Definitions

Initiation Defined

The word Initiation comes from two Latin words, in, into; and ire, to go; therefore, the making of a beginning, or the entrance into something.  It posits, in its widest sense, in the case we are studying, an entrance into the spiritual life, or into a fresh stage in that life.  It is the first step, and the succeeding steps, upon the Path of Holiness.  IHS 10

The meaning of the word "initiation" is "to go into."  It means simply that an initiate is one who has taken the first steps into the spiritual kingdom, and has had the first series of spiritual revelations, each one of which is key to a still greater revelation.  CA 116

..."initiation" signifies the processes of "entering into"....  RC 82

The Initiations spoken of in this Treatise are the major Initiations which bring about those expansions of consciousness which lead to liberation....  CF 198

Initiation, or the process of undergoing an expansion of consciousness....  IHS 12 [See also: WM 294; IHS 97; EP2 323] 

...initiation is a process whereby successive integrations--attended by consequent expansions of consciousness--become possible.  RI 563

Initiation is therefore a graded and realized series of expansions of consciousness, a steadily increasing awareness of divinity and of all its implications....These expansions of consciousness progressively reveal to man the quality of his higher and his lower nature....  BC 27

Initiation, or the progressive expansions of consciousness through which the disciple passes under the guidance of the master.  LS 170

These initiations are simply expansions of consciousness, brought about with the help of Those Who have already achieved the goal, Who have already identified Themselves with the group, and Who are a conscious part of the body of the Heavenly Man.  With Their assistance, and through Their aid, a man will gradually awaken to the realization that is Theirs.

     There is great interest everywhere today in this subject of initiation, and an over-emphasis has been laid upon its ceremonial aspect.  We need to remember that every great unfoldment of consciousness is an initiation.  CA 114

It will be apparent therefore that this whole is something progressively realized.  For the bringing about of this progressed realization the great expansions of consciousness, called initiations, have been temporarily arranged as a hastening or forcing process.  EP2 392

A recognition, when it is seen as an aspect or fractional part of a greater whole, is the seed of a major expansion of consciousness.  A stabilized expansion of consciousness connotes initiation.  DNA1 740

Initiation is essentially a moving out from under ancient controls into the control of more spiritual and increasingly higher values.  Initiation is an expansion of consciousness which leads to a growing recognition of the inner realities.  It is equally the recognition of a renewed sense of the need for change and the wise engineering of these needed changes so that real progress can be made; the consciousness is expanded and becomes more generously and divinely inclusive and there is a fresh and more potent control by the soul as it assumes increasingly the direction of the life of the individual, of a nation and of the world.  EX 136

...that great transition in consciousness which we call initiation.

     What, therefore, is Initiation?  Initiation might be defined in two ways.  It is first of all the entering into a new and wider dimensional world by the expansion of a man’s consciousness so that he can include and encompass that which he now excludes, and from which he normally separates himself in his thinking and acts.  It is, secondly, the entering into man of those energies which are distinctive of the soul and of the soul alone--the forces of intelligent love and of spiritual will.  These are dynamic energies, and they actuate all who are liberated souls.  This process of entering into and of being entered into should be a simultaneous and synthetic process, an event of the first importance.  EP2 12

. . . initiation ever connotes activity, intelligent understanding, focussed attitude, deliberate movement, conditioning new rapports and the attainment of a new and greater ring-pass-not in consciousness.  DNA2 419

Little has been said anent the more important truth that initiation admits a man into some area or level of the divine consciousness--into a plane or rather a state of being hitherto regarded as sealed and closed.  RI 662

Initiation is essentially a penetration into areas of the divine consciousness which are not within the normal field of consciousness of a human being.  DNA2 431

These are all expressions or effects of the activity of the ray energy and all can be best summed up in the thought of a dynamic "entering into"--by an act of the focused will--a new state of consciousness.  This leads inevitably to a new realization of being.  In this statement, you have one of the basic definitions of initiation as far as the initiation of a human being is concerned.  EA 613

There is the impulse which forces the individual atom towards group determination, and is the secret of the phenomenon termed "Initiation," or the process of passing out of the human or self-determined individualized Life into the higher kingdom.  CF 1048

...initiation may be regarded as indicative of successive planetary consummations marking, for instance, the birth of each of the kingdoms in nature; initiation is, par excellence, a series of graded steps or awakenings which enable the human being to become eventually a member, or a point of light, in the Kingdom of God.  DNA2 381

Initiation is an achievement and an attained success of the soul which has at last succeeded in dominating the personality and in manifesting its true nature and character, in spite of the personality and the antagonism of the human being intent upon his own purposes.  It is literally the attainment of certain desired objectives, towards which the units of the fifth kingdom in nature have been working for aeons, and expresses the end of the enforced task and sacrifice and planetary service.  EA 148

Initiation is nothing more than the process of developing within us the powers and faculties of this new and higher kingdom, which powers release one into a wider world, and tend to make one sensible of the organic whole in place of the part.  BC 272

I use the word "initiation" here because I want all disciples who read my words to realize that initiation is not something which they undergo as a result of any training which they may receive from a Master or because they have reached a certain stage of advanced evolution.  It is a process of continuing integration into centers of force, i.e., into a Master's group, into the Hierarchy as a whole and consciously, and--as disciples attain adeptship--into Shamballa.  DNA1 684-685

Initiation is in fact the recognition of the goals which are implemented from Shamballa.  It is not a process whereby a man becomes solely a Member of the Spiritual Hierarchy.  Initiation (as the candidate understands it) is in reality only incidental and preparatory to the Path of the Higher Evolution.  RI 207

Initiations.  From the Latin root meaning the first principles of any science.  Process of penetrating into the mysteries of the science of the Self and of the one self in all selves.  IHS 218

Initiation has to do with the conscious development of the self, and concerns the wisdom aspect of the One Self.  IHS 97

Initiation is essentially an expanding series of inclusive recognitions.  RI 341

Initiation is, in the last analysis, the realization, the recognition in the brain consciousness of various spheres and states of divine awareness, with a consequent life demonstration of this fact, this eternal fact.  RI 259

You can see, therefore, that initiation is not a ceremonial procedure, or an accolade, conferred upon a successful aspirant; neither is it a penetration into the Mysteries--of which the mysteries of Masonry are, as yet, only the pictorial presentation--but is simply the result of experiencing "livingness" on all three levels of awareness (physical, emotional and mental) and--through that livingness--bringing into activity those registering and those recording cells within the brain substance which have hitherto not been susceptible to the higher impression.  Through this expanding area of registration or, if you prefer it, through the development of a finer recording instrument or responsive apparatus, the mind is enabled to become the transmitter of higher values and of spiritual understanding.  Thus the individual becomes aware of areas of divine existence and of states of consciousness which are always eternally present but which the individual man was constitutionally unable to contact or to register; neither the mind, nor its recording agent, the brain, were able to from the angle of their evolutionary development.  RC 128

In this Treatise with which we are now engaged, our primary aim is to point out the effect upon the soul of the experiences undergone in the bodies, and the process whereby the consciousness aspect of divinity is expanded, culminating as it does in what is technically called an initiation.  EP2 327

Initiation is a process whereby the spiritual man within the personality becomes aware of himself as the soul, with soul powers, soul relationships, and soul purpose.  RI 341

Initiation carried to its consummation, as far as humanity is concerned, produces the liberated Master of the Wisdom, free from the limitations of the individual, garnering the fruits of the individualization process and functioning increasingly as the solar angel, because focused primarily in the inner spiritual body.  EP2 16

Initiation is the process whereby a soul, having exhausted the resources of form life, and having thus achieved mastery and expression, returns again to its source.  This the soul does through the medium of five stages, steps or initiations....  EP2 208-209

...an intensification of the radiation of that life and light of so potent a nature that under the evocative power of the soul they are both withdrawn and gathered up into the center of life and light from whence they originally came.  I have here given you (could you but recognize it) a definition of initiation, but one of a somewhat unusual phrasing.  EH 467-468

Initiation is strictly a personal matter with a universal application.  IHS 102

Initiation marks a stage in the intensification of "solar Fire."  It has relation to the achievement of Vishnu, and marks a point in the evolution of consciousness, through self-consciousness to group consciousness, or universal consciousness.  CF 731 

This period of gradual evolution leads up to another crisis which we call initiation...initiation into spiritual existence or group identification.  CF 350  [See also: IHS 176]

It is wise to note that an initiation is in reality a crisis, a climaxing event, and is only truly brought about when the disciple has learnt patience, endurance and sagacity in emerging from the many preceding and less important crises.  An initiation is a culminating episode, made possible because of the self-inspired discipline to which the disciple has forced himself to conform.  RI 662

Initiation is, as far as you are at present concerned, a "moment of crisis wherein the consciousness hovers upon the border line of revelation."  This involves consequently:

     a.  A tremendous pull between the pairs of opposites.

     b.  The existence, as a result, of a field of tension.

     c.  The effort to stand firm at the midway point.  DNA2  254  [See also: DNA2 91-92]

...initiation is essentially a process of revelation.  DNA2 257

Every initiation is approached by the disciple or initiate in a spirit of divine experimentation, but with a scientific aspect, because an initiation is a culminating moment of achievement, and  success is a graded series of experiments with energy.  RI 337

...initiation being the seal set upon accomplished work; it marks the end of one lesser cycle of development, and the beginning of the transference of the whole to a still higher spiral.  CF 138

This final volume of A Treatise on the Seven Rays will eventually change the attitude of men's minds towards the Mysteries and towards the activity of spiritual transference, which is one of the names given by the Masters to the basic mystery of initiation.  RI 324

I would ask you to transit in consciousness from the concept that the process of initiation is a consummation of effort to the higher and better concept that it is initiatory in effort and marks a beginning and not a consummation.  RI 677

Initiation marks a permanent attainment and the beginning of a new cycle of endeavor.  LOM 340

...the method of initiation is the method of:

     a.  Force realization.

     b.  Force application.

     c.  Force utilization.  IHS 90-91

I have said that initiation is in reality a great experiment with energy.  RI 549

Every initiation is a process of energy transmission from a higher center of energy to a lower.  RI 735

Initiation is a progressive sequence of directed energy impacts, characterized by points of crisis and of tension and governed--in a sense not hitherto realized--by the Law of Cause and Effect.  RI 565 [See also: RI 724]

Initiation is in fact a process wherein the initiate is taught how to work with energy, how to use the creative, attractive and dynamic energies in accordance with the hierarchical Plan in order to bring about the precipitation of the planetary Purpose into the outer field of manifestation.  DNA2 434

Initiation is (in its simplest definition) an understanding of the Way, for understanding is a revealing energy which permits you to achieve.  Initiation is a growth in experience and the attainment thereby of a point of tension.  Holding that point of tension, the initiate sees that which lies ahead.  Initiation permits a progressive entry into the mind of the creating Logos.  This last definition is perhaps one of the most important I have ever given.  Ponder on my words.  

     Initiation is a system or a scientific process whereby the septenate of energies which compose the sum total of all the existences within our planetary Life are realized and consciously used for the working out of the divine Plan.  It might also be stated that initiation is a method whereby the circulation of energies is furthered by the opening or the awakening of certain planetary and human centers to the impact of their ray quality, potency and divine intention.  RI 557

Remember that initiation does not simply enhance and deepen the soul quality; it does not simply enable the personality to express soul powers, and thus emphasize and draw out the best that is in the disciple and his service, but it makes available to him, progressively, forces and energies of which he has had no previous knowledge and which he must learn to use as an initiate of a certain degree upon the Lighted Way.  It reveals to him worlds of being hitherto unsuspected and unrecognized, with which he must learn to cooperate, and it integrates him more definitely into the "lighted area" of our planetary life, bringing fresh revelation and vision but making the unlighted area dark indeed.  DNA2 666

Initiation is, therefore, a constant fusion of the lights, progressively entered, thus enabling the initiate to see further, deeper and more inclusively....it is through the activity of pure reason that fusion with the Hierarchy becomes possible, and it is that which produces those points of tension which we call Initiations.  There are necessarily still higher points of tension, but it is with those called initiations that we are dealing at this time....Initiation--a dramatic and major point of tension--connotes essentially the fusion of the negative and the positive aspects.  RI  540-541

This process of unfoldment creates certain major points of successive fusions, with consequent points of tension; these points of tension (when consciously attained) become the actuating energy which enables the disciple to "stand in the light and in that light see greater Light; within that greater Light he knows and sees, grasps and absorbs that which has hitherto been dark and secret and unknown."  This is initiation.

     Periods of search, periods of pain, periods of detachment, periods of revelation producing points of fusion, points of tension and points of energy projection--such is the story of the Path of Initiation.  

     Initiation is in truth the name given to the revelation or new vision which ever draws the disciple onward into greater light; it is not something conferred upon him or given to him.  It is a process of light recognition and of light utilization in order to enter into ever clearer light.  RI 537-538

Can you grasp anything of what I mean when I say that initiation is a planetary activity, based on the life of the planetary Logos and the point of spiritual attainment of Sanat Kumara?  This attainment sweeps or carries the initiate into ever widening spheres of "lighted consciousness," and this makes him not only welcome the revelations of light but also to become one of the Agents of the Light.  DNA2 438

...the process of initiation whereby the power of the spirit and the power of substance are brought together through the "magical work of the soul."  DNA1 636

On the human battlefield, the kurukshetra, the higher aspect of the soul begins to operate and eventually to dominate, producing the process of divine-human integration which we call initiation.  EP2 310  [See also: GWP 87-88]

...initiation is not a process of soul-personality fusion but of Monad-personality integration.  DNA2 268

Initiation is in fact the essential and inevitable process of transferring the primary triplicity of manifestation into the basic duality of spirit-matter.  It is the "dissolution of the intermediary," and to this the crucifixion and death of the Christ was dedicated and intended to be the revelation, to the initiates of the past 2000 years, of the transmutation of the trinity of manifestation into the duality of purpose.  DNA2 258

The major keynote of every single planetary initiation, even to the very highest, is RELATIONSHIP.  RI 737

...initiation is a process of developing inclusiveness.  EA 503

Initiation is the revelation of love, of the second great aspect of divinity, expressing itself in wisdom.  BC 26

Initiation is a process of graded triumphs.  DNA1 493

This is initiation, or the entering into a state of liberation....  EP1 197

I have pointed out continuously that initiation is not really the curious mixture of self-satisfied attainment, ceremonial, and hierarchical recognition as portrayed by the major occult groups.  It is far more a process of excessively hard work, during which process the initiate becomes what he is....

     It is also a graded series of liberations, resulting in the attainment of increased freedom from that which lies behind in his experience....  RI 684-685

...the goal of our system during manifestation is "initiation or release into the air," so that the bird of life out of time and space can fly free.  EA 97

...the great processes of initiation, which are not only processes of expanding the consciousness but are rooted in the death or the abstraction process, leading to resurrection and ascension.  RI 164  [See also: EH 448]

...initiation is the demonstration of intuitive understanding put to practical expression.  EA 391

...initiation is but another name for synthesis and fusion.  EA 241

Synchronization is the key to initiation.  DNA1 741

Initiation is simplification.  DNA1 509 [See also: DNA2 554]

