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DIVISION C - THE ETHERIC BODY AND PRANA

THE ETHERIC BODY AND PRANA34
I. The nature of the etheric body.

1. Its purpose and description.

2. Eight statements.

II. The nature of prana.

1. Solar prana.

2. Planetary prana.

3. The prana of forms.

III. The function of the etheric body.

1. It is the receiver of prana.

2. It is the assimilator of prana.

3. It is the transmitter of prana.

4. Disorders of the etheric body.

IV. Macrocosmic and microcosmic ethers.

1. The planetary Logos and the ethers.

2. Cosmic and systemic ethers.

3. Protective purpose of etheric body.

V. Death and the etheric body.

1. Microcosmic death.

2. Macrocosmic pralaya.

I. THE NATURE OF THE ETHERIC BODY

In our consideration of the internal fires of the system we shall find much of very real interest to the coming [Page 78] generation of thinkers for three main reasons, which might be enumerated as follows:

1. It is during the coming generations that science and medicine will ‘discover’ the etheric body. This ‘discovery’ will indicate the next great frontier in the development of knowledge concerning the nature of the human being.

1. Its Purpose and Description

First.  In the study of the etheric body lies hid (for scientists and those of the medical profession) a fuller comprehension of the laws of matter and the laws of health.  The word health has become too localised in the past, and its meaning confined to the sanity of the body corporeal, to the co-operative action of the atoms of the physical body of man, and to the full expression of the powers of the physical elemental.

2. We are witnessing the ‘de-physicalization’ of knowledge concerning the nature of the human physical body. The physical nature of the human being is not only dense but etheric.
3. Aquarius is directly related to the etheric body as is Gemini. The fifth and seventh rays, which will be powerful in the Aquarian Age, will aid in the study of this vehicle. The fifth ray comes through Venus the esoteric ruler of Gemini and the seventh ray through Uranus, the exoteric ruler of Aquarius. The available energies will disclose the nature of this vehicle.

4. It would seem that the physical elemental as here discussed, does not include the etheric vehicle, even though, in a larger sense, the etheric vehicle has its place upon the systemic physical plane.

  In days to come it will be realised that the health of man is dependent upon the health of all allied evolutions, and upon the co-operative action and full expression of the matter of the planet and of the planetary elemental who is himself a composite manifestation of the physical elementals of all manifested nature.

5. Health, therefore, is not an isolated phenomenon, but entails the concept of group relations.
6. This is ecological thinking in relation to the various kingdoms of nature and their aspects, both manifest and invisible.

Second.  In the study of the etheric body and prana lies the revelation of the effects of those rays of the sun which (for lack of better expression), we will call "solar pranic emanations."

7. From our immediately preceding studies, we recognize these “solar pranic emanations” as active heat. (TCF 43)

  These solar pranic emanations are the produced effect of the central heat of the sun approaching other bodies within the solar system by one of the three main channels of contact, and producing on the bodies then contacted certain effects differing somewhat from those produced by the other emanations.

8. DK is referencing the various emanations of the sun arising from its “central heat”.

9. He is distinguishing “solar pranic emanations” from other emanations.

10. The particular one or ones of the channels through which solar pranic emanations approach the other bodies will be significant. May the channel corresponding to the sushumna be involved?

  These effects might be considered as definitely stimulating and constructive, and (through their essential quality) as producing conditions that further the growth of cellular matter, and concern its adjustment to environing conditions; they concern likewise the internal health (demonstrating as the heat of the atom and its consequent activity) and the uniform evolution of the form of which that particular atom of matter forms a constituent part. 

11. “Solar pranic emanations” have the following effects:

a. definitely stimulating

b. definitely constructive

c. furthering the cellular growth of matter

d. helps cellular matter adjust to environing conditions

e. stimulating internal health, which demonstrates as heat and activity of an atom

f. promotes the uniform evolution of the form of which a particular atom is a part

g. conserves the form through preserving health of its component parts

 Emanative prana does little in connection with [Page 79] form building; that is not its province, but it conserves the form through the preservation of the health of its component parts.

12. What “emanative prana” does not do:

a. It is little involved with form building

b. Rather it conserves the form through preserving health of its component parts

  Other rays of the sun act differently, upon the forms and upon their substance.  Some perform the work of the Destroyer of forms, and others carry on the work of cohering and of attracting; the work of the Destroyer and of the Preserver is carried on under the Law of Attraction and Repulsion.  Some rays definitely produce accelerated motion, others produce retardation.

13. DK mentions other “rays of the sun” with other functions, among which:

a. Destroyers of forms

b. Cohering and attracting in relation to forms

c. Producers of accelerated motion

d. Producers of retardation

14. Interestingly, the work of both coherence/attraction and of destruction occurs under the Law of Attraction and Repulsion.

15. We can therefore conclude that the “Repulsion” which is an aspect of the Law of Attraction, functions under the dispersive influence of the first ray. (cf. Law of Repulse, EP II 147).

16. We are learning that under the name “rays of the sun”, many forms of energy with widely differing effects are included.

  The ones we are dealing with here—pranic solar emanations—work within the four ethers, that matter which (though physical) is not as yet objectively visible to the eye of man. 

17. Note here that DK definitely names etheric matter as “physical”.

18. We note here, and will often note, that the four ethers of the systemic physical plane have definitely solar connotations. 

19. But they are not devoid of association with the Moon, for there are certain violet devas associated with these ethers who are said to carry the symbol of the moon on their forehead. 

“The devas of the ethers carry on their foreheads a translucent symbol in the form of a crescent moon, and by this they may be distinguished from the astral devas by those able to see clairvoyantly.” (TCF 915)

Interestingly, from the anatomical perspective, this means that they have “foreheads”!

 They are the basis of all physical plane life considered solely in connection with the life of the physical plane atoms of matter, their inherent heat and their rotary motion.  These emanations are the basis of that "fire by friction" which demonstrates in the activity of matter.

20. The “solar pranic emanations” form a “basis”, i.e., a foundation for another type of activity.

21. Such emanations are, in a way, the “life” of the physical plane atoms of matter. They are stimulants of “their inherent heat and their rotary motion”. Solar pranic emanations (as “active heat”) demonstrate “in the activity and the driving forward of material evolution.” (TCF 43)

22. “Fire by friction” demonstrates in the activity of physical plane matter. Solar pranic emanations are the “basis” of this fire by friction.

23. The term “fire by friction” has a higher and wider meaning, however, and must also relate to all fires found within the dense physical body of the Solar Logos (our systemic physical, astral and mental plan), and from certain wider perspectives, to fires even ‘higher’ than the three systemic planes, for “fire by friction” cosmically must apply at least to the cosmic physical plane, and, from this perspective, includes the cosmic astral and lower cosmic mental planes.

Finally, in the study of the etheric body and prana comes comprehension of the method of logoic manifestation, and therefore much of interest to the metaphysician, and all abstract thinkers.

24. What is a “metaphysician”? Presumably, someone interested in the “physics” of the higher planes, or in that study which lies beyond the normal physical relations common to the dense systemic plane (solid, liquid, gaseous).

25. The implication is that the etheric body is the patterning source of that which is manifested upon the dense systemic physical plane. There are, of course, cosmic correspondences, in which the dense physical plane of the Solar Logos is designated as comprising the systemic physical, astral and mental planes.

  The etheric body of man holds hid the secret of his objectivity. 

26. It is a vehicle closely related to the seventh ray, just as the dense body is related to the third. The seventh ray with its tendency to create patterns, substands the patterning appearing on dense levels.

 It has its correspondence on the archetypal plane,—the plane we call that of the divine manifestation, the first plane of our solar system, the plane Adi.  The matter of that highest plane is called often the "sea of fire" and it is the root of the akasha, the term applied to the substance of the second plane of manifestation. 

27. The section immediately above is important and hold many clues and confirmations of earlier suppositions.

28. The term “archetypal plane” is used differently at different times. Here is definitely refers to the ‘adic’ plane or “Sea of Fire”. Archetypal patterning is also associated with the monadic and buddhic planes, which can be considered planes on which ideas find their habitat or at least, ‘descending residence’.

29. Does the fact that the etheric body has its correspondence on the adic plane mean that there are subplanes on that highest plane which correspond to the four lower ethers? This must be pondered.

30. Earlier in our discussion, the question arose concerning whether the term “akasha” should apply specifically to the matter of the second systemic plane, the monadic plane, or whether the term had wider application. Without dismissing the more general meanings of the term “akasha” we can see here that it definitely can be used in relation to the second cosmic etheric, the monadic systemic plane.

 Let us trace the analogy a little more in detail, for in its just apprehension will be found much of illumination and much that will serve to elucidate problems both macrocosmic and microcosmic.  We will begin with man and his etheric body.

31. In this instance, due to our lack of familiarity with the higher planes, the Tibetan begins with a field much “closer to home”—the etheric body of the man.

The etheric body has been described as a network, permeated with fire, or as a web, animated with golden light.  It is spoken of in the Bible as the "golden bowl." 

32. The Tibetan mentions the term “golden bowl” three times: TCF 80, TWM 49 and 290.

33. Again, the color gold suggests the relationship with the Sun.

34. We see an equivalence between “fire” and “golden light”.
