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It was at this time that our Colombo colleagues had the 
happy thought of devising a flag which could be adopted 
by all Buddhist nations as the universal symbol of their 
faith, thus serving the same purpose as that of the cross 
does for all Christians. It was a splendid idea, and I saw in a 
moment its far-reaching potentialities as an agent in that 
scheme of Buddhistic unity which I have clung to from the 
beginning of my connection with Buddhism. With the 
many points of dissemblance between Northern and 
Southern Buddhism, the work of unification was a 
formidable one; yet still, in view of the other fundamental 
features of agreement, the task was not hopeless. My 
Buddhist Catechism was already circulated in Japan in two 
translations, and now this flag came as a powerful 
reinforcement. Our Colombo brothers had hit upon the 
quite original and unique idea of blending in the flag the 
six colors alleged to have been exhibited in the aura of the 
Buddha, viz., sapphire-blue, golden-yellow, crimson, white, 
scarlet, and a hue composed of the others blended. The 
adoption of this model avoided all possible causes of 
dispute among Buddhists, as all, without distinction, accept 
the same tradition as to the Buddha's personal appearance 
and that of his aura: moreover, the flag would have no 
political meaning whatever, but be strictly religious.

Buddhist flag



As the Colombo Committee had sketched the flag, it was of 
the inconvenient shape of a ship's long, streaming pennant, 
which would be quite unsuitable for carrying in processions 
or fixing in rooms. My suggestion that it should be made of 
the usual shape and size of national flags was adopted, and 
when we had had a sample made, it was unanimously 
approved of. Accepted by the chief priests as orthodox, it at 
once found favor, and, on the Buddha's Birthday of that 
year, was hoisted on almost every temple and decent 
dwelling-house in the Island. From Ceylon it has since 
found its way throughout the Buddhist world. I was much 
interested to learn, some years later, from the Tibetan 
Ambassador to the Viceroy, whom I met at Darjeeling, that 
the colors were the same as those in the flag of the Dalai 
Lama. 

The importance of the service thus rendered to the 
Buddhist nations may perhaps be measured with that of 
giving, say, to the Christians the Cross symbol or to the 
Moslems the Crescent. The Buddhist flag, moreover, is one 
of the prettiest in the world, the stripes being placed 
vertically in the order above written, and the sequence of 
the hues making true chromatic harmonies. –ODL3:363-4

Flag of Free Tibet





Every Round repeats on a higher scale 
the evolutionary work of the preceding 
Round. With the exception of some 
higher anthropoids, as just mentioned, 
the Monadic inflow, or inner evolution, is 
at an end till the next Manvantara. It can 
never be too often repeated, that the 
full-blown human Monads have to be 
first disposed of, before the new crop of 
candidates appears on this Globe at the 
beginning of the next cycle. Thus there is 
a lull; and this is why, during the Fourth 
Round, man appears on Earth earlier 
than any animal creation, as will be 
described.
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But it is still urged that the author of 
"Esoteric Buddhism" has "preached 
Darwinism" all along. Certain passages 
would undoubtedly seem to lend 
countenance to this inference. Besides 
which the Occultists themselves are 
ready to concede partial correctness to 
the Darwinian hypothesis, in later details, 
bye-laws of Evolution, and after the 
midway point of the Fourth Race. Of that 
which has taken place, physical science 
can really know nothing, for such matters 
lie entirely outside of its sphere of 
investigation. But what the Occultists 
have never admitted, nor will they ever 
admit, is that man was an ape in this or in 
any other Round; or that he ever could be 
one, however much he may have been 
"ape-like." This is vouched for by the very 
authority from whom the author of 
"Esoteric Buddhism" got his information.



Concerning this it says: 

"Still, as these 'failures' are too far 
progressed and spiritualized to be 
thrown back forcibly from Dhyan 
Chohanship into the vortex of a new 
primordial evolution through the lower 
kingdoms. . ." After which only a hint is 
given about the mystery contained in 
the allegory of the fallen Asuras, which 
will be expanded and explained in 
Book II. When Karma has reached 
them at the stage of human evolution, 
"they will have to drink it to the last drop 
in the bitter cup of retribution. Then they 
become an active force and commingle 
with the Elementals, the progressed 
entities of the pure animal kingdom, to 
develop little by little the full type of 
humanity." 

These Dhyan Chohans, as we see, do 
not pass through the three kingdoms 
as do the lower Pitris; nor do they 
incarnate in man until the Third Root 
Race. Thus, as the teaching stands: 

"Man in the First Round and First Race 
on Globe D, our Earth, was an ethereal 
being (a Lunar Dhyani, as man), non-
intelligent but super-spiritual; and 
correspondingly, on the law of analogy, 
in the First Race of the Fourth Round. In 
each of the subsequent races and sub-
races . . . he grows more and more into 
an encased or incarnate being, but still 
preponderatingly ethereal. . . . He is 
sexless, and, like the animal and 
vegetable, he develops monstrous 
bodies correspondential with his coarser 
surroundings. 



Concerning this it says: 

"Still, as these 'failures' are too far 
progressed and spiritualized to be 
thrown back forcibly from Dhyan 
Chohanship into the vortex of a new 
primordial evolution through the lower 
kingdoms. . ." After which only a hint is 
given about the mystery contained in 
the allegory of the fallen Asuras, which 
will be expanded and explained in 
Book II. When Karma has reached 
them at the stage of human evolution, 
"they will have to drink it to the last drop 
in the bitter cup of retribution. Then they 
become an active force and commingle 
with the Elementals, the progressed 
entities of the pure animal kingdom, to 
develop little by little the full type of 
humanity." 

These Dhyan Chohans, as we see, do 
not pass through the three kingdoms 
as do the lower Pitris; nor do they 
incarnate in man until the Third Root 
Race. Thus, as the teaching stands: 

"Man in the First Round and First Race 
on Globe D, our Earth, was an ethereal 
being (a Lunar Dhyani, as man), non-
intelligent but super-spiritual; and 
correspondingly, on the law of analogy, 
in the First Race of the Fourth Round. In 
each of the subsequent races and sub-
races . . . he grows more and more into 
an encased or incarnate being, but still 
preponderatingly ethereal. . . . He is 
sexless, and, like the animal and 
vegetable, he develops monstrous 
bodies correspondential with his coarser 
surroundings. 



1–4–1

4–1–1



"II. Round. He (Man) is still gigantic and 
ethereal but growing firmer and more 
condensed in body, a more physical 
man. Yet still less intelligent than 
spiritual (1), for mind is a slower and 
more difficult evolution than is the 
physical frame . . . 

"III. Round. He has now a perfectly 
concrete or compacted body, at first the 
form of a giant-ape, and now more 
intelligent, or rather cunning, than 
spiritual. For, on the downward arc, he 
has now reached a point where his 
primordial spirituality is eclipsed and 
overshadowed by nascent mentality (2). 
In the last half of the Third Round his 
gigantic stature decreases, and his body 
improves in texture, and he becomes a 
more rational being, though still more 
an ape than a Deva. . . . (All this is almost 

exactly repeated in the third Root-Race 
of the Fourth Round.) 

"IV. Round. Intellect has an enormous 
development in this Round. The 
(hitherto) dumb races acquire our 
(present) human speech on this globe, 
on which, from the Fourth Race, 
language is perfected and knowledge 
increases. At this half-way point of the 
Fourth Round (as of the Fourth Root, or 
Atlantean, race) humanity passes the 
axial point of the minor Manvantara 
cycle . . . . the world teeming with the 
results of intellectual activity and 
spiritual decrease . . . .” 

This is from the authentic letter; what 
follows are the later remarks and 
additional explanations traced by the 
same hand in the form of footnotes.



Language could not be well developed 

before the full acquisition and 

development of [humanity’s] reasoning 

faculties. Monosyllabic speech was the 

vowel parent of the monosyllabic 

languages mixed with hard consonants, 

still in use amongst the yellow races which 

are known to the anthropologist.*  

I I. These linguistic characteristics 

developed into the agglutinative 

languages. The latter were spoken by 

some Atlantean races, while other parent 

stocks of the Fourth Race preserved the 

mother-language. And as languages have 

their cyclic evolution, their childhood, 

purity, growth, fall into matter, admixture 

with other languages, maturity, decay and 

finally death,† so the primitive speech of 

the most civilized Atlantean races — that 

language, which is referred to as “Râkshasi 

Bhasa,” in old Sanskrit works — decayed 

and almost died out. While the “cream” of 

the Fourth Race gravitated more and 

more toward the apex of physical and 

intellectual evolution, thus leaving as an 

heirloom to the nascent Fifth (the Aryan) 

Race the inflectional, highly developed 

languages, the agglutinative decayed and 

remained as a fragmentary fossil idiom, 

scattered now, and nearly limited to the 

aboriginal tribes of America.  

†Language is certainly coeval with reason, 

and could never have been developed before 

men became one with the informing 

principles in them — those who fructified 

and awoke to life the manasic element 

dormant in primitive man. For, as Professor 

Max Müller tells us in his “ Science of 

Thought,” “ Thought and language are 

identical.” Yet to add to this the reflection that 

thoughts which are too deep for words, do 

not really exist at all, is rather risky, as thought 

impressed upon the astral tablets exists in 

eternity whether expressed or not. –SD2:199
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The 5th cosmic plane The cosmic mental. 

The 5th systemic plane The mental plane. 

The 5th subplane of the physical The 

gaseous. 

The 5th principle Manas. 

The 5th Law Fixation, the Law of 

Concretion. 

The 5th Ray Concrete knowledge. 

The 5th round The round of manasic 

attainment. 

The 5th root-race The Aryan. Mental 

development. 

The 5th sub-race The Teutonic and Anglo-

Saxon. Concrete mind. 

The 5th group of Devas Fire Devas of the 

mental plane. 

The 5th Manvantara Three-fifths of the 

manasaputras achieve. 

The 5th scheme The Lord of concrete 

science. 

The 5th Mahamanvantara (or 

solar system) The solar Logos achieves His 

fifth major Initiation. 

The 5th chain Principal evolution—fire 

devas. 

The 5th Hierarchy The greater Builders. 

Vibrations of fifth order Manasic. –TCF:604-5
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These are the words of the Teacher

—text, words and sentences in 

brackets, and explanatory 

footnotes. It stands to reason that 

there must be an enormous 

difference in such terms as 

"objectivity" and "subjectivity," 

"materiality" and "spirituality," 

when the same terms are applied 

to different planes of being and 

perception. All this must be taken 

in its relative sense. And therefore 

there is little to be wondered at, if, 

left to his own speculations, an 

author, however eager to learn, yet 

quite inexperienced in these 

abstruse teachings, has fallen into 

an error. Neither was the difference 

between the "Rounds" and the 

"Races" sufficiently defined in the 

letters received, nor was there 

anything of the kind required 

before, as the ordinary Eastern 

disciple would have found out the 

difference in a moment. Moreover, 

to quote from a letter of the 

Master's (188-), "the teachings 

were imparted under protest. . . . 

They were, so to say, smuggled 

goods . . . and when I remained 

face to face with only one 

correspondent, the other, Mr. . . . ., 

had so far tossed all the cards into 

confusion, that little remained to 

be said without trespassing upon 

law." Theosophists, "whom it may 

concern," will understand what is 

meant.
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The outcome of all this is that nothing 
had ever been said in the "letters" to 
warrant the assurance that the Occult 
doctrine has ever taught, or any Adept 
believed in, the preposterous modern 
theory of the descent of man from a 
common ancestor with the ape—an 
anthropoid of the actual animal kind, 
unless metaphorically. To this day the 
world is more full of "ape-like men" 
than the woods are of "men-like apes." 
The ape is sacred in India because its 
origin is well known to the Initiates, 
though concealed under a thick veil of 
allegory. Hanuman is the son of 
Pavana (Vayu, "the god of the wind") 
by Anjana, a monster called Kesarî, 
though his genealogy varies. The 
reader who bears this in mind will find 
in Book II passim, the whole 

explanation of this ingenious allegory. 
The "Men" of the Third Race (who 
separated) were "Gods" by their 
spirituality and purity, though 
senseless, and as yet destitute of mind, 
as men. 

These "Men" of the Third Race—the 
ancestors of the Atlanteans—were just 
such ape-like, intellectually senseless 
giants as were those beings, who, 
during the Third Round, represented 
Humanity. Morally irresponsible, it was 
these third Race "men" who, through 
promiscuous connection with animal 
species lower than themselves, 
created that missing link which 
became ages later (in the tertiary 
period only) the remote ancestor of 
the real ape as we find it now in the 
pithecoid family.*
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The deep reverence that the Hindus 

for ages have held for Hanuman is 

based on an intuitive, but 

nevertheless traditional, 

remembrance of the connection, 

more intimate than at present, that 

existed during Atlantean and even 

Lemurian times between human 

beings and the apes and even 

monkeys. The monkeys, although now 

static stocks, were originally derivative 

from Lemurian humanity, just as the 

anthropoids were later derivatives 

from miscegenations between 

undeveloped Atlantean savages and 

the monkeys of those distant times. 

Therefore, there is a strain of manas, 

however as yet undeveloped, in the 

anthropoid and the simian stocks. –TG

Hanuman
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in Book II passim, the whole 

explanation of this ingenious allegory. 
The "Men" of the Third Race (who 
separated) were "Gods" by their 
spirituality and purity, though 
senseless, and as yet destitute of mind, 
as men. 

These "Men" of the Third Race—the 
ancestors of the Atlanteans—were just 
such ape-like, intellectually senseless 
giants as were those beings, who, 
during the Third Round, represented 
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species lower than themselves, 
created that missing link which 
became ages later (in the tertiary 
period only) the remote ancestor of 
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*And if this is found clashing with that 
other statement which shows the animal 
later than man, then the reader is asked to 
bear in mind that the placental mammal 
only is meant. In those days there were 
animals of which zoology does not even 
dream in our own; and the modes of 
reproduction were not identical with the 
notions which modern physiology has 
upon the subject. It is not altogether 
convenient to touch upon such questions 
in public, but there is no contradiction or 
impossibility in this whatever.



Thus the earlier teachings, however 

unsatisfactory, vague and 

fragmentary, did not teach the 

evolution of "man" from the "ape." 

Nor does the author of "Esoteric 

Buddhism" assert it anywhere in his 

work in so many words; but, owing to 

his inclination towards modern 

science, he uses language which 

might perhaps justify such an 

inference. The man who preceded 

the Fourth, the Atlantean race, 

however much he may have looked 

physically like a "gigantic ape"—"the 

counterfeit of man who hath not the 

life of a man"— was still a thinking 

and already a speaking man. The 

"Lemuro-Atlantean" was a highly 

civilized race, and if one accepts 

tradition, which is better history than 

the speculative fiction which now 

passes under that name, he was 

higher than we are with all our 

sciences and the degraded 

civilization of the day: at any rate, the 

Lemuro-Atlantean of the closing 

Third Race was so. 

And now we may return to the 

Stanzas.
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Third Root-race: A period when human 
evolution passed through a stage analogous 
to that of the third round, but qualified by 
the fact that it belonged to the fourth round. 
The date of the beginning of this third root-
race is set at some 22 or 23 million years ago; 
and 18,000,000 years ago is given in 
theosophical writings as the date of the 
awakening of mind and the separation of 
the sexes at or somewhat after the midpoint 
of the third root-race. The latter date is 
collated, according to the geology of 
Blavatsky’s time, with the later Triassic and 
earlier Jurassic periods. 

The filamentoid and boneless structure of 
the semi-astral human bodies at the end of 
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condensed, separating itself upon a rapidly 
developing skeletal form into nervous, 
muscular, and other systems, combined 
with the appearance of definite organs, 
with specific functions, thus constituting 
the first truly physical human beings. The 
mode of reproduction at the beginning of 
the root-race was by the exudation from 
the surface of the body of vital “sweat” or 
cells, but with the hardening and 
specialization of the body itself, the 
production of the reproductive cells 
became localized in special organs and the 
mode of generation became oviparous; 
later these human eggs were no longer 
extruded as is the case with fowls today, but 
shrank greatly in size and were developed 
and fertilized within the body: first in a 
virginal manner, and then before true sex 
appeared there ensued a fairly long period 

of androgynous reproduction in which 
androgynous humans occasionally gave 
birth to individuals in whom one or the 
other sex predominated; and these 
occasional appearances, as time passed, 
became ever more frequent with the 
recession of androgyny, and the final 
appearance of true sex as it is understood 
today. This process extended over hundreds 
of thousands, and even a number of 
millions, of years. 

More important, however, than these 
biological facts was the awakening of mind, 
of self-conscious thinking, inaugurated by 
the descent of the manasaputras who not 
only at first projected sparks of their own 
full self-consciousness into the innocent 
and unthinking humanity of that early time, 
but who likewise so stimulated the 
appearance of mind that the latter finally 
became common in differing degrees to 
the entire human stock. –TG
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1. By the power of the Mother of 
Mercy and Knowledge — Kwan- Yin — 
the “ triple ” of Kwan-shai-Yin, residing 
in Kwan-yin-Tien, Fohat, the Breath of 
their Progeny, the Son of the Sons, 
having called forth, from the lower 
abyss, the illusive form of Sien- Tchang 
and the Seven Elements :  

2. The Swift and Radiant One produces 
the Seven Laya Centres, against which 
none will prevail to the great day “ Be-
with-Us,” and seats the Universe on 
these Eternal Foundations 
surrounding Tsien-Tchan with the 
Elementary Germs.  

3. Of the Seven — first one 
manifested, six concealed, two 
manifested, five concealed ; three 
manifested, four concealed ; four 
produced, three hidden ; four and one 

tsan revealed, two and one half 
concealed ; six to be manifested, one 
laid aside. Lastly, seven small wheels 
revolving ; one giving birth to the 
other   

4. He builds them in the likeness of 
older wheels, placing them on the 
Imperishable Centres. How does Fohat 
build them ? he collects the fiery dust. 
He makes balls of fire, runs through 
them, and round them, infusing life 
thereinto, then sets them into motion ; 
some one way, some the other way. 
They are cold, he makes them hot. 
They are dry, he makes them moist. 
They shine, he fans and cools them. 
Thus acts Fohat from one twilight to 
the other, during Seven Eternities.  

5. At the fourth, the sons are told to 
create their images. One third refuses 

— two obey. The curse is pronounced ; 
they will be born on the fourth, suffer 
and cause suffering ; this is the first 
war.  

6. The older wheels rotated 
downwards and upwards. . . . The 
mother’s spawn filled the whole. There 
were battles fought between the 
Creators and the Destroyers, and 
battles fought for space ; the seed 
appearing and re-appearing 
continuously.  

7. Make thy calculations, Lanoo, if thou 
wouldest learn the correct age of thy 
small wheel. Its fourth spoke is our 
mother. Reach the fourth “ fruit ” of the 
fourth path of knowledge that leads to 
Nirvana, and thou shalt comprehend, 
for thou shalt see . . . . . –SD1:32-3
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5. At the fourth (Round, or revolution of life and 
being around “ the seven smaller wheels ” ) (a), the 
sons are told to create their images. One third 
refuses. Two (thirds) obey.  

The full meaning of this sloka can be fully 
comprehended only after reading the detailed 
additional explanations in the “Anthropogenesis” 
and its commentaries, in Book II. Between this 
Sloka and the last, Sloka 4 in this same Stanza, 
extend long ages; and there now gleams the dawn 
and sunrise of another æon. The drama enacted 
on our planet is at the beginning of its fourth act, 
but for a clearer comprehension of the whole play 
the reader will have to turn back before he can 
proceed onward. For this verse belongs to the 
general Cosmogony given in the archaic volumes, 
whereas Book II will give a detailed account of the 
“Creation” or rather the formation, of the first 
human beings, followed by the second humanity, 
and then by the third; or, as they are called, “the 
first, second, and the third Root-Races.” As the solid 
Earth began by being a ball of liquid fire, of fiery 
dust and its protoplasmic phantom, so did man.
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VERSE 4 

He builds them in the likeness 

of older wheels (worlds), 

placing them on the 

Imperishable Centres (a). 

How does Fohat build them? He 

collects the fiery dust. He 

makes balls of fire, runs 

through them and round them, 

infusing life thereinto; then 

sets them into motion, some 

one, some the other way. They 

are cold—he makes them hot. 

They are dry—he makes them 

moist. They shine—he fans and 

cools them (b). 

Thus acts Fohat from one 

twilight to the other during 

seven eternities.

Fohat, the Voice of the Progeny, built 
these wheels in the likeness of the 
Great Wheel, and according to the plan 
that had been established aeons 
before. The imperishable center he 
used as the axis or thread, and upon 
these centers he strung the wheels or 
beads. They were capable of being 
destroyed, but the thread was 
imperishable. Fohat gathered the 
flaming sparks of space; he made balls 
of fire (nebulae); he ran through them, 
impregnating them with his energy; he 
gave them his power, which is motion; 
they turned in different directions, 
according to the work they had to 
accomplish. They were cold and dark 
(the mental air mist); he made them 
hot (the astral fire mist). He made them 
moist (humid water ether). He cooled 
them into solids (chemical dense 
substances). Thus acts the spirit of 
Fohat, the Lord of Change, from the 
dawn of creation till the twilight, his 
labors taking seven eternities.
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(a) That which is meant by the qualification the 
"Fourth" is explained as the "fourth Round" only 
on the authority of the Commentaries. It can 
equally mean fourth "Eternity" as "Fourth Round," 
or even the fourth (our) Globe. For, as will 
repeatedly be shown, it is the fourth Sphere on 
the fourth or lowest plane of material life. And it so 
happens that we are in the Fourth Round, at the 
middle point of which the perfect equilibrium 
between Spirit and Matter had to take place.* Says 
the Commentary explaining the verse:— 

"The holy youths (the gods) refused to multiply and 
create species after their likeness, after their kind. 
They are not fit forms (rupas) for us. They have to 
grow. They refuse to enter the chhayas (shadows or 
images) of their inferiors. Thus had selfish feeling 
prevailed from the beginning, even among the gods, 
and they fell under the eye of the Karmic Lipikas." 

They had to suffer for it in later births. How the 
punishment reached the gods will be seen in the 
second volume.
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and they fell under the eye of the Karmic Lipikas." 

They had to suffer for it in later births. How the 
punishment reached the gods will be seen in the 
second volume.

VERSE 5 

At the fourth (Round, or 

revolution of life and being 

around “the seven smaller 

wheels”) (a), the sons are 

told to create their images. 

One third refuses. Two 

(thirds) obey. 
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This scheme is considered as the fourth, and 
the one of the most importance in the system 
during this particular cycle for the following 
reasons:                                                                          

Our solar system, being considered as of the 
fourth order, and our scheme being the fourth 
in order, there is consequently a moment of 
special opportunity afforded our planetary 
Logos through the alignment brought about. It 
eventuates in the turning of the attention of 
the logoic kundalini fire towards this centre, 
our scheme, and the subsequent results are in 
process of working out.                                       

Within the scheme the chain that concerns us 
the most, and which is temporarily of the most 
vital importance to the planetary Logos, is the 
Earth chain, the fourth in order again, thus 
bringing about another alignment of very 
grave moment. This carries with it special 
opportunity, and permits of the entry of force 
from the cosmos itself, or of extra-systemic 
electrical vitality. This super-stimulation results 
in what looks to us like cataclysms, and a 

stupendous shattering of forms, but it is simply 
the necessary sequence to the vitalisation of 
the life within the form, and the breaking of 
the limiting form unable to bear the cosmic 
action.                                                                            

Again within the chain, the globe at present 
receiving planetary polarisation, or at present 
embodying in a special sense the life of the 
planetary Logos is the Earth, the fourth in 
order. This brings about a still further 
alignment.                                                                        

Add to the above facts the accepted 
knowledge that this is the fourth round and we 
have a fivefold alignment which is of 
paramount significance to us all, though it had 
even greater significance and force in the 
fourth root-race, and brought about that 
stupendous psychic event—the opening of 
the door of Initiation to the human Hierarchy. 
These very important facts merit close 
attention, and the consideration of all occult 
students. They hold the key whereby some 
comprehension of manas and of planetary 

evolution may come about. What have we, 
therefore, in this special cyclic alignment? 

1. A solar system of the fourth order. 

2. The fourth scheme in the system. 

3. The fourth chain in the scheme. 

4. The fourth globe in the chain. 

5. The fourth round. 

All these are found active within the same 
cycle, and all therefore bring about a 
simultaneous alignment which results in the 
clearing of a channel direct from the heart of 
our scheme through every ring-pass-not to the 
cosmic correspondence, found outside the 
solar sphere. 

To the above realisation, we must add yet the 
further fact that the fourth Creative Hierarchy 
is the one whose evolution we are considering, 
and it will be apparent to the most superficial 
student that in these thoughts lies hidden the 
clue, not only to man but to the entire cyclic 
evolution in which he is taking part. –TCF:361-3
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