Words, Symbols, Silence

Read Carefully

Students need to read with increasing care as they advance upon the occult way which leads to the Way of the Higher Evolution.  RI 248

Read what I have said with attention, but remember that it is not yet possible for you to differentiate between what is symbolic and what may be factual.  The secrets of initiation are thus guarded with care.  RI 224

I will now endeavor to convey some of the deeper meanings, writing as I do for advanced disciples and for initiates who--reading between the lines and understanding the symbolism--will comprehend according to their point in evolution.  RI 396

I have continually laid the emphasis upon the need of disciples to think esoterically, and this is perhaps the most difficult demand that I can make upon you.  A consideration of these hints should teach you much, for they are not what they seem upon superficial reading, and the effort to understand and to interpret should lead you far on your way towards "occult thinking."  DNA2 317-318

The two points with which I shall now deal are as follows:

       1. 
The part which energy plays in inducing revelation.

       2. 
The place the Will plays in the revelatory sequence: Revelation. Interpretation. Intention. Will.

These must be looked at from the angle of discipleship and are not to be considered on their face value or in the ordinary manner.  They must be approached from the angle of the world of meaning and, if possible, from the world of significances; otherwise, the teaching will be so exoteric that its occult nature will not appear.  RI 708

We are dealing, therefore, with something basically new in the field of occult teaching, and the difficulty of intelligent comprehension is consequently great.  The true significances are not the simple ones which appear upon the surface.  The words of these rules would seem to be almost tritely familiar.  If they meant exactly what they appear to mean, there would be no need for me to be giving hints as to their underlying significances and ideas.  But they are not so simple.

     To sum up, therefore: these Rules are to be read with the aid of a developing esoteric sense; they are related to group initiation in spite of their having individual application; they are not what they appear to be on the surface--trite truisms and spiritual platitudes; but they are rules for initiation which, if followed, will take the disciple and the group through a major spiritual experience.  RI 26

The basic truths of today may be seen later as simply aspects of still greater truths, and when the greater truth is grasped, the significance and the interpretation of its formerly important part is seen to be widely different to what was supposed.  This must never be forgotten by any who may read this Treatise on the Seven Rays.  An initiate, reading the three words [individualization, initiation, identification] we have been considering, has a very different idea about them than has a disciple or a person who has never thought or studied along these lines, and to whom our vocabulary is novel and strange, conveying little meaning, and that usually quite incorrect.  EP2 20-21
    

These are the rules for group initiation and I am dealing with them to give you a fuller understanding of the Laws of Group Life with which I dealt in some of my other books.

     I will take these rules and expound for you somewhat of their meaning and indicate their significances as far as these can be grasped now.  These instructions are written for future disciples towards the end of this [20th] century.  They form part of the last volume of a Treatise on the Seven Rays and will, therefore, go out to the general public who will not understand, but thus the needed teaching will be preserved.  RI 24

