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On the evening after our arrival in 

Ambasamudram,  we had the real pleasure of 

hearing a recitation of Puranas in the ancient 

style by an actor-pandit; there was a musical 

accompaniment on Indian instruments by a 

very good band. One can imagine what a 

gratification it would be to European 

Sanskritists if, at one of their Oriental 

Congresses, they could hear the sonorous 

slokas of the Aryan Scriptures recited so 

beautifully as they were by this orator on the 

above occasion. On the way to the Rishi’s Peak 

we halted at the Banatitham Falls and slept in 

the Forest Officer’s bungalow at Mundantoray! 

and although there were no doors to keep out 

the cold air, no furniture, swarming mosquitos 

to be counted by the cubic inch, and rumors 

of elephants and tigers being near, we slept 

the sleep of the weary. –ODL4:261-2
Ammaiyappar Temple in Ambasamudram, India





The Darwinian theory, however, of the transmission 

of acquired faculties, is neither taught nor accepted 

in Occultism. Evolution, in it, proceeds on quite 

other lines; the physical, according to esoteric 

teaching, evolving gradually from the spiritual, 

mental, and psychic. This inner soul of the physical 

cell—this "spiritual plasm" that dominates the 

germinal plasm—is the key that must open one day 

the gates of the terra incognita of the Biologist, now 

called the dark mystery of Embryology. (See text and 

note infra.) 

(f ) The Fifth group is a very mysterious one, as it is 

connected with the Microcosmic Pentagon, the five-

pointed star representing man. In India and Egypt 

these Dhyanis were connected with the Crocodile, 

and their abode is in Capricornus. These are 

convertible terms in Indian astrology, as this (tenth) 

sign of the Zodiac is called Makara, loosely 

translated "crocodile."

VERSE 1 

1. Behold the beginning of sentient 

formless life (a). 

First, the Divine (vehicle) (b), the 

One from the mother-spirit (atman); 

then the Spiritual—(atma-buddhi, 

spirit-soul)* (c); (again) the Three 

from the One (d), the Four from the 

One (e), and the Five (f), from which 

the Three, the Five and the Seven (g)

—These are the Three-fold and the 

Four-fold downward; the "Mind-born 

sons of the First Lord 

(Avalôkitêswara) the Shining Seven 

(the "builders")†. It is They who are 

Thou, Me, Him, O Lanoo; They who 

watch over thee and Thy Mother, 

Bhumi (the earth).





The 7 Creative Hierarchies of the 2nd Solar System
6 I Divine Flames, Divine Lives, Lions of Life, 

Sons of Necessity, Burning sons of desire. 
EA39. The Son of God Himself, the 1st born 

in a cosmic sense. EA38. 
Symbol: Golden lotus w/ petals folded. EA38. 

The #’s for CH’s 1-7 listed below are from 
EA36. 
6-1-7 

1. Leo 
Sun [Uranus] 

Orange 
Head Center

Energy Types from 7 Constellations
Parashakti– Supreme energy 

The 1st aspect of the 6th type of 
cosmic electricity. [Notice 

correlation to #’s in the “Names” 
column] EA39.  Expresses the 

mental vibration of the solar logos. 
EA40.

7

7 II Divine Builders, (Conferring Soul), Bright-
crested. SD1-453. 

7-2-6

2. Virgo 
Jupiter– Blue– 
Heart Center

Kriyashakti– Materializing ideal 
The 2nd aspect of the 7th type of 

force

6

8 III Lesser Builders (Conferring form), The Triple 
Flowers,  

The Triads. EA40. 
Lords of Sacrifice and Love. EA41. 

8-3-5

3. Libra 
Saturn– Green– 
Throat Center

Jnanashakti– Force of Mind 
Wields the 3rd aspect of electric 
force of the 1st type of cosmic 

energy.

5

9 IV Human Hierarchy, The Initiates, Lords of 
Sacrifice, Lords of Love, Human Monads, 
Imperishable Jivas. EA42. Solar Angels. 

Lords of Flame  
9-4-4

4. Scorpio 
Mercury– 

Yellow– [Solar 
Plexus] 

Mantrikashakti 
The WORD made flesh– Speech

4

10 V Human Personality, The Crocodiles 
[Dragons], Makara, the mystery 

Seekers of Satisfaction. EA41. The Perfect 
Ones. EA42. The Fivefold Links,  

10-5-3

5. Capricorn 
Venus– Indigo– 

[Spleen]

Ichchhashakti 
Will to manifest

3

11 VI Lunar Lords, Sacrificial Fires, Greater 
Builders 
11-6-2

6. Sagittarius 
Mars– Red

Kundalinishakti 
Energy of Matter. Form

2

12 VII Elemental Lives, The Basket of Nourishment 
The Blinded Lives, The Lesser Builders 

12-7-1

7. Aquarius 
The Moon– 

Violet

None 
[Instinctual selfishness]

1







Colossal Head of Aztec Moon Goddess Coyolxauhqui,  

discovered at Tenochtitlan.







The latter are considered as the "Spirits of Atoms" for 
they are the first remove (backwards) from the 
physical Atom—sentient, if not intelligent creatures. 
They are all subject to Karma, and have to work it out 
through every cycle. For, as the doctrine teaches, 
there are no such privileged beings in the universe, 
whether in our or in other systems, in the outer or the 
inner worlds,* as the angels of the Western Religion 
and the Judean. A Dhyan Chohan has to become one; 
he cannot be born or appear suddenly on the plane of 
life as a full-blown angel. The Celestial Hierarchy of the 
present Manvantara will find itself transferred in the 
next cycle of life into higher, superior worlds, and will 
make room for a new hierarchy, composed of the 
elect ones of our mankind. Being is an endless cycle 
within the one absolute eternity, wherein move 
numberless inner cycles finite and conditioned. Gods, 
created as such, would evince no personal merit in 
being gods. Such a class of beings, perfect only by 
virtue of the special immaculate nature inherent in 
them, in the face of suffering and struggling 
humanity, and even of the lower creation, would be 
the symbol of an eternal injustice quite Satanic in 
character, an ever present crime.

VERSE 1 

1. Behold the beginning of sentient 

formless life (a). 

First, the Divine (vehicle) (b), the 

One from the mother-spirit (atman); 

then the Spiritual—(atma-buddhi, 

spirit-soul)* (c); (again) the Three 

from the One (d), the Four from the 

One (e), and the Five (f), from which 

the Three, the Five and the Seven (g)

—These are the Three-fold and the 

Four-fold downward; the "Mind-born 

sons of the First Lord 

(Avalôkitêswara) the Shining Seven 

(the "builders")†. It is They who are 

Thou, Me, Him, O Lanoo; They who 

watch over thee and Thy Mother, 

Bhumi (the earth).



It is an anomaly and an impossibility in Nature. 

Therefore the "Four" and the "Three" have to 

incarnate as all other beings have. This sixth group, 

moreover, remains almost inseparable from man, 

who draws from it all but his highest and lowest 

principles, or his spirit and body, the five middle 

human principles being the very essence of those 

Dhyanis.* Alone, the Divine Ray (the Atman) 

proceeds directly from the One. When asked how 

that can be? How is it possible to conceive that 

those "gods," or angels, can be at the same time 

their own emanations and their personal selves? Is 

it in the same sense in the material world, where 

the son is (in one way) his father, being his blood, 

the bone of his bone and the flesh of his flesh? To 

this the teachers answer "Verily it is so." But one has 

to go deep into the mystery of BEING before one 

can fully comprehend this truth.
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4. Her heart had not yet opened for the 
one ray to enter, thence to fall, as three 
into four, into the lap of Maya.



7. Behold, oh Lanoo ! The radiant child of the two, the 
unparalleled refulgent glory : Bright Space Son of Dark 
Space, which emerges from the depths of the great 
dark waters. It is Oeaohoo the younger, the * * * He 
shines forth as the son ; he is the blazing Divine 
Dragon of Wisdom ; the One is Four, and Four takes to 
itself Three,† and the Union produces the Sapta, in 
whom are the seven which become the Tridasa (or the 
hosts and the multitudes). Behold him lifting the veil 
and unfurling it from east to west. He shuts out the 
above, and leaves the below to be seen as the great 
illusion. He marks the places for the shining ones, and 
turns the upper into a shoreless sea of fire, and the one 
manifested into the great waters.
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*Paracelsus calls them the Flagæ; the Christians, 

the "Guardian Angels;" the Occultist, the 

"Ancestors, the Pitris;" they are the sixfold  Dhyan 

Chohans, having the six spiritual Elements in the 

composition of their bodies—in fact, men, minus 

the physical body.
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1. Spiritual Soul (Buddhi) 

2. Higher Mind (Manas) 

3. Desire/Emotion Body (Kāma-rūpa) 

4. Vital Energy (Prāṇa) 

5. Astral or Subtle Body (Liṅga-śarīra) 

6. Etheric or Subtle Life-Field
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(a) This sloka expresses the conception—a purely 

Vedantic one, as already explained elsewhere—of 

a life-thread, Sutratma, running through successive 

generations. How, then, can this be explained? By 

resorting to a simile, to a familiar illustration, 

though necessarily imperfect, as all our available 

analogies must be. Before resorting to it, however, I 

would ask whether it seems unnatural, least of all 

"supernatural," to any one of us, when we consider 

that process known as the growth and 

development of a fœtus into a healthy baby 

weighing several pounds evolves from what? From 

the segmentation of an infinitesimally small ovum 

and a spermatozoon; and afterwards we see that 

baby develop into a six-foot man! This refers to the 

atomic and physical expansion from the 

microscopically small into something very large, 

from the—to the naked eye—unseen, into the 

visible and objective. 

VERSE 2 

2. The one ray multiplies the smaller 

rays. Life precedes form, and life 

survives the last atom (of form, 

Sthula-sarira, external body). 

Through the countless rays the life-

ray, the one, like a thread through 

many beads (pearls) (a).
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Science has provided for all this; and, I dare say, her 

theories, embryological, biological, and 

physiological, are correct enough so far as exact 

observation of the material goes. Nevertheless, the 

two chief difficulties of the science of embryology

—namely, what are the forces at work in the 

formation of the fœtus, and the cause of 

"hereditary transmission" of likeness, physical, 

moral or mental—have never been properly 

answered; nor will they ever be solved till the day 

when scientists condescend to accept the Occult 

theories.* But if this physical phenomenon 

astonishes no one, except in so far as it puzzles the 

Embryologists, why should our intellectual and 

inner growth, the evolution of the human-spiritual 

to the Divine-Spiritual, be regarded as, or seem, 

more impossible than the other? Now to the simile.
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above specified, which he seems to have solved—as 
he thinks. For, when it is solved, Science will have 
stepped over into the domain of the truly occult, and 
stepped for ever out of the realm of transformation, 
as taught by Darwin. The two are irreconcilable, from 
the standpoint of materialism. Regarded from that of 
the Occultists, it solves all these mysteries. Those 
who are not acquainted with the new discovery of 
Professor Weissman—at one time a fervent 
Darwinist—ought to hasten to repair the deficiency. 
The German Embryologist-philosopher shows—thus 
stepping over the heads of the Greek Hippocrates 
and Aristotle, right back into the teachings of the old 
Aryans—one infinitesimal cell, out of millions of 
others at work in the formation of an organism, 
determining alone and unaided, by means of 
constant segmentation and multiplication, the 
correct image of the future man (or animal) in its 
physical, mental, and psychic characteristics. 
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It is that cell which impresses on the face and form of 
the new individual the features of the parents or of some 
distant ancestor; it is that cell again which transmits to 
him the intellectual and mental idiosyncracies of his 
sires, and so on. This Plasm is the immortal portion of 
our bodies—simply through the process of successive 
assimilations. Darwin's theory, viewing the 
embryological cell as an essence or the extract from all 
other cells, is set aside; it is incapable of accounting for 
hereditary transmission. There are but two ways of 
explaining the mystery of heredity; either the substance 
of the germinal cell is endowed with the faculty of 
crossing the whole cycle of transformations that lead to 
the construction of a separate organism and then to the 
reproduction of identical germinal cells; or, those 
germinal cells do not have their genesis at all in the body of 
the individual, but proceed directly from the ancestral 
germinal cell passed from father to son through long 
generations. It is the latter hypothesis that Weissmann 
accepted and has worked upon; and it is to this cell that 
he traces the immortal portion of man. So far, so good; 
and when this almost correct theory is accepted, how 
will Biologists explain the first appearance of this 
everlasting cell? Unless man "grew" like the "immortal 
Topsy," and was not born at all, but fell from the clouds, 
how was that embryological cell born in him?

VERSE 2 
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Now to the simile. 

Complete the physical plasm, mentioned in the last 
foot-note, the "Germinal Cell" of man with all its 
material potentialities, with the "spiritual plasm," so to 
say, or the fluid that contains the five lower principles 
of the six-principled Dhyan—and you have the secret, 
if you are spiritual enough to understand it. 

"When the seed of the animal man is cast into the soil 
of the animal woman, that seed cannot germinate 
unless it has been fructified by the five virtues (the 
fluid of, or the emanation from the principles) of the 
six-fold Heavenly man. Wherefore the Microcosm is 
represented as a Pentagon, within the Hexagon Star, 
the "Macrocosm." (“ .                  “) a work on Occult 
Embryology, Book I.). Then: "The functions of Jiva on 
this Earth are of a five-fold character. In the mineral 
atom it is connected with the lowest principles of the 
Spirits of the Earth (the six-fold Dhyanis); in the 
vegetable particle, with their second—the Prana (life); 
in the animal, with all these plus the third and the 
fourth; in man, the germ must receive the fruition of all 
the five.

VERSE 2 

2. The one ray multiplies the smaller 

rays. Life precedes form, and life 

survives the last atom (of form, 

Sthula-sarira, external body). 

Through the countless rays the life-

ray, the one, like a thread through 

many beads (pearls) (a).



Now to the simile. 

Complete the physical plasm, mentioned in the last 
foot-note, the "Germinal Cell" of man with all its 
material potentialities, with the "spiritual plasm," so to 
say, or the fluid that contains the five lower principles 
of the six-principled Dhyan—and you have the secret, 
if you are spiritual enough to understand it. 

"When the seed of the animal man is cast into the soil 
of the animal woman, that seed cannot germinate 
unless it has been fructified by the five virtues (the 
fluid of, or the emanation from the principles) of the 
six-fold Heavenly man. Wherefore the Microcosm is 
represented as a Pentagon, within the Hexagon Star, 
the "Macrocosm." (“ .                  “) a work on Occult 
Embryology, Book I.). Then: "The functions of Jiva on 
this Earth are of a five-fold character. In the mineral 
atom it is connected with the lowest principles of the 
Spirits of the Earth (the six-fold Dhyanis); in the 
vegetable particle, with their second—the Prana (life); 
in the animal, with all these plus the third and the 
fourth; in man, the germ must receive the fruition of all 
the five.

VERSE 2 

2. The one ray multiplies the smaller 

rays. Life precedes form, and life 

survives the last atom (of form, 

Sthula-sarira, external body). 

Through the countless rays the life-

ray, the one, like a thread through 

many beads (pearls) (a).



Now to the simile. 

Complete the physical plasm, mentioned in the last 
foot-note, the "Germinal Cell" of man with all its 
material potentialities, with the "spiritual plasm," so to 
say, or the fluid that contains the five lower principles 
of the six-principled Dhyan—and you have the secret, 
if you are spiritual enough to understand it. 

"When the seed of the animal man is cast into the soil 
of the animal woman, that seed cannot germinate 
unless it has been fructified by the five virtues (the 
fluid of, or the emanation from the principles) of the 
six-fold Heavenly man. Wherefore the Microcosm is 
represented as a Pentagon, within the Hexagon Star, 
the "Macrocosm." (“ .                  “) a work on Occult 
Embryology, Book I.). Then: "The functions of Jiva on 
this Earth are of a five-fold character. In the mineral 
atom it is connected with the lowest principles of the 
Spirits of the Earth (the six-fold Dhyanis); in the 
vegetable particle, with their second—the Prana (life); 
in the animal, with all these plus the third and the 
fourth; in man, the germ must receive the fruition of all 
the five.

VERSE 2 

2. The one ray multiplies the smaller 

rays. Life precedes form, and life 

survives the last atom (of form, 

Sthula-sarira, external body). 

Through the countless rays the life-

ray, the one, like a thread through 

many beads (pearls) (a).



Now to the simile. 

Complete the physical plasm, mentioned in the last 
foot-note, the "Germinal Cell" of man with all its 
material potentialities, with the "spiritual plasm," so to 
say, or the fluid that contains the five lower principles 
of the six-principled Dhyan—and you have the secret, 
if you are spiritual enough to understand it. 

"When the seed of the animal man is cast into the soil 
of the animal woman, that seed cannot germinate 
unless it has been fructified by the five virtues (the 
fluid of, or the emanation from the principles) of the 
six-fold Heavenly man. Wherefore the Microcosm is 
represented as a Pentagon, within the Hexagon Star, 
the "Macrocosm." (“ .                  “) a work on Occult 
Embryology, Book I.). Then: "The functions of Jiva on 
this Earth are of a five-fold character. In the mineral 
atom it is connected with the lowest principles of the 
Spirits of the Earth (the six-fold Dhyanis); in the 
vegetable particle, with their second—the Prana (life); 
in the animal, with all these plus the third and the 
fourth; in man, the germ must receive the fruition of all 
the five.

VERSE 2 

2. The one ray multiplies the smaller 

rays. Life precedes form, and life 

survives the last atom (of form, 

Sthula-sarira, external body). 

Through the countless rays the life-

ray, the one, like a thread through 

many beads (pearls) (a).



Now to the simile. 

Complete the physical plasm, mentioned in the last 
foot-note, the "Germinal Cell" of man with all its 
material potentialities, with the "spiritual plasm," so to 
say, or the fluid that contains the five lower principles 
of the six-principled Dhyan—and you have the 
secret, if you are spiritual enough to understand it. 

"When the seed of the animal man is cast into the soil 
of the animal woman, that seed cannot germinate 
unless it has been fructified by the five virtues (the 
fluid of, or the emanation from the principles) of the 
six-fold Heavenly man. Wherefore the Microcosm is 
represented as a Pentagon, within the Hexagon Star, 
the "Macrocosm." (“ .                  “) a work on Occult 
Embryology, Book I.). Then: "The functions of Jiva on 
this Earth are of a five-fold character. In the mineral 
atom it is connected with the lowest principles of the 
Spirits of the Earth (the six-fold Dhyanis); in the 
vegetable particle, with their second—the Prana (life); 
in the animal, with all these plus the third and the 
fourth; in man, the germ must receive the fruition of all 
the five.

VERSE 2 

2. The one ray multiplies the smaller 

rays. Life precedes form, and life 

survives the last atom (of form, 

Sthula-sarira, external body). 

Through the countless rays the life-

ray, the one, like a thread through 

many beads (pearls) (a).



Now to the simile. 

Complete the physical plasm, mentioned in the last 
foot-note, the "Germinal Cell" of man with all its 
material potentialities, with the "spiritual plasm," so to 
say, or the fluid that contains the five lower principles 
of the six-principled Dhyan—and you have the secret, 
if you are spiritual enough to understand it. 

"When the seed of the animal man is cast into the soil 
of the animal woman, that seed cannot germinate 
unless it has been fructified by the five virtues (the 
fluid of, or the emanation from the principles) of the 
six-fold Heavenly man. Wherefore the Microcosm is 
represented as a Pentagon, within the Hexagon Star, 
the "Macrocosm." (“ .                  “) a work on Occult 
Embryology, Book I.). Then: "The functions of Jiva on 
this Earth are of a five-fold character. In the mineral 
atom it is connected with the lowest principles of the 
Spirits of the Earth (the six-fold Dhyanis); in the 
vegetable particle, with their second—the Prana (life); 
in the animal, with all these plus the third and the 
fourth; in man, the germ must receive the fruition of all 
the five.

VERSE 2 

2. The one ray multiplies the smaller 

rays. Life precedes form, and life 

survives the last atom (of form, 

Sthula-sarira, external body). 

Through the countless rays the life-

ray, the one, like a thread through 

many beads (pearls) (a).



Now to the simile. 

Complete the physical plasm, mentioned in the last 
foot-note, the "Germinal Cell" of man with all its 
material potentialities, with the "spiritual plasm," so to 
say, or the fluid that contains the five lower principles 
of the six-principled Dhyan—and you have the secret, 
if you are spiritual enough to understand it. 

"When the seed of the animal man is cast into the soil 
of the animal woman, that seed cannot germinate 
unless it has been fructified by the five virtues (the 
fluid of, or the emanation from the principles) of the 
six-fold Heavenly man. Wherefore the Microcosm is 
represented as a Pentagon, within the Hexagon Star, 
the "Macrocosm." (“ .                  “) a work on Occult 
Embryology, Book I.). Then: "The functions of Jiva on 
this Earth are of a five-fold character. In the mineral 
atom it is connected with the lowest principles of the 
Spirits of the Earth (the six-fold Dhyanis); in the 
vegetable particle, with their second—the Prana (life); 
in the animal, with all these plus the third and the 
fourth; in man, the germ must receive the fruition of all 
the five.

VERSE 2 

2. The one ray multiplies the smaller 

rays. Life precedes form, and life 

survives the last atom (of form, 

Sthula-sarira, external body). 

Through the countless rays the life-

ray, the one, like a thread through 

many beads (pearls) (a).
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1. Ātman (Spirit) 
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6. Linga-śarīra (etheric template)
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1. Lower Mind (Manas) – Thought‐processes, perception, memory, and the everyday cognition of the personality. 

2. Emotional Instincts (Kama-rūpa) – Desire, passion, and the instinctual drives that motivate action.  

3. Vital Energy (Prāṇa) – Circulation of life-force, respiration, and metabolic activity.  

4. Etheric Template (Linga-śarīra) – The subtle blueprint or “double” that organizes physical form. 

5. Physical Sustenance (Sthūla-śarīra) – Nourishment, growth, and bodily maintenance.
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Otherwise he will be born no higher than an animal"; 
namely, a congenital idiot. Thus in man alone the Jiva 
is complete. As to his seventh principle, it is but one of 
the Beams of the Universal Sun. Each rational creature 
receives only the temporary loan of that which has to 
return to its source; while his physical body is shaped 
by the lowest terrestrial lives, through physical, 
chemical, and physiological evolution. "The Blessed 
Ones have nought to do with the purgations of 
matter." (Kabala, Chaldean Book of Numbers). 

It comes to this: Mankind in its first prototypal, 
shadowy form, is the offspring of the Elohim of Life (or 
Pitris); in its qualitative and physical aspect it is the 
direct progeny of the "Ancestors," the lowest Dhyanis, 
or Spirits of the Earth; for its moral, psychic, and 
spiritual nature, it is indebted to a group of divine 
Beings, the name and characteristics of which will be 
given in Book II. Collectively, men are the handiwork of 
hosts of various spirits; distributively, the tabernacles 
of those hosts; and occasionally and singly, the 
vehicles of some of them. 

VERSE 2 
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