665) 







The symbolic Virgin carries in her left 
hand a sistrum and a cymbal, or 
square frame of metal, which when 
struck gives the key-note of Nature 
(Fa); sometimes also an olive branch, 
to indicate the harmony she 
preserves among natural things with 
her regenerating power. By the 
processes of death and corruption 
she gives life to a number of 
creatures of diverse forms through 
periods of perpetual change. The 
cymbal is made square instead of 
the usual triangular shape in order 
to symbolize that all things are 
transmuted and regenerated 
according to the harmony of the 
four elements. 

Dr. Sigismund Bacstrom believed 
that if a physician could establish 
harmony among the elements of 

earth, fire, air, and water, and unite 
them into a stone (the Philosopher's 
Stone) symbolized by the six-
pointed star or two interlaced 
triangles, he would possess the 
means of healing all disease. Dr. 
Bacstrom further stated that there 
was no doubt in his mind that the 
universal, omnipresent fire (spirit) of 
Nature: "does all and is all in all." By 
attraction, repulsion, motion, heat, 
sublimation, evaporation, 
exsiccation, inspissation, 
coagulation, and fixation, the 
Universal Fire (Spirit) manipulates 
matter, and manifests throughout 
creation. Any individual who can 
understand these principles and 
adapt them to the three 
departments of Nature becomes a 
true philosopher.



Our Philosophical mercurial water [secret Fire] is the Key 

whereby all coagulated, fixt and unfixed metallic and 

mineral bodies are radically and physically dissolved and 

reduced into their first principle. This mercurial water has 

been kept very secret by all the philosophers, as the 

secret of the whole art. –Bacstrom's Alchemical Anthology:41
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adapt them to the three 
departments of Nature becomes a 
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•  Attraction: The tendency of some 
substances to draw or adhere to each 
other, often due to magnetic or electric 
forces. In alchemy, attraction was 
sometimes used to separate or purify 
metals, or to explain the affinity of certain 
elements or principles. 

•  Repulsion: The opposite of attraction, 
the tendency of some substances to push 
away or resist each other, often due to 
magnetic or electric forces. In alchemy, 
repulsion was sometimes used to 
separate or purify metals, or to explain the 
antipathy of certain elements or 
principles. 

•  Motion: The change of position or state 
of a substance, often caused by external 
forces or internal impulses. In alchemy, 
motion was considered a sign of life and 
activity, and was essential for the 
generation and transformation of matter. 

Motion was also associated with heat, fire, 
and spirit. 

•  Heat: The degree of intensity of thermal 
energy in a substance, often measured by 
its effect on other substances or on the 
senses. In alchemy, heat was one of the 
four basic qualities that determined the 
nature of matter, along with cold, dryness, 
and moisture. Heat was also a source of 
motion and change, and was often 
applied to substances through fire or 
other means to induce chemical 
reactions. 

•  Sublimation: The process of changing a 
solid substance directly into a gas, 
without passing through a liquid state. In 
alchemy, sublimation was used to purify 
and refine substances, especially volatile 
ones like mercury or sulfur. Sublimation 
was also seen as a symbol of spiritual 
elevation and transcendence. 

Restoration of Symmetry



•  Evaporation: In alchemy, evaporation 
was used to separate and purify 
substances, especially aqueous ones like 
water or alcohol. Evaporation was also seen 
as a symbol of spiritual liberation and 
detachment. 

•  Exsiccation: The process of removing 
moisture from a substance, usually by 
heating it or exposing it to dry air. In 
alchemy, exsiccation was used to dry and 
solidify substances, especially moist ones 
like salt or earth. Exsiccation was also seen 
as a symbol of spiritual consolidation and 
stability. 

•  Inspissation: The process of thickening a 
liquid substance by reducing its volume, 
usually by heating it or evaporating some 
of its solvent. In alchemy, inspissation was 
used to concentrate and enrich substances, 
especially liquid ones like water or oil. 

Inspissation was also seen as a symbol of 
spiritual intensification and potency. 

•  Coagulation: The process of changing a 
fluid substance into a solid or semi-solid 
one, usually by cooling it or adding 
another substance that causes it to clot or 
curdle. In alchemy, coagulation was used to 
fix and congeal substances, especially fluid 
ones like mercury or blood. Coagulation 
was also seen as a symbol of spiritual 
manifestation and completion. 

•  Fixation: The process of making a volatile 
substance stable and resistant to change, 
usually by heating it with another 
substance that binds it or absorbs its 
vapors. In alchemy, fixation was used to 
preserve and perfect substances, especially 
volatile ones like sulfur or spirit. Fixation 
was also seen as a symbol of spiritual 
immortality and perfection. –Chymistry of 

Isaac Newton

–from A Concord of Alchemy and Theology  
by Sir Isaac Newton



  Calcination: The first stage, 
represented by Saturn and lead, 
involved the burning or 
decomposition of a substance into 
ashes. This stage symbolizes the 
destruction of the ego and the 
attachment to material things. 

•  Dissolution: The second stage, 
represent by Jupiter and tin, involves 
the dissolution of the ashes in water or 
acid. This stage symbolizes the release 
of emotions and subconscious 
impulses that were repressed by the 
ego. 

•  Separation: The third stage, 
represented by Mars and iron, involves 
the separation of the pure from the 
impure elements in the solution. This 
stage symbolizes the discernment of 

the true self from the false self, and the 
rejection of what is harmful or 
unnecessary. 

•  Conjunction: The fourth stage, 
represented by Venus and copper, 
involves the recombination of the 
purified elements into a new 
substance. This stage symbolized the 
union of opposites, such as masculine 
and feminine, conscious and 
unconscious, spirit and matter. 

•  Fermentation: The fifth stage, 
represented by Mercury and 
quicksilver, involves the introduction 
of a fermenting agent, such as yeast or 
bacteria, to induce a chemical 
transformation. This stage symbolizes 
the death and rebirth of the substance, 

as well as the alchemist's own spiritual 
awakening. 

•  Distillation: The sixth stage, 
represented by the Moon and silver, 
involves the purification of the 
substance by heating and condensing 
it repeatedly. This stage symbolizes the 
refinement of the spirit and the 
attainment of higher wisdom. 

•  Coagulation: The seventh and final 
stage, represented by the Sun and 
gold, involves the solidification of the 
substance into a red powder or stone. 
This stage symbolizes the completion 
of the Great Work and the 
manifestation of the philosopher's 
stone, which conferred enlightenment 
and immortality on the alchemist. –
Chymistry of Isaac Newton


