
A traveller puts his head under the edge of the firmament in this 1888 printing of the “Flammarion wood engraving”.















In her letter to me [Olcott], H. P. B. cites the fact of 

Mr. Z. having sat with her for hours while she was 

transcribing what was spoken to her clairaudient 

sense by a Master, invisible to him [Mr. Z] but seen 

by herself. The reader will find in the second 

volume of this series my description of her 

method of writing from the dictation of an 

invisible Teacher as I myself saw it at Ootacamund. 

This very same thing I saw unnumbered times 

while she was writing Isis Unveiled: I have 

described it exactly as it occurred, and quoted her 

own description of the process in a letter to her 

sister; it agrees perfectly with what she writes me 

as having occurred at Ostende. Shall we call this 

phenomenon plagiarism, then, or shall we not 

modestly confess our ignorance of that most awe-

inspiring fact of the transmission of thought-

vibrations from spiritual man to physical man; of 

its laws, its limitations, and its potentialities?



The Overland Mail of August 12th brought me the 
news that (without the shadow of constitutional 
authority) HPB had cabled our people in New York 
offering to turn over her share of the Theosophist to 
Judge, and to make him her successor. What a pity that 
one cannot collect into one letter the many similar 
offers she has made to men and women from first to 
last! To offer anyone the successorship was as liberal 
and practical as to offer him a farm on the Moon, for 
she never could have a real successor, for the simple 
reason that nobody was ever likely to be born just like 
her and so fill her place. At the same time, Mrs. Besant 
has proved that it is possible for another to create as 
commanding a place as hers was, and to do as much as 
she to spread Theosophy throughout the world. Still, 
"there is one glory of the Sun and another glory of the 
Moon, and another glory of the stars," and so, while 
there can he no more than one H. P. B. Sun, nor one 
Annie Besant Moon, there are places in our sky for 
hosts of stars, which certainly differ from each other in 
gIory. If Judge had only realized that! –ODL3:371 and 379

William Quan Judge



(a) That which is meant by the qualification the 
"Fourth" is explained as the "fourth Round" only 
on the authority of the Commentaries. It can 
equally mean fourth "Eternity" as "Fourth Round," 
or even the fourth (our) Globe. For, as will 
repeatedly be shown, it is the fourth Sphere on 
the fourth or lowest plane of material life. And it so 
happens that we are in the Fourth Round, at the 
middle point of which the perfect equilibrium 
between Spirit and Matter had to take place.* Says 
the Commentary explaining the verse:— 

"The holy youths (the gods) refused to multiply and 
create species after their likeness, after their kind. 
They are not fit forms (rupas) for us. They have to 
grow. They refuse to enter the chhayas (shadows or 
images) of their inferiors. Thus had selfish feeling 
prevailed from the beginning, even among the gods, 
and they fell under the eye of the Karmic Lipikas." 

They had to suffer for it in later births. How the 
punishment reached the gods will be seen in the 
second volume.

VERSE 5 

At the fourth (Round, or 

revolution of life and being 

around “the seven smaller 

wheels”) (a), the sons are 

told to create their images. 

One third refuses. Two 

(thirds) obey. 
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But, agreeably to esoteric interpretation, 
refusing to create was actually a self-sacrifice 
for the benefit of mankind. The “Rebels” would 
not create will-less irresponsible men, as the 
“obedient” angels did; nor could they endow 
human beings with only the temporary 
reflections of their own attributes; for even the 
latter, belonging to another and a so-much 
higher plane of consciousness, would leave 
man still irresponsible, hence interfere with 
any possibility of a higher progress. –SD2:242

Manasaputra



VERSE 5 

At the fourth (Round, or 

revolution of life and being 

around “the seven smaller 

wheels”) (a), the sons are told 

to create their images. One 

third refuses. Two (thirds) 

obey.

The fourth round of every chain is 

that of greatest density. At that time 

the sparks individualized from the 

body of the Logos must assume their 

fourth rate of consciousness. In the 

case of our chain of globes the 

fourth round was the beginning of 

human life, as we know it today. 

Some of the spiritual globes of light, 

which we call spirits, refused to come 

in, and upon them was pronounced 

a curse. The curse was the reaction of 

the law upon those who refused to 

obey it. They became the Red Men, 

who were born in the Fourth Race, 

which we know as the Atlanteans, 

and were the most warlike and 

destructive of all nations.



VERSE 5 

At the fourth (Round, or 

revolution of life and being 

around “the seven smaller 

wheels”) (a), the sons are told 

to create their images. One 

third refuses. Two (thirds) 

obey.

The fourth round of every chain is 

that of greatest density. At that time 

the sparks individualized from the 

body of the Logos must assume their 

fourth rate of consciousness. In the 

case of our chain of globes the 

fourth round was the beginning of 

human life, as we know it today. 

Some of the spiritual globes of light, 

which we call spirits, refused to come 

in, and upon them was pronounced 

a curse. The curse was the reaction of 

the law upon those who refused to 

obey it. They became the Red Men, 
who were born in the Fourth Race, 

which we know as the Atlanteans, 

and were the most warlike and 

destructive of all nations.



(a) It is a universal tradition that, before the 
physiological "Fall," propagation of one's kind, 
whether human or animal, took place through 
the WILL of the Creators, or of their progeny. It 
was the Fall of Spirit into generation, not the Fall 
of mortal man. It has already been stated that, to 
become a Self-Conscious Spirit, the latter must 
pass through every cycle of being, culminating in 
its highest point on earth in Man.

VERSE 6 

6. The curse is pronounced 

(a): they will be born in the 

fourth (Race), suffer and 

cause suffering (b). This is 

the first war (c).
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Spirit per se is an unconscious negative 

ABSTRACTION. Its purity is inherent, not acquired 

by merit; hence, as already shown, to become 

the highest Dhyan Chohan it is necessary for 

each Ego to attain to full self-consciousness as a 

human, i.e., conscious Being, which is 

synthesized for us in Man. The Jewish Kabalists 

arguing that no Spirit could belong to the divine 

hierarchy unless Ruach (Spirit) was united to 

Nephesh (living Soul), only repeat the Eastern 

Esoteric teaching. "A Dhyani has to be an Atma-

Buddhi; once the Buddhi-Manas breaks loose 

from its immortal Atma of which it (Buddhi) is 

the vehicle, Atman passes into NON-BEING, which 

is absolute Being." This means that the purely 

Nirvanic state is a passage of Spirit back to the 

ideal abstraction of Be-ness which has no 

relation to the plane on which our Universe is 

accomplishing its cycle.
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Rūaḥ (Hebrew) Also ruahh. Vital 

breath, wind, air, very much in the 

sense that the Greek pneuma means 

spirit, wind, air, and breath; a breath, 

exhalation; the rational soul or mind, 

possessing counsel, purpose, and will 

— often confused with the vital 

principle placed in the breath and 

with the principle of life.                                                                                   

In connection with elohim, ruah 

denotes the rational and purposive 

mental quality of the gods — the 

mental breath or power appearing 

mainly in humans, feebly in animals. It 

was regarded in Genesis as moving 

over the chaos at the creation, and 

operating in and through the 

universe, producing that which is 

noble and good in man and leading 

him to virtue. Cosmic ruah is in many 

respects equivalent to the Third Logos 

of Greek philosophy. A similar 

meaning implied exceptional soul 

powers, as in the inspired ruler and 

the prophet; hence the prophetic 

spirit — which was often represented 

as passing from one person and 

resting in another. 

In the Hebrew Qabbalah, ruah had the 

same general meaning, equivalent to 

buddhi-manas in the theosophical 

classification of human principles. –TG
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(b) "The curse is pronounced" does not mean, in 
this instance, that any personal Being, god, or 
superior Spirit, pronounced it, but simply that the 
cause which could but create bad results had been 
generated, and that the effects of a Karmic cause 
could lead the "Beings" that counteracted the laws 
of Nature, and thus impeded her legitimate 
progress, only to bad incarnations, hence to 
suffering.   

(c) "There were many wars" refers to several 
struggles of adjustment, spiritual, cosmical, and 
astronomical, but chiefly to the mystery of the 
evolution of man as he is now. Powers—pure 
Essences—"that were told to create" is a sentence 
that relates to a mystery explained, as already said, 
elsewhere. It is not only one of the most hidden 
secrets of Nature—that of generation, over whose 
solution the Embryologists have vainly put their 
heads together—but likewise a divine function 
that involves that other religious, or rather 
dogmatic, mystery, the "Fall" of the Angels, as it is 
called.
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The great “Wars in Heaven,” in the 

Purânas; the wars of the Titans, in 

Hesiod and other classical writers; the 

“struggles,” also in the Egyptian legend 

between Osiris and Typhon, and even 

those in the Scandinavian legends, all 

refer to the same subject. Northern 

Mythology refers to it as the battle of 

the Flames, the sons of Muspel who 

fought on the field of Wigred. All these 

relate to Heaven and Earth, and have a 

double and often even a triple meaning, 

and esoteric application to things above 

as to things below. They relate severally 

to astronomical, theogonical and 

human struggles; to the adjustment of 

orbs, and the supremacy among nations 

and tribes. The “Struggle for Existence” 

and the “Survival of the Fittest” reigned 

supreme from the moment that Kosmos 

manifested into being, and could hardly 

escape the observant eye of the ancient 

Sages. Hence the incessant fights of 

Indra, the god of the Firmament, with 

the Asuras — degraded from high gods 

into Cosmic demons; and with Vritri or 

Ah-hi; the battles fought between stars 

and constellations, between Moon and 

planets — later on incarnated as kings 

and mortals. Hence also the War in 

Heaven of Michael and his Host against 

the Dragon (Jupiter and Lucifer-Venus), 

when a third of the stars of the 

rebellious host was hurled down into 

Space, and “its place was found no more 

in Heaven.” –SD1:202

Krishna's combat with Indra, 1590
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The Fourth group are “substantial Entities”. 

This is the highest group among the Rupas 

(Atomic Forms). It is the nursery of the 

human, conscious, spiritual Souls. They are 

called the “Imperishable Jivas,” and 

constitute, through the order below their 

own, the first group of the first septenary 

host — the great mystery of human 

conscious and intellectual Being. For the 

latter are the field wherein lies concealed 

in its privation the germ that will fall into 

generation. That germ will become the 

spiritual potency in the physical cell that 

guides the development of the embryo, 

and which is the cause of the hereditary 

transmission of faculties and all the 

inherent qualities in man. –SD1:218-9



The divine plan of evolution was based upon 

the production of this relationship between 

spiritually conscious man and the form aspect, 

and thus the great Law of Duality came into 

action, bringing about the "fall of the angels," as 

they descended from their sinless and free state 

of existence in order to develop full divine 

awareness upon earth, through the medium of 

material incarnation and the use of the principle 

of mind. This was the divine plan, emanating 

from the Mind of God and swept into activity 

and progressive unfoldment by an act of His 

Will. At its inception, there took place the 

original "war in the heavens," when the sons of 

God who responded to the divine urge to 

experience, to serve and to sacrifice, separated 

themselves from the sons of God who 

responded to no such inspiration but who chose 

to stay in their original and high state of being. 

To this truth, Christ Himself bore witness in the 

story of the Prodigal Son and his relationship to 

his elder brother, who had not left the Father's 

home. –Externalization of the Hierarchy:118-9

The Prodigal Son Leaves Home 

by Abraham Bosse,  c. 1602


