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Meanwhile, before leaving home for Ceylon, I had 

written to H.P.B. my intention to retire from the 

Presidentship and to give her the entire executive, 

as well as spiritual management, which she 

seemed anxious to acquire; I reminded her that 

our pioneering work was practically finished, and 

she could easily find half a dozen better educated 

and more yielding men than myself to help her 

continue the movement. My intention was also 

communicated to a number of our leading men, 

both of the East and West. I was so much in 

earnest that I wrote to Ootacamund to ascertain 

what was the best season for me to begin building 

a cottage which I intended for my old-age retreat

—and where this very chapter is being written. 

Protests came pouring in from all sides, and a 

number of my correspondents announced that 

they should leave the Society unless I consented 

to remain.

Colonel Henry Steele Olcott



H.P.B. cabled Keightley that she would not 

allow him to read to the Convention a friendly 

farewell address to myself, which he had 

drafted and sent her a copy of for approval; 

she said that the Masters disapproved of my 

resignation, and by the next mail she wrote 

him a positive order to return at once if I 

should retire, threatening herself to withdraw 

and dismember the     T. S. By the next week’s 

mail, which reached me on the last day of the 

year, she offered to make any sacrifice to keep 

me in office. As, in any case, the ruin of the 

Society was prophesied by so many of my 

most valued friends, I consented to continue 

in office for the present, and my 

announcement of this decision provoked a 

storm of applause at the Convention when 

my Annual Address was read. In notifying H. P 

. B. of my suspended resignation, I told her 

that my continuance in office would depend 

upon her readiness to alter the form of 

obligation which candidates for the E. S. were 

then taking. –ODL4:259-60

Theosophical Society, Adyar, India (1883)



The Darwinian theory, however, of the transmission 

of acquired faculties, is neither taught nor accepted 

in Occultism. Evolution, in it, proceeds on quite 

other lines; the physical, according to esoteric 

teaching, evolving gradually from the spiritual, 

mental, and psychic. This inner soul of the physical 

cell—this "spiritual plasm" that dominates the 

germinal plasm—is the key that must open one day 

the gates of the terra incognita of the Biologist, now 

called the dark mystery of Embryology. (See text and 

note infra.) 

(f ) The Fifth group is a very mysterious one, as it is 

connected with the Microcosmic Pentagon, the five-

pointed star representing man. In India and Egypt 

these Dhyanis were connected with the Crocodile, 

and their abode is in Capricornus. These are 

convertible terms in Indian astrology, as this (tenth) 

sign of the Zodiac is called Makara, loosely 

translated "crocodile."

VERSE 1 

1. Behold the beginning of sentient 

formless life (a). 

First, the Divine (vehicle) (b), the 

One from the mother-spirit (atman); 

then the Spiritual—(atma-buddhi, 

spirit-soul)* (c); (again) the Three 

from the One (d), the Four from the 

One (e), and the Five (f), from which 

the Three, the Five and the Seven (g)

—These are the Three-fold and the 

Four-fold downward; the "Mind-born 

sons of the First Lord 

(Avalôkitêswara) the Shining Seven 

(the "builders")†. It is They who are 

Thou, Me, Him, O Lanoo; They who 

watch over thee and Thy Mother, 

Bhumi (the earth).
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Thus the defunct “Osirified" became the god Khem, 
who "gleans the field of Aanroo," i.e., he gleans either 
his reward or punishment, as that field is the celestial 
locality (Devachan) where the defunct is given 
wheat, the food of divine justice. The fifth group of 
the celestial Beings is supposed to contain in itself 
the dual attributes of both the spiritual and physical 
aspects of the Universe; the two poles, so to say, of 
Mahat the Universal Intelligence, and the dual nature 
of man, the spiritual and the physical. Hence its 
number Five, multiplied and made into ten, 
connecting it with Makara, the 10th sign of Zodiac. 

(g) The sixth and seventh groups partake of the 
lower qualities of the Quaternary. They are 
conscious, ethereal Entities, as invisible as Ether, 
which are shot out like the boughs of a tree from the 
first central group of the four, and shoot out in their 
turn numberless side groups, the lower of which are 
the Nature-Spirits, or Elementals of countless kinds 
and varieties; from the formless and unsubstantial—
the ideal THOUGHTS of their creators—down to the 
Atomic, though, to human perception, invisible 
organisms. 
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The 7 Creative Hierarchies of the 2nd Solar System
6 I Divine Flames, Divine Lives, Lions of Life, 

Sons of Necessity, Burning sons of desire. 
EA39. The Son of God Himself, the 1st born 

in a cosmic sense. EA38. 
Symbol: Golden lotus w/ petals folded. EA38. 

The #’s for CH’s 1-7 listed below are from 
EA36. 
6-1-7 

1. Leo 
Sun [Uranus] 

Orange 
Head Center

Energy Types from 7 Constellations
Parashakti– Supreme energy 

The 1st aspect of the 6th type of 
cosmic electricity. [Notice 

correlation to #’s in the “Names” 
column] EA39.  Expresses the 

mental vibration of the solar logos. 
EA40.

7

7 II Divine Builders, (Conferring Soul), Bright-
crested. SD1-453. 

7-2-6

2. Virgo 
Jupiter– Blue– 
Heart Center

Kriyashakti– Materializing ideal 
The 2nd aspect of the 7th type of 

force

6

8 III Lesser Builders (Conferring form), The Triple 
Flowers,  

The Triads. EA40. 
Lords of Sacrifice and Love. EA41. 

8-3-5

3. Libra 
Saturn– Green– 
Throat Center

Jnanashakti– Force of Mind 
Wields the 3rd aspect of electric 
force of the 1st type of cosmic 

energy.

5

9 IV Human Hierarchy, The Initiates, Lords of 
Sacrifice, Lords of Love, Human Monads, 
Imperishable Jivas. EA42. Solar Angels. 

Lords of Flame  
9-4-4

4. Scorpio 
Mercury– 

Yellow– [Solar 
Plexus] 

Mantrikashakti 
The WORD made flesh– Speech

4

10 V Human Personality, The Crocodiles 
[Dragons], Makara, the mystery 

Seekers of Satisfaction. EA41. The Perfect 
Ones. EA42. The Fivefold Links,  

10-5-3

5. Capricorn 
Venus– Indigo– 

[Spleen]

Ichchhashakti 
Will to manifest

3

11 VI Lunar Lords, Sacrificial Fires, Greater 
Builders 
11-6-2

6. Sagittarius 
Mars– Red

Kundalinishakti 
Energy of Matter. Form

2

12 VII Elemental Lives, The Basket of Nourishment 
The Blinded Lives, The Lesser Builders 

12-7-1

7. Aquarius 
The Moon– 

Violet

None 
[Instinctual selfishness]

1

A clue to the mystery lies also in the 
relation of this fifth group to the two 
contracting poles. They are the five-fold 
Links, the "Benign Uniters" and "the 
Producers of the Atonement." Esoterically, 
they are the "Saviours of the Race" and from 
Them emanates that principle which—in 
conjunction with the highest aspect—lifts 
the lower aspect up to Heaven. –TCF:1204
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"The devas hear the word go forth. They 
sacrifice themselves and out of their own 
substance they build the form 
desired. They draw life and the material 
from themselves, and yield themselves to 
the divine impulse.” –EA:50

Colossal Head of Aztec Moon Goddess Coyolxauhqui,  

discovered at Tenochtitlan.
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The 7 Creative Hierarchies of the 2nd Solar System
# Ray Names, Symbols, and Numbers (# down, # in this SS, # up) Sign Energy #UP

6 I Divine Flames, Divine Lives, Lions of Life, Sons of Necessity, Burning sons of 
desire. EA39. The Son of God Himself, the 1st born in a cosmic sense. EA38. 

Symbol: Golden lotus w/ petals folded. EA38. 
6-1-7

1. Leo 
Sun [Uranus] 

Orange 
Head Center

Parashakti– Supreme energy 
The 1st aspect of the 6th type of cosmic electricity. 
[Notice correlation to #’s in the “Names” column] 
EA39.  Expresses the mental vibration of the solar 

logos. EA40.

7

7 II Divine Builders, (Conferring Soul), Bright-crested. SD1-453. 
7-2-6

2. Virgo 
Jupiter– Blue– 
Heart Center

Kriyashakti– Materializing ideal 
The 2nd aspect of the 7th type of force

6

8 III Lesser Builders (Conferring form), The Triple Flowers,  
The Triads. EA40. 

Lords of Sacrifice and Love. EA41. 
8-3-5

3. Libra 
Saturn– Green– 
Throat Center

Jnanashakti– Force of Mind 
Wields the 3rd aspect of electric force of the 1st type 
of cosmic energy. They stand for the recurrent cycle 
of that 1st type symbolized by the number 8. EA41. 

5

9 IV Human Hierarchy, The Initiates, Lords of Sacrifice, Lords of Love, Human 
Monads, Imperishable Jivas. EA42. Solar Angels. Lords of Flame  

9-4-4

4. Scorpio 
Mercury– Yellow– 

[Solar Plexus] 

Mantrikashakti 
The WORD made flesh– Speech

4

10 V Human Personality, The Crocodiles [Dragons], Makara, the mystery 
Seekers of Satisfaction. EA41. The Perfect Ones. EA42. The Fivefold Links,  

The Benign Uniters, Producers of Atonement, Saviours of the Race,  
The Hearts of Fiery Love. EA46. 

10-5-3

5. Capricorn 
Venus– Indigo– 

[Spleen]

Ichchhashakti 
Will to manifest

3

11 VI Lunar Lords, Sacrificial Fires, Greater Builders 
11-6-2

6. Sagittarius 
Mars– Red

Kundalinishakti 
Energy of Matter. Form

2

12 VII Elemental Lives, The Basket of Nourishment 
The Blinded Lives, The Lesser Builders 

12-7-1

7. Aquarius 
The Moon– Violet

None 
[Instinctual selfishness]
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9 IV Human Hierarchy, The Initiates, Lords of Sacrifice, Lords of Love, Human 
Monads, Imperishable Jivas. EA42. Solar Angels. Lords of Flame  

9-4-4

4. Scorpio 
Mercury– Yellow– 

[Solar Plexus] 

Mantrikashakti 
The WORD made flesh– Speech

4

10 V Human Personality, The Crocodiles [Dragons], Makara, the mystery 
Seekers of Satisfaction. EA41. The Perfect Ones. EA42. The Fivefold Links,  

The Benign Uniters, Producers of Atonement, Saviours of the Race,  
The Hearts of Fiery Love. EA46. 

10-5-3

5. Capricorn 
Venus– Indigo– 

[Spleen]

Ichchhashakti 
Will to manifest

3

11 VI Lunar Lords, Sacrificial Fires, Greater Builders 
11-6-2

6. Sagittarius 
Mars– Red

Kundalinishakti 
Energy of Matter. Form

2

12 VII Elemental Lives, The Basket of Nourishment 
The Blinded Lives, The Lesser Builders 

12-7-1

7. Aquarius 
The Moon– Violet

None 
[Instinctual selfishness]

1

The 7 Creative Hierarchies of the 2nd Solar System



The latter are considered as the "Spirits of Atoms" for 
they are the first remove (backwards) from the 
physical Atom—sentient, if not intelligent creatures. 
They are all subject to Karma, and have to work it out 
through every cycle. For, as the doctrine teaches, 
there are no such privileged beings in the universe, 
whether in our or in other systems, in the outer or the 
inner worlds,* as the angels of the Western Religion 
and the Judean. A Dhyan Chohan has to become one; 
he cannot be born or appear suddenly on the plane of 
life as a full-blown angel. The Celestial Hierarchy of the 
present Manvantara will find itself transferred in the 
next cycle of life into higher, superior worlds, and will 
make room for a new hierarchy, composed of the 
elect ones of our mankind. Being is an endless cycle 
within the one absolute eternity, wherein move 
numberless inner cycles finite and conditioned. Gods, 
created as such, would evince no personal merit in 
being gods. Such a class of beings, perfect only by 
virtue of the special immaculate nature inherent in 
them, in the face of suffering and struggling 
humanity, and even of the lower creation, would be 
the symbol of an eternal injustice quite Satanic in 
character, an ever present crime.

VERSE 1 

1. Behold the beginning of sentient 

formless life (a). 

First, the Divine (vehicle) (b), the 

One from the mother-spirit (atman); 

then the Spiritual—(atma-buddhi, 

spirit-soul)* (c); (again) the Three 

from the One (d), the Four from the 

One (e), and the Five (f), from which 

the Three, the Five and the Seven (g)

—These are the Three-fold and the 

Four-fold downward; the "Mind-born 

sons of the First Lord 

(Avalôkitêswara) the Shining Seven 

(the "builders")†. It is They who are 

Thou, Me, Him, O Lanoo; They who 

watch over thee and Thy Mother, 

Bhumi (the earth).
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* A world when called "a higher world" is not higher 
by reason of its location, but because it is superior in 
quality or essence. Yet such a world is generally 
understood by the profane as "Heaven," and located 
above our heads.
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It is an anomaly and an impossibility in Nature. 

Therefore the "Four" and the "Three" have to 

incarnate as all other beings have. This sixth group, 

moreover, remains almost inseparable from man, 

who draws from it all but his highest and lowest 

principles, or his spirit and body, the five middle 

human principles being the very essence of those 

Dhyanis.* Alone, the Divine Ray (the Atman) 

proceeds directly from the One. When asked how 

that can be? How is it possible to conceive that 

those "gods," or angels, can be at the same time 

their own emanations and their personal selves? Is 

it in the same sense in the material world, where 

the son is (in one way) his father, being his blood, 

the bone of his bone and the flesh of his flesh? To 

this the teachers answer "Verily it is so." But one has 

to go deep into the mystery of BEING before one 

can fully comprehend this truth.
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4. Her heart had not yet opened for the 
one ray to enter, thence to fall, as three 
into four, into the lap of Maya.



7. Behold, oh Lanoo ! The radiant child of the two, the 
unparalleled refulgent glory : Bright Space Son of Dark 
Space, which emerges from the depths of the great 
dark waters. It is Oeaohoo the younger, the * * * He 
shines forth as the son ; he is the blazing Divine 
Dragon of Wisdom ; the One is Four, and Four takes to 
itself Three,† and the Union produces the Sapta, in 
whom are the seven which become the Tridasa (or the 
hosts and the multitudes). Behold him lifting the veil 
and unfurling it from east to west. He shuts out the 
above, and leaves the below to be seen as the great 
illusion. He marks the places for the shining ones, and 
turns the upper into a shoreless sea of fire, and the one 
manifested into the great waters.
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