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Nearly every religion of the world 
shows traces of astrological influence. 
The Old Testament of the Jews, its 
writings overshadowed by Egyptian 
culture, is a mass of astrological and 
astronomical allegories. Nearly all the 
mythology of Greece and Rome may 
be traced in star groups. Some writers 
are of the opinion that the original 
twenty-two letters of the Hebrew 
alphabet were derived from groups of 
stars, and that the starry handwriting 
on the wall of the heavens referred to 
words spelt out, with fixed stars for 
consonants, and the planets, or 
luminaries, for vowels. These, coming 
into ever-different combinations, spelt 
words which, when properly read, 
foretold future events.                                 
As the zodiacal band marks the 

pathway of the sun through the 
constellations, it results in the 
phenomena of the seasons. The 
ancient systems of measuring the year 
were based upon the equinoxes and 
the solstices. The year always began 
with the vernal equinox, celebrated 
March 21 with rejoicing to mark the 
moment when the sun crossed the 
equator northward up the zodiacal arc. 
The summer solstice was celebrated 
when the sun reached its most 
northerly position, and the day 
appointed was June 21. After that time 
the sun began to descend toward the 
equator, which it recrossed 
southbound at the autumnal equinox, 
September 21. The sun reached its 
most southerly position at the winter 
solstice, December 21.
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Four of the signs of the zodiac have 

been permanently dedicated to the 

equinoxes and the solstices; and, 

while the signs no longer correspond 

with the ancient constellations to 

which they were assigned, and from 

which they secured their names, 

they are accepted by modern 

astronomers as a basis of calculation. 

The vernal equinox is therefore said 

to occur in the constellation of Aries 

(the Ram). It is fitting that of all 

beasts a Ram should be placed at the 

head of the heavenly flock forming 

the zodiacal band. Centuries before 

the Christian Era, the pagans revered 

this constellation. Godfrey Higgins 

states: "This constellation was called 

the 'Lamb of God.' He was also called 

the 'Savior,' and was said to save 

mankind from their sins. He was 

always honored with the appellation 

of 'Dominus' or 'Lord.' He was called 

the 'Lamb of God which taketh away 

the sins of the world.' The devotees 

addressing him in their litany, 

constantly repeated the words, 'O 

Lamb of God, that taketh away the 

sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Grant us Thy peace."' Therefore, the 

Lamb of God is a title given to the 

sun, who is said to be reborn every 

year in the Northern Hemisphere in 

the sign of the Ram, although, due to 

the existing discrepancy between 

the signs of the zodiac and the 

actual star groups, it actually rises in 

the sign of Pisces.
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Adoration of the Mystic Lamb 


by Hubert and Jan van Eyck



The summer solstice is regarded as 

occurring in Cancer (the Crab), which 

the Egyptians called the scarab--a 

beetle of the family Lamellicornes, the 

head of the insect kingdom, and 

sacred to the Egyptians as the symbol 

of Eternal Life. It is evident that the 

constellation of the Crab is 

represented by this peculiar creature 

because the sun, after passing through 

this house, proceeds to walk 

backwards, or descend the zodiacal 

arc. Cancer is the symbol of 

generation, for it is the house of the 

Moon, the great Mother of all things 

and the patroness of the life forces of 

Nature. Diana, the moon goddess of 

the Greeks, is called the Mother of the 

World. Concerning the worship of the 

feminine or maternal principle, Richard 

Payne Knight writes:


"By attracting or heaving the waters of 
the ocean, she naturally appeared to 
be the sovereign of humidity; and by 
seeming to operate so powerfully 
upon the constitutions of women, she 
equally appeared to be the patroness 
and regulatress of nutrition and 
passive generation: whence she is said 
to have received her nymphs, or 
subordinate personifications, from the 
ocean; and is often represented by the 
symbol of the sea crab, an animal that 
has the property of spontaneously 
detaching from its own body any limb 
that has been hurt or mutilated, and 
reproducing another in its place." (The 
Symbolical Language of Ancient Art and 
Mythology.) This water sign, being 
symbolic of the maternal principle of 
Nature, and recognized by the pagans 
as the origin of all life, was a natural 
and consistent domicile of the moon.
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…the Moon is the ruler of Cancer… 

Here you have the idea of form being 

the custodian of a living spiritual 

essence, of the home, whether the 

home is the fourth or lowest aspect of 

the personality or the fourth kingdom 

in nature, but all ruled by the fourth 

Ray of Harmony through Conflict—a 

harmony to be wrought out within the 

form on Earth. –EA:508
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As the heat of the Sun animated the 

seminal particles of terrestrial matter, so 

was the humidity of the Moon supposed 

to nourish and mature them; and as her 

orbit was held to be the boundary that 

separated the celestial from the 

terrestrial world, she was the mediatress 

between both; the primary subject of the 

one, and sovereign of the other, who 

tempered the subtilty of ethereal spirit to 

the grossness of earthly mater, so as to 

make them harmonise and unite. –The 

Symbolical Language of Ancient Art and 

Mythology:99-100
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Like Leo, which is ruled in all its three expressions 

(orthodox, esoteric and hierarchical) by the Sun, 

Cancer is the only other sign which is ruled by only 

one planet, though in orthodox astrology, the Moon is 

substituted for Neptune because it is the form nature 

which is dominant in the longest stage of human 

unfoldment, just as esoterically, it is the feeling-

sensitive nature which dominates the average man; it 

is with this stable tendency that the disciple has to 

wrestle. In the mass mind (of which Cancer is the 

truest expression), it is fortunate that Neptune is 

veiled by the Moon and that the form fails to register 

or step down many of the impacts to which the true 

man is sensitive. Average humanity is not yet fully 

equipped to bear the full range of these impacts, to 

handle them constructively or to transmute them and 

interpret them accurately. -EA:321-2



The autumnal equinox apparently 

occurs in the constellation of Libra 

(the Balances). The scales tipped and 

the solar globe began its pilgrimage 

toward the house of winter. The 

constellation of the Scales was placed 

in the zodiac to symbolize the power 

of choice, by means of which man 

may weigh one problem against 

another. Millions of years ago, when 

the human race was in the making, 

man was like the angels, who knew 

neither good nor evil. He fell into the 

state of the knowledge of good and 

evil when the gods gave him the 

seed for the mental nature. From 

man's mental reactions to his 

environments he distills the product 

of experience, which then aids him to 

regain his lost position plus an 

individualized intelligence. Paracelsus 

said: "The body comes from the 

elements, the soul from the stars, and 

the spirit from God. All that the 

intellect can conceive of comes from 

the stars [the spirits of the stars, 

rather than the material 

constellations]."


The constellation of Capricorn, in 

which the winter solstice 

theoretically takes place, was called 

The House of Death, for in winter all 

life in the Northern Hemisphere is at 

its lowest ebb. Capricorn is a 

composite creature, with the head 

and upper body of a goat and the tail 

of a fish. In this constellation the sun 

is least powerful in the Northern 

Hemisphere, and after passing 

through this constellation it 

immediately begins to increase. 
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state of the knowledge of good and 

evil when the gods gave him the 

seed for the mental nature. From 

man's mental reactions to his 

environments he distills the product 

of experience, which then aids him to 

regain his lost position plus an 

individualized intelligence. Paracelsus 

said: "The body comes from the 

elements, the soul from the stars, and 

the spirit from God. All that the 

intellect can conceive of comes from 

the stars [the spirits of the stars, 

rather than the material 

constellations]."


The constellation of Capricorn, in 

which the winter solstice 

theoretically takes place, was called 

The House of Death, for in winter all 

life in the Northern Hemisphere is at 

its lowest ebb. Capricorn is a 

composite creature, with the head 

and upper body of a goat and the tail 

of a fish. In this constellation the sun 

is least powerful in the Northern 

Hemisphere, and after passing 

through this constellation it 

immediately begins to increase. 
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negative, taking the line of acquiescence, 

of falling in with the law. Only the human 
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of divine acquiescence. Yet, owing to the 

increase of friction through that very 

struggle, they progress with a relatively 

greater rapidity than the devas. They have 

need to do this, for they have lost ground 

to make up.  –TCF:575
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First of all, Capricorn is an earth 
sign, and in it we have expressed 
the densest point of concrete 
materialisation of which the 
human soul is capable…

Secondly, Capricorn is ever the 
sign of conclusion, and of this the 
mountain top is frequently 
(though not always) the symbol, 
for it marks the point beyond 
which further ascent in any 
particular life cycle is not 
possible. Capricorn is, therefore, 
the sign of what has been called 
esoterically "periodic arresting." 
Progress becomes impossible 
under the existing forms, and 

there has to be the descent into 
the valley of pain, despair and 
death before a fresh attempt to 
scale the heights takes place…

Thirdly, Capricorn is, as a 
consequence of all the above, the 
sign in which is inaugurated a 
new cycle of effort, whether this 
effort is in connection with the 
individual man or with the 
initiate. Effort, strain, struggle, 
the fight with the forces native to 
the underworld, or the strenuous 
conditions entailed by the tests 
of discipleship or initiation—
these are distinctive of 
experience in Capricorn. –EA:158-9   





The pagans believed that the zodiac 

formed the body of the Grand Man of 

the Universe. This body, which they 

called the Macrocosm (the Great World), 

was divided into twelve major parts, 

one of which was under the control of 

the celestial powers reposing in each of 

the zodiacal constellations. Believing 

that the entire universal system was 

epitomized in man's body, which they 

called the Microcosm (the Little World), 

they evolved that now familiar figure of 

"the cut-up man in the almanac" by 

allotting a sign of the zodiac to each of 

twelve major parts of the human body.





Aries: Head, face, brain, and eyes



Taurus: Neck, throat, vocal cords, and thyroid



Gemini: Arms, lungs, hands, and nervous system



Cancer: Chest, stomach, breasts, and diaphragm



Leo: Heart, upper back, and spine



 Virgo: Abdomen, intestines, and digestive system



Libra: Lower back, kidneys, and bladder



 Scorpio: Genitals, reproductive organs, and colon



Sagittarius: Hips, thighs, and liver



Capricorn: Knees, bones, skin, and teeth



 Aquarius: Calves, ankles, and circulatory system



 Pisces: Feet and lymphatic system



In this constellation the sun is least 

powerful in the Northern 

Hemisphere, and after passing 

through this constellation it 

immediately begins to increase. 

Hence the Greeks said that Jupiter (a 

name of the Sun God) was suckled 

by a goat. A new and different 

sidelight on zodiacal symbolism is 

supplied by John Cole, in A Treatise 

on the Circular Zodiac of Tentyra, in 

Egypt: "The symbol therefore of the 

Goat rising from the body of a fish 

[Capricorn], represents with the 

greatest propriety the mountainous 

buildings of Babylon rising out of its 

low and marshy situation; the two 

horns of the Goat being 

emblematical of the two towns, 

Nineveh and Babylon, the former 

built on the Tigris, the latter on the 

Euphrates; but both subjected to 

one sovereignty.”                                                    

The period of 2,160 years required 

for the regression of the sun 

through one of the zodiacal 

constellations is often termed an 

age. According to this system, the 

age secured its name from the sign 

through which the sun passes year 

after year as it crosses the equator at 

the vernal equinox. From this 

arrangement are derived the terms 

The Taurian Age, The Aryan Age, The 

Piscean Age, and The Aquarian Age. 

During these periods, or ages, 

religious worship takes the form of 

the appropriate celestial sign--that 

which the sun is said to assume as a 

personality in the same manner that 

a spirit assumes a body. These 

twelve signs are the jewels of his 

breastplate and his light shines forth 

from them, one after the other.
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Hence we may esteem the visions of Daniel, and the 

Revelation of St. John, as the most accurate accounts we 

at present possess of the significations of the Babylonish 

symbolical imagery ; and may consequently use those 

holy books for the explication of this and following 

emblematical figures. –A Treatise on the Circular Zodiac of 

Tentyra, in Egypt:75
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From a consideration of this system, it is 
readily understood why certain religious 
symbols were adopted during different 
ages of the earth's history; for during the 
2,160 years the sun was in the 
constellation of Taurus, it is said that the 
Solar Deity assumed the body of Apis, 
and the Bull became sacred to Osiris. (For 
details concerning the astrological ages 
as related to Biblical symbolism, see The 
Message of the Stars by Max and Augusta 
Foss Heindel.) During the Aryan Age the 
Lamb was held sacred and the priests 
were called shepherds. Sheep and goats 
were sacrificed upon the altars, and a 
scapegoat was appointed to bear the 
sins of Israel.                                                

During the Age of Pisces, the Fish was 
the symbol of divinity and the Sun God 
fed the multitude with two small fishes. 
The frontispiece of Inman's Ancient Faiths 
shows the goddess Isis with a fish on her 
head; and the Indian Savior God, 

Christna, in one of his incarnations was 
cast from the mouth of a fish.


Not only is Jesus often referred to as the 
Fisher of Men, but as John P. Lundy writes: 
"The word Fish is an abbreviation of this 
whole title, Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Savior, and Cross; or as St. Augustine 
expresses it, 'If you join together the 
initial letters of the five Greek words, 

Ἰησοῦς Χριστος Θεου Υιὸσ Σωτήρ, 
which mean Jesus Christ, Son of God, 
Savior, they will make ΙΧΘΥΣ, Fish, in 
which word Christ is mystically 
understood, because He was able to live 
in the abyss of this mortality as in the 
depth of waters, that is, without 
sin.'" (Monumental Christianity.) Many 
Christians observe Friday, which is sacred 
to the Virgin (Venus), upon which day 
they shall eat fish and not meat. The sign 
of the fish was one of the earliest 
symbols of Christianity; and when drawn 
upon the sand, it informed one Christian 
that another of the same faith was near.
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The majority of the priests say that “Osiris” and 

“Apis” have been woven together into the 

same name [Serapis], explaining and teaching 

that we should look on the Apis as an en-

formed image of the soul of Osiris. –Thrice-

greatest Hermes, v.1, p.304



It was necessary that he [the bull as candidate for 

the solar incarnation as Apis] should be black, with 

a triangle of white on his forehead, a white spot in 

the shape of a crescent on his side, and sort of knot, 

like a beetle, u inter his tongue. When one was 

found, he was fed four moutuis in a building facing 

the East. At the new moon ho was led to a splendid 

ship, with great solemnity, and conveyed to 

Heliopolis, where he was fed forty days more by 

priests and women. After this no one was permitted 

to approach him. From Heliopolis he was taken to 

Memphis, where he had a temple, two chapels to 

dwell in, and a lai'ge court for exercise. He had the 

gift of prophecy. The omen was good or bad as he 

went into one chapel or the other. Notwithstanding 

all this reverence, he was not suffered to live 

beyond 25 years. His death caused universal 

mourning. He was an important symbol in the 

mysteries of Isis. –General History of Freemasonry:84-5


