Fellowship of Cosmic Fire

Commentary Semester I Section VII

TCF pages 77-87
VSK 21 June 05; 1st Combined Version: s1s7
COLOR CODE

TCF TEXT in BLACK
MDR Commentary in BLUE (numbered)
OTHER Commentary in VIOLET (may be lettered)
QUESTIONS in GREEN (MDR’s=”#A”)
CONFLICTS in ORANGE (by page & paragraph)
HELP WANTED & GOOD IDEAS in PINK
Various Highlighting used for contextual emphasis or hints
PHYSICAL SUB-PLANES
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	1. First ether.
	  Atomic plane
	Adi.  Divine.
	Sea of fire.
	First cosmic ether.



	2. Second ether.
	  Sub-atomic
	Anupadaka.  Monadic plane.
	Akasha.
	Second cosmic ether.

	3. Third ether.
	  Super-etheric
	Atmic.  Spiritual plane.
	  Aether.
	Third cosmic ether.



	4. Fourth ether.
	  Super-gaseous
	Buddhic.  Intuitional Plane.
	  Air.  
	Fourth cosmic ether


1. We see the equivalence between the terms “super-gaseous” and “etheric”. Usually the fourth ether (numbering from above) is called simply “etheric”.

2. “Anu” is the “speck” and must be related to the term “Anupadaka”.

3. When we think of the systemic planes (buddhic, atmic, monadic, logoic), it is also necessary to think of them as cosmic ethers. This naturally and helpfully places them in a larger context necessary for a more complete understanding of their function. The fact that these four systemic subplanes are also etheric (in a higher way), tells us something about their constitution, about interpenetration and transmission.
A. 5. The etheric web forms a barrier between the physical and astral planes. This barrier can be “transcended” when consciousness is sufficiently developed. … 

B. let’s look at this table which traces analogies between the seven subplanes of the physical plane with the seven solar system planes. 

a. the dotted lines trace the relationship (representing a line of least resistance along which energy can flow);
b. the monad is on the second plane. It is associated with akasha [defined as primordial ether, the Universal Soul (p 43) and as vitalised matter, or substance animated by latent heat (p 59) which works out through productive substance (p 60)];
c. the association of the buddhic plane with air fits the correspondences on E.P.I, p 419 as does the association of the mental plane with fire.
d. the association of the monad with akasha means that the monad works in relation to the Universal Soul.

DENSE PHYSICAL
PLANES OF HUMANITY

5. Gaseous.  

Sub-etheric  
Mental.  

Fire.  
Cosmic gaseous.

6. Liquid

Astral.  
Emotional plane.  
Water. Cosmic liquid.

7. Earthly.  

Dense  
Physical plane.  
Earth.  Cosmic dense.

4. The gaseous plane is here listed as “sub-etheric”—a term which places it in relation to the etheric levels. Those who understand and practice breathing exercises will know something of the relation between the gaseous subplane and the etheric.

[Page 83]  When the Logos has expanded His Consciousness on cosmic levels He can then transcend the logoic etheric web, and escape beyond the ring-pass-not of His objective manifestation.  In thinking out this analogy we must hold closely in mind the fact that the seven major planes of our solar system are the seven subplanes of the cosmic physical or the lowest cosmic plane.
5. This analogy suggests that (as in man) there is a limited personality aspect of the Logos imprisoned within ‘logoic brain consciousness’.

6. The result of this escape would be full logoic consciousness on the cosmic astral plane.

7. Our Logos is a comic initiate of the second degree (cf. TCF 384), thus it can be assumed that this ‘escape’ is in process if it has not already been achieved.

8. It may be said, however, that our Solar Logos does not have a completely integrated consciousness—cosmically considered.

9. When this escape occurs, either for man or the Logos, the principle of love may more easily manifest during physical consciousness, as the astral plane (in both cases, systemic and cosmic) is attuned to the buddhic plane (systemic and cosmic).
C. It the top of p 83, He talks of the need of the solar logos to transcend His etheric web. We are reminded that this would have implications for the cosmic physical plane, of which we are a part.
D. He adds that we should consider the radiatory correspondence. We do know that radiation brings about a change of being. Hence the entire cosmic physical plane would be affected. However, it would be useful to bear in mind that change is an interrelated process. Hence human development influences forces which in turn influence the logos.
We might note here the accurate working out of the correspondence in matter and the radiatory correspondence is equally accurate.

10. A man or Logos who has ‘escaped’ the limitations of the etheric web is a more radiatory and magnetic being than heretofore.

E. The Eight statements [to sum to this point]:
1.     The etheric body is the mould of the physical body

2.     It is the archetypal on which the physical body is built, solar or human
3.     It is a network of interlacing channels formed of matter of the fourth ether and produces rotary action.

4.     These pranic emanations are focussed on the physical body built on the etheric scaffolding.

5.     It forms a barrier during incarnation between the physical and astral planes. It can be transcended when the consciousness is sufficiently developed. When the logos has expanded His consciousness on cosmic levels He can then transcend the logoic etheric web, and escape beyond the ring pass not of His objective manifestation.

The above prove and answer Terry’s question about the necessity for the analogy to be perfect.

Sixth.  In all the three bodies—human, planetary, and systemic or logoic—will be found a great organ within the organism which acts as the receiver of prana.  This organ has its etheric manifestation and its dense physical correspondence.
11. The organ meant is probably the splenic center and its dense correspondence, the spleen. At least this would be the case for man.

In the system.  In the system, the organ of cosmic prana, of the force vitalising matter, is the central sun, which is the direct receiver and dispenser of cosmic radiation.

12. By the “central sun” is not meant the “central spiritual sun”.

13. The “central sun” appears to be a physical organ, and to have an etheric counterpart, just as a man has.

14. When the Tibetan uses the word “organ” we have to determine whether He means an etheric organ, a dense physical organ, or a combination of the two.

15. In point six the Tibetan speaks of the reception of prana, but as He develops the subject, He speaks of both the reception and dispensing of pranic radiation.

   This is one of the threefold divisions of the Primordial Ray of active intelligence.

16. DK seems to be saying that “cosmic radiation” is “one of the threefold divisions of the Primordial Ray of active intelligence”.

  Each of the cosmic Rays is in essence threefold, a fact which is oft overlooked, though logically obvious; each Ray is the vehicle for a cosmic Entity, and all existence is necessarily triple in manifestation. 

17. The threefold nature of each of the cosmic Rays is brought forward. Is it only the three major Rays which are threefold? If so, what is the origin of the number 21? Through a septenate, each member of which was threefold, the 21 could easily be derived.

18. The comic Entity for which a Ray is a vehicle, is a being far greater than a Solar Logos. It would be a Constellational Logos at least, and perhaps even greater.

The central Sun has within its periphery a centre of reception with a surface radiation.

19. We have here an astronomically interesting statement. Above we are told that the “central sun” is the “direct receiver and dispenser of cosmic radiation”. Here DK becomes more specific mentioning the part of the “central sun” which is the receiver. That centre is “within its periphery”, apparently close to an outer boundary. The center of reception is more interior than the ‘surface of radiation’. These technicalities are to be kept in mind.

20. The Solar Logos receives cosmic prana.

21. The Planetary Logos receives solar systemic prana.

22. The human being, it seems, receives both solar prana and planetary prana.

In the Planet.  In the planet there will be found a similar organ or receiver within its etheric body, the locality of which is not for exoteric publication and cannot therefore be revealed. 

23. Here the term “organ” is definitely considered etheric.

24. Much can be said of the Solar Logos without fear that humanity will tamper with solar process. The same cannot be said of the Planetary Logos and planetary process. 
25. When DK deliberately refrains from revealing a piece of information, we can assume that there would be danger connected with such a revelation.


It is connected with the location of the two poles, north and south, and is the centre around which the globe rotates, and is the source of the legend of a sacred fertile land within the sphere of polar influences.  The mythic land of exceeding fertility, of abundant [Page 84] luxuriance, and of phenomenal growth, vegetable, animal and human would naturally lie where prana is received.  It is the esoteric Garden of Eden, the land of physical perfection.  Surface radiation demonstrates, after distribution, as planetary prana.

26. In considering the location of such a receptive centre on or within Earth, we may think of the magnetic poles and the actual poles. We may also think of the process of polar gyration and that around which the pole gyrates.

27. Is the “sacred fertile land” really two lands—one for each pole?

28. There are many legends of mythic lands of fertility and abundance. The first two root-races of humanity (not yet individualized) probably experienced such conditions. There are also legends of planetary lore of tellurian periods when the poles faced the Sun directly.

29. We read here of an “esoteric Garden of Eden”. Global exploration has not revealed any exoteric Garden of Eden, so such a ‘place’ existing in the conditions here discussed must be etheric in nature.

30. The physical perfection of form would be etheric. The ethers are, after all, part of the systemic physical plane.

31. It would seem that a veritable “fountain of youth” exists upon the this planet in etheric matter. Of course, it would have to have its physical counterpart.

32. What can the phrase “within the sphere of polar influences” mean? Within the polar circles beginning at approximately 66.67 degrees north or south latitude?

33. One would be tempted to think of an etheric externalization of Shamballa as being a candidate for such pranic vitality (for Shamballa is the seat of the life aspect on our planet), but legend tells us that the systemic-etheric Shamballa is located near or in the Gobi Desert. In any case, various hints are given and we can ponder.

34. If, on Earth, surface radiation (after distribution) demonstrates as planetary prana, then in relation to the Sun, surface radiation (after distribution) must demonstrate as solar prana. For a man as well, surface radiation (after distribution) must demonstrate as ‘human prana’. We note the necessity of “distribution” for this demonstration.

In Man.  The organ of reception is the spleen through its etheric counterpart.  After distribution over the entire body via the etheric network it demonstrates in surface radiation as the health aura.

35. With respect to man, DK speaks or the organ as physical, but obviously the splenic center is intimately involved.

36. We can equate ‘human prana’ with the term “health aura”.

37. We note a type of generalized activity shared by all three entities—human, planetary and solar. This activity is one of distribution after reception. The reception is more localized. The distribution covers the entire physical surface of the being concerned.

38. The Sun and our planet also have an “etheric network” involved in this distribution, if man has. 
F. Statement 6:  At all three levels (human, planetary, systemic) there is an organ which receives prana at the etheric level for transmission to the dense physical. This is the sun in the solar system. 
G. This picks up cosmic radiation from the Primordial Ray of active intelligence and this function is one of the threefold divisions of this Ray. He locates this organ in “the central Sun” which “has within its periphery a centre of reception with a surface radiation”. 
H. He doesn’t reveal where the organ is located in the planet. He tells us only that it is connected with the north and south poles “and is the centre around which the globe rotates”. He calls this place an “esoteric Garden of Eden” doesn’t reveal, the land of physical perfection” and that “Surface radiation demonstrates, after distribution, as planetary prana.” 
I. In humanity, the organ of reception is the etheric equivalent of the physical spleen, which together distribute prana all over the physical body. In surface radiation, this demonstrates as the health aura.
J. To sum: In all the three bodies there is an organ within the organism which acts as the receiver of prana. This organ is in the physical body and has its counterpart in the etheric vehicle in the three cases.

· In the system: it is the central sun which is the direct receiver and distributor of cosmic radiation; one of the threefold division of the primordial ray of active intelligence. 

· In the planet: that organ is connected with a location of the two poles, north and south, forming the centre around which the globe rotates.

· In man: The organ of reception is the spleen through its etheric counterpart and demonstrates as the health aura.

Seventh.  Thus in all the three bodies will the resemblance clearly be seen, and the working out in perfect correspondence is easily demonstrable:

39. The structure of thinking is clarified by such definite analogies.

40. For clearer understanding, the tabulations below are useful.

PRANA OF THE SOLAR SYSTEM

THE SOLAR SYSTEM

Entity manifesting




The solar Logos.

Body of manifestation



The solar system.

Receptive centre




Pole of the central Sun.

Surface radiation or emanation


Solar prana.

Movement produced



Systemic rotation.

Distributive effect
Solar etheric radiation (felt cosmically).

41. The “body of manifestation” is considered physical (including the three-part dense physical and the etheric vehicles).

42. It would be important to understand the orientation of the “pole of the central Sun”. Again, magnetic and actual poles of all these entities must be compared.

43. The organ of reception here is not designated as etheric.

44. Our Sun rotates on its axis approximately once every twenty-seven days (a number to be correlated with a sidereal lunar return). But “systemic rotation” suggests the rotation of the entire solar systemic atom. This rotation occurs in a period of approximately one hundred thousand years. 
“The solar atom must be considered as pursuing analogous lines of activity and as paralleling on a vast scale the evolution of the planetary atom.  The entire solar sphere, the logoic ring-pass-not, rotates upon its axis, and thus all that is included within the sphere is carried in a circular manner through the Heavens.  The exact figures of the cycle which covers the vast rotation must remain as yet esoteric, but it may be stated that it approximates one hundred thousand years, being, as might be supposed, controlled by the energy of the first aspect, and therefore of the first Ray. “ (TCF 1057)
45. It is interesting that the “distributive effect” is said to be “felt cosmically”. One would also assume that the effect is experienced by the planetary beings within the system.

46. In the case of each of the three entities discussed, the etheric radiation is related to the wider context. This must be significant.

47. If “surface radiation or emanation” contributes to “systemic rotation” and if such a rotation (in the case of our Sun) is related to the first ray, then “surface radiation or emanation” is also related to the first ray. This type of radiation drives physical form, and thus has a first ray correspondence.

THE PLANET

Entity manifesting



A planetary Logos.

Body of manifestation


A planet.

Receptive centre



The planetary pole.

Surface radiation or emanation

Planetary prana.

Movement produced


Planetary rotation.

Distributive effect
Planetary etheric radiation (felt within the system).

48. Here the rotation is that of a specific planet (with all its chains and globes) and not a wider, more extensive system, as in the case of the entire solar system.

49. Our planetary pole is much more inclined than that of the solar atom (our Sun). The location on (or within) the Earth perpendicular to the ecliptic (and thus corresponding more closely to the Sun’s Pole) may have to be examined with respect to the reception of solar radiation.

50. Again the organ of reception is not designated as etheric.

A HUMAN BEING

Entity manifesting
The thinker, a Dhyan Chohan

Body of manifestation



Physical body.

Receptive centre




The spleen.

Surface radiation or emanation


Health aura.

Movement produced



Atomic rotation.

Distributive effect
Human etheric radiation (felt by environment).

51. If we, a human being, are parallel to a Solar Logos or a Planetary Logos, then a Dhyan Chohan must be a monad. In this case the true Thinker (humanly considered) would be the human monad. This suggestion, of course, can be debated as a convincing case can be made for considering the “Thinker” to be the soul/Solar Angel. They are both “Thinkers”, but the soul/Solar Angel is far more proximate.
52. The spleen is mentioned as the “receptive centre” and not the etheric spleen, but the distinction may be more academic than practical.

53. Again, the question arises: “What is the atomic rotation of the human being”. With respect to all vehicles other than the dense physical (and perhaps the etheric) atomic rotation can be detected. With respect to the dense physical body, it can be questioned whether the entire vehicle rotates, regardless of the various forms of circulation which occur within it.

54. Again, the “distributive effect” is felt by the larger context. The three larger contexts are cosmic (for solar etheric radiation), systemic (for planetary etheric radiation) and the environment (for the human etheric radiation).

55. A point to emerge in all these comparisons is that the receptive center is within the sphere of polar influence and causes rotation. The cause of the rotation of a dense physical vehicle is, therefore, etheric. 

