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My first intimation of HPB’s death was 

received by me “telepathically” from herself, 

and this was followed by a second similar 

message. The third I got from one of the 

reporters present at my closing lecture in 

Sydney, who told me, as I was about leaving 

the platform, that a press message had come 

from London announcing her decease. In my 

Diary entry for 9th May, 1891, I say: “Had an 

uneasy foreboding of H. P . B. ’s death. ” In that 

of the following day it is written: “This 

morning I feel that H. P . B. is dead: the third 

warning. ” The last entry for that day says: 

“Cablegram, H. P . B. dead. ” Only those who 

saw us together, and knew of the close 

mystical tie between us, can understand the 

sense of bereavement that came over me 

upon receipt of the direful news. –ODL4:300
H.P.B and Colonel Henry Steele Olcott











It is an anomaly and an impossibility in Nature. 

Therefore the "Four" and the "Three" have to 

incarnate as all other beings have. This sixth group, 

moreover, remains almost inseparable from man, 

who draws from it all but his highest and lowest 

principles, or his spirit and body, the five middle 

human principles being the very essence of those 

Dhyanis.* Alone, the Divine Ray (the Atman) 

proceeds directly from the One. When asked how 

that can be? How is it possible to conceive that 

those "gods," or angels, can be at the same time 

their own emanations and their personal selves? Is 

it in the same sense in the material world, where 

the son is (in one way) his father, being his blood, 

the bone of his bone and the flesh of his flesh? To 

this the teachers answer "Verily it is so." But one has 

to go deep into the mystery of BEING before one 

can fully comprehend this truth.

VERSE 1 

1. Behold the beginning of sentient 

formless life (a). 

First, the Divine (vehicle) (b), the 

One from the mother-spirit (atman); 

then the Spiritual—(atma-buddhi, 

spirit-soul)* (c); (again) the Three 

from the One (d), the Four from the 

One (e), and the Five (f), from which 

the Three, the Five and the Seven (g)

—These are the Three-fold and the 

Four-fold downward; the "Mind-born 

sons of the First Lord 

(Avalôkitêswara) the Shining Seven 

(the "builders")†. It is They who are 

Thou, Me, Him, O Lanoo; They who 

watch over thee and Thy Mother, 

Bhumi (the earth).







(a) This sloka expresses the conception—a 

purely Vedantic one, as already explained 

elsewhere—of a life-thread, Sutratma, running 
through successive generations. How, then, can 
this be explained? By resorting to a simile, to a 

familiar illustration, though necessarily imperfect, 

as all our available analogies must be. Before 

resorting to it, however, I would ask whether it 

seems unnatural, least of all "supernatural," to any 

one of us, when we consider that process known 

as the growth and development of a fœtus into a 

healthy baby weighing several pounds evolves 

from what? From the segmentation of an 

infinitesimally small ovum and a spermatozoon; 

and afterwards we see that baby develop into a 

six-foot man! This refers to the atomic and physical 

expansion from the microscopically small into 

something very large, from the—to the naked eye

—unseen, into the visible and objective. 

VERSE 2 

2. The one ray multiplies the smaller 

rays. Life precedes form, and life 

survives the last atom (of form, 

Sthula-sarira, external body). 

Through the countless rays the life-

ray, the one, like a thread through 

many beads (pearls) (a).
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Science has provided for all this; and, I dare say, her 

theories, embryological, biological, and 

physiological, are correct enough so far as exact 

observation of the material goes. Nevertheless, the 

two chief difficulties of the science of embryology

—namely, what are the forces at work in the 

formation of the fœtus, and the cause of 

"hereditary transmission" of likeness, physical, 

moral or mental—have never been properly 

answered; nor will they ever be solved till the day 

when scientists condescend to accept the Occult 

theories.* But if this physical phenomenon 

astonishes no one, except in so far as it puzzles the 

Embryologists, why should our intellectual and 

inner growth, the evolution of the human-spiritual 

to the Divine-Spiritual, be regarded as, or seem, 

more impossible than the other? Now to the simile.
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Professor August Weismann



* The materialists and the evolutionists of the 
Darwinian school would be ill-advised to accept the 
newly worked-out theories of Professor Weissmann, 
the author of Beitrage zur Descendenzlehre, with 
regard to one of the two mysteries of Embryology, as 
above specified, which he seems to have solved—as 
he thinks. For, when it is solved, Science will have 
stepped over into the domain of the truly occult, and 
stepped for ever out of the realm of transformation, as 
taught by Darwin. The two are irreconcilable, from the 
standpoint of materialism. Regarded from that of the 
Occultists, it solves all these mysteries. Those who are 
not acquainted with the new discovery of Professor 
Weissman—at one time a fervent Darwinist—ought 
to hasten to repair the deficiency. The German 
Embryologist-philosopher shows—thus stepping over 
the heads of the Greek Hippocrates and Aristotle, 
right back into the teachings of the old Aryans—one 
infinitesimal cell, out of millions of others at work in 
the formation of an organism, determining alone and 
unaided, by means of constant segmentation and 
multiplication, the correct image of the future man (or 
animal) in its physical, mental, and psychic 
characteristics. 
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Now to the simile. 

Complete the physical plasm, mentioned in the last 
foot-note, the "Germinal Cell" of man with all its 
material potentialities, with the "spiritual plasm," so 
to say, or the fluid that contains the five lower 
principles of the six-principled Dhyan—and you have 
the secret, if you are spiritual enough to understand it. 

"When the seed of the animal man is cast into the soil 
of the animal woman, that seed cannot germinate 
unless it has been fructified by the five virtues (the 
fluid of, or the emanation from the principles) of the 
six-fold Heavenly man. Wherefore the Microcosm is 
represented as a Pentagon, within the Hexagon Star, 
the "Macrocosm." (“ .                  “) a work on Occult 
Embryology, Book I.). Then: "The functions of Jiva on 
this Earth are of a five-fold character. In the mineral 
atom it is connected with the lowest principles of the 
Spirits of the Earth (the six-fold Dhyanis); in the 
vegetable particle, with their second—the Prana (life); 
in the animal, with all these plus the third and the 
fourth; in man, the germ must receive the fruition of all 
the five.
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 Ātman (Spirit) 

 Buddhi (higher soul) 

 Manas (mind – undivided) 

 Kama-rūpa (desire) 

 Prāṇa (life-force) 

 Linga-śarīra (etheric template)

 Manas (lower mind)  

 Kama-rūpa (desire-body)  

 Prāṇa (life-force)  

  Linga-śarīra (desire body) 

 Sthūla-śarīra (physical body)





Otherwise he will be born no higher than an animal"; 
namely, a congenital idiot. Thus in man alone the Jiva 
is complete. As to his seventh principle, it is but one of 
the Beams of the Universal Sun. Each rational creature 
receives only the temporary loan of that which has to 
return to its source; while his physical body is shaped 
by the lowest terrestrial lives, through physical, 
chemical, and physiological evolution. "The Blessed 
Ones have nought to do with the purgations of 
matter." (Kabala, Chaldean Book of Numbers). 

It comes to this: Mankind in its first prototypal, 
shadowy form, is the offspring of the Elohim of Life (or 
Pitris); in its qualitative and physical aspect it is the 
direct progeny of the "Ancestors," the lowest Dhyanis, 
or Spirits of the Earth; for its moral, psychic, and 
spiritual nature, it is indebted to a group of divine 
Beings, the name and characteristics of which will be 
given in Book II. Collectively, men are the handiwork of 
hosts of various spirits; distributively, the tabernacles 
of those hosts; and occasionally and singly, the 
vehicles of some of them. 

VERSE 2 

2. The one ray multiplies the smaller 

rays. Life precedes form, and life 

survives the last atom (of form, 

Sthula-sarira, external body). 

Through the countless rays the life-
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In our present all-material Fifth Race, the earthly 
Spirit of the Fourth is still strong in us; but we are 
approaching the time when the pendulum of 
evolution will direct its swing decidedly upwards, 
bringing Humanity back on a parallel line with the 
primitive third Root-Race in Spirituality. During its 
childhood, mankind was composed wholly of that 
Angelic Host, who were the indwelling Spirits that 
animated the monstrous and gigantic tabernacles of 
clay of the Fourth Race built by (as they are now 
also) and composed of countless myriads of lives.* 
This sentence will be explained later on in the 
present Commentary. The "tabernacles" have 
improved in texture and symmetry of form, growing 
and developing with the globe that bore them; but 
the physical improvement took place at the expense 
of the spiritual inner man and nature. The three 
middle principles in earth and man became with 
every race more material; the Soul stepping back to 
make room for the physical intellect; the essence of 
elements becoming the material and composite 
elements now known.
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animated the monstrous and gigantic tabernacles of 
clay of the Fourth Race built by (as they are now 
also) and composed of countless myriads of lives.* 
This sentence will be explained later on in the 
present Commentary. The "tabernacles" have 
improved in texture and symmetry of form, growing 
and developing with the globe that bore them; but 
the physical improvement took place at the expense 
of the spiritual inner man and nature. The three 
middle principles in earth and man became with 
every race more material; the Soul stepping back to 
make room for the physical intellect; the essence of 
elements becoming the material and composite 
elements now known.

VERSE 2 

2. The one ray multiplies the smaller 

rays. Life precedes form, and life 

survives the last atom (of form, 

Sthula-sarira, external body). 

Through the countless rays the life-

ray, the one, like a thread through 

many beads (pearls) (a).
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*Science, dimly perceiving the truth, may find 
Bacteria and other infinitesimals in the human body, 
and see in them but occasional and abnormal 
visitors to which diseases are attributed. Occultism
—which discerns a life in every atom and molecule, 
whether in a mineral or human body, in air, fire or 
water—affirms that our whole body is built of such 
lives, the smallest bacteria under the microscope 
being to them in comparative size like an elephant 
to the tiniest infusoria.
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Man is not, nor could he ever be, the complete 
product of the "Lord God"; but he is the child of the 
Elohim, so arbitrarily changed into the singular 
masculine gender. The first Dhyanis, commissioned 
to "create" man in their image, could only throw off 
their shadows, like a delicate model for the Nature 
Spirits of matter to work upon. (See Book II.) Man is, 
beyond any doubt, formed physically out of the dust 
of the Earth, but his creators and fashioners were 
many. Nor can it be said that the "Lord God breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life," unless that God is 
identified with the "ONE LIFE," Omnipresent though 
invisible, and unless the same operation is 
attributed to "God" on behalf of every living Soul—
or Nephesch, which is the vital Soul, not the divine 
Spirit or Ruach, which ensures to man alone a divine 
degree of immortality, that no animal, as such, could 
ever attain in this cycle of incarnation.
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 Ātman (Spirit) 

 Buddhi (higher soul) 

 Manas (mind – undivided) 

 Kama-rūpa (desire) 

 Prāṇa (life-force) 

 Linga-śarīra (etheric template)

 Manas (lower mind)  

 Kama-rūpa (desire-body)  

 Prāṇa (life-force)  

  Linga-śarīra (desire body) 

 Sthūla-śarīra (physical body)
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It is the inadequate distinctions made by the Jews, 

and now by our Western metaphysicians, who, not 

knowing of, and being unable to understand, 

hence to accept, more than a triune man—Spirit, 

Soul, Body—thus confuse the "breath of life" with 

immortal Spirit.* This applies also directly to the 

Protestant theologians, who, in translating verse 8 

of Ch. III. in the Fourth Gospel, have entirely 

perverted the meaning. Indeed the verse is made 

to say "The wind bloweth where it listeth," instead 

of "the Spirit goeth where it willeth," as in the 

original and also in the translation of the Greek 

Eastern Church. 
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* The learned and very philosophical author of "New 
Aspects of Life" would impress upon his reader that 
the Nephesh chaiah (living soul), according to the 
Hebrews, "proceeded from, or was produced by, the 
infusion of the Spirit or Breath of Life into the 
quickening body of man, and was to supersede and 
take the place of that spirit in the thus constituted 
self, so that the spirit passed into, was lost sight of, 
and disappeared in the living Soul." The human 
body, he thinks, ought to be viewed as a matrix in 
which, and from which, the Soul (which he seems to 
place higher than the spirit) is developed—
considered functionally and from the standpoint of 
activity, the Soul stands undeniably higher in this 
finite and conditioned world of Maya—the Soul, he 
says, "is ultimately produced from the animated 
body of man." Thus the author identifies "Spirit" 
(Atma) simply with "the breath of life." The Eastern 
Occultists will demur to this statement, for it is 
based on the erroneous conception that Prana and 
Atma or Jivatma are one and the same thing.
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The author supports the argument by showing 

that with the ancient Hebrews, Greeks and even 

Latins, Ruach, Pneuma and Spiritus — with the 

Jews undeniably, and with the Greeks and 

Romans very probably — meant Wind; the Greek 

word Anemos (wind) and the Latin Anima “Soul” 

having a suspicious relation. This is very far 

fetched. A legitimate battle-field for deciding this 

question is hardly to be found, since Mr. Pratt 

seems to be a practical, matter-of-fact 

metaphysician, a kind of Kabalist-Positivist, and 

the Eastern metaphysicians, especially the 

Vedantins, are all Idealists. The Occultists are also 

of the extreme esoteric Vedantin school, and they 

call the One Life (Parabrahm), the Great Breath 

and the Whirlwind; but they disconnect the 

seventh principle entirely from matter or any 

relation to, or connection with it.
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