Cave

In the symbolic language of esotericism, a cave is regarded as the place of initiation. This has always been so, and a very interesting study of the initiatory process and of the new birth could be made if the many references in the ancient writings to these events which have transpired in caves were collected and analyzed. The stable in which Jesus was born was in all likelihood a cave, for many stables were, in those days, hollowed out of the ground. This was recognized by the early Church, and we are told that "it is well known that whereas in the Gospels Jesus is said to have been born in an inn stable, early Christian writers, as Justin Martyr and Origen, explicitly say He was born in a cave." [Pagan Christ, by J. M. Robertson, p. 338.]

In studying these five initiations of the Gospel story, we find that two of them took place in a cave, two on a mountain top and one on the level between the deeps and the heights. The first and last initiations (the Birth into life and the Resurrection into "life more abundantly" [St. John, X, 10.]) took place in a cave....

Mithras was born in a cave, and so were many others. Christ was born in a cave and entered, as did all the others, upon a life of service and of sacrifice, thus qualifying for the task of world Savior. 

"The Jesus-story, it will now be seen, has a greater number of correspondences with the stories of former Sungods....Let us enumerate some of these. There are...the birth in a stable (cave or underground chamber)...."[Pagan and Christian Creeds, by Edward Carpenter, p. 50]  BC 59-60

Initiation leads to the cave within whose circumscribing walls the pairs of opposites are known, and the secret of good and evil is revealed.  IHS 14

The places where the streams of love energy cross the streams of will and karmic energy are mystically called the "Caves of dual light" and when a reincarnating or liberated jiva enters one of these Caves in the course of his pilgrimage, he takes an initiation, and passes on to a higher turn of the spiral.  CF 1184

...the dark cave of initiation wherein the light of the initiate's own nature illumines the darkness and so demonstrates his command of light....  EA 543

Into the cave of Initiation, the light of resurrection streams when the stone at the entrance is rolled away.  EA 385

...the first initiation, the birth of the Christ in the cave of the heart....  RC 156 [See also: RC 86]

