
Marble statue of Isis, found at 
Hadrian's Villa (117-138 CE).

















A serpent interwoven among the 

olive leaves on her head, devouring 

its own tail, denotes that the aurific 

unctuosity was soiled with the 

venom of terrestrial corruption 

which surrounded it and must be 

mortified and purified by seven 

planetary circulations or 

purifications called flying eagles 

(alchemical terminology) in order to 

make it medicinal for the 

restoration of health. (Here the 

emanations from the sun are 

recognized as a medicine for the 

healing of human ills.) The seven 

planetary circulations are 

represented by the 

circumambulations of the Masonic 

lodge; by the marching of the 

Jewish priests seven times around 

the walls of Jericho, and of the 

Mohammedan priests seven times 

around the Kabba at Mecca. From 

the crown of gold project three 

horns of plenty, signifying the 

abundance of the gifts of Nature 

proceeding from one root having its 

origin in the heavens (head of Isis).
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Isis holds in her right hand a small 

sailing ship with the spindle of a 

spinning wheel for its mast. From 

the top of the mast projects a 

water jug, its handle shaped like a 

serpent swelled with venom. This 

indicates that Isis steers the bark of 

life, full of troubles and miseries, on 

the stormy ocean of Time. The 

spindle symbolizes the fact that 

she spins and cuts the thread of 

Life. These emblems further signify 

that Isis abounds in humidity, by 

means of which she nourishes all 

natural bodies, preserving them 

from the heat of the sun by 

humidifying them with nutritious 

moisture from the atmosphere. 

Moisture supports vegetation, but 

this subtle humidity (life ether) is 

always more or less infected by 

some venom proceeding from 

corruption or decay. It must be 

purified by being brought into 

contact with the invisible cleansing 

fire of Nature. This fire digests, 

perfects, and revitalizes this 

substance, in order that the 

humidity may become a universal 

medicine to heal and renew all the 

bodies in Nature. 

The serpent throws off its skin 

annually and is thereby renewed 

(symbolic of the resurrection of the 

spiritual life from the material 

nature). This renewal of the earth 

takes place every spring, when the 

vivifying spirit of the sun returns to 

the countries of the Northern 

Hemisphere.



Neith, the Weaver



The Three Fates  
by Alexander Rothaug (ca. 1910).





Birth Life Death

Appearance Growth Disappearance

Involution Evolution Obscuration

Inert Motion Activity Rhythmic Motion

Tamasic Life Rajasic Life Sattvic Life

Every manifested life has its three great cycles:

–TCF:6-7





The symbolic Virgin carries in her left 
hand a sistrum and a cymbal, or 
square frame of metal, which when 
struck gives the key-note of Nature 
(Fa); sometimes also an olive branch, 
to indicate the harmony she 
preserves among natural things with 
her regenerating power. By the 
processes of death and corruption 
she gives life to a number of 
creatures of diverse forms through 
periods of perpetual change. The 
cymbal is made square instead of 
the usual triangular shape in order 
to symbolize that all things are 
transmuted and regenerated 
according to the harmony of the 
four elements. 

Dr. Sigismund Bacstrom believed 
that if a physician could establish 
harmony among the elements of 

earth, fire, air, and water, and unite 
them into a stone (the Philosopher's 
Stone) symbolized by the six-
pointed star or two interlaced 
triangles, he would possess the 
means of healing all disease. Dr. 
Bacstrom further stated that there 
was no doubt in his mind that the 
universal, omnipresent fire (spirit) of 
Nature: "does all and is all in all." By 
attraction, repulsion, motion, heat, 
sublimation, evaporation, 
exsiccation, inspissation, 
coagulation, and fixation, the 
Universal Fire (Spirit) manipulates 
matter, and manifests throughout 
creation. Any individual who can 
understand these principles and 
adapt them to the three 
departments of Nature becomes a 
true philosopher.





  Calcination: The first stage, 
represented by Saturn and lead, 
involved the burning or 
decomposition of a substance into 
ashes. This stage symbolizes the 
destruction of the ego and the 
attachment to material things. 

•  Dissolution: The second stage, 
represent by Jupiter and tin, involves 
the dissolution of the ashes in water or 
acid. This stage symbolizes the release 
of emotions and subconscious 
impulses that were repressed by the 
ego. 

•  Separation: The third stage, 
represented by Mars and iron, involves 
the separation of the pure from the 
impure elements in the solution. This 
stage symbolizes the discernment of 

the true self from the false self, and the 
rejection of what is harmful or 
unnecessary. 

•  Conjunction: The fourth stage, 
represented by Venus and copper, 
involves the recombination of the 
purified elements into a new 
substance. This stage symbolized the 
union of opposites, such as masculine 
and feminine, conscious and 
unconscious, spirit and matter. 

•  Fermentation: The fifth stage, 
represented by Mercury and 
quicksilver, involves the introduction 
of a fermenting agent, such as yeast or 
bacteria, to induce a chemical 
transformation. This stage symbolizes 
the death and rebirth of the substance, 

as well as the alchemist's own spiritual 
awakening. 

•  Distillation: The sixth stage, 
represented by the Moon and silver, 
involves the purification of the 
substance by heating and condensing 
it repeatedly. This stage symbolizes the 
refinement of the spirit and the 
attainment of higher wisdom. 

•  Coagulation: The seventh and final 
stage, represented by the Sun and 
gold, involves the solidification of the 
substance into a red powder or stone. 
This stage symbolizes the completion 
of the Great Work and the 
manifestation of the philosopher's 
stone, which conferred enlightenment 
and immortality on the alchemist. –
Chymistry of Isaac Newton



From the right breast of Isis 

protruded a bunch of grapes and 

from, the left an ear of corn or a 

sheaf of wheat, golden in color. 

These indicate that Nature is the 

source of nutrition for plant, 

animal, and human life, nourishing 

all things from herself. The golden 

color in the wheat (corn) indicates 

that in the sunlight or spiritual gold 

is concealed the first sperm of all 

life. 

On the girdle surrounding the 

upper part of the body of the 

statue appear a number of 

mysterious emblems. The girdle is 

joined together in front by four 

golden plates (the elements), 

placed in the form of a square. This 

signified that Isis, or Nature, the 

first matter (alchemical 

terminology), was the essence- of 

the four elements (life, light, heat, 

and force), which quintessence 

generated all things. Numerous 

stars are represented on this girdle, 

thereby indicating their influence 

in darkness as well as the influence 

of the sun in light. Isis is the Virgin 

immortalized in the constellation 

of Virgo, where the World Mother is 

placed with the serpent under her 

feet and a crown. of stars on her 

head. In her arms she carries a 

sheaf of grain and sometimes the 

young Sun God.
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Tutankhamen’s burial headdress
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First, she [Isis] was the Abyss of 

birth represented by the dragon; 

second, the Goddess of the 

Great Bear; third, the Wateress 

with streaming breasts in the 

Hermean zodiac; and lastly she 

was portrayed as the virgin 

mother in the sign of Virgo and 

the Bringer forth in the sign of 

Pisces, where she is half-fish and 

half-human, and thus combines 

the two truths of water and 

breath in one image. Ishtar-Bilit, 

the genitrix in her dual character 

of Venus above and Venus 

below the horizon was 

worshipped in the temples of 

Syria, as at Hierapolis, under the 

form of a statue with a golden 

dove on her head, one of her 

names there being Semiramis. 

Lucian calls Semiramis the 

daughter of Derketo (Atergatis) 

whom he saw in Phoenicia as a 

woman with the tail of a fish, 

whereas at Hierapolis she was 

woman all over. The fish 

denoted the element of water; 

the dove signified the soul of 

breath that was derived from 

the mother. The breath or spirit 

of life was first perceived in 

motherhood, and the two truths 

of the water and breath were 

assigned to the mother. –The 

Natural Genesis, v.1:471
Semiramis, by William Story, 1873



The statue of Isis was placed on a 

pedestal of dark stone 

ornamented with rams' heads. Her 

feet trod upon a number of 

venomous reptiles. This indicates 

that Nature has power to free from 

acidity or saltness all corrosives 

and to overcome all impurities 

from terrestrial corruption 

adhering to bodies. The rams' 

heads indicate that the most 

auspicious time for the generation 

of life is during the period when 

the sun passes through the sign of 

Aries. The serpents under her feet 

indicate that Nature is inclined to 

preserve life and to heal disease by 

expelling impurities and 

corruption. 

In this sense the axioms known to 

the ancient philosophers are 

verified; namely: 

Nature contains Nature, 

Nature rejoices in her own nature, 

Nature surmounts Nature; 

Nature cannot be amended but in 

her own nature. 

Therefore, in contemplating the 

statue of Isis, we must not lose 

sight of the occult sense of its 

allegories; otherwise, the Virgin 

remains an inexplicable enigma.
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The serpent was a supreme type of the encircler 

and turner-round. One of its names in Egyptian 

is Rer, Rru or Ru. Rer denotes the circuit, to go 

round and make the circuit. This also was a 

symbol of the old mother who bears its name as 

Rerit or Lelit (written with the L) the serpent-

woman Lilith of Rabbinical tradition. Speaking 

under this type the Osirified deceased says, “I 

pass through substances. I pierce the darkness. 

Hidden reptile is my name. The soul of my body 

is a serpent of life!” –Natural Genesis, v.2:14

Metternich Stele
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An imaginative 17th-century 

depiction of the Emerald 

Tablet from the work of 

Heinrich Khunrath, 1606.
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From a golden ring on her left arm 

a line descends, to the end of 

which is suspended a deep box 

filled with flaming coals and 

incense. Isis, or Nature personified, 

carries with her the sacred fire, 

religiously preserved and kept 

burning in a special temple by the 

vestal virgins. This fire is the 

genuine, immortal flame of 

Nature--ethereal, essential, the 

author of life. The inconsumable 

oil; the balsam of life, so much 

praised by the wise and so often 

referred to in the Scriptures, is 

frequently symbolized as the fuel 

of this immortal flame. 

From the right arm of the figure 

also descends a thread, to the end 

of which is fastened a pair of 

scales, to denote the exactitude of 

Nature in her weights and 

measures. Isis is often represented 

as the symbol of justice, because 

Nature is eternally consistent.
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Themis







Aroueris, or Thoth, was one of the five 

immortals, protected the infant Horus 

from the wrath of Typhon after the 

murder of Osiris. He also revised the 

ancient Egyptian calendar by increasing 

the year from 360 days to 365. Thoth 

Hermes was called "The Dog-Headed" 

because of his faithfulness and integrity. 

He is shown crowned with a solar nimbus, 

carrying in one hand the Crux Ansata, the 

symbol of eternal life, and in the other a 

serpent-wound staff symbolic of his 

dignity as counselor of the gods.
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Isis is shown with her son Horus in her 

arms. She is crowned with the lunar orb, 

ornamented with the horns of rams or 

bulls. Orus, or Horus as he is more 

generally known, was the son of Isis and 

Osiris. He was the god of time, hours, 

days, and this narrow span of life 

recognized as mortal existence. In all 

probability, the four sons of Horus 

represent the four kingdoms of Nature. It 

was Horus who finally avenged the 

murder of his father, Osiris, by slaying 

Typhon, the spirit of Evil.
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The World Virgin is sometimes 

shown standing between two 

great pillars--the Jachin and Boaz 

of Freemasonry--symbolizing the 

fact that Nature attains 

productivity by means of polarity. 

As wisdom personified, Isis stands 

between the pillars of opposites, 

demonstrating that understanding 

is always found at the point of 

equilibrium and that truth is often 

crucified between the two thieves 

of apparent contradiction. 





The title, High Priestess, means 

literally "chief feminine elder," or 

primary receptive aspect of the Life-

power. In Hindu philosophy this is 

Prakriti, the precosmic root 

substance which is the substratum 

beneath all the objective planes of 

existence. Thus the woman in Key 2 

is in one sense identical with the 

First Mother, or First Matter, of the 

alchemists, who often call this Prima 

Materia their Virgin Diana. Diana is 

the goddess of the crescent Moon. 

She is also the Great Hecate of 

Greek occult philosophy. Hecate, 

often confused in ancient 

mythology with Luna, was 

supposed to have all secret powers 

of nature at her command. In fact, 

the High Priestess corresponds to 

all the virgin goddesses of the 

ancient world - to Artemis, guardian 

and helper of childbirth, to Maia, 

mother of Hermes, to Bona Dea, 

who "out of modesty never left her 

bower, or let herself be seen of 

men," and to Kybele, whose 

sanctuaries were caves. Dr. Waite 

says "she is the spiritual Bride and 

Mother, the daughter of the stars. . . 

the Queen of the borrowed light, 

but this is the light of all." Thus she 

also represents Eve, before her 

union with Adam. –The Tarot:50-1



The sheen of gold in her dark hair 
indicates that while she is lunar, her 
power is due to the sun's rays, from 
which she secures her ruddy 
complexion. As the moon is robed 
in the reflected light of the sun, so 
Isis, like the virgin of Revelation, is 
clothed in the glory of solar 
luminosity. Apuleius states that 
while he was sleeping he beheld 
the venerable goddess Isis rising 
out of the ocean. The ancients 
realized that the primary forms of 
life first came out of water, and 
modem science concurs in this 
view. H. G. Wells, in his Outline of 
History, describing primitive life on 
the earth, states: "But though the 
ocean and inter-tidal water already 
swarmed with life, the land above 
the high-tide line was still, so far as 
we can guess, a stony wilderness 
without a trace of life." In the next 

chapter he adds: "Wherever the 
shore-line ran there was life, and 
that life went on in and by and with 
water as its home, its medium, and 
its fundamental necessity." The 
ancients believed that the universal 
sperm proceeded from warm vapor, 
humid but fiery. The veiled Isis, 
whose very coverings represent 
vapor, is symbolic of this humidity, 
which is the carrier or vehicle for the 
sperm life of the sun, represented 
by a child in her arms. Because the 
sun, moon, and stars in setting 
appear to sink into the sea and also 
because the water receives their 
rays into itself, the sea was believed 
to be the breeding ground for the 
sperm of living things. This sperm is 
generated from the combination of 
the influences of the celestial 
bodies; hence Isis is sometimes 
represented as pregnant.
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the venerable goddess Isis rising 
out of the ocean. The ancients 
realized that the primary forms of 
life first came out of water, and 
modem science concurs in this 
view. H. G. Wells, in his Outline of 
History, describing primitive life on 
the earth, states: "But though the 
ocean and inter-tidal water already 
swarmed with life, the land above 
the high-tide line was still, so far as 
we can guess, a stony wilderness 
without a trace of life." In the next 
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sun, moon, and stars in setting 
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because the water receives their 
rays into itself, the sea was believed 
to be the breeding ground for the 
sperm of living things. This sperm is 
generated from the combination of 
the influences of the celestial 
bodies; hence Isis is sometimes 
represented as pregnant.
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The sheen of gold in her dark hair 
indicates that while she is lunar, her 
power is due to the sun's rays, from 
which she secures her ruddy 
complexion. As the moon is robed 
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view. H. G. Wells, in his Outline of 
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the earth, states: "But though the 
ocean and inter-tidal water already 
swarmed with life, the land above 
the high-tide line was still, so far as 
we can guess, a stony wilderness 
without a trace of life." In the next 

chapter he adds: "Wherever the 
shore-line ran there was life, and 
that life went on in and by and with 
water as its home, its medium, and 
its fundamental necessity." The 
ancients believed that the universal 
sperm proceeded from warm vapor, 
humid but fiery. The veiled Isis, 
whose very coverings represent 
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which is the carrier or vehicle for the 
sperm life of the sun, represented 
by a child in her arms. Because the 
sun, moon, and stars in setting 
appear to sink into the sea and also 
because the water receives their 
rays into itself, the sea was believed 
to be the breeding ground for the 
sperm of living things. This sperm is 
generated from the combination of 
the influences of the celestial 
bodies; hence Isis is sometimes 
represented as pregnant.



Frequently the statue of Isis was 

accompanied by the figure of a 

large black and white ox. The ox 

represents either Osiris as Taurus, 

the bull of the zodiac, or Apis, an 

animal sacred to Osiris because of 

its peculiar markings and 

colorings. Among the Egyptians, 

the bull was a beast of burden. 

Hence the presence of the animal 

was a reminder of the labors 

patiently performed by Nature 

that all creatures may have life and 

health. Harpocrates, the God of 

Silence, holding his fingers to his 

mouth, often accompanies the 

statue of Isis. He warns all to keep 

the secrets of the wise from those 

unfit to know them. 

The Druids of Britain and Gaul had 

a deep knowledge concerning the 

mysteries of Isis and worshiped her 

under the symbol of the moon. 

Godfrey Higgins considers it a 

mistake to regard Isis as 

synonymous with the moon. The 

moon was chosen for Isis because 

of its dominion over water. The 

Druids considered the sun to be 

the father and the moon the 

mother of all things. By means of 

these symbols they worshiped 

Universal Nature.
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Harpocrates, Silver statuette, Ptolemaic Dynasty, 350-30 BC. 
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The Greek Selene



Belenus



The figure of Isis is sometimes used 
to represent the occult and magical 
arts, such as necromancy, 
invocation, sorcery, and 
thaumaturgy. In one of the myths 
concerning her, Isis is said to have 
conjured the invincible God of 
Eternities, Ra, to tell her his secret 
and sacred name, which he did. This 
name is equivalent to the Lost Word 
of Masonry. By means of this Word, 
a magician can demand obedience 
from the invisible and superior 
deities. The priests of Isis became 
adepts in the use of the unseen 
forces of Nature. They understood 
hypnotism, mesmerism, and similar 
practices long before the modem 

world dreamed of their existence. 
Plutarch describes the requisites of 
a follower of Isis in this manner: "For 
as 'tis not the length of the beard, or 
the coarseness of the habit which 
makes a philosopher, so neither will 
those frequent shavings, or the 
mere wearing [of ] a linen vestment 
constitute a votary of Isis; but he 
alone is a true servant or follower of 
this Goddess, who after he has 
heard, and been made acquainted 
in a proper manner with the history 
of the actions of these Gods, 
searches into the hidden truths 
which he concealed under them, 
and examines the whole by the 
dictates of reason and philosophy." 
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of Masonry. By means of this Word, 
a magician can demand obedience 
from the invisible and superior 
deities. The priests of Isis became 
adepts in the use of the unseen 
forces of Nature. They understood 
hypnotism, mesmerism, and similar 
practices long before the modem 

world dreamed of their existence. 
Plutarch describes the requisites of 
a follower of Isis in this manner: "For 
as 'tis not the length of the beard, or 
the coarseness of the habit which 
makes a philosopher, so neither will 
those frequent shavings, or the 
mere wearing [of ] a linen vestment 
constitute a votary of Isis; but he 
alone is a true servant or follower of 
this Goddess, who after he has 
heard, and been made acquainted 
in a proper manner with the history 
of the actions of these Gods, 
searches into the hidden truths 
which he concealed under them, 
and examines the whole by the 
dictates of reason and philosophy." 
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During the Middle Ages the 

troubadours of Central Europe 

preserved in song the legends of 

this Egyptian goddess. They 

composed sonnets to the most 

beautiful woman in all the world. 

Though few ever discovered her 

identity, she was Sophia, the 

Virgin of Wisdom, whom all the 

philosophers of the world have 

wooed. Isis represents the 

mystery of motherhood, which 

the ancients recognized as the 

most apparent proof of Nature's 

omniscient wisdom and God's 

overshadowing power. To the 

modern seeker she is the 

epitome of the Great Unknown, 

and only those who unveil her 

will be able to solve the 

mysteries of life, death, 

generation, and regeneration.



During the Middle Ages the 

troubadours of Central Europe 

preserved in song the legends of 

this Egyptian goddess. They 

composed sonnets to the most 

beautiful woman in all the world. 

Though few ever discovered her 

identity, she was Sophia, the 

Virgin of Wisdom, whom all the 

philosophers of the world have 

wooed. Isis represents the 

mystery of motherhood, which 

the ancients recognized as the 

most apparent proof of Nature's 

omniscient wisdom and God's 

overshadowing power. To the 

modern seeker she is the 

epitome of the Great Unknown, 

and only those who unveil her 

will be able to solve the 

mysteries of life, death, 

generation, and regeneration.



Now has come the cold season 

when I can cast off my grief, 

for never again can it avail me 

the fair weather or the colours 

or the coolness or the warmth, 

for never again can it avail me 

the fair lady who took me from myself. 

Venus, who with all colours 

makes the world bright and serene, 

and gives joy and worth 

to men and to women, 

is not at all of her worth 

that her mortal body sustains her,  

but never again can she hold it. 
–by Raimbaut de Vaqueiras.

Raimbaut de Vaqueiras



In his treatise On Isis and Osiris, 
Plutarch, the ancient Greek 
philosopher, biographer and 
initiate, at one time priest of the 
Delphic Apollo, tells us that over 
the portal of the Temple of Isis in 
Egypt the following mystical words 
were engraven in everlasting stone:                               
“Isis am I; all that was, all that is, all 
that ever will be. And no one of 
mortals has ever discovered my 
garment.” 

As will be noticed, our rendering of 
this famous inscription differs 
somewhat from the one usually 
given: ". . . and no mortal has ever 
lifted my veil." This is an important 
difference, because it introduces a 
new significance to the meaning of 
the Greek phrase, really more close 
to the deep esoteric sense of this 
majestic declaration. It is 

noteworthy that Plutarch ends this 
inscription after the words 
"discovered my garment," whereas 
Proclus, the well-known 
Neoplatonic philosopher, says that 
it also contained the further words: 
“The fruit that I brought forth 
became the sun.” There are two 
explanations of this statement. The 
first is that the eternal wisdom or 
Sophia, which has always been, 
now is, and always will be, is the 
virgin-mother of initiates: a mother 
always fertile, always bringing forth 
a constant, uninterrupted series of 
buddha-like men. This is the 
ancient wisdom, a wisdom ever 
enduring, a representation in 
human terms of the operation, 
structure, and very nature of the 
universe — divine, spiritual, astral 
and physical. Such was the mystic 
Isis. –Fountain Source of Occultism:416The goddess Sophia
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