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From the right breast of Isis 

protruded a bunch of grapes and 

from, the left an ear of corn or a 

sheaf of wheat, golden in color. 

These indicate that Nature is the 

source of nutrition for plant, 

animal, and human life, nourishing 

all things from herself. The golden 

color in the wheat (corn) indicates 

that in the sunlight or spiritual gold 

is concealed the first sperm of all 

life. 

On the girdle surrounding the 

upper part of the body of the 

statue appear a number of 

mysterious emblems. The girdle is 

joined together in front by four 

golden plates (the elements), 

placed in the form of a square. This 

signified that Isis, or Nature, the 

first matter (alchemical 

terminology), was the essence- of 

the four elements (life, light, heat, 

and force), which quintessence 

generated all things. Numerous 

stars are represented on this girdle, 

thereby indicating their influence 

in darkness as well as the influence 

of the sun in light. Isis is the Virgin 

immortalized in the constellation 

of Virgo, where the World Mother is 

placed with the serpent under her 

feet and a crown. of stars on her 

head. In her arms she carries a 

sheaf of grain and sometimes the 

young Sun God.
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The statue of Isis was placed on a 

pedestal of dark stone 

ornamented with rams' heads. Her 

feet trod upon a number of 

venomous reptiles. This indicates 

that Nature has power to free from 

acidity or saltness all corrosives 

and to overcome all impurities 

from terrestrial corruption 

adhering to bodies. The rams' 

heads indicate that the most 

auspicious time for the generation 

of life is during the period when 

the sun passes through the sign of 

Aries. The serpents under her feet 

indicate that Nature is inclined to 

preserve life and to heal disease by 

expelling impurities and 

corruption. 

In this sense the axioms known to 

the ancient philosophers are 

verified; namely: 

Nature contains Nature, 

Nature rejoices in her own nature, 

Nature surmounts Nature; 

Nature cannot be amended but in 

her own nature. 

Therefore, in contemplating the 

statue of Isis, we must not lose 

sight of the occult sense of its 

allegories; otherwise, the Virgin 

remains an inexplicable enigma.
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The title, High Priestess, means 

literally "chief feminine elder," or 
primary receptive aspect of the 
Life-power. In Hindu philosophy 

this is Prakriti, the precosmic root 

substance which is the substratum 

beneath all the objective planes of 

existence. Thus the woman in Key 2 

is in one sense identical with the 

First Mother, or First Matter, of the 

alchemists, who often call this Prima 

Materia their Virgin Diana. Diana is 

the goddess of the crescent Moon. 

She is also the Great Hecate of 

Greek occult philosophy. Hecate, 

often confused in ancient 

mythology with Luna, was 

supposed to have all secret powers 

of nature at her command. In fact, 

the High Priestess corresponds to 

all the virgin goddesses of the 

ancient world - to Artemis, guardian 

and helper of childbirth, to Maia, 

mother of Hermes, to Bona Dea, 

who "out of modesty never left her 

bower, or let herself be seen of 

men," and to Kybele, whose 

sanctuaries were caves. Dr. Waite 

says "she is the spiritual Bride and 

Mother, the daughter of the stars. . . 

the Queen of the borrowed light, 

but this is the light of all." Thus she 

also represents Eve, before her 

union with Adam. –The Tarot:50-1



The Virgin of Revelation



Birth of Venus  by Alessandro Boticelli





The goddess Sophia



MUMMIFICATION OF THE EGYPTIAN DEAD 

Servius, commenting on Virgil's Æneid, 

observes that "the wise Egyptians took care 

to embalm their bodies, and deposit them 

in catacombs, in order that the soul might 

be preserved for a long time in connection 

with the body, and might not soon be 

alienated; while the Romans, with an 

opposite design, committed the remains of 

their dead to the funeral pile, intending 

that the vital spark might immediately be 

restored to the general element, or return 

to its pristine nature." (From Prichard's An 

Analysis of the Egyptian Mythology.)
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Egyptian Ba



Agricultural Scenes  

from the Tomb of Nakht



The connection between the Ba and the body was essential for the soul's 

eternal existence, as it enabled the Ba to join with another aspect of the 

soul, the Ka, which was the vital force or life energy that animated the 

body. The Ka also needed offerings of food and drink to survive, and these 

were brought to the tomb by relatives or priests. The union of the Ba and 

the Ka resulted in the creation of another aspect of the soul, the Akh, 

which was the intellect or wisdom that transcended death and attained a 

higher state of being. –worldhistory.orgEgyptian Ka

Egyptian Akh
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Ancient Roman funeral pyre and funeral procession

Ancient Roman burial urn



Ruins of the Mausoleum of Augustus, 28 B.C.E.



No complete records are available 
which give the secret doctrine of the 
Egyptians concerning the relationship 
existing between the spirit, or 
consciousness, and the body which it 
inhabited. It is reasonably certain, 
however, that Pythagoras, who had 
been initiated in the Egyptian temples, 
when he promulgated the doctrine of 
metempsychosis, restated, in part at 
least, the teachings of the Egyptian 
initiates. The popular supposition that 
the Egyptians mummified their dead in 
order to preserve the form for a 
physical resurrection is untenable in 
the light of modern knowledge 
regarding their philosophy of death. In 
the fourth book of On Abstinence from 
Animal Food, Porphyry describes an 
Egyptian custom of purifying the dead 
by removing the contents of the 
abdominal cavity, which they placed in 
a separate chest. He then reproduces 
the following oration which had been 

translated out of the Egyptian tongue 
by Euphantus: "O sovereign Sun, and all 
ye Gods who impart life to men, receive 
me, and deliver me to the eternal Gods 
as a cohabitant. For I have always 
piously worshipped those divinities 
which were pointed out to me by my 
parents as long as I lived in this age, 
and have likewise always honored 
those who procreated my body. And, 
with respect to other men, I have never 
slain any one, nor defrauded any one of 
what he deposited with me, nor have I 
committed any other atrocious deed. If, 
therefore, during my life I have acted 
erroneously, by eating or drinking 
things which it is unlawful to eat or 
drink, I have not erred through myself, 
but through these" (pointing to the 
chest which contained the viscera). The 
removal of the organs identified as the 
seat of the appetites was considered 
equivalent to the purification of the 
body from their evil influences.
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Thus the philosophy of psychic, spiritual, and 
mental relations with man’s physical functions is 
in almost inextricable confusion. Neither the old 
Aryan, nor the Egyptian psychology are now 
properly understood. Nor can they be 
assimilated without accepting the esoteric 
septenary, or, at any rate, the Vedantic [fivefold] 
division of the human inner principles. Failing 
which, it will be for ever impossible to 
understand the metaphysical and purely 
psychic and even physiological relations 

between the Dhyan-Chohans, or Angels, on the 
one plane, and humanity on the other. No 
Eastern (Aryan) esoteric works are so far 
published, but we possess the Egyptian papyri 
which speak clearly of the seven principles or 
the “Seven Souls of Man.” The Book of the Dead 
gives a complete list of the “transformations” 
that every defunct undergoes, while divesting 
himself, one by one, of all those principles — 
materialised for the sake of clearness into 
ethereal entities or bodies. We must, moreover, 

remind those who try to prove that the ancient 
Egyptians knew nothing of, and did not teach 
Reincarnation, that the “ Soul ” (the Ego or Self ) 
of the defunct is said to be living in Eternity: it is 
immortal, “co-eval with, and disappearing with 
the Solar boat,” i.e., for the cycle of necessity. 
This “Soul” emerges from the Tiaou (the realm of 
the cause of life) and joins the living on Earth by 
day, to return to Tiaou every night. This 
expresses the periodical existences of the Ego. 
(Book of the Dead, cvxliii.) –SD1:226-7

Ra travelling through the underworld in his barque,  

from the Book of Gates  in the tomb of Ramses I, circa 1290 BCE.

https://www.worldhistory.org/tomb/
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There was not a philosopher of any 

notoriety who did not hold to this 

doctrine of metempsychosis, as 

taught by the Brahmans, Buddhists, 

and later by the Pythagoreans, in its 

esoteric sense, whether he expressed 

it more or less intelligibly. Origen and 

Clemens Alexandrinus, Synesius and 

Chalcidius, all believed in it; and the 

Gnostics, who are unhesitatingly 

proclaimed by history as a body of 

the most refined, learned, and 

enlightened men, were all believers in 

metempsychosis. Socrates 

entertained opinions identical with 

those of Pythagoras; and both, as the 

penalty of their divine philosophy, 

were put to a violent death. The 

rabble has been the same in all ages. 

Materialism has been, and will ever be 

blind to spiritual truths. These 

philosophers held, with the Hindus, 

that God had infused into matter a 

portion of his own Divine Spirit, 

which animates and moves every 

particle. They taught that men have 

two souls, of separate and quite 

different natures: the one perishable--

the Astral Soul, or the inner, fluidic 

body--the other incorruptible and 

immortal--the Augoeides, or portion 

of the Divine Spirit –Isis Unveiled, v.1, p.7

Metempsychosis, by Rinnetenshō



The cosmological theory of numerals 

which Pythagoras learned from the 

Egyptian hierophants, is alone able to 

reconcile the two units, matter and spirit, 

and cause each to demonstrate the other 

mathematically. The sacred numbers of the 

universe in their esoteric combination 

solve the great problem and explain the 

theory of radiation and the cycle of the 

emanations. The lower orders before they 

develop into higher ones must emanate 

from the higher spiritual ones, and when 

arrived at the turning-point, be reabsorbed 

again into the infinite. –Isis Unveiled, v.1, p.7

Pythagoras
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We are taught that for 3000 years at 

least the “mummy,” notwithstanding 

all the chemical preparations, goes 

on throwing off, to the last, invisible 

atoms which, from the hour of 

death, re-entering the various 

vortices of being, go through every 

variety of organized life forms. But it 

is not the soul, the fifth, least of all 

the sixth principle, but the life 

atoms of the jiva, the second 

principle [that makes this journey]. 

At the end of 3000 years, sometimes 

more, and sometimes less, after 

endless transmigrations all these 

atoms are once more drawn 

together, and are made to form the 

new outer clothing or the body of 

the same monad (the real soul) 

which had already been clothed 

with [them] two or three thousands 

of years before. Even in the worst 

case, that of the annihilation of the 

conscious personal principle, the 

monad or individual soul is ever the 

same as are also the atoms of the 

lower principles which, regenerated 

and renewed in this ever-flowing 

river of being, are magnetically 

drawn together owing to their 

affinity, and are once more 

reincarnated together. Such was the 

true occult theory of the Egyptians. 
–HPB’s Collected Works, v.4, p.559

Mummy of a boy, 

2nd c. AD,  Thebes, Egypt.



No complete records are available 
which give the secret doctrine of the 
Egyptians concerning the relationship 
existing between the spirit, or 
consciousness, and the body which it 
inhabited. It is reasonably certain, 
however, that Pythagoras, who had 
been initiated in the Egyptian temples, 
when he promulgated the doctrine of 
metempsychosis, restated, in part at 
least, the teachings of the Egyptian 
initiates. The popular supposition that 
the Egyptians mummified their dead in 
order to preserve the form for a 
physical resurrection is untenable in 
the light of modern knowledge 
regarding their philosophy of death. In 
the fourth book of On Abstinence from 
Animal Food, Porphyry describes an 
Egyptian custom of purifying the dead 
by removing the contents of the 
abdominal cavity, which they placed in 
a separate chest. He then reproduces 
the following oration which had been 

translated out of the Egyptian tongue 
by Euphantus: "O sovereign Sun, and all 
ye Gods who impart life to men, receive 
me, and deliver me to the eternal Gods 
as a cohabitant. For I have always 
piously worshipped those divinities 
which were pointed out to me by my 
parents as long as I lived in this age, 
and have likewise always honored 
those who procreated my body. And, 
with respect to other men, I have never 
slain any one, nor defrauded any one of 
what he deposited with me, nor have I 
committed any other atrocious deed. If, 
therefore, during my life I have acted 
erroneously, by eating or drinking 
things which it is unlawful to eat or 
drink, I have not erred through myself, 
but through these" (pointing to the 
chest which contained the viscera). The 
removal of the organs identified as the 
seat of the appetites was considered 
equivalent to the purification of the 
body from their evil influences.





No complete records are available 
which give the secret doctrine of the 
Egyptians concerning the relationship 
existing between the spirit, or 
consciousness, and the body which it 
inhabited. It is reasonably certain, 
however, that Pythagoras, who had 
been initiated in the Egyptian temples, 
when he promulgated the doctrine of 
metempsychosis, restated, in part at 
least, the teachings of the Egyptian 
initiates. The popular supposition that 
the Egyptians mummified their dead in 
order to preserve the form for a 
physical resurrection is untenable in 
the light of modern knowledge 
regarding their philosophy of death. In 
the fourth book of On Abstinence from 
Animal Food, Porphyry describes an 
Egyptian custom of purifying the dead 
by removing the contents of the 
abdominal cavity, which they placed in 
a separate chest. He then reproduces 
the following oration which had been 

translated out of the Egyptian tongue 
by Euphantus: "O sovereign Sun, and all 
ye Gods who impart life to men, receive 
me, and deliver me to the eternal Gods 
as a cohabitant. For I have always 
piously worshipped those divinities 
which were pointed out to me by my 
parents as long as I lived in this age, 
and have likewise always honored 
those who procreated my body. And, 
with respect to other men, I have never 
slain any one, nor defrauded any one of 
what he deposited with me, nor have I 
committed any other atrocious deed. If, 
therefore, during my life I have acted 
erroneously, by eating or drinking 
things which it is unlawful to eat or 
drink, I have not erred through myself, 
but through these" (pointing to the 
chest which contained the viscera). The 
removal of the organs identified as the 
seat of the appetites was considered 
equivalent to the purification of the 
body from their evil influences.



In his work on Egyptian Magic, S.S.D.D. hazards 
the following speculation concerning the esoteric 
purposes behind the practice of mummification. 
"There is every reason to suppose," he says, "that 
only those who had received some grade of 
initiation were mummified; for it is certain that, in 
the eyes of the Egyptians, mummification 
effectually prevented reincarnation. 
Reincarnation was necessary to imperfect souls, 
to those who had failed to pass the tests of 
initiation; but for those who had the Will and the 
capacity to enter the Secret Adytum, there was 
seldom necessity for that liberation of the soul 
which is said to be effected by the destruction of 
the body. The body of the Initiate was therefore 
preserved after death as a species of Talisman or 
material basis for the manifestation of the Soul 
upon earth.” 

During the period of its inception mummification 
was limited to the Pharaoh and such other 
persons of royal rank as presumably partook of 
the attributes of the great Osiris, the divine, 
mummified King of the Egyptian Underworld.
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Osiris is often represented with the 
lower part of his body enclosed in a 
mummy case or wrapped about with 
funeral bandages. Man's spirit consists 
of three distinct parts, only one of 
which incarnates in physical form. The 
human body was considered to be a 
tomb or sepulcher of this incarnating 
spirit. Therefore Osiris, a symbol of the 
incarnating ego, was represented with 
the lower half of his body mummified 
to indicate that he was the living spirit 
of man enclosed within the material 
form symbolized by the mummy case. 

There is a romance between the active 
principle of God and the passive 
principle of Nature. From the union of 
these two principles is produced the 
rational creation. Man is a composite 
creature. From his Father (the active 

principle) he inherits his Divine Spirit, 
the fire of aspiration--that immortal 
part of himself which rises triumphant 
from the broken clay of mortality: that 
part which remains after the natural 
organisms have disintegrated or have 
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Primitive man was wont to associate 

the Creative Principle with the 

attributes of either the male or the 

female sex. In those days human 

survival depended on brawn rather 

than brain. The dominance of the 

male was unquestioned; hence 

masculine characteristics were 

assigned to God. Later when man 

had reached a state of comparative 

physical security and had turned to 

the culture of his ethical nature, his 

appreciation increased for the finer 

and more idealistic feminine 

qualities; these he subsequently 

incorporated into his of Deity. The 

God of the state thus became 

essentially masculine, the God of the 

church feminine, and the God of 

philosophy androgynous. To these 

the modern world has contributed a 

fourth– or scientific– concept in 

which the Creative Agent is 

regarded as sexless. In the view of 

the theologian, the Madonna who 

gives birth to the Man Child signifies 

the priority of the mother aspect of 

Divinity, the maternal creative 

function being considered as the 

highest expression of being. The 

vesica pisces or oval nimbus, in 

which the figure stands, represents 

the glorification of the Creative 

Power as exemplified in 

motherhood. The Christ Child always 

symbolizes Wisdom; the Virgin 

Mother, Faith. The figure therefore 

declares that Wisdom, born of Faith, 

shall redeem the world now 

encircled by the serpent of evil.

CELESTIAL VIRGIN WITH SUN GOD IN HER ARMS
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The sheen of gold in her dark hair 
indicates that while she is lunar, her 
power is due to the sun's rays, from 
which she secures her ruddy 
complexion. As the moon is robed 
in the reflected light of the sun, so 
Isis, like the virgin of Revelation, is 
clothed in the glory of solar 
luminosity. Apuleius states that 
while he was sleeping he beheld 
the venerable goddess Isis rising 
out of the ocean. The ancients 
realized that the primary forms of 
life first came out of water, and 
modem science concurs in this 
view. H. G. Wells, in his Outline of 
History, describing primitive life on 
the earth, states: "But though the 
ocean and inter-tidal water already 
swarmed with life, the land above 
the high-tide line was still, so far as 
we can guess, a stony wilderness 
without a trace of life." In the next 

chapter he adds: "Wherever the 
shore-line ran there was life, and 
that life went on in and by and with 
water as its home, its medium, and 
its fundamental necessity." The 
ancients believed that the universal 
sperm proceeded from warm vapor, 
humid but fiery. The veiled Isis, 
whose very coverings represent 
vapor, is symbolic of this humidity, 
which is the carrier or vehicle for the 

sperm life of the sun, represented 

by a child in her arms. Because the 
sun, moon, and stars in setting 
appear to sink into the sea and also 
because the water receives their 
rays into itself, the sea was believed 
to be the breeding ground for the 
sperm of living things. This sperm is 
generated from the combination of 
the influences of the celestial 
bodies; hence Isis is sometimes 
represented as pregnant.



The Ptolemaic king stands before Min, the ithyphallic god of fertility, and offers him the eye of Horus.
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Virgin of the Lilies, Bouguereau, 1899

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bouguereau
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THE adoration of the sun was one 
of the earliest and most natural 
forms of religious expression. 
Complex modern theologies are 
merely involvements and 
amplifications of this simple 
aboriginal belief. The primitive 
mind, recognizing the beneficent 
power of the solar orb, adored it as 
the proxy of the Supreme Deity. 
Concerning the origin of sun 
worship, Albert Pike makes the 
following concise statement in his 
Morals and Dogma: "To them 
[aboriginal peoples] he [the sun] 
was the innate fire of bodies, the 
fire of Nature. Author of Life, heat, 
and ignition, he was to them the 
efficient cause of all generation, for 
without him there was no 
movement, no existence, no form. 

He was to them immense, 
indivisible, imperishable, and 
everywhere present. It was their 
need of light, and of his creative 
energy, that was felt by all men; and 
nothing was more fearful to them 
than his absence. His beneficent 
influences caused his identification 
with the Principle of Good; and the 
BRAHMA of the Hindus, and 
MITHRAS of the Persians, and 
ATHOM, AMUN, PHTHA, and OSIRIS, 
of the Egyptians, the BEL of the 
Chaldeans, the ADONAI of the 
Phœnicians, the ADONIS and 
APOLLO of the Greeks, became but 
personifications of the Sun, the 
regenerating Principle, image of 
that fecundity which perpetuates 
and rejuvenates the world's 
existence."
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A solar representation on an anthropomorphic stele 
from Rocher des Doms, France, Chasséen culture, 
5th-4th millennia BC.
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Liza was the Sun god to the Fon people of 
West Africa. His sister was the Moon god 
Mawu. The two were twins, but were also 
lovers. Together, they created the 
Universe with the help of the cosmic 
serpent, Da. 

It is said that Liza used his son, Gu to 
shape the world. Gu was the divine tool in 
the shape of an iron sword. He taught the 
people many different crafts, including 
ironworking. –windows2universe.org 

Liza and Mawu
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indivisible, imperishable, and 
everywhere present. It was their 
need of light, and of his creative 
energy, that was felt by all men; and 
nothing was more fearful to them 
than his absence. His beneficent 
influences caused his identification 
with the Principle of Good; and the 
BRAHMA of the Hindus, and 
MITHRAS of the Persians, and 
ATHOM, AMUN, PHTHA, and OSIRIS, 
of the Egyptians, the BEL of the 
Chaldeans, the ADONAI of the 
Phœnicians, the ADONIS and 
APOLLO of the Greeks, became but 
personifications of the Sun, the 
regenerating Principle, image of 
that fecundity which perpetuates 
and rejuvenates the world's 
existence."



To those ancient peoples, this earth was the 
centre of the Universe. To them there were no 
other worlds, peopled with living beings, to 
divide the care and attention of the Deity. To 
them the world was a great plain, of unknown, 
perhaps inconceivable limits, and the Sun, the 
Moon, and the Stars journeyed above it, to give 
them light. The worship of the Sun became the 
basis of all the religions of antiquity. To them light 
and heat were mysteries; as indeed they still are 
to us. As the Sun caused the day, and his absence 
the night; as, when he journeyed Northward, 
Spring and Summer followed him; and when he 

again turned to the South, Autumn and 
inclement Winter, and cold and long dark nights 
ruled the earth; . . . as his influence produced the 
leaves and flowers, and ripened the harvests, and 
brought regular inundation, he necessarily 
became to them the most interesting object of 
the material Universe. To them he was the innate 
fire of bodies, the fire of nature. Author of Life, 
heat, and ignition, he was to them the efficient 
cause of all generation, for without him there was 
no movement, no existence, no form. He was to 
them immense, indivisible, imperishable, and 
everywhere present. It was their need of light, 

and of his creative energy, that was felt by all 
men; and nothing was more fearful to them than 
his absence. His beneficent influences caused his 
identification with the Principle of Good; and the 
BRAHMA of the Hindus, the MITHRAS of the 
Persians, and ATHOM, AMUN, PHTHA, and OSIRIS, 
of the Egyptians, the BEL of the Chaldæans, the 
ADONAI of the Phoenicians, the ADONIS and 
APOLLO of the Greeks became but 
personifications of the Sun, the regenerating 
Principle, image of that fecundity which 
perpetuates and rejuvenates the world's 
existence. –Morals and Dogma:626-7

The Trundholm sun chariot,  
Denmark, c. 1400 BC


