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2. Eight Statements.

It is with the etheric bodies of all we are dealing, and with their vivification by prana (whether cosmic, solar, planetary or human), with the organs of reception and with the basis of emanations.  Here, therefore, we can arrive at certain dicta anent the etheric body which for purposes of clarity might well be enumerated:

1. From this section:

a. Prana vivifies all etheric bodies

b. Etheric bodies have organs or reception

c. Emanations (from superior sources) flow into etheric bodies and emanations from etheric bodies flow out

First.  The etheric body is the mould of the physical body.

2. This is a fundamental idea, but we must understand the degree of exactitude of the moulding process. As a general principle, it is sufficient to define the nature of the relationship.

Second.  The etheric body is the archetype upon which [Page 82] the dense physical form is built, whether it is the form of a solar system, or of a human body in any one incarnation.

3. An archetype suggests an ‘ideal form’. The eventual ‘formal destiny’ of the dense physical body (in three layers) is suggested by the nature of the etheric body. Eventually, man will have a “body of fire”. 
“The centres, therefore, when functioning properly, form the "body of fire" which eventually is all that is left, first to man in the three worlds, and later to the Monad.  This body of fire is "the body incorruptible"72 or indestructible, spoken of by St. Paul, and is the product of evolution, of the perfect blending of the three fires, which ultimately destroy the form.  When the form is [Page 167] destroyed there is left this intangible spiritual body of fire, one pure flame, distinguished by seven brilliant centres of intenser burning.  This electric fire is the result of the bringing together of the two poles and demonstrates at the moment of complete at-one-ment, the occult truth of the words "Our God is a consuming Fire."73 (TCF 166-167)
4. The suggestion is that solar systems, too, have their incarnations, as will any being according to the Law of Periodicity (the Second Fundamental of the Secret Doctrine).
Third.  The etheric body is a web or network of fine interlacing channels, formed of matter of the four ethers, and built into a specific form.

5. The form of the etheric body is definite and not vague or amorphous.

  It forms a focal point for certain radiatory emanations, which vivify, stimulate and produce the rotary action of matter.

6. The emanations of the Sun and the emanations of an etheric body will have an analogy. Both are examples of “active fire” rather than “latent fire”.

7. The action of an etheric body upon matter is:

a. Vivification

b. Stimulation

c. The production of rotary motion.

8. There is a suggestion that the second aspect of divinity is responsible for the rotary motion of the third aspect. Could we extrapolate to the thought that the effect of the first aspect of divinity is to produce the spiral-cyclic activity characteristic of the second aspect?

Fourth.  These pranic emanations when focalised and received, react upon the dense matter which is built upon the etheric scaffolding and framework.

9. We ask ourselves about the focussing lenses for pranic emanations.

10. Although the vibratory level of etheric matter is higher than that of dense matter, it still has its effect upon dense matter. The method by which higher vibrations impact fields of lower vibration has to be studied. If the impacting vibration is too high, there will be little or no effect.

11. The “lesser builders” build dense matter upon the “etheric scaffolding or framework”.

Fifth.  This etheric web, during incarnation, forms a barrier between the physical and astral planes, which can only be transcended when consciousness is sufficiently developed to permit of escape. 

12. This is a vital point and indicates a means of protecting man from astral forces.

13. The soul/Solar Angel is a ‘great Protector’ of the human being it has under supervision. The etheric body reflects the soul and, therefore, also has a protective function.

14. In a similar way, symbolically, the radiance of the Sun (and its constructive influences) protects against the degenerative influence of the Moon (so closely related to the astral nature).

15. For this reason, during periods of devitalization (low etheric vitality) the influences of the astral plane can enter the brain consciousness more easily and can affect the physical body.

 This can be seen in both the microcosm and the macrocosm.  When a man has, through meditation and concentration, expanded his consciousness to a certain point he is enabled to include the subtler planes, and to escape beyond the limits of the dividing web.
16. What is the point to which man must expand his consciousness in order to escape beyond the limits of the dividing web? Can we say that when there is sufficient “causal consciousness”, the ability to focus within the “soul body”, that escape becomes possible?

17. Much psychism exists in those who are not spiritually advanced in any way. The influence of the planet Neptune is involved in this escape. A more controlled escape can begin at the time of the second initiation when Neptune, Venus and Jupiter and active.

18. We understand the penetrative function of concentration and meditation (ruled respectively by Leo and Virgo).

PHYSICAL SUB-PLANES
SOLAR SYSTEM PLANES

	1. First ether.
	  Atomic plane
	Adi.  Divine.
	Sea of fire.
	First cosmic ether.



	2. Second ether.
	  Sub-atomic
	Anupadaka.  Monadic plane.
	Akasha.
	Second cosmic ether.

	3. Third ether.
	  Super-etheric
	Atmic.  Spiritual plane.
	  Aether.
	Third cosmic ether.



	4. Fourth ether.
	  Super-gaseous
	Buddhic.  Intuitional Plane.
	  Air.  
	Fourth cosmic ether


19. We see the equivalence between the terms “super-gaseous” and “etheric”. Usually the fourth ether (numbering from above) is called simply “etheric”.

20. “Anu” is the “speck” and must be related to the term “Anupadaka”.

21. When we think of the systemic planes (buddhic, atmic, monadic, logoic), it is also necessary to think of them as cosmic ethers. This naturally and helpfully places them in a larger context necessary for a more complete understanding of their function. The fact that these four systemic subplanes are also etheric (in a higher way), tells us something about their constitution, about interpenetration and transmission.
A. 5. The etheric web forms a barrier between the physical and astral planes. This barrier can be “transcended” when consciousness is sufficiently developed. … 

B. let’s look at this table which traces analogies between the seven subplanes of the physical plane with the seven solar system planes. 

a. the dotted lines trace the relationship (representing a line of least resistance along which energy can flow);
b. the monad is on the second plane. It is associated with akasha [defined as primordial ether, the Universal Soul (p 43) and as vitalised matter, or substance animated by latent heat (p 59) which works out through productive substance (p 60)];
c. the association of the buddhic plane with air fits the correspondences on E.P.I, p 419 as does the association of the mental plane with fire.
d. the association of the monad with akasha means that the monad works in relation to the Universal Soul.

DENSE PHYSICAL
PLANES OF HUMANITY

5. Gaseous.  

Sub-etheric  
Mental.  

Fire.  
Cosmic gaseous.

6. Liquid

Astral.  
Emotional plane.  
Water. Cosmic liquid.

7. Earthly.  

Dense  
Physical plane.  
Earth.  Cosmic dense.

22. The gaseous plane is here listed as “sub-etheric”—a term which places it in relation to the etheric levels. Those who understand and practice breathing exercises will know something of the relation between the gaseous subplane and the etheric.

[Page 83]  When the Logos has expanded His Consciousness on cosmic levels He can then transcend the logoic etheric web, and escape beyond the ring-pass-not of His objective manifestation.  In thinking out this analogy we must hold closely in mind the fact that the seven major planes of our solar system are the seven subplanes of the cosmic physical or the lowest cosmic plane.
23. This analogy suggests that (as in man) there is a limited personality aspect of the Logos imprisoned within ‘logoic brain consciousness’.

24. The result of this escape would be full logoic consciousness on the cosmic astral plane.

25. Our Logos is a comic initiate of the second degree (cf. TCF 384), thus it can be assumed that this ‘escape’ is in process if it has not already been achieved.

26. It may be said, however, that our Solar Logos does not have a completely integrated consciousness—cosmically considered.

27. When this escape occurs, either for man or the Logos, the principle of love may more easily manifest during physical consciousness, as the astral plane (in both cases, systemic and cosmic) is attuned to the buddhic plane (systemic and cosmic).
C. It the top of p 83, He talks of the need of the solar logos to transcend His etheric web. We are reminded that this would have implications for the cosmic physical plane, of which we are a part.
D. He adds that we should consider the radiatory correspondence. We do know that radiation brings about a change of being. Hence the entire cosmic physical plane would be affected. However, it would be useful to bear in mind that change is an interrelated process. Hence human development influences forces which in turn influence the logos.
We might note here the accurate working out of the correspondence in matter and the radiatory correspondence is equally accurate.

28. A man or Logos who has ‘escaped’ the limitations of the etheric web is a more radiatory and magnetic being than heretofore.

E. The Eight statements [to sum to this point]:
1.     The etheric body is the mould of the physical body

2.     It is the archetypal on which the physical body is built, solar or human
3.     It is a network of interlacing channels formed of matter of the fourth ether and produces rotary action.

4.     These pranic emanations are focussed on the physical body built on the etheric scaffolding.

5.     It forms a barrier during incarnation between the physical and astral planes. It can be transcended when the consciousness is sufficiently developed. When the logos has expanded His consciousness on cosmic levels He can then transcend the logoic etheric web, and escape beyond the ring pass not of His objective manifestation.

The above prove and answer Terry’s question about the necessity for the analogy to be perfect. 

