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By the first week of December (1886) 

Sanskrit poems for the Library opening had 

been received from Benares, Bengal, 

Bombay, and Madras Pandits; and Sanskrit 

and Pali verses from the most learned 

Buddhist priests of Ceylon. About the same 

time I received from H. P. B., for reading and 

revision by T. Subba Row and myself, the MS. 

of Vol. I. of the Secret Doctrine but in his 

then captious mood the former refused to 

do more than read it, saying that it was so 

full of mistakes that if he touched it he 

should have to rewrite it altogether!

Col. Olcott and HPB

First Theosophical Convention at Adyar, India



This was mere pique, but did good, for when 
I reported his remark to H. P. B. she was 
greatly distressed, and set to work and went 
over the MS. most carefully, correcting many 
errors due to slipshod literary methods, and 
with the help of European friends making 
the book what it is now.  

It must be said of her that she was always 
most eager to have mistakes pointed out, 
and most ready to correct them. Especially 
was that the case with such of her writings as 
were not dictated to her psychically by the 
unseen Helpers who presided over the 
production of her two great books, Isis and 
the Secret Doctrine, which will be the Jachin 
and Boaz of her perpetual monument, a 
wonder to coming generations. –ODL3:385-6

A page from the original manuscript of the Secret Doctrine 



VERSE 5 

At the fourth (Round, or 

revolution of life and being 

around “the seven smaller 

wheels”) (a), the sons are told 

to create their images. One 

third refuses. Two (thirds) 

obey.  

The curse is pronounced; they 

will be born on the fourth, 

suffer and cause suffering; 

this is the First War.







Spirit per se is an unconscious negative 

ABSTRACTION. Its purity is inherent, not acquired 

by merit; hence, as already shown, to become 

the highest Dhyan Chohan it is necessary for 

each Ego to attain to full self-consciousness as a 

human, i.e., conscious Being, which is 

synthesized for us in Man. The Jewish Kabalists 

arguing that no Spirit could belong to the divine 

hierarchy unless Ruach (Spirit) was united to 

Nephesh (living Soul), only repeat the Eastern 

Esoteric teaching. "A Dhyani has to be an Atma-

Buddhi; once the Buddhi-Manas breaks loose 

from its immortal Atma of which it (Buddhi) is 

the vehicle, Atman passes into NON-BEING, which 

is absolute Being." This means that the purely 

Nirvanic state is a passage of Spirit back to the 

ideal abstraction of Be-ness which has no 

relation to the plane on which our Universe is 
accomplishing its cycle.
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(b) "The curse is pronounced" does not mean, in 
this instance, that any personal Being, god, or 
superior Spirit, pronounced it, but simply that the 
cause which could but create bad results had been 
generated, and that the effects of a Karmic cause 
could lead the "Beings" that counteracted the laws 
of Nature, and thus impeded her legitimate 
progress, only to bad incarnations, hence to 
suffering.   

(c) "There were many wars" refers to several 
struggles of adjustment, spiritual, cosmical, and 
astronomical, but chiefly to the mystery of the 
evolution of man as he is now. Powers—pure 
Essences—"that were told to create" is a sentence 
that relates to a mystery explained, as already said, 
elsewhere. It is not only one of the most hidden 
secrets of Nature—that of generation, over whose 
solution the Embryologists have vainly put their 
heads together—but likewise a divine function 
that involves that other religious, or rather 
dogmatic, mystery, the "Fall" of the Angels, as it is 
called.
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The great “Wars in Heaven,” in the 

Purânas; the wars of the Titans, in 

Hesiod and other classical writers; the 

“struggles,” also in the Egyptian legend 

between Osiris and Typhon, and even 

those in the Scandinavian legends, all 

refer to the same subject. Northern 

Mythology refers to it as the battle of 

the Flames, the sons of Muspel who 

fought on the field of Wigred. All these 

relate to Heaven and Earth, and have a 

double and often even a triple meaning, 

and esoteric application to things above 

as to things below. They relate severally 

to astronomical, theogonical and 

human struggles; to the adjustment of 

orbs, and the supremacy among nations 

and tribes. The “Struggle for Existence” 

and the “Survival of the Fittest” reigned 

supreme from the moment that Kosmos 

manifested into being, and could hardly 

escape the observant eye of the ancient 

Sages. Hence the incessant fights of 

Indra, the god of the Firmament, with 

the Asuras — degraded from high gods 

into Cosmic demons; and with Vritri or 

Ah-hi; the battles fought between stars 

and constellations, between Moon and 

planets — later on incarnated as kings 

and mortals. Hence also the War in 

Heaven of Michael and his Host against 

the Dragon (Jupiter and Lucifer-Venus), 

when a third of the stars of the 

rebellious host was hurled down into 

Space, and “its place was found no more 

in Heaven.” –SD1:202

Krishna's combat with Indra, 1590



The divine plan of evolution was based upon 

the production of this relationship between 

spiritually conscious man and the form aspect, 

and thus the great Law of Duality came into 

action, bringing about the "fall of the angels," as 

they descended from their sinless and free state 

of existence in order to develop full divine 

awareness upon earth, through the medium of 

material incarnation and the use of the principle 

of mind. This was the divine plan, emanating 

from the Mind of God and swept into activity 

and progressive unfoldment by an act of His 

Will. At its inception, there took place the 

original "war in the heavens," when the sons of 

God who responded to the divine urge to 

experience, to serve and to sacrifice, separated 

themselves from the sons of God who 

responded to no such inspiration but who chose 

to stay in their original and high state of being. 

To this truth, Christ Himself bore witness in the 

story of the Prodigal Son and his relationship to 

his elder brother, who had not left the Father's 

home. –Externalization of the Hierarchy:118-9

The Prodigal Son Leaves Home 

by Abraham Bosse,  c. 1602



Satan and his rebellious host would thus prove, 

when the meaning of the allegory is explained, 

to have refused to create physical man, only to 

become the direct Saviours and the Creators of 

"divine Man." The symbolical teaching is more 

than mystical and religious, it is purely scientific, 

as will be seen later on. For, instead of remaining 

a mere blind, functioning medium, impelled and 

guided by fathomless LAW, the "rebellious" 

Angel claimed and enforced his right of 

independent judgment and will, his right of free-

agency and responsibility, since man and angel 

are alike under Karmic Law.*
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Thus “Satan,” once he ceases to be viewed in the 

superstitious, dogmatic, unphilosophical spirit 

of the Churches, grows into the grandiose 

image of one who made of terrestrial a divine 

man; who gave him, throughout the long cycle 

of Mahâ-kalpa the law of the Spirit of Life, and 

made him free from the Sin of Ignorance, hence 

of death. –SD1:198

Hades and Cerebus



Their prince is called in the Kabala Samael, the 

Angel of Death, who is also the seducing 

serpent Satan; but that Satan is also Lucifer, the 

bright angel of Light, the Light and Life-bringer, 

the “Soul” alienated from the Holy Ones, the 

other angels, and for a period, anticipating the 

time when they would have descended on 

Earth to incarnate in their turn. –SD2:111

Lucifer 

by William Blake
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Those who were born within the sphere of 

operation were “the brothers who loved him 

well.”  The latter — the “him” — were the 

primordial angels: the Asuras, the Ahriman, 

the Elohim — or “Sons of God,” of whom 

Satan was one — all those spiritual beings 

who were called the “Angels of Darkness,” 

because that darkness is absolute light, a fact 

now neglected if not entirely forgotten in 

theology. Nevertheless, the spirituality of 

those much abused “Sons of Light” which is 

Darkness, must be evidently as great in 

comparison with that of the Angels next in 

order, as the ethereality of the latter would 

be, when contrasted with the density of the 

human body. The former are the “First-born”; 

therefore so near to the confines of pure 

quiescent Spirit as to be the ideal types of 

those who followed. They could not create 

material, corporeal things; and, therefore, 

were said in process of time to have refused 

to create, as commanded by “God”. –SD2:489

Orthodox icon of nine orders of angels



The Zohar speaks of “Black Fire,” which is 

Absolute Light– Wisdom. To those who, 

prompted by old theological prejudice, may 

say: “But the Asuras are the rebel Devas, the 

opponents of the Gods — hence devils, and 

the spirits of Evil,”  it is answered: Esoteric 

philosophy admits neither good nor evil per 

se, as existing independently in nature. The 

cause for both is found, as regards the 

Kosmos, in the necessity of contraries or 

contrasts, and with respect to man, in his 

human nature, his ignorance and passions. 

There is no devil or the utterly depraved, as 

there are no Angels absolutely perfect, 

though there may be spirits of Light and of 

Darkness; thus Lucifer — the spirit of 

Intellectual Enlightenment and Freedom of 

Thought — is metaphorically the guiding 

beacon, which helps man to find his way 

through the rocks and sandbanks of Life, for 

Lucifer is the Logos in his highest, and the 

“Adversary” in his lowest aspect — both of 

which are reflected in our Ego. –SD2:162
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*Explaining Kabalistic views, the author of the 
"New Aspects of Life" says of the Fallen Angels that, 
"According to the symbolical teaching, Spirit, from 
being simply a functionary agent of God, became 
volitional in its developed and developing action; 
and, substituting its own will for the Divine desire 
in its regard, so fell. Hence the Kingdom and reign 
of Spirits and spiritual action, which flow from and 
are the product of Spirit-volition, are outside, and 
contrasted with, and in contradiction to the 
Kingdom of Souls and Divine action." So far, so 
good; but what does the Author mean by saying, 
"When man was created, he was human in 
constitution, with human affections, human hopes 
and aspirations. From this state he fell—into the 
brute and savage"? This is diametrically opposite 
to our Eastern teaching, and even to the Kabalistic 
notion so far as we understand it, and to the Bible 
itself. This looks like Corporealism and 
Substantialism colouring positive philosophy, 
though it is rather hard to feel quite sure of the 
Author's meaning (see p. 235). A FALL, however, 
"from the natural into the supernatural and the 
animal"—supernatural meaning the purely 
spiritual in this case—means what we suggest.
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"And there was war in Heaven. . . . Michael and 

his angels fought against the Dragon; and the 

Dragon fought and his angels, and prevailed not; 

neither was their place found any more in 

Heaven. And the Dragon was cast out, that old 

serpent, called the devil and Satan, which 

deceiveth the whole world." 

    The Kabalistic version of the same story is 

given in the Codex Nazareus, the scripture of the 

Nazarenes, the real mystic Christians of John the 

Baptist and the Initiates of Christos. Bahak-Zivo, 

the "Father of the Genii," is ordered to construct 

creatures (to create). But, as he is "ignorant of 

Orcus," he fails to do so, and calls in Fetahil, a still 

purer spirit, to his aid, who fails still worse. This is 

a repetition of the failure of the "Fathers," the 

lords of light who fail one after the other. (Book 

II, Sloka 17.)
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Originally, however, both Michael and 

Samael were as one, both proceeding from 

ruah (soul), neshamah (spirit), and nephesh 

(vitality) — as taught in the Qabbalah (in 

the Chaldean Book of Numbers). “Samael is 

the concealed (occult) Wisdom, and 

Michael the higher terrestrial Wisdom, both 

emanating from the same source but 

diverging after their issue from the 

mundane soul, which on Earth is Mahat 

(intellectual understanding), or Manas (the 

seat of Intellect). They diverge, because one 

(Michael) is influenced by Neschamah, while 

the other (Samael) remains uninfluenced. 

This tenet was perverted by the dogmatic 

spirit of the Church; which . . . made of 

Samael- Satan (the most wise and spiritual 

spirit of all) — the adversary of its 

anthropomorphic God and sensual physical 

man, the devil!” (SD 2:378). –TG

Archangel Michael, by Guido Reni
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third refuses. Two (thirds) 
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The curse is pronounced; they 

will be born on the fourth, 

suffer and cause suffering; 

this is the First War.
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Mr. B. Keightley

H. P. B.
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Fetahil: Ptahil (Gnostic) With the Nazarene 
Gnostics, the builder of the material worlds. 
In the Codex Nazaraeus, Abatur, the Father, 
opens a gate and walks to the dark water 
(chaos) and looks down into it. The darkness 
reflects the image, whereupon a son 
appears or is emanated, the Logos or 
Demiurge, Fetahil. Because Fetahil is thus 
produced in order to bring forth the worlds 
of manifestation, the Codex describes him 
as being immersed in the abyss of 
primordial stuff or matter (chaos), 
soliloquizing on his inability alone to 
produce it. Whereupon Spiritus (the Gnostic 
“Mother”) appears and unites with 
Karabtanos, cosmic kama involved in 
primordial matter, thus bringing forth seven 
stellars. These are, however, seven imperfect 
figures, which represent also the seven 
capital sins, the progeny of an astral soul 
separated from its divine source (spirit) and 
matter, the blind demon of concupiscence. 
Seeing this, Fetahil extends his hand 
towards the abyss of matter, and says: — 

‘Let the Earth exist, just as the abode of the 
powers has existed.’ Dipping his hand in the 
chaos, which he condenses, he creates our 
planet” (SD 1:195). 

The first Gnostic trinity, equivalent to 
Father-Mother-Son is composed of Ferho, 
Chaos, and Fetahil — this first triad is 
concealed or nonmanifest — a pure 
abstraction to us (IU2:227). 

In the Codex Nazaraeus Fetahil is also 
presented as one of the creative powers 
who were commanded to form man, and 
who tried to obey but failed because he was 
too pure; whereupon other and lower 
powers — Iukabar Zivo — had to be called 
to complete the work. In the hierarchical 
structure of the universe, all so-called 
creative powers of too high a rank are 
unable because of their spiritual purity and 
lofty state to form the lower planes until the 
intermediate ranges, in the gradually 
descending ladder of life, have been 
evolved or emanated into manifestation. –TG

Fetahil in Neo-Gnosticism



–Fero (First Life) 

     –Mano (Second Life) 

          –Abatur (Third Life) 

               –Fetahil (Imperfect One)

The Gnostic Holy Trinity, by Andres Lopez 



The Gnostic Spiritus









Ialdabaoth



We will now quote from our earlier Volumes:— 

"Then steps on the stage of creation the spirit† 

(of the Earth so-called, or the Soul, Psyche, 

which St. James calls 'devilish') the lower 

portion the Anima Mundi or Astral Light. (See 

the close of this Sloka). With the Nazarenes and 

the Gnostics this Spirit was feminine. Thus the 

spirit of the Earth perceiving that for Fetahil,* 

the newest man (the latest), the splendour was 

'changed,' and that for splendour existed 

'decrease and damage,' she awakes 

Karabtanos,† 'who was frantic and without 

sense and judgment,' and says to him:—'Arise, 

see, the splendour (light) of the newest man 

(Fetahil) has failed (to produce or create men), 

the decrease of this splendour is visible. Rise up, 

come with thy MOTHER (the Spiritus) and free 

thee from limits by which thou art held, and 

those more ample than the whole world.'

VERSE 5 

At the fourth (Round, or 

revolution of life and being 

around “the seven smaller 

wheels”) (a), the sons are told 

to create their images. One 

third refuses. Two (thirds) 

obey.  

The curse is pronounced; they 

will be born on the fourth, 

suffer and cause suffering; 

this is the First War.
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†On the authority of Irenæus, of Justin Martyr 

and the "Codex" itself, Dunlap shows that the 

Nazarenes regarded "Spirit" as a female and Evil 

Power in its connection with our Earth. (Dunlap: 

"Sod," the Son of the Man, p. 52).
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Shiva and Shakti



In days to come it will be realised that the health of 

man is dependent upon the health of all allied 

evolutions, and upon the co-operative action and 

full expression of the matter of the planet and of 

the planetary elemental who is himself a 

composite manifestation of the physical 

elementals of all manifested nature. –TCF:78



Fetahil: Ptahil (Gnostic) With the Nazarene 
Gnostics, the builder of the material worlds. 
In the Codex Nazaraeus, Abatur, the Father, 
opens a gate and walks to the dark water 
(chaos) and looks down into it. The darkness 
reflects the image, whereupon a son 
appears or is emanated, the Logos or 
Demiurge, Fetahil. Because Fetahil is thus 
produced in order to bring forth the worlds 
of manifestation, the Codex describes him 
as being immersed in the abyss of 
primordial stuff or matter (chaos), 
soliloquizing on his inability alone to 
produce it. Whereupon Spiritus (the Gnostic 
“Mother”) appears and unites with 
Karabtanos, cosmic kama involved in 
primordial matter, thus bringing forth seven 
stellars. These are, however, seven imperfect 
figures “which represent also the seven 
capital sins, the progeny of an astral soul 
separated from its divine source (spirit) and 
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Seeing this, Fetahil extends his hand 
towards the abyss of matter, and says: — 

‘Let the Earth exist, just as the abode of the 
powers has exited.’ Dipping his hand in the 
chaos, which he condenses, he creates our 
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Father-Mother-Son is composed of Ferho, 
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concealed or nonmanifest — a pure 
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Karabtanos,† 'who was frantic and without 

sense and judgment,' and says to him:—'Arise, 

see, the splendour (light) of the newest man 

(Fetahil) has failed (to produce or create men), 

the decrease of this splendour is visible. Rise up, 

come with thy MOTHER (the Spiritus) and free 

thee from limits by which thou art held, and 

those more ample than the whole world.'

VERSE 5 

At the fourth (Round, or 

revolution of life and being 

around “the seven smaller 

wheels”) (a), the sons are told 

to create their images. One 

third refuses. Two (thirds) 

obey.  

The curse is pronounced; they 

will be born on the fourth, 

suffer and cause suffering; 

this is the First War.



*Fetahil is identical with the host of the 

Pitris who "created Man" as only a "shell." 

He was, with the Nazarenes, the king of 
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he is the unlucky Prometheus, who fails to 
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†The spirit of Matter and Concupiscence; 

"Kamarupa" minus "Manas," Mind.
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After which follows the union of the frantic and 

blind matter, guided by the insinuations of the 

spirit (not the Divine breath but the Astral spirit, 

which by its double essence is already tainted 

with matter); and the offer of the MOTHER being 

accepted, the Spiritus conceives "Seven 

Figures," and the seven stellars (planets) which 

represent also the seven capital sins, the 

progeny of an astral soul separated from its 

divine source (spirit) and matter, the blind 

demon of concupiscence. Seeing this, Fetahil 

extends his hand towards the abyss of matter, 

and says:—'Let the Earth exist, just as the 

abode of the powers has existed.' Dipping his 

hand in the chaos, which he condenses, he 

creates our planet."‡
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of Light," but thou art the "Messenger of Life.”† 
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 ∫∫ This Mano of the Nazarenes strangely resembles the Hindu 
Manu, the Heavenly Man of the "Rig Vedas." 
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