Blindness, Darkness

The occult law holds good in discipleship as in initiation, and the man goes forward blindly.  WM 169

We have all--disciples and initiates of all degrees--to enter the secret place of initiation with a sense of blindness (or loss of direction) and with a feeling of complete destitution.  DNA1 708

It is hard for disciples to realize what of beauty and opportunity lies ahead when confronted with a situation in which--at the time--they see no light and which involves the testing of their mental perceptions, their emotional reactions and their physical relationships.  All these three were involved in last year's testing and it took some months for you to see with clarity the trend of events.  DNA2 617

Complete detachment and discrimination must finally lead us to a condition of such complete aloneness that the horror of the great blackness will settle down upon us.  But when that pall of blackness is lifted and the light again pours in, the disciple sees that all that was grasped and treasured, and then lost and removed, has been restored, but with this difference--that it no longer holds the life imprisoned by desire.  EP2 34

... just as in the individual life there come the periods wherein the vision is obscured, the valley is traversed, and the stars shut out by the fog, so in connection with groups will the same be seen.  But bear in mind that after the valley is crossed (for all aspirants and for all truly spiritual groups) the Mount of Initiation is seen and ascended; after obscuration succeeds the vision, and after night comes the day.  WM 341

A blind spot.  This is one of the most frequent deterrents which confronts a Master as He seeks to lead His disciples along the Way of Service.  The disciple has some one great outstanding weakness of which he is entirely oblivious and completely unaware.  If told of its existence, he flatly, conscientiously and sincerely denies its presence.  He violently affirms the opposite virtue or strength.  Yet all the time, this affirmation simply indicates the effort of his soul to build in a quality which, when adequately strong, will result in the expulsion of the deterring fault.  As long as this condition exists, it is not possible for the disciple to be fully integrated into the Ashram, nor is it possible to convince him that--in this specific connection--he is totally blind.  Vision will eventually and inevitably come, but it will come as a result of the disciple's own effort and his self-initiated awakening; once awakened, never again will blindness be possible.  DNA2 481-482

Just as the individual has to pass through the stage wherein all "color" goes out of life as he emerges out of the glamour which conditions the astral plane, so groups in preparation for initiation must go through the same devastating process.  Glamour disappears, and for the first time the group (as is the case with the individual) walks in the light....

     The next lesson which the group unitedly apprehends is the significance of the words that "darkness is pure spirit."  This recognition, realization, apprehension, comprehension (call it what you will) is so overwhelming and all-embracing that distinctions and differences disappear.  The disciple realizes that they are only the result of the activity of substance in its form-making capacity and are consequently illusion and non-existent, from the angle of the spirit at rest in its own center.  The only realization left is that of pure Being Itself. 

     This realization necessarily comes to the disciple through the means of graded revelation and in balanced sequence; each contact with the Initiator leads the initiate closer to the center of pure darkness--a darkness which is the very antithesis of darkness as the non-initiate and the unenlightened understand.  It is a center or point of such intense brilliance that everything fades out and at the place of tension, and at the darkest point, let the group see a point of clear cold fire.  RI 173-174

Remember that initiation does not simply enhance and deepen the soul quality; it does not simply enable the personality to express soul powers, and thus emphasize and draw out the best that is in the disciple and his service, but it makes available to him, progressively, forces and energies of which he has had no previous knowledge and which he must learn to use as an initiate of a certain degree upon the Lighted Way.  It reveals to him worlds of being hitherto unsuspected and unrecognized, with which he must learn to cooperate, and it integrates him more definitely into the 'lighted area' of our planetary life, bringing fresh revelation and vision but making the unlighted area dark indeed.  DNA2 666

We come now to our second point, that initiation veils a secret and that the revelation of that secret is imminent.  Just what this secret is, I may not reveal, but it is concerned with a peculiar type of energy which can be induced at a moment of supreme tension.  The only possible hint I can give you in connection with this mysterious matter is that it is closely related to the "Blinding Light" which Saul of Tarsus saw on the road to Damascus and the "blinding light" which accompanied the discharge of energy from the atomic bomb.  The "Blinding Light" which ever accompanies true conversion (a rare and sudden happening always when true and real) and which is an attendant demonstration of all Lives Who have passed the human stage of consciousness--according to Their degree--and the light which is released by the fission of the atom are one and the same expression on different levels of consciousness, and definitely related to the processes and effects of initiation.  This will not even make sense to you until certain initiate-experiences have been undergone by you.  It is not easy for the average aspirant to realize that progressive stages upon the Path indicate a progressive ability to "take the Light."  When the aspirant prays in the new Invocation: "Let Light descend on Earth" he is invoking something which humanity will have to learn to handle; this is one of the things for which the disciples of the world must begin to prepare the race of men.  DNA2 327

Hitherto in the past, revelation has come unexpectedly, as it did to Saul of Tarsus in the Biblical narrative.  In sincerity, the disciple struggles and works and serves; blindly he goes forward, and oft in much bewilderment he seeks knowledge and receives it at unexpected moments, and these frequently increase, at least temporarily, his bewilderment.  But during the coming New Age, disciples will be taught how to work consciously and knowingly for light; they will be shown how to realize what will happen to them before they take the needed steps and follow initiation.  This will save much time and "focus the light in the desired place" far more rapidly than hitherto.

     You will see, therefore, why I have included this teaching upon the Points of Revelation in what I have to give you anent the processes of preparing for initiation.  It is essential that the modern disciple no longer goes forward blindly but that he cooperates intelligently in the new systems of training.  You will note the relation (if you call it no more than that) between the two phrases "points of revelation" and "mountain of initiation."  DNA2 308 

Hint Four.  "The initiate knows, because he works.  What does this hint mean to you?"

     The entire story of evolution is covered in these few words.  The Christ put it in other words when He said "If any man shall do His will, he shall know"; under the occult law, doing ever precedes knowledge because knowledge is gained through experiment and experience.  The disciple or aspirant works always in the dark, particularly in the early stages of his unfoldment, following a deep and hidden instinct towards right activity.  By that hard and persistent performance of duty, under the pressure of conscience at first, under the impulse of his awakening soul, and under the influence of the Master, he moves forward from darkness to light; he discovers that obedience to his spiritual instincts leads him inevitably into the realm of knowledge, and that knowledge--when acquired--is transformed eventually into wisdom.  He then becomes a Master and walks no longer in the dark.

     Aspirants usually bitterly resent the many cycles of darkness through which they seem to go; they complain of the difficulty of working in the dark and of seeing no light anywhere; they forget that the ability to work in the dark or in the light is all one inherent capacity.  The reason for this is that the soul knows nothing but being, and light and dark are--to the soul--one and the same thing.  Above everything else, knowledge comes through conscious experiment, and where there is no experimental activity no experience can be gained.  Knowledge is the reward of both these factors--a knowledge which is not theoretical but which is proven, factual, and the intelligent result of hard work; it is also the result of frequent distress (rightly handled) and of spiritual anticipation....Knowledge comes at first through the struggle to move forward into greater and clearer light; then it comes as the aspirant (seeking soul expression) learns to forget himself in the need of others as they demand whatever light and knowledge he may possess; wisdom takes the place of knowledge when, in the transmuting fires of struggle, pain and hard work, the aspirant transforms himself into the working disciple and is gradually absorbed into the ranks of the Hierarchy.  DNA2 393-395 

The hardest period for the sensitive, feeling aspirant is to be found between the second and the third initiations.

     It is a period of intense suffering, of the penalty of applying factors of glamour and illusion, of pronounced involvement in situations which, for a long time, remain unclarified, and of a steady moving forward as best the beleaguered aspirant can--under the influence of right direction and spiritual determination.  This he has usually to do in the dark, working under the action of the logical and understanding mind, but seldom under the influence of inspiration.  Nevertheless, the good work goes on.  The emotions are brought under control, and necessarily the factor of the mind assumes an increasingly right importance.  Light--flickering and as yet uncertain and unpredictable--pours occasionally in from the soul, via the mind, adding frequently to the complications but producing eventually the needed control which will lead to and result in freedom.  RI 683-684

Forget not that the aspirant to the Mysteries proceeds blindly in the early stages; only after the third initiation do the scales fall from his eyes.  DNA2 126

Initiation V.  The Revelation

As we undertake the consideration of the next initiation, you will find that three factors will emerge in a new light in your consciousness. ...These factors are:

The factor of Blindness, leading to revelation.

...The whole of life is revelation; the evolutionary process is, in relation to consciousness, a process of leading the blind out of darkened areas of consciousness into greater light, and therefore into a vaster vision.

As you know, this particular initiation has been called the "Resurrection" by the Christian world, emphasizing that aspect in the experience of the initiate which leads to revelation; i.e., his "rising out of the ocean of matter into the clear light of day."

...Having renounced the three worlds, and having returned--back from a contact of great importance and interest--to those three worlds and with all that is familiar in them, the initiate suddenly realizes that he has indeed been liberated, that he is indeed free, that he has been raised out of darkness and is now free in a new world of experiences.  RI 703-704

Initiation V.     Revelation.  Freedom from blindness--a liberation which enables the initiate to 

                        see a new vision.  This vision concerns the Reality lying beyond any hitherto          

                        sensed or known.  RI 686

There are three words connected with this [fifth] initiation which are of real importance to its correct understanding.  They are: Emergence. Will. Purpose.  With the emergence aspect we have already dealt under the term "raising up" or the "transition" from the darkness of matter to the light of the Spirit.  RI 714

The blinding force referred to can range all the way from the deep spiritual darkness in which the average man moves, through the blindness of which Saul of Tarsus was the exponent, up to that condition which overwhelms the highest Initiate as He awaits entrance into the Council Chamber of the Lord.

Blindness is a prelude to initiation of no matter what degree.  It is only at the last and highest initiation that the "tendency to blindness" comes to a complete end.  In the early stages of evolution, blindness is natural, innate, unavoidable and impenetrable.  For ages man walks in the dark.  Then comes the stage wherein this normal blindness is a protection, but has also entered a phase wherein it can be overcome.  Technically speaking, the blindness to which I have referred is something different.  From the moment when a human being catches the first, faint glimpse of the "something other" and sees himself in juxtaposition to that dimly sensed, distant reality, the blindness with which I have dealt is something imposed by the soul upon the hastening aspirant, so that the lessons of conscious experience, of discipleship, and later of initiation may be correctly assimilated and expressed; by its means, the hurrying seeker is defended from making too rapid and superficial progress.  It is depth and a profound "rootedness" (if I may coin such a word) for which the inner Teacher and later the Master looks, and "occult blindness," its need, its wise handling and its final elimination are part of the curriculum imposed upon the candidate.  This truth is recognized, though not truly interpreted, by the Masonic Fraternity.  In one of the most important and highest initiations, the candidate enters with unblinded eyes and no hoodwink is applied.  Then, halfway through the ceremony, he is blinded, and in that condition passes through the terrific tests, symbolic of a certain high stage upon the Path.

Blindness is therefore, esoterically speaking, the place of learning and is related to the eye, throat and heart doctrine.  It is not related to the dim vision, the sensing of half truths and the gropings of the aspirant in the process of learning about himself, or as he visions the goal and seeks to walk the Path.  That is a familiar condition and one to which all beginners are subjected and which they cannot avoid for it is inherent in their natures.  Occult blindness is spiritually induced and "blacks out" the glory and the promised attainment and reward.  The disciple is thrown back upon himself.  All he can see is his problem, his tiny field of experience, and his--to him--feeble and limited equipment.  It is to this stage that the prophet Isaiah refers when he speaks of giving to the struggling aspirant "the treasures of darkness."  The beauty of the immediate, the glory of the present opportunity and the need to focus upon the task and service of the moment are the rewards of moving forward into the apparently impenetrable darkness.  For the initiate, this blindness is still more esoteric; there remains for him absolutely no light whatsoever--no earth light nor any light within the three worlds at all.  There is only blackness.  To this the mystic has given the name "the dark night of the soul."  The true dark night (of which the mystic's dark night is only a dim reflection, to speak paradoxically) marks a very exalted state of Being and stage of development.  It was into the blackness and darkness that Christ penetrated as He overshadowed one of His Masters, the Master Jesus upon the Cross.  This will strike a new note for many, and can only now be revealed.  It is concerned with the facility with which a Master participates in the experience, subjectively realized, of the disciples whom he has prepared for initiation.  It relates also to the still higher identification of the Christ with those initiates who are taking the fourth and fifth initiations, such as the Master Jesus in the experience referred to above.  Christ is no longer the Initiator, but stands to the initiate as the Master does to the disciple.  It is a curious phase of "identical participation," which evokes no reaction from the Master or the Master of Masters, the Christ, except in so far as it enables the divine Participator Himself to face another area of darkness, veiling and hiding a still more supernal glory.  The above paragraph is far beyond the comprehension of the average student, but will be comprehended by those whose eyes are open to be blinded.  

Students must remember that the four veils upon the etheric plane are only the lower symbolic correspondences to certain great areas of divine expression, and that ever the glory must be approached through the darkness.  Such is the Law.  These higher veiling factors can be mentioned and enumerated, but more information concerning these mysteries, this separating darkness encountered by the initiate, may not be given:

VEIL I.  That which faces the disciple as he wrestles with the Dweller on the Threshold and  becomes conscious of the Angel of the Presence, though as yet he sees Him not.

VEIL II.  That which the initiate encounters at the fourth initiation and which forces him to cry out in his blindness: "My God, my God, why hast Thou forsaken me."  The words uttered by the Christ at the time, and as the Participator, have been forgotten by the orthodox, though preserved by the esotericist.  To them H.P.B. refers in The Secret Doctrine. 
 

VEIL III.  That mysterious blindness which overwhelms the initiate when--as the Embodiment of all the forces of the Spiritual Triad--He faces the Monad and is impelled forward by the "devastating Will" of the first aspect.  Of this I may not write.  It concerns the sixth and seventh initiations.

VEIL IV.  That "unknown impenetrable Void, the utter darkness of negation" which Those Who are in the Council Chamber of the Lord of the World and Who are focused in Shamballa face when the time comes for Them to "negate" our planetary life-expression and experience altogether.  They must then leave behind all the seven planes of spiritual and human experience and pass onward and out into phases of Life and Being for which we have no words, and of which we have no conception.  They leave through the fourth veil on the cosmic physical etheric levels (on the highest plane of our seven planes) and pass on to the cosmic astral plane.  There They negate its existence as They have earlier negated the existence of the astral plane, so familiar an illusion to all of us.  The initiate passes on to the cosmic astral plane and finds--What?  Who knows?  I do not.

Thus the veils serve their purpose; blindness nurtures and protects, provided it is innate and natural, soul-imposed or spiritually engendered.  If it is willfully self-induced, if it provides an alibi for grasped knowledge, if it is assumed in order to avoid responsibility, then sin enters in and difficulty ensues.  From this may all of you be protected.  RI 197-200

